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Caiis Suetonins Tranquillus, 


\ dins Suetonins Tranquillus was a 
Roman born; his Father who 
call'd himſelf Sructonins Lenis, 
(a Surname differing in ſound 
only from that which his Son bore} being 
by extraction only an ortnary Gentleman 
of Roe, yet was preferr'd to the Tribune- 
ſhip of a Legion by the Emperor Otrho, 
ne Ps fide he took againſt Vite/iws.Our Sue- 
tonins was born about the beginning of the 
Reign of Yeſpaſrar, as may be - collected 
from his own words (Vit. Neroy. c LOR yaa 
firſt years in all probability he pal- «| 

Rome: for he ſays, when he was a 3 "auch 
he remembers himſelf to have ſeen an old 
_ Man of Ninety inſpected in open Court 
whether he was circumciſed or not. 


Fahy v& a 
A _ Grow þ$1 


The Life of the Author. 
Grown up to Manhood, he betook him- 
ſelf to the Bar, where he practiſed with 
great Reputation 3 not but that he had a 
Tribune's Office given him, but whether 
it were that he lik'd not a military life, or 
that he underſtood not Martial affairs, he 
declir*d it and. before he was muſter'd, by 
the means of his good Friend Plizy Secun- 
dus, who procur'd the place for him, he 
got it to be transferr'd upon his Kinſman 
Ceſennius Sylvanus. In his pleading of 
Cauſes, it was a great hindrance to him 
that he was not the Father of. Children ; 
there being a Law at Rome, by which 
many Iminunities and Privileges were 
g1ven to ſuch 5 ſome of theſe were, a free- 
dom from bearing any Office which re- 
quired perſonal Attendance ; and a pre- 
terence at the Bar, that their Motion might 
be firft heard; very conſiderable advan- 
rages to one in his circumſtances. Now 
the Emperors had always a power of grant- 
ing the like to thote who were childleſs; 
bur 1t being lookt upon as contrary to Law, 
1rajaz, who was an excellent Prince, be- 
{tow'd theſe favours very ſparingly, and 
would not exceed his number which the 
Scnate had allow'd. In this caſe his old 
Friend Plzy ſolicits for hint, and that with 
ſucceſs 3 and becauſe his Letter to the Em- 
peror gives us a true Character of our 


Author, 
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Author, and 1s a great inſtance of the 
ſtrict Friendſhip that was between them, 
Pl endeavour with ſome licence to make 


it Engliſh. 
Plin. Epiſt. lib. zo. XCV. 


SIR, 


T have lately taken into my Acquain- 
tance Suetonius Tranquillus, a 2a of 
great probity, honour and learning, allur 4 
by the ſweetneſs of his Converſation, and 
being much pleas d with the ſcope of his 
Studies ;, and ſtill the nearer I approach and 
the more I know him, I love him the better. 
He has not been ſo fortunate in his Mar- 
riage, but that the Privilege of three Chil- 
dren is very neceſſary to him in his buſineſs 
at the Bar, which in the opinion of his 
Friends he well deſerves. By me he be- 
ſeeches You would be pleaſed to ſupply what 
his ill Fortune has denied him, I know, 
Sir, the high value of the favour I beg, but 
I am begging of you, whoſe moft bounteors 
indulgence to all my Requeſts 1 have expe- 
riencd, and you may gather with what 
earneſtneſs I deſire this, becanſe If 1 had 
beer cold in my wiſhes, I would have 
ſtaid till T could have ask'd it by word of 


mouth, 


A 3 | 19 
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To this Letter Trajan gave an Anſwer 
to the ſatisfaction of both Friends, con- 
ferring on Setoniys the Privilege he de- 
ſid. After the death of Trajax, our An- 
thor was made a a SECTELATY to the Emperor 
Adrian, who not mach caring for his Em- 
preſs Sabin za, ſeveral of his Courtiers took 
the liberty to {light and affront her 5 a- 
mong whom Septicizs Clarus and Suetonius 
over-d1d the matter, and were therefore 
turn'd out of their places. This 1s as far 
as we can carry the Hiſtory of our Anthor. 
It remains that we ſay ſomewhat concern- 
ing either his Work or his way of Wrt- 
__ And this wil beſt be done by rect- 

ang the Opinions of Learned menin the 
point, of whom F lizy abovenam'd ought 
t© be the firſt; who having in a Copy of 
Verſes promiled co ſome F; riends of his this 
Work or Szctozinus, ar . he delaying the 
publication of 1t, 1 this Letter he urges 
him to let 1t come abroad, 


Plin, EpijZ. lib. 5. XI. 


* 4 fit of My Suzctonus, 


ere con- : L | 
fiflink eta At la aſt let the credit of wy * Hendeca- 
Dafyl, a #3 ables? be made gord, in winch 1  promi- 
S'92dee 

und LL fed Four Writings io thoſe who are Friends 
*rechaics, #9 763 both. They are ask&d for every day 
nn FE E1 ſo. ! 


mn ſy#/;- nl earmeſily Fee tired. [ ang hat al afraid, 
mi 7 1 they 
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they ſhould enter an AGion againſt me 
for breach of my word, I deny not but 
that I am ſlow my ſelf in publiſhing any 
thing, but you outdo me by much in de- 
lays and put off's. Therefore let's have nd 
more of theſe rubs, or elſe have a care leſt I 
force that from you by ſome bitter Jambicks, 
which a ſofter and more kindly way of ver- 
fifying could not procure. Your Work 1s 
finiſh'd, and in all its parts accompliſh'd, 
the farther applying of the File to it does 
not burniſh it any longer, but wear it. 
Saffer me to ſec the Title, let me once hear 
of the publication of the Works of my dear 
Tranquillus. *Tis but reaſon that we who 
are Friends, ſhould mminally afford and en- 
joy all the pleaſures which we can contri- 
bute to each other. 


'Twere a Soleciſm upon Learning and 
Ingenuity (one would think ) for any 
modern Encomiaſt after this to exercile his 
pains upon this admirable Writer. auz 
there are thoſe of the highe't Form who 
thought that he who wrote 1o as to be 
read by all Poſterity, ought to be com- 


A 4. he 
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he was inexpreſſibly fine, and Arſonins ; 
that he was extreamly elegant. After this || 
St. Ferom (Epiſt. ad Defid. tom. 4.) pro- | 
feſles himſelf to have made Srectorirs his | 
Pattern, when he wrote the Lives of thoſe ';, 
Wuſtrious men who ſucceeded the times of 4 
the Apoſtles : And Eraſmw in the name 
of the modern Criticks {ball give his Teſtj- 
mony, who ſays thus, 1 ſuppoſe it is on all 
hands agreed among the Learned, that for 
what relates to the truth of Hiſtory, the firſt 
place is due to Snetonins, who, as one witti- 
ly ſaid, wrote the Lives of the Ceſars with 
the ſame liberty with which themſelves led 
7hem, And what greater thing can be ſaid 
, of any Writer, than that Plizy lov'd him, 
St. Ferom unntated him, and Eraſzms high- 
Ty approv'd him. 
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Of the {:veral MarrteRs 


| Contain'd in the 
TWELVE BOOKS 
OF 


Caius Suetonins Tranquillus. 
Upon the 
TWELVE CASARS. 
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BOOK I. Julius Ceſar. 


— — 


Ertain Accidents that befel him when he 


| Was young, Chap. I. 
l Hs firſt taking up Arms and Progreſs 
i} mn the Wars, C. %, 
+ Hs Accuſation of Dolabella, and Retirement 70 
j Rhodes, C4 


' #Þes being taken by Pirates, ibid. 
| 4s I Hzs 


The Contents. 
His AG1ions againſt Mithridates, ibid. 


Te is made a Trivune of the Soldiers, CPAP: + 
C. © 


A Queſtor in the farther Spain, ; 
His return 50 ROMC and the ſuſpicion he fell under, 
| C. 7. and D. 

His Z£dileſhip, and various Tran{ac1ons therein, 
GC. 9, 10, HH 


Hts Fhob-Prieſthood, GC. 12» 
His Pretorſhip, 13, 14» 15> 16. 
His Government of the Province of Spain © 17. 
Fs return to OMe» ibid. 
His Con{ulſhp, ' CE. 18, 19, 29- 
His Marriage With Calpurniaz 5, $1- 
His Governme! of Gallia, = AS. 
His various ArtS10 conform and ſtrengthen his Power, 
C. 25. 24 

His Atcherovements during the Nine Jeare that he 
Commanded in the Province, C. 25« 
The death of Þis Mother, Daughter and Neece, 
C. 20: 


His going about t© alter the Government: 


Occaſions given him through the Conſternation of te 
Senate, C. 2.6. 
His Munijzcence 10 rhe People and Soldiers, ibid. 
His Arts to prefer? Pompey 's Friendſhip, and oblige 


all ſorts of Peop/e, 27 - 
And Foreign Princes, C. 2D. 
He baffles the Endeavours of 16% Marcelli to /#6- 


vert bis deſigns, C. 25, 29- 
The Ciyil War. 


Cxfar paſſes 140 the nether Gallia, and calls a Coun: 


cil at RAVEN, C. 30: 
be 


| 
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The Pretences and Cauſes of the Civil War, ibid. 
His firſt taking up Civil Arms, and his croſſing 


Rubicon, | Chap. 31, 32. 
His Atchievements related in order, c. 36.236 
His overthrows receiv'd by his Lieutenant, Cc. 36. 
His five Triumphs, e.. 3% 
His Liherelity to his Soldiers and People, ce. 38 
His Spectacles of ſeviral ſorts, ; c. 26 


His Reformation of the Government. 


He reforms the Calendar, C. 4O. 
Supplies the Vacancies of the Senate, c. 46 
And admits the People to ſhare in Election of Magi- 
ſtrates, ibid. 
He takes care to repeople the City, | &- 4h 
His Adminiſtration of Fuſtice, c.- 4% 
He deſigns the Ornament of the City, and the enlarge- 
' ment of bis Dominions, Co 4.4 
His Stature, Complexion, and Curioſity in dreſ- 
ſing himſelf, c.. 4 


His Habitation, aud neatneſs in his Heuſe, 6. 46. 
A great Purchaſer of Antiquities and hand{cm 


Slaves, c. i 
Hye Entertainments, C. 4 
Hy Chaſtity, c. 49. 
A great and expenſroe lover of Women, c. FO. 
He had to do with ſeveral Provincial Ladies, c.51. 
His Abſtmence, C. Fs 
Hzs 2ays to raiſe Money, ce. 4% 
His Eloquence and Military Skill, C. 54s 
Fs Writings, c. $54, 
His Exerciſes and diſpatch, c. $9. 
Whether more bold or wary, 6: 4 
No Admirer of Religious Ceremonies, £0 
His methods in making War, : C. 60. 


Hzs 
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Fs remarkable Horſe, Chap. 61. 
Hys Reſolution, Co 62, 63, 64. 
What Soldiers he made choice of, £ 6x. 
His love to his Soldiers, g. 67. 
The Soldiers fidelity and reſpe£ to him c. 658. 
His Army never mutiny'd in Gaul. c. 69. 
How he carry d himſelf toward thoſe that mutiny'd, 
c. 70. 
His Fidelity ta his Clients, &. Tx. 
His Paſſion for his Friends, £ v2. 
Forgetful of Revenge, E 9. 
His Moderation and Clemency, bk TS. 
The Cauſes of his Death, - c. 76, 77, 76, 79. 
The Number cf Perſons engag'd in the Con piracy: 
C. 
The Prodigies preceding his Mur der, c. ST. 
He x murder'd in the Senate, : E, B2. 
Fs Will open'd and read, | n 34. 
His Funeral, 6. Bg- 


The Fury of the Rabble againſt the Conſpraors 
. 35. 
Why he ſlighted the Preſages of his death and the 


Remonſtrances of his Friends, £. VS. | 
Hys death ſuch as he defir'd, c. 87. : 
His Age, Cc. BS, | 
The fatal ends of his Aſſaſſins, 39. | 


The ſecond BOOK. 
Ceſar Auguſtus. 


has Octavian Family and the _— f 


Auguſtus, Chap. 1 
Of bis Father Octavius and bis Aions, Ry 4 
Es Death, Wives aud Children, Co 4 


The 
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The Place and Time of Auguſtus's Birth, Chap. 5. 
&. «6 


The Place where he was nurs d, 


His wvarions Sir-names, c. 7. 
And Epitome of his Life, FI 4 
His return from Apollonia, C. 10. 
The War of Modena, ibid. 8c. 
Of Philippi, "IS | 
Of Peruſium, c. T5 
Of Sicily, c. I6, 
Of Actium, c. 1% 1 
Many Conſpiracies againſt him, 6: 3% 
Provinces Conquer'd partly by his own Condutt, part- 
ly by his Lieutenants, c. 206236 
The Fame of his Virtue and Moderation among the 
| Parthians, ibid. 
The Temple of Janus ſhut up twice, 1bid. 
His Diſaſters and Defeats, cal 
His Reformations in Military Diſcipline, c. 2.3, 24. 
The Magiſtracies which he bore, "It > 
His Thirteen Conſulſhips, ibid- 
His Triumwvirate for ten years, E366 
His Tribunitian Authority, ibid. 
His Thoughts of reſigning the Republick, &c. 27. 
His publick Building, C. 2V. 
He divides the City into Wards, Cc. 29. 
High ways by him repair'd, ibid. 
And Temples repair'd, ibid. 


His High-Prieſthood, and what he did therein, 


c. 30. 
He ſuppreſſes High-way Men and wiſits the Fails, 
c. 3T. 

Suppreſs'd the New Colleges, ibid. 
Took away many occaſims of Law-ſuits, ibid. 
He makes a Reformation among the Fudges, and of 
the Laws themſelves, ibid. 


His diligence in giving Tudgement, «= 
ome 
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$ 
Some Laws he revisd, ſome he made ney, 


Chap. 33, 34- 


The Senate reform'd, and warious Inſtitutions con- 


cerning the [amie, 6 34. 
New Offices eretted, &- 36. 
He rewards Military IWorth, © 27. 
The Cuſtom of Tranſve&ion reviv'd, 1bid. 
Several Miſcellante Inſtitutions of this Prince, 

Co 39, 39- 
His Liberality to all Orders, C. 40. 
His Frugality. 6. AT. 
The variety and Magnificence of his Publick $ petta- 

cles, E& 42. 
His Orders about the Theatre, 6 4h, 44. 
His Government of Italy, E 45. 
Of the Provinces, | c. 45. 
Of Kingdoms and ally'd Princes, 6. 47. 
The diſtribution of his Military Forces, C.- 4B. 
His fignins Di{patches, Cc. 49, 5O. 
His Clemency, FI. 
And Moderation. "0 7 55 55. 
Highly below'd by the People, = 85, $5, 59. 
And by the Princes his Allies, | $0; 
His particular Conduct from his Youthful years, 

| ce. GT. 
Hz Wives, | i $2. 
His Children, i; 62. 
His Grand Children, bt 64, 65. 
His Friendſhip, c. 66. 
His Behaviour toward his Doweſtick Servants, 
F. 69, 
The Vices of his Youth, e.. 68. 
His Adulteries, c. 69. 
His Extravagant Supper, f. JO. | 
A diſquiſition into the Aſperſions laid upon him, 1 
6. 71. 
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His Continency and Frug ality, Chat; Th. 
His Great Entertainments, - c 
Upon Feſtivals and Holy-days, c. 
Sparing in his Diet, c. 
No way additted to Drink, c. 
His times of ſleeping, E. 7% 
| His Shape and Lineaments, c. 79, $0. 
His Sickneſſes, 'C- ON. 
His care of his Health, c. 82. 
His Exerciſes, c. Uh 
His Studies, Cc. 84. 
Flis Writings, c. 85. 
His Stile, and care to expreſs himſelf, c. 86. 
Newer Curious of his Orthography, c. 88. 
His addiction to the Greek Learning, c. 89. 

His Religion, c. 90, 91 
 Fhis Opinion of the Auguries, Cc. 92. 
His obſervation of Foreign Ceremonies, c. 
The Omens that preceeded his Birth, c. 94. 
Other Omens of bis Grandeur, c. 95, 96. 
Omens preceding his Death, c. iy. 
His ſickneſs and the Cauſe of it, . c. 98. 
His Behaviour during his ſickneſs, ibid. and c. 99. 
His Death, | ibid. and 100. 
His Funeral Pomp and Conſecration, c. 100. 
His laſt Will and Teſtament, E. TOE. 

The third BOOK. 
Tiberius Nero Cafar. 

THe Family of the Claudii, Chap. 1. 
Their extraordinary Services to the Pub- 
lick. 6 - 3. 
Tiberius of the ſame Family, C. 3. 


H:s 
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Heis Father, | Chap. 4. 
The Place and Time of his Birth, 0. 
Hzs Infancy and Childhood, c. 6. 
His Youthtul Manhood and his Wiwes, "$A 
His firjt Eſſays roward publick Buſineſs, e. .V. 
His Military :::chervements, c. 9. 


Hy (udden retirement and the Reaſons of it, c. 10. 


He Iives privately at Rhodes, "2 7 
He deſires to return but is deny'd, ibid. 
He ſtays at Rhodes againſt bis Will and in great 
Contempt, E. 12,13, 
His return after eight years, 6. I4. 
After his return he gives himſelf to caſe and 
quiet, . | c. IF. 
His Adoption, ibid. 
Elefed Tribune a ſecond time and Conquers Ily- 
ricum, Cc. I6, 
He enters the City in a kind of Triumph, "If bee 
He goes into Germany, | Cc. IS. 
Reforms the Military Pi{cipline, Cc. 19. 
He returns to Rome and triumphs, - | E- 20. 
. He jointly adminifters the Government of the Pro- 
vinces with Auguſtus, 6 Ir. 

A ſecond Expedition ito Vilyricum intended, but re- 
call'd upon the Death of Auguſtus, ibid. 
Auguſtus doubtful whether he ſhould leave him the 
Empire, ibid. 
He = young Agrippa to Death, then publiſhes the 
eath of Auguſtus, "WEN 

He convenes the Senate, 6. $2. 
His diſſimulation in refuſmg the Title of Emperor, 
"HE 7'M 

The Reaſons. for it, 6 IT. 
He leads a Civil Life at firſts E, 36 
A preat Enemy to Flattery, L237. 


Little concern'd at {candalons Reflections, &c. 26. 
| Tende; 
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The Conteats. 
Tender in paying every man the Reſpect due to his 


Buality, Chap. 29. 
He ſecm'd to reſtore the Senate their Ancient Dignity, 
Ce 30% 

He never complaind when things were carry'd contrary 
to bis Inclination. c. 36 
He reprov'd ſuch Generals as fail'd to adviſe the St 
nate of their TranſaGions, CG 3% 


He. aſſuns'd the Soveraign Power by degrees, C. 33s 
He retrenches the Expeiices of publick ſights, C- 3 $+ 


Several particular Ads of his Severity, Cs 35s 
He aboliſhes foreign Ceremonies, Co 3G. 
He provides againſt Roobers aiia ſeditions, Ce 37« 
He ftirr'd not out of Rome in two years, Co 30s 
He retires into Campania, Ce <3 
He withdraws to Caprcx, Cs. 4 
Grows Negligent of the Commonwealth, Cit; 
He owns and pradiſes the Vices which he had dif- 
ſemb[Fd, C. 42. 
His Dehauchery with Women, C- 43» 
A particular Abomination of bis, C. 44. 
Hi3s unnatural abuſe of I/omen, C 4% 
His Avarice, Co 40, 
His Buildings, q > 
His Magnificence in Publick very rare, C. 4%: 
His Inju(tice and Rapine, C- 49, 
His batred of bis own Kindred, —- 
And of his own Mother, Co Ys 
He neither loud his own Son nm Germanicus, 
ct 
His unkindneſs io his D...:shter-in-law © grippina, 
6" 
His Grand Children, Co 54. 
His advancing Flius Sejanus, Co" 4%s 


His unhindne ſs to Drs Grecian Con ds anuns, Ce ye 6. 
Symptoms of his Cruel Nature from bis Ghildbood.c.5 
4 = 
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His Afs of Cruelty afterwards, Chap. 58, 59, 60. 
Several other Inſtances of his Cruelty and the Miſeries 


of his time, C. GI, 
The manner of Druſus's death makes his Creclty In- 
ſerportable, 6, 63. 
He is hated for his Adions, b. 63. 
His Daughter-in-Law and Grand Children travel in 
Chiirs, Co G4. 
He defeats the Prcje&s of Sejanus, ©. 64, 
GalPd by the numerous reproaches heap'd wpon him, 
C. 66, 

He expreſſes his Miſeries to the Senate, Xp 
The deſcription of his Perſon, C. 68, 
No great a«mirer of Religion, & $9. 
A Promoter of the Liberal Arts, ih ©. 
He ſeliom us'd the Greek, Language, 6 7s. 
He never aſſay'd to return but twice to Rome during 
bis retirement, | CG 72. 
Fiis tame Dragon, | ibid, 
His Death, Is. 73. 
Omens preceding, C. 74. 
The jay of the People up bis death, k vs, 
His two Iiiits, ' ts. 76, 


The fourth BOOK. 
C. Cafar Caligula. 


———_— the Father of Caligula, Chap. 1,2,3. 
i 


His death in Syria, Li 
Hes death impated to 1 v<rias, | 27 = 
His Elogy, Co Zo 
Belov of the People, G4 $, 6 
Fiis iife and Children, Co 7. 


Caligula ber, Ce 8. 
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The Name of Caligula, whence, Chap. 9. 
His Chilahood and Adoleſcency, . Gm 
Symptoms of his cruel and wicked diſpoſition,  C. 1T. 
His Wife Junia Claudilla, Co. 2% 
His attempt to remove Tiberius by Poiſon, ibid. 
He obtains the Empire to the Wiſh of all Mankind, 
C13 

The abſolute Management of Affairs is deliver'd into 
his bands, C Thi 


His fickneſs and the Peoples diſtradiom upon it, ibid. 
His Popular inſinuations ifito the Peoples affedion, 


C. 15s 
His moſt laudable Ads, C. = 
His Conſulſhips, Co 1% 
His munificence to the People, the Senate and the 
Equeſtrian Order, Fa 
His Shews and Spectacles, C. 19, 19, 20. 
His StrufGures, C. 2 
His Arrogancy toward Gods and Men, c=. 234 
His Pride and Contempt of his neareſt Relations, 
Ce. 238 
His Inceſts with his Sifters and Proft#tution of” them, 
C2 
His Marriages how contraded and diſſolv'd, C233 
His baughty © arriage toward the Senate and others, 
C. 26; 
His fierceneſs and cruelty, C29 
His Barbarity, C. 2 
His Savage Expreſs ns. Cc. 29, 36 
His wiched Wiſh. Co 23 fa 
His Inhumanity in the midſt of his Recreations and 
Jets, C.- 3< == 
His embitter 4 Malice and Envy againſt Perſons of all 
AT, Co 3+, 3 3 
He neither ſpar 'd bis own nor ihe Chaſtity of any 0- 
ther Perſon, Co 3G 


AX 2 The 
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The Profuſeneſs of his Expence, Char. 37. 
His Rapine and Extortion, 6 36, 39. 
His Impojts and Cuſtoms, till then new and unheard of, 

40, 41. 


He complai;:s of his Poverty and is reliev'd, C. 42, 
His Ridiculous Expezition into Gcxrmnany, C. 43, 


44, 45» 40. 

His care for the ordering of bis Triumph, i 47» 
His horrid defign to have murder'd the Legions, 

"A" + 
His ſevere deeds and ſayings upon bis return, G 49. 
His Perſon deſcrib'd, Co 5O. 
His extream Confi dence and extraordinary fear C. 51, 
His Apparcl and uſual dreſs, Co 52. 


F hat kindneſs be had for the Liberal Sciences, C. 53. 
What other Arts he prafi;s'd and affeded, + So 
flis extracrdinary kindneſs to ſuch as be fanſyd, 


"LN 

The Conſpiracies againſt bis Life, and liſt of Caltlius 
| Cherca, Co 593 
Te Prodigies that portended his Murther, "Lv 
Tre time and manner of his Murther, © $9, 
His  erdinary Burial and the Murther of his Wife and 
Cold. Co 59. 

The Condition of thoſe times, and an Ovſervation of 
ve Name of Caius. C, GO, 


The Gih BOOK, 
Tiberius Claudins Ceſar. 


x; Ie Natwity of his Father, his Atcheivements, 
A and the Fioncurs done him after his death, 

Chap. I. 
29! Pirth of Giaugdius, and bis Namec, i 2. 


His 
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Hi; Childhood and Adoleſcency, ibid, 
Deſpis 'd for his Stupid itty, Chap. 3. 
The judgment of Augutrus concerning him, Ce 6 
How be liv'd under [iberiws, C. $. 6 
How he liv'd under Caius, OL - 
The Emperor puts daily aftronts apon him, c. > 


No leſs threatn'd with ſeveral hazards of his Lifh 
and Honor. C- #6 
He aſcends the Throne by a Miraculous chance, C. 10. 
Bring come to the Emtire, he ſtudies his own and the 
publick ſecurity, Co Ui 
His Offices of Piety to Augultus, M. Antony, Libe- 


rins and others, tbid, 
His modeſty in aſſuming grandeur to himſelf, Cc. 12. 


Favour'd by the People, ibid. 
Several Conſpiracies againit him, c-23 
His Conſulſhips, C. 146 
His aſtduity, yet unconſtant humour in hearing and 
aetermining Cauſes, CG. 24% 
Flis Cenſorſhip and how he manag'd it, C. 36 
His Expeditions, C..- 2 
His Indujtry to preſerve we City from Fired 
Famine, C. 1% 
His Strufiures and publick Works, C. 19, 26 
His ſhews and Liberality to the People, C23 
His Alterations in military Diſcipline and Civil Go- 
vernment, C. 23, 23, 246, a 
His Wedlocks, C. 26 
His Children, . C--3% 
His demeanour toward his enfranchis d Bondmen, 
c- 2 

At the diſpoſal of his Wife and his Servants, C, 29. 
His Perſon and his Conſtitation, Cc. 3&, 4236 
Magnificent in his Entertainments, C36 


His extraordinary Appetite, a little ſleeper, but Jujt- 


ful toward Iomen, G33 
a3 F: 
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A oreat Gameſter, ibid. 
Of a crudl and bloody diſpoſition, Chap. 34+ 
His extrarrdinary diftraſt and ſuſpition, Co 35s 
His dread of bare and idle reports, Co 36. 
The Cauſe of the death of ſeveral Perſons, C. 37. 
His Choler and Paſſion, C. 39. 


His want of conſideration and forgetfulneſs, Cc. 39. 
His wonderful careleſſneſs of what he ſaid or did, 


Co 40, 

His addition to Hiſtory, and what Hiſtories he 
wrote, C 4Is 
His weneration for the Greek, Language, C. 42. 
He repents his Marriage with Agrippina, Co 43s 
His laſt Will and Teſtament, C. 44. 
His Death, Obſequies and Conſecration, Co 45. 
The Preſages of bis death, Co 46, 


The fixth BOOK. 
Nero Ceſar. 


F the Domitian Family and Family of the 


| Enobarbi, Chap. r. 
His Great Great Gra Maker Cneus Domitius, 
"FM 
The Son of Cneus the beſt of all the race, 6 3. 
He the Father of Domitius, FM 
I ho begate the Father of Nexo, in every part of his 
Life detejtable, LS. - 
The Birth of Nero, Co 6G, 
That he was when very young, "3h A 
He comes to the Empire at ſeventeen years of Age, 
and by rohat means, ' lt 
He begins his Reign with a pretended Oftentation of 
Piety, | C. 9. 


Farther 


The Contents. 
Farther Teſtimonies of bis V ertuous Inclinatious, 


Chap.. 10, 
His Shews and P{avys, c. 3, 
The Entry of Tiri' ::c5 ito the City, C. #36 
His Conſulſhips, Co Bu 
His Adminiſtration of Fuſticc, C-. = 
His new form of building, C. 16. 
His way to prevent the jorging of Deeds, 
His defign to withdraw his Forces out of Britain, 
C. 3% 
His Progreſs into Foreign Cruntries, C. 6 
His addition to Mrufich , Ce. 20, 
And Study of Applanſe in that Science, ibid. 
His Condeſcentions to fing and at in publich, C. 21. 
A Paſſionate admirer of Horſes, Cui Bits 
His Ambition to be ſeen drivi 27 Chariots by the 
People, | ibid. 
His Reply to a Grzcian ihat commended his Voice 
and defi i'd bim to fing, - mm 
Fle puts in at all Tryals of Skill, Ga; 
His ſubmiſſion to the Laws and Rules of Publick 
Meetings for Tryals of Skill, Co; Bb 
His return from G#ce, and bis publick Entry anto 
Napics, Co. 25s 
His frolicking and ſcowring about the Strects, C. 26, 
His Riot and Luxury, & #7 
His unlz»fui Pleaſures and Contaminations of mar- 
ry'd Women, Co 20. 
His proftitution of his own Chaſtity, C. 29, 
His exorvitant Profuſencſs, G30» 
His vaſt Buildings and other Prodigious works, C. 3T. 
His Rapine and Extortion. & 3#- 
His PAP and Murders, & 33. 


His Practices againſt bis Mother, whom he caus'd to 
be ki'l'd, and view'd her part by part after ſhe was 
murther 'd, Co 34. 

a 4 | 1he 
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The Horrers that ſei d him after her death. Ibid. 
His Wives, Chap. 35, 
A Blazing Star portending bis downfal 3 and the _—_ 
; ſpivacy of Piſo diſcover'd, - 36, 
He gives the ful: ſwinge to his.Cruelty, bt -37. 
He ſets Rome on fire, C. 36. 
Other Cal mitics attending b#ys Inhamanity. bs 39. 
His patience #m hearing the Execrations and Reproaches 
that were caſt upon 'bim, 1bid. 
The Gauls revolt wnder Julius Vindex, k h0. 
His oſcit ancy and careleſneſs upon the News of his 
approaching troubles, ibid. 
He returns to Reme, i 41. 
His heart fails him 1 ron the news of Galba's re- 
volt, mY Co 4s 
His deteſtable ProjeGs at the beginning of theſe Inſur- 
Pections, Co 43. 
Ele prepares to march againſt the Revolters, Co 44, 
Other accidents make for Nero's werrivees, Co 45» 
ihe Portents that precelil his Ruine, C. 46. 
His behaviour upon Intelligence of the Revolt of the 
reſt of the Army, 647. 


-” 


He retires to a Houſe belonging to his enfranchis'd 
Bondman Phanusz His behaviour there, C, 48, 49. 
File ents his own Throat with toe belp of Epapbrodi- 


tus, ibid, 
His Funera!, & JO. 
His Stature ana Complexton, © JT. 
His Proficiency in Learning and Poctry, 42. 
Fiis delig!t in painting and plaiſter of Paris Rs 
330 

His afeTicn to wreſiling and the Gymnic Sports, 
ibid. 

His afan to wt-do Rexcules, tbid, 


His defign of introducing B, craulicks, Choraulicks, 


Ee C. $4» 
His 
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His Ambition of Fame and Immortality, Chap. 55. 


2; 
[71 
Lt 
Fac 
x 


| His Contempt of Religion, c. 
The joy of the People upon the news of his death, 
c.. 


The ſeventh BOOK. 


Servins Sulpitins Galba. 


4 "LY Line of the Cxſars fails in Nero 3 the Sign 


that foreboded the Revolution, Chap. I. 


© Galba ſucceeds, Ch 
* The Reaſon of the Sirname of Galba, C. 
7 Galba's Anceſtors, ibid. 
3 Galba when born , his Childhood, and the Portents of 
3 bu prandeur, C. 4 
7 His Studies and Wives, Cs So 
8 His Veneration for Livia, ibid. 
# Hi honours both at home and abroad, c. 6 
7 His Severity an Military Diſcipline, ibid. 


q He Governs Africa with great Severity and Fatice, 


c:Þ 


3 He receives Triumphal Ornaments, and the honour of 


High- Prieſt a Third time, Co. 


* How he liv'd for the moſt part under Ner9, itbid. 


3 He is ſent Governour int» Spain, and the Prodipies 


* that portended him the Empire, tbid. 
1 His Behaviour in Spain; C. 9. 
He hears of the Revolt of Gallia, ibid. 


He aſcends the Tribunal, and is faluted Emperor 3 
and the order which he took for the management of 


3 bis Aﬀairs, C. 
| He takes upon him the Title of the Roman Peoples 
i General, ibid. 


| The Heavens favour his deſigit, ibid. 


His 
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His defigns are diſturb'd, and himſelf in great dan- | 
ger, ibid, 
The death of Vindex troubivs him, but upon the death| 
_ of Neto he aſſumes the Title of Cazſfar, Chap. 11. 
He enters the City, not wo! veceiv'd upon the report of 


by Cruelty aad Covetouſneſs, C, I 2. 
How he govern'd the Empire, ibid. 


Govern'd himſelf by three Perſyns, Cc. 13, 14, 15-| 
Diſpuited by all the degrezs and Orders of the Ro-i 


man People, and hated among the Soldiers, c. 16. 


The German Army firjt revolts, ibid, # 
Fle adopts Puo, c. 17.8 
The Prodgees that attended bis Exit, c. 13. 
He gives Qiho an Opportunity to accompliſh his En- 

erpreſe, Cc. 19. 
He 15 murder'd, Co 20, 7 


His Stature and ſhape, | Cc. 21. 
His common Cuſtoms and Inclinations, c. 22.8 
His Ape, and the honours decreed bim by the Se-if 

nate, C. 23.8 


The eighth BOOK. 
M. Salv:us Otho., 


Is Anceſtors , and Father, Chap. 1,} 

His Nativity, and courſe of Life when young, \ 

How he I'd under Nero, Cc. 3.8 
He preſcroves Poppza Sabina from Nero, but trea- | 
cherouſly, ibid. 
For which reaſon he is ſent out of the way into | 
Spain, ibid. 
4o revenge himſelf he aſſiſts Galba, C. 4.4 
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He conceives great hopes of the Empire 3 upon the A- 
doption of Piſo, be betakes him{elf to Arms, 


Chap. 5. 
The courſe which hz ſo took to obtain the Empire, to 
murder Galba, & « 
His afions at the beginning of his Reign, &.% 
The Ghoſts of Galba terrifie him, ibid, 
The beginnings of the Vitellian War, CG % 
The Fidelity of the Pretorian Bands to him, ibid. 
Otho's Expedition proſperous at firft, C. 9. 
Overthrown at Bebriacum he reſolves to kill himſelf, ib. 
His abomination of Civil War, Co. 1 
The reaſon of h+s reſolution to ki himſelf, ibid. 
Hzs laſt Acis and his ſelf-murder,. Ce 3h 
His form, habit and manners, Co I2, 
His death reconciled him to the good Opinion of the 
Soldiers, ibid, 
The ninth BOOK, 
Aulus Vitellius. 

He Original of the Vitellii, Chap. r. 
His Grand-father and his Sons, Quintus Pub- 

lius and Lucius, ibid, 
Luctus 2 great F latterer, Ce' 2, 
Aulus Vitellius bora, and bis Adoleſcency, - 


How be liv'd under Caius, Claudius and Nero, c. 4. 
Honours heap'd upon him, and manag'd with diffe- 


rent deſign and Reputation, Co.% 
His Wives and Children, Cc. 6 
Sent into the lower Germany by Galba, C.-Y 
He courts the AﬀeGion of the Soldiers, and is ſalu- 
ted RO Co. 
His 
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Flis Ads aud Sayings in his March oi of Germany 


t0 Rome, Chap. 9, ITO. |} 
He enters tv A and begins his Governmei:t igno- | 
minionfly, | "of FM 
He is govern'd by a $ tage-player and a Chariot- L 
driver c. 12, i 
Flis unſeslonabvle Gluttony, G13. i 
Flr Cra-lty, ; CG 36. 3 
Ta the aghth Month of bis Reign the Armies revolt, * 
LLA 
Fle deſires to reſign the Empire, ibid, | 
Hg ſends to capitulate with the Enemy, ibid. 3 
He flies privately out of the City, but returns a> |} 
gain, | CG 416. 
| He 75 taken by the Enemies Avant-Courriers, and is- 
nominiouſly ſtain, 6 I” 
Hlis Age and the Omen of vis fat, © IÞ. 


The tenth BOO E. 


T. Veſpaſtanus. 


() F te Flavian Family, Chap. r. 

The Graud-fathr and Father of Ve<ſpaſtan,ibid. 
The Þirth and Education of Vctpaſian, [26 
His Employments, ibid. 
His IT ives. Chilzren and Concubine, 3. Þþ 
Flow he lid under Claudius, Cc 4. 3 
How ander Nero, ibid, 9 
Made General of the War againſt the Jews ibid, #7 
After the death of Nero and Galba be conceives hopes | 

of ootaining the Empire, ws. | 
The Prodizies 'that ence rags Dim, loid, q 
F le mac no attempt till importun 4h by bis Friends, C. 6, | 
dhe Mzhan Secldicrs ele bim Emperor, ibid, } 
The F 

3 


The Conrencs. 


The Legions ſwear fealty to him in Xgypt, Chap. 6. 
The —_ Army does the- ſame in Judea, ibid, 

The Civil War began he goes to Alexandria, YL 
He goes ingognito to the Temple of Serapis, ibid. 


He cures the blind and the lame, ibid, 
His Confilſhip and Cenſorſhip, I 
Firs care of the City, ibid. 
dis Strwcdueres 's, Ce 
Fie regult2s i! Adminiſtration of Fuſtice, Ce IO. 
His reftraint # Debanchery, oy | - 
He beaſts the former meanneſs of his Condition, C. 12. 
Refuſes the Tribanitial Authority, tbid. 
He alows his Friends the Freedom of Diſcourſe, 
Ce 

Never reſented old Injuries, Co: 34 
He never puniſh'd wittingly any annocent Perſon, 
Cut 

His Covetouſneſs, C. IG. 
His bounty and Liberality, Co. .3% 
A great Enconrager of Arts and Ingenuity, Co: 
Herevives the ancient Dramatick Kehcarſats and Songs, 
Co 19% 

His Feaſts and Banquets, _ 
Hi Stature and Conſtitution of Health, Ce. 260 
His method of living, C--4# 
His familiarity and Facetiouſneſs, C-20 
His Application of the Greek Verſes, Cs. 3 
His lequacity in Diſcourſe, ibid. 
His Ripartees, and 7okes, tbid. 
His death, C. 24 


His Confidence of his own and the: Nativity of is 
Children, ibid. 


The Contents. 
The eleventh BOOK. 
Veſpaſtan. 


buy the Darlins and delight of Mankind, 
Chap. 1. 


His Birto and Education, "3- 
The extraor dinary Accompliſhments of his Body and 

Aind, Co 30 
His Firſt Services in War, CG 46 
tHe --» quod i  Legin 1 211 Ln dea, = 
Yent to CONGrat 77t Caiba, C. 


He is Ie #1 i0 Þct "fc 7 the Cenr rowcft of Judeza and _ 
jerufalern, ibid. 
Suſpefted of 'inteuding to reveit from his Father, 
ibid, 

He a&s as a fparer in the Er ere, 6. 6; 
He fmeros h; ſelf C:yiutc 4 1bid, 
Obnoxtors for bis Lingary and Le, "BA 


Naiu, airy a Perſon of oy _— S, & $- 
Fe t9 thes HPO hum #be Pegnrey of Chief Pontif, 
Co ©, 


His |. hindan ſs to bis Brother, ibid. 
He is tafe!; ſick, itbid. 
His death, Co IO. 


The twelfth BOOK. 


Titus Flavins Domittanys, 


He Birth of Domitian, Chap. r. 

His Torth and Adoleſcency. ibid. 
His Expeditions, | fo B. 
| | His 
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T;s Cuſtom of keeping himſelf private, Chap. 3. 

is Spectacles and Shews, uy 

#4 Droarf f floed alway at bis Feet, ibid. 
FE Hs Stracures and Reparations, Ci.4 

L " His Warlike Expeditions, Co 
His alterations of the Common Cuſtoms,  - 

1 Eis diligence in the Adminiſty ation of Tuſtice, c. 8. 

| f | Zt the beginning of bis Reiga Mild and Gentle c, 9, 
7 After _ moſt Crael and Inhuman, Cc. 3 
W 0 His cienming ani; furprize in his Cruelty, C3 


-" 
£ 
Vs 

Wo 


* His w = y get Money, C. 
5 From vis Youth uncivil and diſobliging, confident and 
© pre ſumptuons, C. 13. 

* Conſpiracies againft bim, C.. 4 
{ His Fears ind Jeatmfus tbid, 
2 Heputs to death F, Clnumns his Couſen-german, C15. 
= The Proaigies portending his fall, tbid. 
Y {He rs varioaſly terrifi'd and diftratied, =_— 

The manner of the Conſpiracy and bis death, Co BF 


* His Stature and Lineaments, C. 3 
F He was impatient of Lahour, . 
3 He negleQed all manner of Liberal Studies, 20. 
7 His courſe of living. _ 2's 
7 His great addidion to V, enery. 22, 
* The Soldiers lament his death, 22 

| Domitian's Dream, 24. 
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ULIUS Ce/fESAR was in the lixteenth 
year of his Age at his Fathers Death, and 
the year. following , being High-Prieſt of 

: Fupiter Ele, he divorc'd Coſſutia, a Lady, 

Z not only of an Equeſtrian Family, but a very 

great Fortune, to whom he had been contracted 

during his Minority, and Married Cornel:a, the 

Daughter of Cina,, who had born the Conſu- 

late four ſeveral times. Of her, he begat his 

Daughter Fuljs; nor could all the Arguments 

of Syl/a the Dictator , prevail upon him to part 

with her. Whereupon, being ſuſpended his Sa- 
cerdotal Dignity , and having both his Wive's 

Portion,and his own Paternal Eſtate ſequeſter'd, 

he was ſuſpected co incline to the Country Party ; 

inſfomuch that he was forc'd to abſcond, and, 
though ſick of a Quartan Ague , was glad to 
ſhift his Quarters almoſt every Night, and to 

| B 2 bribs 


The LIFE of 
bribe the Meſſengers who were ſent to appre- 
hend him : ll at laſt, through the interceflion 
of the Veſtal Virgins, and of Mamercrs e/Emil;i- 
zs, and Aurel Cotta, his Kinfmen, he got his 
Pardon.' It's reported for a certain, that, when 
Sylla hall for ſome time obſtinately refys'd to 
hearken to the Mediation of ſeveral of his inti- 
mate Friends, Perſons of great Worth and Ho- 
nour, and was at laſt forc'd to yield to their re- 
pzaced Importunities, he cry'd out ( whether 
by a kind of Prophetick Spirit, or meer Conje- 
&ure, who knows ?) Well then, take him among? 
you ; but withal, let -me tell you, That this Many 


whim you would ſo gladly reſcue from the Hands of 


7 uſtice, will one day ruine the Intereſt of the States 
Party, which "we have hitherto joyntly defended ; 
for there are a great many Marii in one Czlar. 

2. He made his firſt Campagne in 4/7, in 
quality of a Reformade, under the Command of 
M. Thermns the Pretor ; by whom he was di- 
ſpatch'd into Bithynia, to expedite the Sail of 
the Fleer, where his ſtay wich Nicomedes occali- 
ord the Repore of his being that King's Profti- 
tucz ; which was ſhortly after confirm'd by his 
ſudden return thither, upon the ſlender Pretence 
of getting up a Debr, due to a Libercine, his 
Client. But che ſucceſs of his other Adventures 
wiped off that Afperſion, and he behav'd him- 
felt with ſo much Gallantry at che taking of 
Aitylene , that Thermus did him the Honour to 
preſent him with a Civic Crown. 

2. He bore Arms likewiſe in C:lic:a, under 


' Ser<ilizs I[auricas, but not long : For being fluſh'd 
with the News of Syl/a's Death, and the Hopes 


of bettering his Fortune, by the Dillention Lepi- 
4: had rais'd, he repaired immediately to Rome 
Yet 
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JuLius CaSAR. 


Yet diſtruſting Lepidas his Parts, and diflatisfied 
with the Opportunity, which came not-up to 
the greatneſs of his Expecartions, he rejeed a!l 
Overtures of joining with him. Beſides, atrer 
the Civil Heats were over, he impeached . Ccr- 
nelius Dolabella, a Perſon who had formerly tri 
umphi'd, and been Conſul, of Bribery and Ex- 
tortion, during the diſcharge of his Office. 
Who being acquitted, he thought fit to retire to 
Rhodes, as well to decline the Odium of an Evi- 
dence, as to ftudy at his leiſure under that cele- 
brated Maſter of Eloquence, Apollonizs, the Son 
of Melon. In his Voyage thicher, which hapned 
in the Winter-ſeaſon, he fell intro the Hands of 
certain Pyrats, who cruis'd uyon the Coaſts of 
the Ifle Pharmacuſa, with whom he remain'd 
Priſoner near forty days, ia the greateſt huff 
and indignation imaginable, attended only with 
one Phylician, and two Valers de Chambre; for 
he had immediately diſmiſs'd his Fellow-travel- 
lers, and the reſt of his Retinue, to raiſe Money 
for his Ranſom : Fifry Talents were no ſooner 
paid, and he ſet on Shore, than he put to Sea 
again in purſuit of the Privateers, whom he took 
and executed, as he had often threatned them 
in raillery, whilſt he was yet their Priſoner. 
Mithridates in the mean time laying waſte the 
adjacenc Countries, that he might not ſeem ta 
ſit idle and unconcern'd in that exigence of Reo- 
man Allies, he ſteer'd his Courſe from Rhodes, 
whicher he was bound, for 4/ia, where raiſing 
Forces, he drove his Deputy-Lieutenanc out of 
the Province, and confirnid ſeveral Cities 1n 

their Obedience, which were ready to revolt. 
4. When the People had made him Military 
Tribune, (the firſt Honour they conferrd- on 
B 2 | him, 
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him, after his return; to Rome) he ſtrennoufly 
abetted that Party that was for reſtoring the 
ancient Authority of the Tribunes, which Syl/z 
had mightily intrench'd upon. He likewiſe 
g4in'd the Point of recalling Lacizs Cinna, his 
Wives Brother, and ſeveral others of Lepidzs his 
Adherents, who, after his Death, had fled with 
him to Serrorizs, by a Bill which Plzrizs brought 
in, whom he himſelf ſeconded with an Ha- 
rangue to the People. 

5. In his Queſtorſhip,he made his Aunt Fulia's 
and his late Wife Cornelia's Funeral Orations, as 
the Cuſtom was; and in the Panegyrick upon 
his Aunt, gave this Account of Hers and her 
Fathers Extraction by both Sides: 24 Aunt Ju- 
lia, by the Mcthers Side, came of Royal Blood, and 
by the Father's was related to the Gods themſelves ; 
for her Mother was of the Houſe of the Marcii, de- 
ſcended from Ancus Marcius, King of Rome ; 
and her Father was of that of the Juli, who ſprang 
from Venus, and of which we are a Branch. So 
that Kings, whoſe Perſons are Sacred, and they the 
greateſt of Men; and the Gods, whom 29e worſhip, 
and in whoſe Hands are Rings themſelves, both con- 
cur to render our Family Great and Illuftrious. Afﬀ- 
ter the Deceaſe of Cornelia, he married Pompeza, 
Q. Pompeia's Daughter , and L. Sylla's Grand- 
daughter ; whom he afterwards divorc'd, upon 
{ſuſpicion that P. Clodizs had debauch'd her. For 
**was ſo'confidently reported, he had acceſs to 
her in Womens Habit, during the time of Pub- 
lick Worſhip, that'the Senate order'd him to be 
indicted for profaning it. 

6. Being named one of the Provincial Que- 
Fors, or Treaſurers, his Lot fell-upon the farther 
Spain; where going'his Circuit, in order to _ 
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adminiſtration of Juſtice, according to the Pr2- 
tors Commiſſion, he came to Cadez, and there 
ſeeing the Statue of Alexander the Great in the 
Temple of Hercules, he fetch'd a deep ſigh, and 
as it {ick at the thoughts of his former ſluggiſh 
and unadctive days , that he had done nothing 
memorable at thoſe years , in which Alexander 
had made himſelf Maſter of the Univerſe, he 
immediately petition'd for his Quzerzs, to wait 
the opportunity of ſhowing himſelf in the City. 
Beſides this, having dreamt the night before,chat 
be had raviſhd his Mother , and being told *twas 
a Preſage he would one day arrive at an univer- 
ſal Monarchy ; for that the Mother he dreamt of 
debauching, could be nothing but the Earth, the com- 
mon Parent of all, he began to think mighty 
things of himſelf. 

7. Quitting therefore his Office, before his 
Commitlion was expired, he repair'd to the La- 
tiny Colonies, who were at that time petitioning 
for their Freedom, and had certainly put them 
upon ſfome deſperate Attempt , if the Conſuls 
had not aw'd him with keeping the Legions up 
in Arms a while about the City , which were 
deſigned for C/;cia. But for all this Diſappoint- 
ment, he continued ſtill co purſue yet greater 
Projects againſt the Government. 

8. For a little before he entred upon h's -#- 
dileſhip, he was ſuſpected to have been in a Con- 
tederacy with 2. Craſſus (a Conſular Man) P. 
Sylla, and L. Autronins , who, after they had 
been ele&ted Conſuls, were convict of corrupt 
canvaſing for Voices. The Deſign , it ſeems, 
was to have ſetupon the Senate about New-years 
Day ; at what time , having aſſaflinaced ſuch 


Members as they thought fitteſt to be taken out 
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of the way, Craſſms was to uſurp the Dictator- 
ſhip, and to appoint Czſar Deputy in his Ab- 
ſence; and the Common-wealth being new mo- 
del'd, after a Platform of their own , Sy/ia and 
Antronius were to be reſtored to their Dignity. 
Tanuſins Geminirs makes mention of this Conlpi- 
racy in his Hiſtory ; 2M. Bibulas 1n his Edicts ; 
and C. Curio the Elder , in his Orations 3 and 
Citero ſeems to hint at it in an Epiſtle to Ax:z5,in 
theſe words ; Ceſar confirm'd himſelf in that Go- 
wernment during his Conſulſhip,which he had thoughts 
of 2hil} he was yet e/£dile, or Surveyor of the 
Buildings. Tanuſixs adds farther , that Craſſas, 
either through fear , or remorſe of Conſcience, 
abſenting himſelf the day on which the Mur- 
ther was to have been Executed, Ceſar gave not 
the Signal agreed upon, which, as Cur relates, 
was the throwing his Gown off his ſhoulders. 
:The ſame Author, and 2. Aﬀorivs Naſo report, 
he was in another Conſpiracy with Crnezs P:/o, 
a young Gentleman , who was preferr'd out of 
courſe, to the Government of Spain , to baulk 
his Deſigns at home. Car was to carry on the 
Inſurrection in the City, 'and P;/o in the Coun- 
ery , by making a Party amongſt the Inhabi- 
tants of the other ſide of Poe, and others upon 
the River Lambrus. But Piſo dying, the Project 
Expir'd with him. 2 
9. In his eA4ilſhip, he beautified not only 
the Guild-Hall, the Hall of Ele&ions, and Courts f 
Tudicature, but the Capitol, with Galleries, built 
there,only upon occaſion of ſome preſent publick 
volemnities, 'to expoſe part of the Preparations 
in, when too large for the uſual places of re- 
ception. He entertain'd the People likewiſe with 
baiting of Wild Beaſts, and Plays, both in con- 
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junction with his Colleague, and without him; 
whereby he engroſsd all the credit of their 
common expences; infomuch, that his Brother 
Bibalus could not but obſerve that he had much 
the ſame hard fate with poor Pollux ; for as the 
Temple ere&ed in honour of him as well as of 
Caſtor, bore only the name of the latter, ſo his 
Partner Ceſar carried away all the Glory of 
their joint Munificence. Beſides all theſe Diver- 
fions, he gratified them with the Combarts of ſe- 
yeral Gladiators, though nat in ſuch numbers as 
he ar firſt intended ; for the vaſt multitudes of 
them which he had got together from all Parts, 
having a little alarm'd his Enemies, they procu- 
rd a publick Edid, to determine the number, 
which no Perſon in Town ſhould dare to ex- 
ceed. 

io. Having thus won upan the Afﬀections of 
the Rabble, he endeavoured next, by the inter- 
eſt of ſome of the Tribunes, to prevail upon the 

Commons, to ſend Forces under him into «#- 

gypr, to quell the Rebellion there , expecting at 
that jundture, to have got a Command in his 
hand, that was out of courſe; the Alexandrians 
having driven out their King , whom at that 
time the Senate had honour'd with the Title of 
their Friend and Ally ; an Infolence that was 
generally ill reſented. But the States Party pre- 
ſently quaſh'd the Deſign ; and therefore, to 
give as great a blow at their Authority as he 
could in return, he repair'd the Traphies, erect- 
ed in memory of C. Marzzs his Victories over 

Fugurtha, the Cimbrians, and the Teutons, which 
Syllz had demoliſh'd. Being likewiſe in Gom- 
miſlion to ſit upon Life and Death, in all In- 


ditments of Murther , he ardered them ta be 
_—_ > equally 
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equally proſecuted with the reſt, who had re- 
ceiv'd Moneys out of the Exchequer, for aflafit- 
nating ſuch Citizens as Sylla had proſcribed, 
though his Laws had particularly excepted 
them. 

11. He likewiſe ſuborn'd Evidence to ſwear 
Treaſon againſt C. Rabirizs ; by whoſe eſpecial 
afliſtance, the Senate had not many years be- 
fore repreſs'd the ſedicious practices of L. Satur- 
ninu the Tribune; and being appointed to try 
him, he was ſo eager upon his Condemnation, 
that nothing inclin'd the People more to com- 
miſeration in his Appeal to them, than the In- 
veteracy of his Judge. 

12. Having now laid aſide all hopes of Com- 
mand in egypt, the next Office he appear'd tor, 
was that of High Prieſt , for which , he treated 
and bribed at ſo extravagant a rate, that conſi- 
dering with himſelf, how much it had run him 
in debt, he is reported to have afllur'd his Mo- 
ther, as he took his leave of her, that morning 
he went to the Ele&ion , that he would never 
rcturn againif he miſt it ; and indeed, he 1o far 
out-voted his two Competitors , men of great 
intereſt , and who had the advantage of Age 
and Honour on their ſide, that he had more 
Voices even in their Wards, than both of them 
had in all. 

I3. The Confpiracy of Cataline being diſco- 

ver'd whilſt he was Prefer, or Lord =_ Fuſtice, 
. and the whole Senate unanimoully reſolving to 
put him and his Accomplices to death , he was 
the only man who voted for their Impriſonment 
only, in ſeveral Market-Town Goals, and Con- 
fiſcation of Goods; nay , and fo far terrified 
thoſe who were for the rigour of the Law, by 
: repeated 
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repeated repreſentations of the publick Odium 
they would draw upon themſelves for the fu- 
ture, that Decimzs Silanws, Conſul Ele, becauſe 
he could not with honour flatly retract his Opi- 
nion, thought fir however to explain himfelf in 
ſofter terms, pretending to have been miſunder- 
{tood in what he had delivered. And he had 
certainly gair'd his point, having now made a 
conſiderable Party in the Senate ; .amongſt the 
reſt, the Conful Cicero's Brother , had: not AM. 
Cato's Speech recolleted the wavering Mem- 
bers, and encourag'd them to ſtand by their 
former Votes. But for all this , he ſtill obſti- 
nately purſued his Argument , till the Guards, 
who attended the Houle, threatned his Death, 
coming in, and bearding him with their naked «/ro--4+1:7 
Swords, pointed 1ſo near his Breaſt, that they 
who fate next him, were forced to quit their 
Seats, and a few Friends ſaved him at laſt with 
much ado, by interpoling betwixt the Souldiers 
and him ; which Attempt upon his Perſon, nor 
only skared him into a Compliance, but made 
him abſent from the Houſe the remainder of 
that year. 

L4. The firſt day he enter'd upon his Pretor- 
ſhip, he convened Q. Catulzs before the People, 
about the Reparation of the: Capitol, having 
firſt publiſhed a Bill to be paſs'd for transferring 
that Charge upon another. But finding him- Pa:npey: 
ſelf unable to grapple with the joint intereſt of 
the Grandees of the State, who waving the uſual 
Complement of an Honorary Attendance upnn 
the new Conſuls, flock'd in great numbers into 
the Court, with vigorous Reſolutions of oppo- 
ſing him : He let this Cauſe tall to the ground 
likewiſe. q- 
| | 15. More- 
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15. Moreover, Czcilizzs Metellzs, one of the 
Tribunes of the People, propounding leveral e- 
ditious Bills to be vaſs'd into Laws, notwith- 
ſtanding the Proteſtations of his Colleagues to 


the contrary, he abetted him with ſo much zeal 


and ſtiffneſs, that they were both remov'd from 
theig Employs by Order of the Senate, in open 
contempt whereof, he continued ſtill in the Ex- 
ecution of his Office , till ſeeing he ſhould be 
obliged to deſiſt by force of Arms, he retired at 
laſt privately home ; where, diſmifling the Li- 
Qors, and laying aſide his Robes, he reſolved 
to acquieſce as the Times ſtood. About two 
days after, he appeaſed the Rabble, who, re- 
{forting to him in numerous Crowds , of their 
own accord, proffter'd , in a tumultuous man- 
ner, to ſtand by him with their Lives and For- 
tunes, if he pleas'd to aſſert his Authority ; an 
A& 1o ſurprizing to the Senate (aflembled in 
great haſte upon that Riot) that they order'd 
him the Thanks of 'the Houſe by ſome of the 
principal Members; and having calFd him into 
the Court, and highly extoll'd him for the Ser- 
vice he had done, repeal'd the former Decree, 
and reftor'd him to his Place. | 

16. He run again another Risk, from an In- 
formation given in againſt him to Nowizes Niger 
the Quzſtor, by CL. Vettizs , and another exhibi- 
ted to the Senate, by Q. Curizs , who both ac- 
cus d him of being an Accomplice in Cataline's 
Contpiracy. Curins (who being the firſt Diſco- 
verer, was order'd a publick Reward) ſwore, he 
had it from Catalize's own mouth, and Vert:res 
promiſed them to produce his own Hand for'r, 
to the ſame Cataline. Ceſar highly refenting 
this, d-ftired the Conſul Cicero would declare, "4 
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he had not formerly made ſome voluntary Diſ- 
covery of the Plot to him ; by which means, he 
baulk'd Curizs of the Recompence decreed him ; 
and as for Yettizes, after he had been forc'd to 
give Bail, had his Goods diſtrain'd, and was al- 
molt torn in pieces in the Popular Afembly, he 
threw him into Priſon, and Nevins the Queſtor 
with him, for preſuming to call a Superiour 


: Magiſtrate before him. 


17. Now that his Prztorſhip was expir'd, and 


2 having the Government of the farther Spain al- 
2 lotted him, he was forc'd to ſatisfie his Credi- 
2 tors with good Security for their Moneys, and 
> immediately after , againſt all Law and Preſi- 
* dent, ſet forward on his Journey, without any 
Z Orders or Inſtructions from the Senate ; either 
Z out of the apprehenſions of ſome Action to be 
Z brought againſt him, now that he was out of 


his Office, or that he might the ſooner expedite 
that Relief which the poor Inhabitants, Roman 
Allies, had inſtantly requeſted. Having ſetled 
Afﬀeairs in the Province, he never ſtaid the Ar- 
rival of his Succeſſor, but repair'd with equal dif- 
Fatch towards Ree , in order to his Triumph 
and Conſulſhip. Orders being illued out for 
the Ele&ion, he could not pofiibly be admitted 
to ſtand, unleſs he entred the City as a private 
Perſon ; a Point wherein he earneſtly prefs'd 


2 he might be diſpens'd with ; . but meecing with 
3 numerous Oppoſers, he was forc'd to wave his 
3 intended Triumph, leaft he ſhould loſe the Corr 
7 lulſhip. 


18. L. Lucins and M. Bibulus being his two 


4 Competitors for the Place, he ſided with the 
3 tormer, upon theſe Terms, That he having the 
2 longer Purſe, and himfelf che greater Intereſt, 


he 
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he ſhould defray all the Charges of the Ele&ion 
in both their Names. 'The Grandees under- 
ſtanding this, and imagining he would ſtick at 
nothing, when once arriv'd at the top of the | 
Government, eſpecially in conjunction with a | 
tame and complying Colleague, put Bzbulzrs up- | 
on the ſame Offers, ro which ſeveral contribu- | 
ted, Cato himſelf being of opinion, that Lar- # 
geſles at that junure were for the Intereſt of # 
the Commonwealth ; ſo that Ceſar and Bibulus 
were created Conſuls. 'Out of the fame Deſign * 
of -curtailing his Authority, the Nobility made 
it their Buſineſs to put them upon mean and in- 7 
conſiderable Employs, as the Care of Woods 7 
and High-ways ; ſo egregious an Afﬀeont,. that 
it put him upon courting Powpey's Friendſhip by Z 
all the good Offices imaginable, whom he knew | 
to have been diſguſted at the Senate, for having | 
delay'd the Ratitication of what he had decreed | 
his Soldiers, after his Victory over Mithridates : | 
He likewiſe reconciled Crafſizs and him, who | 
had been at odds ever ſince. their Confulſhip, 
which they had jointly manag'd with great |z 
Heats and Animoſities, and enter'd into League | 
with thom both, that nothing of Publick Con- 
cern ſhould be tranſacted , without the unani- * 
mous Conſent-and Approbation of all Three. 2 
19. After his Advancement ro the Conſulate, * 
he was the firſt chat order'd a Journal of the * 
Tranſactions of both Senate and People to be * 
taken and publiſh'd. He reviv'd likewiſe an arr |! 
tiquated Cuſtom , that in thoſe Months the |: 
Bundle of Rods and Axes were not in waiting |# 
upon him, an Accen{ws, a fort of Baylifferrant, 
or Cryer, ſhould go before him, and the Lifers | 
er Serjeants follow after. The Agrarian Law 1 
being 4 
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' being promulg'd, ard his Colleague proteſting 


againſt it, he drave him out of the Gui/d-hall by 
force of Arms; which he complaining of the 
next day to the Senate, and no Man daring to 
propoſe fo notorious a Riot to be debated in the 
Houſe, nor move for Satisfaction to be made 
him, as had been the conſtant Practice upon 
ſmaller occaſions, he laid it ſo deeply to heart, 
that he ſculk'd at home ever after, never oppo- 
ſing him but by his Edidts, during the whole 
courſe of his Conſulſhip. From this time he 
had the Government wholly in his own hands, 
which gave occaſion to ſome Wits of the Town, 
when they witneſs'd any Deed or Writing, to 
date it in Raillery, not 2vhen Ceſar and Bibulns, 
but when Tulizs and Ceſar were Conſuls, putting 
the Name and Sirname of the one for them 
both ; and a little after this libellous Diſtich was 
diſpers'd, 


Bibulns ! ho*s he ? He ne'er was Conſul here, 


For Ceſar ated ſolely all the Year. 


20. He divided the Common of the Szellates, 
which the old Romans had devoted to Religious 
Ules, and the Territories of Campania, left as a 
Subſidy to the Publick Stock amongſt Twenty 
thouſand Citizens, who ſhould have Three or 
more Children apiece, without the uſual way 
of Diviſion by Lots. He ſtruck off the Far- 
mers of the Publick Revenues, petitioning for 
att Abatement, a third part of their Rent ; 
openly adviſing tkem withal, not to out-bid one 
another ſo extravagantly for the future. He be- 
ftow'd all other Boons and Gratuities as he 
thought fit, nemine confradicente 3 or if any one 
endeayour'd 
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endeayour'd to oppoſe him, he was preſently 
terrified into a Compliance. He commanded 
a Serjeant to take Cato by force out of the 
Court, and commit him for endeavouring to 
{ſtop his Proceedings. He threatned to lay ſuch 
things to Lucullus his Charge, who had argued 
briskly againſt him, that for fear of the worlt, 
he was glad to caft himſelf at his Feet and beg 


his Pardon : And Cicero, having but in one of 


hisPleadings lamented the badnelſs of the Times, 
the ſame day at three a clock he tranſlated P. 
Clodins, his Enemy, from a Patrician to a Ple- 
beian Family, which himſelf had long ago un- 
ſucceſsfully attempted : And to give one com- 
pendious Blow to the contrary Faction, he ſub- 
orn'd Vettizes to ſwear, That ſome of them had 
ſolicited him co murder Pompey, and to accuſe 
them in the Popular Aſſembly : But one or two 
of the pretended Criminals being diſcharged, 
and the Proje&t looking like a Sham, he de- 
{pair'd of Succeſs ; and, to prevent blabbing, *tis 
thought, poyſoned his Evidence out of the way. 

21. About the ſame time he married Ca/- 
purnia, the Daughter of LT. Pi/ſo, who was to 
lacceed him in the Confulſhip, and beſtow'd 
his Daughter 7«/;a upon Pompey , having di 
vorc'd her from her former Husband Serwiies 
C2pio, one who had ſtuck the faſteſt to him of 
all Men living, in his late Diſpute with Bibu/z. 
After this new Alliance with Pompey, he did him 
the honour of asking his Vote tirſt in the Se- 
nate, which he had done to Craſſzs before : Tt 
being the Cuſtom to obſerve the ſame Order 1n 
raking the Vores all the Year round, with 
which the Con/ul began at the Opening of the 
Soflions on New-years dav. 


23. Now 
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22. Now by the Intereſt of his new Father; 
and Sor-in-Law, he made his own choice of a 
Z Province, which was Gau!, looking upon it as 
F a Place whoſe Advantages would afford him 
Z the faireſt Opportunities of, and Matter for 
I Triumph. Ac firſt indeed his Commillion ran 
2 only tor Ciſalpine Gaul, with the additional ac- 
2 ceſs of Nhyricam, which was confirm'd to him 
2 by the Vatinian Law : But the Senate ſuperad- 
= ded Tranſalpine Gaul , to get the ſtart of the 
7 People, who, they imagin'd, would' confer it 
7 upon him if they deny'd it; which 1o exalted 
7 him, that he could nor forbear {waggering a 
3 few days after in a full houſe, telling them, He 
Z had now compaſſed his Ends, in ſpite of his 
2 diſconſolate Adverſaries, and would certainly 
Z run them down for the future ; to which one 
© of them giving this biting Anſwer, 


& Woman: Ay but (replied he, without 
2 any ſeeming reſentment at the Re- ,,,,, 
7 flexion) 71 bave heard of one Semira- | 
9 mis Queen of Aſlyria, and they ſay the Amazons; 
7 formerly made themſelves Mitreſſes of a conſidera- 
2 ble part of Aſia | the lels. ] | 
3 22. Afﬀer he was out of his Conſulſhip, C. 
'* Memmins and Lucius Domitizrs, who at that time 
2 were Prztors, reporting the (legal Conſular) Acts 
23 which had paſsd the Year betore, he ſubmitr- 
; ted to the Cognizance of the Senace : Bur they 
/ being ſhie of moving in the Buſineſs, and ha- 
2 ving ſpent three days in Debates which came to 
2 no ilſue, he went for Gas/, when immediacely 
F after, one who had been his Queftor in the 
3 Conſulate, was found guilty of certain Delin- 
3 quencies, which might ferve as a Precedent for 
his 


7 * That jt would be an hard tack for a * Alluding to the 
Report of his being N1- 
comedes his Profti- 


made of the As which WH be 
Czxſar paſſed in his op — 
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his Condemnation. A little after this, he was F 
impeach'd by L. 4ntiſtivs Memmins, Iribune of i 
the People ; bur, by an Anpneal to the reſt of 
tne Fraternity, gaim'd this Point, That he ſhould | 
nct pe brought to Tryal whillt abroad upon the * 


Pablick Service. Therefore, the berter to ſe- 
Cur C himielf for tho furure, he made it his buft- 
neſs to ingratiate and keep in with the Annual 


Magiltrares, and to engage his Intereſt only ' 


for thoſe Competitors who would promiſe ro 
ftand by him in his abfence ; wherein he was fo 
infinitely ſcrupulous, that of fome of them he 
required the Solemnity of an Oath, and Hand 
and Seal too, for his S2curity. 


2.4. L. Domitirs, \ + appear'd next for the b 


Conſulſhip, having openly threatned, 


* In the Report he "That though C Ca/ar hav * battled him - 
was but Prztor , yet he 8 
would be even with Gen when Con- i 
ſul, and turn him oat of his Com- 
mand of the A: my. He DF evaild with Craſſzrs 4 
and Pc: 1pey, WROM he had invited to Luca, a M 
City within the Territories of his Province, to 
itand again for the Conſulſhip, to put Domitins 
by, and to move for the renewal of his Com- 
mifiton Five years longer , and ſacceeded in 
both. Upon the ftrengeh whereof, he took the 


contidence to encreaſe the Forces with which 
the State had intruſted him, with ſeveral Legi- 


ons rais'd at his own Charges; amonglt which | 
vias one made vp of Tranſalpine Gauls, and calPd | 
by a Gazliſh name, lands, ( or the Creſted Legion) Mo 
woo, having firft train'd up in, and civiliz'd 
with the Military Diicppline , and other Cu- F 


Ss an " Ulages of the Remeans, he made free * 


of the City; From this time he neyer baulk d 
| any | 


be 
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Jurius Casak 


any Occaſion of making War upon Contede- 
rates, as well as Enemies or Parbarians, with- 
out the leaſt regard to the Juitice of, or the 
Danger that might attend the Action : Infſo- 
much that the Senate had once reſolv'd to de- 
pute Commiſſioners into Gaz/, to inquire into 
the State of Afﬀairs there; and ſome of them 
vored down-righte, that he might be deliver'd 
up into the Enemizs Hands. But Succefs wait- 
ed to conſtantly upon all his Enterprizes, that 
he had oftner, and more days together, ſer 
apart for Solemn Thankſgiving, than ever any 
on2 beiore him. 

25. The great Exploits he perforn'd during 
his Nine years Command in Gaz!l, are thele. 
He reduc'd all that Fra of Ground which 
lies betwixt the Pyrenzan Hills, the Alps, the 
Mountain Gebenna, the Rhine, and the Rhoſze, 
Three thouſand and two hundred Miles in cir- 
cumference, beſides ſuch Towns as were Con- 
federate, and had deſery'd well of him, into 
the form of a Province ; upon which he laid 
an Annual Tribute of 4ooo0co0co 


* Sefferces, He was the firſt Roman 
that, building a Bridge over the 
Rhine, ever attack'd the Germans be- 
yond the Faver, of whom he ſlaugh- 
ter'd molt prodigious numbers. Hze 
invaded the Britains allo, unheard of 
in former Ages, whom having ſub- 
du'd, he laid Contributions upon, 


* Tabinz 4 Roman 
Seſterce for 2 d. which 
it amounts to within 
half a Fart*ing, the 
Reader may eaſily at 
his leiſure reduce this, 
and all following Sums, 
to the Engliſh Stans 
dard, 


and forc'd to give Hoſtages for ſecurity of their 
Allegiance. He met but with three Checks in 
this whole Career of his Victories : Firſt, The 
loſs of almoſt his whole Fleet upon the Coaſts 
of Britain: S2condly, The overthrow of a whole 


6 4 


Legion 
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T egion before Gergovia in Gaz] : And laſtly, The 
in{tidious Defeat of his two Lieutenants, T:iturins 
and Anurunculeizs, upon the Frontiers of Germany. 

26. Whilſt he acted thus abroad, he loſt his 
Mother, his Daughter Ful;a, and his Grand- 
daughter at home. Amidſt which Misfortunes, 1 
the Murder committed upon the Perſon of ? 
P. Clodins {cared the Commonwealth into thoſe 
frightful Apprehenſions, that the Senate reſol- * 
ving to elect but one ſingle Conſul, and pirch- 3 
ing upon Pompey for the Man, he prevail'd with 7 
the Tribunes, who had detign'd tum for his Col- 
league, to put the People upon paſling an 4 * 
to enable him to ſtand the ſecond time for the X* 
Conlulate in his abſence, whenſoever his Com- Z 
miſlion for the Government of Gaz] ſhould be # 
near expird; leſt he ſhould be oblig'd to lay | 
down his Arms upon that occaſion, before he þ 
had compleated his Conqueſts. And now pro- ® 
poling vaſter Projects to himſelf, and with fair- * 
er hopes of Succeſs than ever, upon carrying | 
this great Point, he was never wanting to any 
Man in ac&s of Bounty and Beneticence, both 
publick and private, to gain a Creature. He 
began the Structure of a Forum (a fort of Square 
or Piazza) with Moneys rais'd out of the Spoils 
of his Enemies, whoſe very Area, or Ground- 
plot, ſtood him in above an hundred millions of 
Seſterces. He promis'd the People an Enter- !; 
tainment, and a Sword-play, in memory of his 
deceas'd Daughter ; an Honour never done a 
Woman betore : And highly to enhance their 
Exp=&tations of both, he not only employ'd the 
Publick Cooks and Victuallers in the Town, 
but private Houſes, to make ſuitable Preparati- 
ons for the tormer : And if at any time the Spe- 
ctators 
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Jurius Caxsar. 


&ators ſignified their diſpleaſure at an eminent 
Gladiator, whereby his Life was in danger, he 
commanded him to be took away by force, and 
reſerv'd for an Ornament to the latter. He 
would not ſuffer the young Men, who were to 
be trained up in thoſe Exerciſes , to be taught 
either in the publick Schools , - or by profels'd 
Maſters of Detence, but in Private Houſes, by 
Roman Knights, and fuch Senators themſelves, 
as were skiltul at their Weapon, begging them 
(as is ſtill evident from his Letters) to diicipline 
and inſtruct them themſelves. He order'd his 
Legions double pay for ever, and as oft as Corn 
was plenty, diſtributed it amongit them with- 
Out itinting them to their uſual allowance, and 
now and then gave ſome particular men Slaves, 
and whole Farms. 

27. To retain his former Friendſhip anda Al- 
liance. with Pompey, he made an Orerture to 
him of his Siſters Grand-daughter, Octavia, mar- 
ried to C. Marcellus, on condition he would be- 
ftow his Daughter upon him, who was promi- 
ſed to Fauſtus Sylla.. In order whereunto, ic 
gratified all Pompey's Friends and Acquaintance, 
as likewiſe a confiderable number of Senato:ts, 
with the loan of Moneys upon little or no in- 
tereſt; and nobly preſented all others, whether 
Gentlemen or Plebezans, who came to wait upon 
him, either upon his invitation or their own aC- 
cord, not over-looking their very Freemen and 
Slaves, according as they ſtood in the opinion 
of their reſpedtive Lords and Pacrons : No Cri- 
minal, Priſoner for Debt, or young Bankrupt 
Debauchee of the Town , could {ooner apply 
themſelves to him, than he reliev*d chem ; un- 


leſs perhaps the greatneſs of their Crimes, Debts, 
C2 ar 
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or Debaucherics, non-plus'd the utmoſt extent 
of his afliſtance : For ſuch deſperadss, he usd 
© ſay, muſt make thei Fortunes by a Civil War, or 
nth: "g- 

25. Nor did he with leſs induſtry and appli- 
cation, ingratiate himſelf with Foreign Princes 
and Provinces; prefenting fome with a thou- 
ſand Captives, and ſending others Auxthiary 
Forces, whither , and as often as they pleas'd, 
wichon: Jeave of eicher Senate or People : Be- 
ſides the arcs Fabricks wherewith he beautt- 

F 

fied che Capital Cities of aly,Gan!, Spain,Greece, 
and 4a; till ac laſt ail peopie being {trangely 
__ ant confidering with chemiclves what 
mighc be 1412 rife and delign of theſe proceed- 
INgs, At. « Claudit Marcellzs, the Conſul, having 
in the Pretace ro his Edict defired to confule 
with the Senate , about a concernment of the 
highcft importance to the Senate, propoſed the 
nomination of a Succeflor to Ceſar , betore his 
Commiſlon expired ; for thar the War being 
ended, anc a Peace racified, the conquering Ar- 
mv ought to be disbandzd ; and farther moved, 
that he mi 1ghrt not be admitted as Candidate at 
the men of Confuls in his ablence ; fince 
Pompey's Law, which had made no particular 
provition for 'bim in that caſe, was nor alter- 

wards corrected by decree of the Pcople, but by 
his own, inſ;zrificant, Authority : For it 1o hap- 
pened, that making aLaw Concerning.the regu- 
—_ of Magiltrates, he forgot to Cacept Czſar 

r of char Article, which excluded all in gene- 
heh hat were abſenc from appearing tor thoſe 
nonourable Offices, which he afterwards took 
our and amended, when it had been formerly 
pals d, INgraven in S® OPPCr Plate, and depo- 
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Jurius Casak 


ſited in the Treaſury. Nor was Marcellzzs con- 
tented thus to ſtrip him of his Government, and 
the late ® exemption the People had 


ſe. | ; F 
granted him , but mov'd that thoſe alk 


the Law 


which excluded all ab- 


\ Stk » T'df A —__ Aa [ar 33 Q 
Nowvum Comin, by virtue ot tne Vati- ing for the Conſulſbip. 


_— 


nian Law , might loſe their Enfran- 
chitement, as being granted them merely 
tarough Nis ambition, and in greater numbers 
than the Act allow'd of. 

29. Ceſar nerled at this, and conſidering (as 
*tis reported he has beon often heard to ay.) 
That if he ere once degraded from the firſt of the 
three Fjtates to the ſecond, he might much more ea- 


7 fily be debaſed from that to the meaneſf of all ; uſed 


RO 
+ 
kt, 
* 
vg 
W 
; 996 
of 
Wo: 1h 
IE 
HE. 
Ye 4 
Bites, 
Es 
= > 
Ha 
phe 
( 
5 
bs 0 
QT 
464 
A 
PLS 
& 
nes 
S, 
ty 
R 
wr 


his utmoſt endeavours to ftem the Tide, partly 
by the proteftations of the Tribunes againft the 
proceedings , and partly by the intereſt of Secr- 
vitrs Sulpitizrs , the other Conſul. The year at- 
ter, C. Marcellrs, who ſucceeded his Coutin 2ar-. 
cas in the QContulſhip , driving on tne ſame de- 
ſizns againſt him, he won Paulus e/Emilins, his 
Colleague , and Caius Curio, the hotteit of all 
the 'Lribunes, with immenie gratuities, over to 
his party. But perceiving thac the ſtream of the 
Houſe notwithſtanding ran violently againſt 


him, and that beſides the Conſ{uls Ele& were of 


the oppolite Party , he humbly requeſted tne 
enate by Letter, either to confirm the Peoples 


* grant to him, or to oblige the otter Generals * gf capaci- 
to quit their Commands as well as himlielt ; not taring him 


doubting, as ?tis thought, but he could eafiher, 
at his pleaſure, rally up his veterane Troops, 
than Pompey his new; and would gladly have 
come to this Accommodation with his Adver- 
{arics, that disbanding eight of his Legions, and 

C 4 leaving 


to ſtand for 
the Conſul- 
ſhip in hs 
abſences 
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leaving the Government of Tra»ſalpine Gaul, he 
ſhould be permitted to keep up two , with the 
Province of Ciſalpine Gaul, or at leaſt oneLegion 
with IIlyricum, till ſuch time as he ſhould be crea- 
ted Conſul. 
39. But the Senate not intermedling, and his 
nemies refuſing to accept of terms from a par- 
ticular Subje& in a publick concern, he pals'd 
into the nether Gay! , where having finiſh'd his 
judicial circuit, he rook up his Quarters at Ra- 
venna, with this reſolution , thar if the Senate 
ſhould be ſevere upon the 'Tribunes, who e- 
ipous'd his quarrel, he would revenge theirs by 
force of Arms: And this is the grand reaſon, 
he pretended, for that Civil War which enſued, 
though ?ris thought there were others at the bot- 
tom. Pompey was of opinion, that not finding 


himſelf in a capacity to finiſh thoſe valt piles of * 


Building he had already begun, nor able, with 
his own Purſe, to anſwer thoſe vaſt expectations 
he had raiſed in the People, of the great things 
he would do at his return , he refolved to in- 
volve all in one common confuſion, Others 
ſay, he was afraid of being calld to an account, 


for what he had acted in his firſt Confulſhip a- | 


gain{t all Law , Religion, and Remonſtrances 
to the contrary : M. Cato having irequently pro- 
teſted and ſworn, he would immediately im- 
peach him upon his laying down the Command 
of the Army; and beſides, it was the talk of 
the Town, that if he returned without the cha- 
racter of General,he would he Tryed, like A412, 
witch a Guard abour him : Which opinion I ra- 
ther incline to, trom that patlage of A/inius Pot- 
{i9, who reports that Ceſar, obſerving the great 
laughter and defeat of the Enemy at chs _ 
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Jurius Cazsar. 

of Pharſalia, let fall this Exprefſion : el, they 
ay thank themſelves for ths : C. Celar had been 
condemn'd, forſooth, after all his oreat Atchieve- 
ments, had he not begg*d the Aſſistance of his Army. 
Some indeed think, that being long uſed to 
command, and finding the Odds on his own 
ſide upon a Computation of his own and the 
Enemies Forces, he took that occation of ritling 
the Government our of their hands, which he 
had had an eye upon even from his greener 
Years : Which ſeems alſo to have been Cicer?s 
Opinion, who reports in the Third Book of his 
Offices, That Ceſar would be often repeating a 
LO in Euripides, which the Orator tranſlates 
nus : 


Nam f violandum eFft jirs, regnandi pratia 
Violandum ef ; alizs rebus pietatem colas. 


At ſmaller Games you may a Conſcience make, 
But ”trs all Nonſenſe when a Crown's the Stake. 


Upon notice, therefore, that the Remonſtran- 
ces and Arguments of the Tribunes were 
thrown out of the Houſe, and they fled the 
Town, he order his Forces to march private- 
ly before-hand, whilſt he himſelf, to take away 
all occaſion of ſuſpicion, went to ſee a publick 
Shew, tor a blind, eat in publick, as he us'd to 
do, and talk*d of nothing but the Model of a 
Fencing-School he deſigr'd to build there. Then 
immediately afrer Sun-fer, clapping into his 
Chariot a pair or two of Mules at hand in a 


neighbouring Bakehouſe, he ſet forward on his 


Journey, with as much privacy and as ſmall a 
Retinus as he could; and when, upon the go- 
| ing 


- » 


23 
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ing out of his Torches, he had loſt his way, 
and wandred all night, at length, about break 
of day, having got a Guide, and hghting from 
his Chariot, he travell'd through narrow by- 
ways on foor, till he recover'd his 'Troops on 
the Banks of Rwab:con, tin Boundary or his Pro- 
vince; where maxing a pauſe, anc refiecring 
upon the greatneis or the Enterprife now . be- 
fore him, he wuirn'd to riojie about hin with 


theſe words ; 7/21, 2ve may retreat yt ; bui if we 


once paſ's that little Bridge there, we muſs ſtand to 
our ATMS. 

32. Whilſt he food in this Tuſpence and 
anxiety of tnongnr, ail on a ſudden appear'd 
to him a prov.sr comazly Perſon, fitting hard 
by, and playing upon a Fipe ; to hear whoſe 
Muſick, when, belidzs Shepherds, ſeveral Sol- 
diers, and amongtt the reſt ſome Trumpeters, 
left their Ranks and flock'd about him, he 
inatch'd a 'Lrumper out of one of their Hands, 
and ſprang to the Water-ſide, founding a mighty 
ſhrill Charge quite over the River ; at which 
Ceſar cry*d out, Come, march on then, ſince the 
Gods and cur rigorous Enemies will have it [6. 

3. And ſo having paſt over his Army, and 
deſir'd the Tribunes, who had fled thither from 
Rome, to ſtand by him, he made an Oration ar 
the Head of his Troops, imploring their Fide- 
lity with Tears in his Eyes, and his Garments 
rent about him. There went a Report like- 
wile, that he promis'd to give them all Knights 
Fees; but it hapned through a miſtake : For 
having frequently ſhewn the Ring-Finger on 
his Lett Hand in his Addreſſes to them, proteſt- 
ing he would willingly ſtrip himſelf even to 
that Badge of his Honour, to gratifis any Man 
who 
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Jurius Caxsar. 


who ſhould afliſt him in aflerting his Honour; 
the remote part of the Audience, who could 
ealilier ſze his Geſtures than hear his Voice, 
imagining he had ſpoke what their own Eyes 
only dictated, preſently gave out they ſhould 
be each Man rewarded with the Honour of the 
(Gold) Ring, and 400000 Se7erces. 

34. Take this ſummary Account of his ſub- 
ſequent Exploits in their order. He polleis'd 
himſelf of Picenum, Umbria, and Firuria; and 
L. Dcmitins, who in the Hears and Animoſities 
ot the Houſe had been elected his Succelilor in 
his Province of Gaul, and commanded the Gar- 
rifon in Corſinium, being forc'd to a Surrendry 
and diſmiſt, - he march*d ſtraight along the 
Adriatick Coats to Branduſiumwhither the Con- 
{fuls and Pompey had fled, with deſign to 1m- 
bargue the firit opportunity. Here he made 
vaſt Worls to block them up in the Har- 
bor, but ſucceeding not in the Attempt , dire- 
&ed his Courſe for Rome, where having advis'd 


. with the Senate about the important Afﬀairs of 


the State, he went for Spain, againſt the moſt 
puiflant and formidable of all Powpey's For- 
ces, under the Command of three Lieutenants, 
M. Petreins, L. Afranizs, and M. Varro; decla- 
19g 4 little before, in company of ſome of his 
Friends, that He 2vas now going to engage an Ar- 
my without a General, but at his return ſhould have 
a General indeed, but without an Army to encoun- 
ter. And though the Siege of Marſeilles, which 
ſhuc her Gates againſt him in his March, toge- 
cher with an extraordinary ſcarcity of Corn, 
retarded the Progreſs of his Army, yet he con- 
quer'd all before him in a ſhort time. 


25. Alter 
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25. Aﬀer this Expedition he return'd to * 
Rome, whence he advanc'd towards Macedonia, 
againſt Pompey himſelt, where having hemmi'd 3 
him in, and beſieg'd him with moſt prodigious - 


Works in his own Camp, for near Four months 
together, he gave him at laſt a total Defeat at 
the Battel of Pharſalia, and purſu'd him into 
Alexandria, where finding him baſely murder'd 
by Ptolemy , and the ſame treacherous Deſigns 
laid againſt his own Perſon, he fought him, 
though under the greateſt diſadvantages of 
Place and Seaſon imaginable : For *twas now 
Winter, and he deſtitute of all manner of Ne- 
ceſlaries, within the Bowels of a well-provided 
and induſtrions Enemy, whom when he had 
conquer'd, he beſtow'd the Command of the 


Kingdom upon Cleopatra and her younger Bro- 7 
ther, not daring to make it a Province, left * 
falling at any time into the Hands of a hot and * 
turbulent Governor, he might be tempted to # 
rebell. From Alexandria he paſsd into Syria, © 
and thence into Pontzs, upon frequent News © 


brought him, that Pharnaces, the Son of 14th- 
ridates the Great, fluſh'd with repeated Succeſs, 
had taken the opportunity of the Roman Civil 
Wars to fall foul upon them ; whom having 
routed in one ſingle ſet Battel, within Five days 
after his arrival, and Four hours that he came 
in ſight of him, he often commemorated the 
Felicity of Pompey, who had got the Reputation 
of 1o great a Soldier, from the eaſie Conqueſt 
. of ſo impotent an Enemy. After this he over- 
threw Scipio and Fuba, who were rallying to- 
gether the Remains of Pompey's ſcatter'd Troops 
in Africa, and Pompey's own Sons in Spain. 


26. He 
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Jurius Caz84ak 
6. He never was worſted through the whole 


* courſe of the Civil Wars, but in his Lieutenant- 


Generals; amongſt whom C. Curio was defeat- 
ed in Afric, C. Antonizs was taken Priſoner in 
Ilyricum, P. Dolabella loſt his Fleet upon the 
Coaſts of the ſame, and Cy. Domitins Calvin 


” his Army in Pontus. Succeſs was 1o conſtant 


an Attendant upon his own Banners, that he 
never diſputed it with any hazard but twice ; 
once near Dyrrachium , where Pompey having 
forc'd him to give back, and not following his 
Blow, he declared he knew not how to make 
a right uſe of a Victory : Another time, at the 
laſt Battel he fought in Spain, where the Extre- 
mities he was driven to, put him once upon the 
deſperate Reſolution of laying violent hands 
upon himlelt. 

37. When the Wars were at an end, he had 
the Honour of Five ſeveral Triumphs, Four 
whereof were ſolemnized aiter Sc:piv's Defeat, 
within the ſpace of a ſingle Month, but at the 
diſtance of ſome Days; and the laſt after his 
Conqueſt of Powpey's Sons. The firſt, and moſt 
magniticent, was that for the Victories he ob- 
tain'd over the Gauls, the next for that in 
e/£gypt, the third for that in Ponrzs, the fourth 
for that in Afric, and the laſt tor that in Spain, 
different from each other in their Pageantries 
and Properties. Riding along a Place in Rome, 
called Velabrum, on the day of his Gallick Tri- 
umph, he had like to have been overcurn'd by 
the breaking of the Axletree of his Charior. 
He mounted the Capitol by 'Torch-light, Forty 
Elephants carrying Flambeaus on each fide. 
Amongſt the Ornaments of his Pontic Triumph 
was this Inſcription, I came , ſaw, overcame ; 

exprefling 
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exprefling, not as was uſua! in other Motto's 
the memorable Exploits done in the War, but 
the Expedition of the Vidtory. 

38. In lieu of Plunder, he gave all the In- 
fantry of his Veterane Legions (beſides the 
Two thouſand Seferces at the beginning of the 


* According War) * Twenty thouſand, and the Cavalry 


to the Tudi- 
ciousCalau- 


bon's read- 


ZNge 


Forty thouſand apiece. He affigned them Te- 
nements too, but not contiguous, leſt any of 
the Owners ſhould be ejected. He gave the 
People, betides Ten Buſhels of Corn, and as 
many Pints of Oil, Three hundred Sefferces a 
Man, which he had promis'd them long before, 
and upon that conſideration added an hundred 
apiece more tor Intereſt. He remitted a Years 
Houſc-rent to thoſe Inhabitants who fate at 
Two thouſand SeFfferces per annum 1n the City, 
and the like to thoſe who paid Five hundred 
in the Country. To all which Acts of Libera- 
lity, he ſuperadded a publick Entertainment, 
and a Diſtribution of raw Fleſh ; and upon his 
Conqueſt in Spain, two Dinners: For thinking 
the firſt roo mean, and unworthy a Perſon of 
his Generofity, five days after he provided a 
ſecond , much more ſumptuous and ſplendid 
than the former. 

29. He centertain'd the People with great 
variety of Shews and Divertiſements ; ſuch as 
the fighting of Prizes, Stage-plays acted in dit- 
terent Languages, and in every Quarter of the 
City ; the Sports and Paſtime of the Czrczs ; 
Sea-fights, Wreſtling, Racing, &c. Furizns Lep- 
tins, who was deſcended of a Preatorian Fami- 
ly, and Q. Calpinzs, formerly Senator, and 
Pleader at che Bar, fought a Prize in the Fo- 
rum: Young Princes from Ajia and Bithmis 

| danc's 
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danc'd the Antick War-dance. Amongſt the 

reſt of the Stage-plays, was the ſmutty Farce 

of Decimrs Laberius, a Roman Knight, which he 

acted ſo comicaliy , that he beftow- 

ed the Dignity of the * Gold Ring,and Y The Badze and 
500000 SeFFerces upon him,ſo that he _ Fs : mm 
paisd immediately irom the Stage, he gg 
to one of the fourteen Seats or BoX- graded himſelf. 

es, refery*d for Perſons of that Qua- 

lity. In order to the better performance of the 
Circen/ian Games, he cnlarged the Circxs every 

way, and ſurrounded it with a ſmall Canal: 

Here ſeveral of the young Nobility ſhew'd their 

Addreſs in Vaulting, and Griving Chariots with 

two or four Horſes apiece. The Ex- 

ercife calPd * Troja was perform'd _* The Repreſentation 
by two Troops, the one of cider, f -— woerens 
and the other of younger Gentle- ca_— COWS: 
men. There was baiting of Wild 

Beaſts five days together ; and Jalt of all;, a 


kind of Pitch'd Bartel berwixe Five hundred 


Foot, Twenty Elephants, and Three hundred 
Horſe on a ſide; the Goals being removed to 
make room for the Combatants, and two op- 
polite Camps 1ct up in their ſtead. The Wreſt- 
lers, Racers, &c. exerciſed for three days toge- 
ther in a Place prepar'd on purpoſe for them 
in the Camprrs Martins : A Sea-tight was repre- 
ſented in a Canal cut in the lefler * Codera, by » 4 TING 
ſeveral well-mann'd Gallies of Tyre and e Egypt, Ground on 
with two, three, and four Pair of Oars apiece : the other 
All which Publick Shews drew ſuch a vaſt Con- ide of Ty- 
flux of People trom all Parts, that conſiderable ow 
numbers cf Strangers were tiorc'd to lodge in 
Tents and Huts in the Streets and High-ways; 
and ſeyeral were beaten down and ſmother'd 
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in the Crowd, and, amongſt the reſt, two Sz- 
nators. | 

40. From theſe Divertiſements he betook 
himſelf to the Settlement of the Government; 
where firſt of all he reform'd the Calendar, 
which the Chief Prieſts had ſo confounded by 
their irregular and extravagant interlocution of 
Days, that neither the Harveſt fell out in Sum- 
' mer, nor the Vintage in Autumn. He accom- 
modated the Year to the Courſe of the Sun, 
making it to conſiſt of 365 Days, and taking 
away the Leap-Month, inferted a whole Day 
in every fourth Year ; and that a more exact 
Computation of Time might be deriv'd down 
to after Ages, reckoning from the Calends of 
Fanuary, he put two Months betwixt Nowember 
and December ; 1o that the Year this Regularion 
was made, conſiſted of Fitreen Months with 
the Leap-month , which tell in that Year on 
courſe. 

41. Afﬀer this he filPd up the Vacancies in 
the Senate, made new Patricians, augmented 
the. numbers of Pretors, e/fEdiles, Ouzftors, and 
of more inferior Magiſtrates , reitor'd thoſe 
whom the Cenſors had remov'd, mulded, or 
degraded, or whoin the Judges had convicted 
of corrupt and illegal canvaſing for Offices. 
He admitted the People into a Copartnerſhip 
with him in the Power of electing all Magi- 
ſtrates, except Conſuls, of whom they nomi- 
nated one half, and he the other. He uſually 
declared his Men by little ſhort Billets, which 
were diſpatch'd to every Ward, and ran thus: 
Cz1ar the Di&ator, to this or that Ward : I recom- 
mend theſe' Perſons to you, that by the concurrence 
of year Voices they may be admitted to ſuch and ſuch 
| Offices. 


- DOE IE Ms 9 ab RNS © WY Ig - 
fl - INTENT I FR gs et \ fr- 
7 de  . POY o CLE  OVY TH 
DDE CE en Wert f- EN 
Oe, FR 


Edt Pr. os. A. £ 


JuLius CaxasSaR. 


Offices. He reinſtated the Children of ſuch as 
had been profcrib'd, in a Capacity of bearing 
Places of Honour. He reſtrain'd the hearing 
of all Trials to ſuch of the Judges as were ei- 
ther Knights or Senators, ſupprefling thoſe of 
the Third Order, the Tribunes of the Exche- 
quer. He numbred the poorer fort of People 
in an unuſual Place, Street by Street; and in as 
unuſual a manner, by their Landlords ; and. res * 
duc*d the 320000 who receiv'd Allowances of 
Corn out of. the Publick- Stock, to 150000 ; 
And to prevent all ſuch Concourſes of People 
as might-at. any time ariſe upon occaſion of 
theſe Reviews, he order*'d the Prercors to fill up 
the dead Places every Year by Lot, with ſuch 
Perſons as had not before enjoy'd that Privilege. 

42. For the better Peopling of the City, 
which was pretty well drain'd by the tranſpor- 
cation of Eighty thouſand Inhabitants iato Fo- 
reign Colonies, he made a Decree, That no 
Citizen - betwixt Twenty .and Forty years of 
Age, unleſs ſworn a Soldier in the States Ser- 
vice, ſhould abſent himſelf above Three years 
together out of Ttaly ; That no Senator's Son 
ſhould go a' cravelling, unleſs in Quality of a 
Companion. to a Magiſtrate; and, That all 
Graziers ſhould have at'leaſt.a third part of the 
Keepers of their Cattel Freemens Sons. He 
made all Phyſicians, and'Profeſlors of the Libe- 
ral Arts, that were in Rome, iree of the City, 
both as an Encouragement to them to live 
there, and as an Inducement to others to reſort 
thither, and partake of the ſame Privilege. Con- 
cerning Bankrupts, who had frequently impor- 
eun'd him for Letters of Prote&tion, which they 


hop'd for in that Jun&ure, he came at laſt co 
this 
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this Reſolution, That they ſhould fſatisfie their 
Creditors according to the Rates they purchas'd 
at before the Troubles , deducting what had 
been either paid, or fet down to them for Inte- 
reſt, out of the Principal ; by which means the 
Creditors were forc'd to torego almoſt a fourth 
part of their Debts. He diffolv'd all Companies 
that were not of ancient date, and ſet higher 
Penalties upon Criminals than had been for- 
merly- inflited; for the Rich Men amongſt 
them being encoeurag'd in their licentious Exor- 
bitancies, becauſe they could fave their Eſtates 
by a voluntary Exile before Sentence, .he made 
a-Laiw, That Murderers ſhould tortcit all, (as 
Cicero informs us) and lefler Delinquents half 
their Patrimony. 

43. He was wonderfully induſtrious and ſe- 
vere in the Adminiſtrarion of Juſtice; degraded 
even Senators thermelves, convict of Bribery or 
Extortion ; nulPd the Marriage of a Gentleman, 
who had formerly-been Pretor, becauſe che mar- 
rted a Woman within two days -aftet::ſhe had 


left her former Husband, though. there. was re- 


ally no fuſpicion of Diſhoneſty. m the Cale. 
He laid Impoſts upon Foreign Commodities, re- 
ltrain'd the uſe: of Sedans, Purple Garments, 
and Jewels, to certain Perſons of fuch.an Age, 
and on ſuch Days-only.. He was particularly 
{tri&-1n putting-rhe Sumptuary Laws in execu- 
tion : For, the better-to reprels all extravagance 
Entertainments, he not only diſperſed ſeveral 
Clerks of the Market up and down the Butcher- 
rows, to feife all fuch Proviſions :as ſhould be 
{old contrary to Law, and bring them to him; 
but now and then ſent Serjeants and Officers 
under-hand 1nto private Houſes, with Oxders to 
take 
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take away the Meat off the very Tables, which, 
ſhould chance to have eſcaped the diſcovery of 
his Overſeers. 

44. And now new Projets began to grow 
and multiply upon him every day, as well for 
the Convenience and Ornament of the City, 
as for the Preſervation and Enlargement of his 
Dominions. He deſign'd in the firſt place to 
have erected fnch a Temple to the Honour of 
Mars, as the World had not yet ſeen : In order 
whereunto, he purpoſed to fill up andleyel the 
Lake wherein he had exhibited his Sea-fight : 
Atter which he intended a moſt noble and 
ſpacious "Theatre near the Tarpezan Mountain, 
deſign'd to abridge the confus'd and im- 
menſe Body of the Civil Law into a Colle- 
ion of the beſt and moſt neceilary Statutes ; 


to build moſt ſtately Libraries for Greek and 


Latin Authors, which M. YVarro was to procure 
and digeſt ; to drain the Marſhes of Pomptina ; 
to let out the Lake Fucinzs ; to make a Cawlſey 
from the Adriatick Coaſts, along the Ridge of 
the Apennine Hills, as far as Tyber ; ta cut through 
(the Corinthian) Iithmnus ;, to repreſs the Dact, 
who had made Inroads into Pentrs annd Thrace'; 
and after that, to war upon the Parthians by 
invading the lefler Armenia, not intending to 
come to the deciſion of a Battel, without ſome 
previous Experiment of their Strength and 
Proweſs : But Death came and blaſted all theſe 
grand Deſigns, which before I relate, it may 
not be improper to give you a ſummary Ac- 
count of his Perſon, Carriage, Attire, Manners, 

and Exerciſes, Civil as well as Military. 
45. He is reported to have been a call proper 
Perſon, of a fair Complexion, clean Limb'd, 
D 2 pretty 
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pretty full-fac'd, with black brisk Eyes, and of 
an healthful Conſticution ; only in the decline 
of his Years he was apt to ſwoon away ſud- 
denly, and to be terrified 1n his Dreams ; beſides 
two Fits of the Falline-tickneſs , which 1eiz'd 
him in the very heat of Buſineſs. He was ſo 
ſcrupulouſly neat and curious about his Body, 
that he not only us'd to clip and ſhave clote,bur 
to pull up the Hairs by the Roots, as ſome gave 
out againſt him, His Baldneſs was a great grie- 
vance to him, having often been play'd upon 


for it; and therefore to conceal it as well as he 


could, ke would always comb his Hair forward 
from tne Crown of his Head: And of all the 
Honours done him by the Senate and People, 
none was ever more graciouſly receiv'd, or 
more willingly made uſe of by him, than the 
Privilege of conſtantly wearing a Laurel Gar- 
land. Beſides this, he was, they ſay, ſingular in 
his Garb, wearing his Senators ſtudded Coat, 
with Sleeves down to, and fring'd about his 
Wriſts, girt round him conſtantly, but very 
loofly ; which gave occaſion to' that Caveat of 
Sylla, who frequently warn'd the Grandees of 
the State to beware of that Lad who went ſo ill 


girded. 


46. He dwelt firſt in an ordinary Houſe in 
the Street Subura, whence he removed, after his 
entring upon the Pontiticate, to one of the 
great Halls belonging to the City in Via Sacra. 
Several Authors inform us, he was a great Ad- 
mirer of Neacnets in his Houſe, and his Enter- 
tainments. Having one time, at a vaſt Ex- 
pence, built him a Noble Country-houſe, from 
the very Foundation, in the Nemorenſian Terri 
rories, he pull'd ic dowa to the Ground. again, 
becauſe 
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becauſe it did not exactly hic the Model in his 


Fancy, tho he was at that time low in the 
World, and in Debt. He had always amongſt 
his Carriages, in his Expedicions, a parcel of 
ſmall ſquare pieces of chequer'd Marble,to pave 
the Floor of his own Tent with. 

47. The hopes of a great Prize of Pearls 
drew him into Great Britain, whoſe Weight he 
would ſometimes compare, as well as their 
Bulk. He was always wonderfully curious, and 


gave any Moneys towards the compleating his | 


Collection of Jewels, Pieces of Thrown Work, 
Statues, and Pictures, with other Originals and 
Maſter-pieces of Antiquicy. He purchaſed gen- 
tile handſom Slaves, ſuch as were got yet bro- 
ken by Labour and Toil, at Rates he was ſo 
aſham'd to own, that he would not ſuffer them 
to be entred amongſt his Accounts. 

48. He kept ewo conftant Tables during his 
Command in the Reman Provinces; one for his 
inferior Dependents, and the Grecians ; another 
for the more Honourable Romans in his Train, 
and the Gentlemen of the beſt Quality in the 
Country. -.He kept 1o ſtrict 'and ſevere a hand 
over his Domelſticks, in the more minute as well 
as greater Concerns of his Family, that he 
clapt Irons upon a Baker, for having laid his 
Gueſts coarſer Bread than himſelf; and put 
one of his Gentlemen to Death, otherwile his 
peculiar Favorite, for debauching a Roman 
Knights Lady, without any formal Complaine 
made againſt him. 

49.. Nothing ever reflected upon his Chaſtity, 
but his Familiarity with Nicomedes ; a deep-and 
indelible Blot, that expos'd him to the Wit and 
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Raillery. of every Man. Not to mention the ** 


known Paſquil of Calum Licinirs, 


I/hate*re Bithynia 
And Cziar's great Gallant enjuy'd. 


Nor the Libels of Dolabella ar:d Curio the Elder ; 
wherein the former calls him the Queens Cuckold- 


»aker, and the Kings Bed-fellow who laid next the 


Wall: And the latter Nicomedes his Stable, and 


the Bawdy houſe of Bithynia. To omit likewiſe | 


Bibulrs his Edits, wherein he publickly {tid 


him Qzeen of Bithynia ; declaring, He once low'd a | 
King ſo well, that he had now ſet his affettions upon \* 
a Kingdom. About this time 1. Brutus tells us, |* 
there was one Ofawvizs, a prating Fellow, whoſe 
tongue uſually got the ſtart of his wit, who ha- i 
ving, before a great Company, treated Pompey i 
with the Title of King, ſaluted him by that of ©: 


Queen : Nay, C. Memmins Charges him to have 
ſerved Nicomedes in quality of Cup-Bearer, a- 


monglt other overgrown Pathics, in preſence of * 
ſeveral Factors of Rome then at Table, whom he ©: 
names : And Cicero not content to have aſlerted 


in ſomeEpiſtles of his, that the Spark who ſprang 
from Venzs forſooth, being conducted by ſome 
of the Guard into the Kings Bedchamber, was 
there clothed in Purple , laid upon a Bed of 
Gold, and defloured in his blooming years; 
took yet farther occaſion to reflect ſeverely up- 
on him, when in his Plea before the Senate for 
Nſa,(Nicomedes his Daughter) chancing to com- 


memorate the good offices that King had done | 


him, he cut him ſhort, No more of that let me beg 


you, Sir, we all know very well what has paſſed be- : 
tvixt you 170 ; And to conclude this remarque, | 
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the Soldiers, who attended his Chariot in his 
Gallic Triumph , amongft other merry Songs, 
uſed upon ſuch occaſions, had this noted Lam- 
poon UP : | 


Gallias Crſar ſubegit, Nicomedes Czſarem !: 
Ecce Czlar nunc triumphat, qui ſubegit Gallias : 
Nicomedes z0n triumphat,qui ſubegir Caxlarem? 


Czlar #recame the Gauls : the mighty thing 
It ſelf turn'd back to great Bithynia's King. 
Czſar triumphs: And why not He much more, 
Who proſtrate laid the huffing Conqueror ? 


50. He is generally reported to have been a 
great and expenſive Lover of Women, and to 
have debauched ſeveral Ladies of good quality ; 
as Poſthumia, the Wite of Servizes Sulpitizes ; Lollia, 
Gabinins's; Tertulla, Craſſin's ; and Mucia, Pom- 
pey*'s : For I am well atfured both the Cario's, 
Father and Son, beſides ſeveral others , upbrat- 
ded Pompey, that the extrawvagancy of his ambitien 
ſhould ever mduce him to marry the Daughter of that 
man, for whoſe intimacy with his Wife , after be 
had got three children of her, he was obliged to di- 
wvorce her, and by whom , in the height of has re(ent- 
ments, he had frequently acknowledged himſelf to 
have been cuckolded. But his greateſt paſlion was 
tor Servilza, the Mother of Brutrs , whom, in 
his late Conſulſhip , he preſented with a Jewel 
that coſt him ſixty hundred thouſand Seſterces ; 
beſides other confiderable boons during the Ci- 
vil War, and particularly the cheap and eaſie 
purchaſe of ſeveral noble Farms expoſed to pub- 
lick ſale. Moſt people being fſurprized ar her 
gonad bargain, Cicero quibbled uporr't , ſaying : 
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They would reckon it a better Pennyworth , if they 
knew that Tertia was dedudcta , a third part of 
that low rate abated, or (as the words tacitely 
intimated) that Servilia had proftituted her Daugh- 
ter Tertia to Cxſar's embraces, as was then gene- 
rally ſurmis'd. | 

51. He had to do with ſeveral Provincial La- 
dies too, as appears from theſe Verſes which the 
Soldiers had up, amongſt the reſt, at his Gallic 
Triumph. 0 


Cits, now be ſure to keep your Wives at home, 
For here's a Bald, Triumphant Stallion come : 
In Gaul they made thee pay for whoring dear, 
But theu haſt been Cornuted gratis here. 


52. He had a paſſion likewife for ſeveral 
Queens ; as for Eunce , Wife to Bogud, King of 
Afarocco, both whom he often preſented with 
moſt magnificent marks of his tavour, as Naſo 
informs us. But his darling Miſtreſs was Cleo- 
patra, whom he often regal'd all the night long, 
and whom he had certainly accompanied in the 
ſame Yacht, or Pleaſure-Boat, into «£gypt, al- 
moſt as far as e£rhjopia, had not his Army retu- 
fed to comply with the frollick. After this, he 
invited her to Rome, and at her return home, 
loaded her with the greateſt honours and re- 
wards he'could heap upon her; giving her leave 
withal to call a Son of hers by his name ; and 
who, as ſome Greck Writers deliver, reſembled 
him both in his Perſon and his Gate : - Nay, 4. 
Amntonizs depos d before the Senate, that Ceſar 
own'd him tor his Son, appealing farther to the 
teitimony of C. Matius, and C. Oppivs , with 0- 
thers of his Friends and Acquaintance, who, he 
3 | aſſured 
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aſſured them, knew it as well as he ; the latter 
whereof, looking upon it as an aſperſion from 
which he ought to vindicate both his Friend and 
himſelf, put forth a Book upon the Subjed, 
wherein he endeavoured to prove, that the Child 
hom Cleopatra Farber'd upon Cziar , was none 
of bis. Helvias Cinna, Iribune of the People, ac- 
knowledged to ſeveral, that he had a Bill ready 
prepared by him, which Cz/ar commanded him 
to ger palt into a Law during his abſence, 
whereby he might be authoriz'd to marry what 
Wives, and in what number he pleas'd, to fe- 
cure him lifne : And to pur it our of all doubt, 
that he was notoriouſly infamous for both pal- 
five and active uncleannet\s ; Curio the Father, in 
one of his Orations ftiles him, Every womans 
man, and every mans Woman. 

52. His very Enemies cannot but do him the 
juſtice , to acknowledge he never drank to cx- 
ceſs. 1. Cato was wont to ſay, He was the onl 
[cber man that ever attempted the Subverſion of the 
Government. C. Oppins tells us , he was fo little 
”) curious in his Diet, that his Hoſt having one 
time ſerv*d up a Diſh with a ſort of Unguent, in- 
{tead of the belt Oyl, which would not go down 
with the reſt of the Company , he eat more 
heartily than ordinarily of it, rather than feem 
to tax his Landlord of being a Sloven. 

54. He never balk'd any opportunity of rat 
ſing money, either in his Civil or Military em- 
ploys : For as ſome Records inform us, he | 
begg d conſiderable ſums of money of the * Pro- ON bat was 
conſul , and Allies in Spain , towards the dif (5 aedey 
charge of his debts. - He pillaged feveral Towns þ;;,4;zce. 
| 1n Portagal in an hoſtile manner, alter they had 
7 obeyed all his commands, and opened on 
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Gates to receive him; plundered the Churches 
and other Religious Houſes in Gaul, of a great 
many rich Oblations, devoted to the Honour 
and Service of their Gods, and demoliſh'd ſeve- 
ral Cities, more for the ſake of the Spoil, than 
Puniſhment of their Crimes ; by which means 
he got together ſuch vaſt quantities of Gold, 
that he ſold the overplus to his own private uſe 
in [aly, and the Provinces, at 3000 Sexterces 4 
pound. In his firſt Conſulſhip he ſtole three 
thouſand pound weight of Gold out of the 
Capitol, and put fo much gilt Braſs into its 
room. The bare Titles of King and Allie, 
were not to be purchas'd without Money. Pto- 
lemy ( Auletes) alone was glad to pay near 6000 
Talents for the Service done him by himſelf and 
Pcmpey ; and at laſt he came to downright Ra- 
\ pine and Sacrilege, to ſupport the expenſive 
Burdens of the Civil War, his Shews and Tri 
umphs. 

55. He equalPFd, if not excelld, the moſt 
celebrated Initances of Eloquence and Military 
Knowledge. Aiter his Impeachment of Dola- 
bella, he was always look'd upon as one of the 
ableſt Pleaders that came to tae Bar. Cicero, 
in his Account of Famous Orators, dedicated 
to Brutzes, proteſts for his part, He never met with 
that Man yet who out-did Caxlar; and declares 
him to have an El-gant, Bright, MajeFtick, and 
Gentleman-like Stile : And in a Letter to Corne- 
lins Nepos, gives him this Character : What do 
you talk? ſays he, Which of all your Orators, even 
of thoſe who have made it their Study and Profeſſion, 
can you prefer before him ? Who more copious, more 
poinant in his Sentences ? Who more clean and neat 
in the choice of bzs Words 2 In his greener Years he 
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ſeems to have imitated the Stile of S:rabo Ceſar, 
having even transferr'd ſome Paſlages werbatins 
out of his Defence of the City of Sardes, into 
one of his own Pleas. His Delivery was clear 
and acute, his Geſtures brisk and ardent, but 
graceful withal. He letr ſome Orations behind 
him, amongſt which others have heen foiſted 
in, as that for Q. Metellns, which Anugaſtus rati- 
onally imagines is fome imperie&t Copy pub- 
lith'd by the Clerks or Notaries, who took his 
Senſe but lamely, rather than his own; for 
ſome Manuſcripts read irc inſcribed thus : 
——Thich he wrote to Metellus, not for Metellus ; 
the whole Speech running in the Perſon of Cz- 
ſar, who vindicates AMcete!lzs and himfelt from 
certain Calumnies and Aſperſions their common 
Detractors had caſt upon them. Neither does 
Auguitus entertain any better opinion of thoſe 
two Orations, pretended to have been made by 
him to his Soldiers in Spain, one beiore his firſt, 
the other before his latrer Engagement there; 
at what time A/mirrs Pollio aflures us, the ſudden 
Onſet of the Enemy gave him no time to ha- 
rangue. 

56. He has lefr us Memoires of his own 
Actions: Thoſe of his Gallic and Civil Wars 
are certainly genuine ; bur 'tis not yet derer- 
min'd who wrote the Hiltories of the reſt, in 
Alexandria, Afric, and Spain: For ſome father 
them upon Oppizs, others upon Hirtizes, who 
compleated the laſt impertect Book of his Wars 
in Gaul. Cicero, in the forementioned Tract 
written tq Brut, paſles this Judgment upon 
them : Hi Commentaries, lays he, are admirable ; 
they are clean, juſt, and graceful, ftripp'd of all 
the Elcuriſh and Garnuiture of Stile : And though be 
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deſign'd them only as rude indigeſied Colleftions, for 


thoſe who would hereafter take the pains to form 
them into the Body of an exa&t Hiftory, yet are they 
a Pattern which no ſober judicious Author will dare 
to rite after, whatever borrowed Lights and Ad- 
wvantages ſome trifling Scriblers may think them ca- 
pable of, from their little rhetorical Embeliſhments. 
Hirtins gives this Character of them: They are 
ſo univerſally approved, that he ſeems rather to have 
anticipated than encourag'd the Labours of other 
Hiftorians: And yet I have more reaſon to admire 
them than any one ; for others only know the Neat- 
neſs and Correfneſs, but T the Quickneſs and Eaſi- 
neſs of his Pen. Pollio Aſinizes 1s of opinion, Mat- 
ters of Fact are not reported with that accuracy 
and faithfulneſs they ought ; for that the Ac- 
count he gives of the Exploits done by other 
Men, were raſhly took up-upon truſt : And as 
for his own, he relates them but Iamely, either 
out of deſign, or meer forgettulneſs ; and there- 
fore imagines he intended to reviſe and correct 
them. He left two Books of Propertion ; two 
againſt Cato, entituled Articatones; beſides a 
Poem calPd The Fourney. The two fhirit he 
wrote in his Paſlage over the Alps, as he re- 
turn'd from the Adminiſtration of Juſtice in the 
hither Gallia to the Army: The other two 
about the time of the Batcel at Manda ; and the 
laſt in his four and twenty days Expedition 
from Rome to the farther Spain. There are alſo 
extant ſome Letters of his to the Senate ; the 
firit, poſſibly, that ever were writ in diſtinct 
Leaves, in faſhion of a Note-book : For before 
that time the Conſuls and Generals wrote croſs 
the Margin, what could not be conveniently 


compriz'd in a ſingle Page. He has ſome alſo 
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to Cicero, others to his Friends about Domeſtick 
Afﬀairs; where, in the communication of a 


} Secret, he ſo cranſpos'd the Letters, that no one 
entire Word could be made out of them ; 


the way to decypher which Character, was by 
commuting one Letter for another ; as for 1in- 
ſtance, The fourth Letter of the Alphabet for 
the firſt, 4 for a, and the like. Some Pieces 
he is ſaid to have compoſed whilſt he was yet a 


Boy, as, 4n Encomium upon Hercules, The Tra- 
gedy of Oedipus, and 4 Collection of Apophthegms: 


The Publication of all which Tracts Auguits 
prohibited in'a plain ſuccinct Letter, directed 
to Pompeizee Macrus his Library-keeper. 

57. He underſtood his Weapon admirably 
well, was an excellent Horſeman, and indefa- 
tigably laborious. He marched at the Head of 
his Troops, ſometimes on Horſeback, oftner on 
Foot, but always bare-headed, both in hot and 
wet Weather. He was a Perſon of that incre- 
dible Expedition, as to diſpatch 100 Miles 
a day for ſome time together in a Hackney- 
Coach, ſwimming 1uch Rivers as might other- 
wiſe retard his Journey, or elle paſſing them by 
the help of blown Bladders, ſo that he fre- 
quently out-run all Intelligence of his Ap- 
proach. 

58. *Tis not eaſily determin*'d whether he 
was more bold or wary in his Military Con- 
duct. He never march*d his Army through 
luſpicious ways, till he had firſt narrowly exa- 
min'd them. Before his Expedition into Brz- 
tain, he perſonally ſurvey'd the Harbors, the 
Road, and moſt acceſlible Avenues into 
the Iſland : And yet the ſame Man being in- 


torm'd of the Beliege of his Camp in Germany, 
paſs'd 
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paſsd the Enemies Guards to his Army in the 
Habit of a Gaul, He cut from Brunduſium to 
Dyrrachium, berwixt two of the Enemies Squa- 
drons, in the depth of Winter; and his Troops, 
whom he had commanded to follow him, retu- 
ſing to ſail, after repeated, but ineffeftual Me(- 
fages to that purpoſe, he mufff'd up his Head, 
and in the night time put to Sea in a ſmall 
Pinnace, without any Company but his Pilor, 
to whom he would neither ditcoyer himſelf, 
nor ſuffer him to let the Veſlel drive, till he 
was almoſt caſt away in a Storm. 

59. No ominous Preſage could ever deter, 


, or but divert him from the Proſecution of his 
Deſigns. The Vidtim that ran away as *twas . 


going to be ſacrific'd, was not ſufficient to re- 
tard his Expedition againſt Scipio and Juba ; 
and though he fell down too art his very Land- 
ing, yet he inverted the Omen, crying out, Now 
T have thee fat, Afric : And to elude an old 
Prophecy concernieg the great Succeſs which 
ſhould always attend the Scipio's Arms in that 
Country, he kept a mean contemptible Wretch 
of that Name in his Camp, of an obſcure Fa- 
mily of the Corneliz, nick-nam'd * Salutio. 


Stage player, whom he reſembled in his Perſon and Humors. 


60. He not only took fſet-times, but any fair 
opportunity , to attaque his Enemy : Many 


times immediately upon a March, ſometimes in 


the fouleſt Weather imaginable, when he was 
leaſt dreamt of; oniy in the decline of his 
Years he grew a little more flow and wary, 
judging it highly imprudent, raſhly to tempt 
his Fortune after fuch repzated Conqueſts; well 
knowing , that one Detcat then would detract 

more 
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more from, than a ſingle Victory could pofli- 
bly ſuperadd to the Glory of his Arms. He ne- 
ver worſted an Enemy, bur. he routed him 


&. quite out of his Camp, leaving them no time 
2 torally again through che eagerneſs of his Pur- 


ſuic. If at any time he obſerv'd the Succeſs of 
; 2 the Day to be diſputable, he ſent all the Hor- 
2 ſes, and his own fir{t, out of the Field ; that the 
3 Cavalry being under an impoflibility of flying, 
2 might be forc'd to fight it our. 
| - 61. Oneof his War-horſes was ſingularly re- 
Z markable, with Feet almoſt like a Mans, and 
Hootfs cloven like Toes, which he bred up from 
a Colt extreme curiouſly, after the Soothſayers 
had declar'd their Opinion, that he predicted 
no leſs than an univerſal Monarchy to his 
Owner. He back'd him himlely, for the Horſe 
would admit no other Rider; and afterwards 
erected his Statue before the Temple of Venzs, 
the Goddeſs of Propagation. 

62. He frequently renew'd the Battel where- 
in his Forces began to give back, by his own 
perſonal Valour, ſtopping the Renegadoes, 
catching them by the Throats, and forcing 
their Faces upon the Enemy ; even when they 
were in ſuch horrid diſforder,that endeavouring 
once but to ſtay one of his Enſigns, he threat- 
ned him with the pointed end of his Standard ; 
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and another leaving it in his Hand, betook him- 
{elf to the laſt refuge of his Heels. 

= 63. But there are yet higher Inſtances of his 
! .great Reſolution: Having, afrer the Battel of 
Pharſalia, tranſported his Forces before-hand 
3 into Aſa, and following them over the Helle- 
 ſpont in a Ferry-boat, he met with L. Caſſizes of 
= che oppolite Party, with a Squadron of ten Men 
of 
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of War; whom he was ſo far from declining, 
that he bore up briskly to him, and adviſing him 
co yield , upon his ſubmiſſion, received him 
aboard. | 

64. Being repulſed , and forced into a little 
Skift, by a ſudden fally of the Enemy , at the 
taxing of the Bridge in the Siege of Alexandria, 
and ſeveral others crowding in with him, he 
jump'd into the Sea, where he ſwam two hun- 
dred paces, till he had recovered the next Vet- 
ſel, carrying his left hand above water all the 
while, to preſerve ſome Papers in it from wet, 
and dragging his Generals Robe in his teeth, to 
hinder fo honourable a Spoil from falling into 
the Enemies hand. | 

65. He valved not Qualifications or ' Eſtate, 
but only Strength and Courage in a Soldier, 


and ruled them with 4n equal temperature of 


gentleneſs and ſeverity ; for he was not ſtiff and 
rigid in his diſcipline at all rimes and places, but 
only when the Enemy was at hand ; then in- 
deed he kept them up cloſe to their duty, not as 
much as acquainting them either when he in- 
tended to march , or engage , that they might 
be ready to be led on at a minutes warning whi- 
ther he pleas'd : Nay, he would many times 
give them falſe alarms, eſpecially in wet wea- 
ther, and on holidays; and charging them now 
and then to have an eye upon him, he would 
iuddenly withdraw himſelf from them, ſfome- 
times by day , other times by night , making 
long marches to tire thoſe who haſtned not at- 
eer him. 

66. If his Soldiers were at any time dejeted, 
with the report of the number of their Enemies 
Forces, he never went about to buoy up their 
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ſinking courage, by denying or mincing the 
matter;. but by enlarging upon it. * Thus, when 
they were generally filFd with frightful appre- 
henfions of Fuba's approach, having called them 
before him, he harangu'd them in this manner: 
Know for a certainty the King will be amongſt us in 
a few days; with ten Legions, thirty thouſand Horſe, 
an hundred thouſand light-arm*d. Foot, and three hun- 
dred Elephants; and therefore let ſome querulous 
Gentlemen amongſt you trouble their heads no farther 
about it, but believe me, who know it to be true ; or 
elſe T ſhall certainly take care. to have them ſhip'd in 
ſome old ſhatter'd Veſſel, and ſo commit them ts the 
mercy of the Winds and Waves. — 

67. He neither took cognizance of , nor pu- 
niſhed all Offenders according to their deme- 
rits; only he made diligent inquiry after , and 
put the Martial Law molt ſtrictly in execution 
againſt Mutineers, and deſerters of cheir colours. 
After a Battel , and ſome notable Vidtory ob- 
tained, he would now and then relax the reins 
of his diſcipline , and indulge them in all the li- 
centious ſoftneſs incident to a Soldiers Lite, boaſt- 
ing frequently , that his Men could fight "cf 
their very debauches. Nor did he only addreſs 
himſelf to them by the name of Soldiers, but by 
the more indearing compellation of Fellow Soldz- 
ers ; keeping them always ſpruce and gay, ap- 
pointed with Arms glittering with gold and fil- 
ver,and that not only for pomp and oſtentation, 
but that the juſt apprehenſions of their - value 


- might oblige them more tenaciouſly to defend 
them. Beſides this, he expreſſed that render 


concern for their welfare , that hearing but of 
the defeat Titurius had received; he vow'd ne- 


ver to ſhave his Beard; nor cut his Hair, till he 
E had 
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had ſufficiently reveng'd him ; by which means, 
he not only improved their valour, but devoted 
them intirely ro his ſervice. 

68. At his entring upon the Civil War, every 
Centurion offered him an Horſe out of his own 
pay, and the whole Body of his Army tendred 
their ſervice grarzs, the richer ſort having enga- 
ged for the ſupport and relief of the poorer. 
None of his Soldiers ever revolted from him in 
ſo long a tract of time, and ſeveral of 'em taken 
Priſoners, refuſed quarter when offered , upon 
the diſhonourable terms of bearing Arms againſt 
him. They endured Famine, and other extre- 
mities of War, as well when they beſieged the 
Enemy , as when beſieged by them, with that 
unwearied conſtancy of mind, that Pompey ſee- 
ing a ſort of Bread , made of Herbs, which ſu- 
ſtained them during the Siege of Dyrrachium, 
{aid, He believed, for his part, he had to do with wild 
BeaFts rather than with Men; commanding it to 
be removed quickly out of ſight, leſt the obſti- 
nacy of the Enemy once diſcovered, ſhould ut- 
terly deſpirit his Soldiers. With what reſolution 
thewfought, may be eaſily evinc'd from the ſin- 
gle inſtance of the Battel near Dyrrachium, which 
going unhappily againſt them, they voluntarily 
lollicited their General to puniſh them, inſomuch 


that he had more need at that time to alleviate, 


than enhance their ſorrows by corre&ion. In 
all their other engagements they carried away 
an caſte Vidtory over much more numerous For- 
ces thati themſelves : ' And in ſhort, a ſingle 
Company of his ſixth Legion, ordered tor the 
detence of one of his works before Dyrrachinm, 
maintain'd it ſeveral hours together againſt four 
of Pomjey's Legions, till they were m_ all 
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ſhot to pieces with their Arrows; an hundred 


and thirty thouſand whereof were afterwards 
found in cheir Trenches. Nor need any man 
think it ſtrange, it he conſider but a lictle the 


_ exploits of ſome particular men amongſt them, 


as of Caſſirs Scava their Captain, or of C. Aci- 
lizs a common Soldier ; the former of which 
kept the entry into the Work, committed to his 


_ truſt, after the loſs of an Eye , wounds in the 


Shoulder and Thigh, and an hundred and twen- 


ty ſhots quite through his Buckler : The latter 


having his right .hand cut off , wherewith he 
grapled one of the Enemies Ships, at a Sea-fight 
near Marſeilles,like the famous Cynegyriu amongſt 
the G#eeks, jump'd into her, and bear all down 
before him with the loſs of his Buckler. 

69. His Army never mutined during the 
whole ſeries of his ten years Wars in Gaul : . Sel- 
dom in the Civil Wars, and were even then 
quickly reduc'd to their obedience, and that not 
ſo much through his eaſineſs and indulgence, as 
the awful Authority he had amongſt them ; for 
he never complyed with, or cringed to the mu- 
tineers, but carried it with a high hand yp. 
them : He caſhier'd his ninth Legion at Placen- 
tia with ignominy and diſgrace, tho* Pompey was 
{till up in Arms; and was. not afterwards pre- 
vail'd upon, without carnelt and repeated ap- 
plications, and juſtice done upon the Offenders, 
to readmit them into his ſervice. 

70. His tenth Legion at Rome, bluſtring, and 
making a great clamour abourt their rewards 
and diſcharge, not without imminent danger to 
the Ciry; he went in Perſon and disbanded 
them, tho? *twas in the very heat of the War in 
Africk; and contrary to the ſolicitations of his 
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Friends, but with the ſingle Compellation of 
Romans, in ſtead of Soldiers, wrought ſo effe&tu- 
ally upon thein, that they immediately replied, 
they were Soldiers as well as Romans, and fol- 
low'd him into 4frick, though he rejected the 
Oler of their Service : And yet notwithſtand- 
ing all this ſubmiſlion, he mul&ed the Ring- 
leaders amonglt them a third part of the Plun- 
der and Lands he defign'd them. 

71. The Intereſt. of his Clients he afferted 
with great zeal and fidelity from his youth. 
He expreſs'd that eager Concern in pleading 
the Cauſe of Maſmtha, a young Gentleman 
nobly deſcended, againit King Hiempſal, that 
in the heat of his Argument he took his Son 
Prince J«ba by the. Beard ; and when the 
Court afterward declar'd him Tributary to the 
King, he reſcu'd him out of the Hands of the 
Olncers who came to ſeize him, and conceal'd 
him a long time at his own Houſe ; and when, 
after his Pretorſhip was expir'd, he went for 
Spain, convey'd him away in his own Sedan, 
amidſt the officions Crowd of Attendants and 
Friends, who came to pay their Complements 
at his departure. Ep 

72. He was always ſo paſſionately kind and 
inaulgent to his Friends, that C. Oppzize falling 
fuddenly ſick in his Journey with him through 
a Foreſt, he refign'd his own Quarters to him in 
the Inn, which was but one, whilſt he himſelf 
lodg'd in the open Air, and on a Pallat laid 
upon the Ground. After he had got the Go- 
vernment into his hands, he advanc*'d ſome of 
the vileſt of the Rabble to Offices of the high- 
eſt Truit and Honour 3 and being taxed with 
it, declar'd openly, That if Highway-men and 


Ruffians 
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| Ruffians had aſſiſted him in aſſerting his Chara&er, 


he would equally have expreſs'a his Gratitude to 
them too. 

73. He never conceiv'd 10 inveterate a 
Grudge againſt any Man, as not to lay it aſide 
upon a fair occaſion. Notwithſtanding the bir- 
ter Invectives of C. Memmirs againit him, and 
to which he had made as ſevere Replies, he 
gave him his Vote a little after ior the Conful- 
ſhip. C. Calvxs, who had libell'd him in ſome 


| 1currilous and abuſive Epigrams, courting a Re- 


conciliation afterwards by the Mediation of his 
Friends, he generouſly, on his own accord, an- 
ticipaced the Requeſt, by writing to him firſt. 
Valerins Catullas, who, as he owned himfelt, had 
caſt an indelible blot upon his Name, by his 
Verſes upon Mamurra, giving him ſome flight 
fatisfa&tion , he invited him the ſame day to 
Supper, and Inn'd afterwards at his Father's 
Houle, as he us'd to do. 

74. He was not at all of a revengefnl tem- 
per : Indeed the Oath he made to crucitie the 
Pyrats wha took him Priſoner, it ever - they 
came into his Clutches , oblig*'d him to be as 
good as his word to them ; yet however, 7o 
dead their ſenſe of the Iingring Pains of the Croſs, 
he commanded them firit to be ſtrangled. He 
never retaliated upon Cornelizs Phagita, though 
he had much ado, even by bribing the Meſlen- 
gers, to eſcape the night-trepans he laid for 
him in the time of his Sickneſs, and abſconding 
from Sylla. He put Philemon, his Amanuentſis, 
who had undertook to poiſon him, only to a 
ſimple Death, without Torcure. Being cited as 
a Witneſs againſt P. Clodixs, accus'd of conver- 
ling too familiarly with his Wife Pempeia, and 
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who thereupon ſtood guilty of polluting the 
Sacred Ceremonies, he utterly denied that he 
knew any thing of the buſineſs, chough his Mo- 
ter Aurelia, and Siſter Faliz, had depos'd the 
whole Matter of Fac upon Oath before the 
fame Judges : whereupon being ask*d , Why 
theretore he divorc'd her? Becauſe , ſaid he, [7 
would have all who relate to me, as free from the 
Suſpicion, as the Guilt of an il} A&10n. 

75. He gave admirable Inſtances of his Mo- 
deration and Clemency, not only during theCi- 
vil War,but the enjoyment of his atter-Vicory. 
Pompey having pronounc'd them all Enemies to 
the State, who were not actually in Arms in its 
defence, he on the contrary declar'd, he would 
look upon all Neuters as his own Men. He 
gave them all free leave to go over to Pompey s 
fide, whom he had advanc'd to any Command 
upon his recommendation. There being a 
Ceilation of Arms, and mutual Commerce be- 
twixc the two Parties, during the Treaty about 
Articles of Surrendry at Ierda in Spain, Afranius 
and Petreizs put all Cz/ar's Soldiers to the 
Sword, who were found in their Camp upon 
its ſudden diſfolution , whillt he generouſly 
fcorn'd to repay the perfidious Trick in its own 
kind. He iflu'd forth a Proclamation at the 
Bartel of Pharſalis, commanding, That all C:- 
Zens ſhould have Quarter ; gave every man leave 
to ſave one of the oppoſite Party, whom he 
pleas'd, nor would permit any one ta be flain 
after the heat of the Engagement, except only 
Afranins , Faystzus ( Sulla) and L. Ceſar the 
younger ; and theſe, *tis thought, without his 
Order too, notwirhſtanding the two firſt had 
zebell'd after the grant of a Pardon, and = 
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laſt, not content to have perſecuted his Free- 
men and Slaves to death with Fire and Sword, 
in a mo!t barbarous manner butcher'd the very 
Beaſts prepar'd for his Publick Shews. To be 
fho;c, he at laſt gave them all leave, who had 
not as yet got their Pardons, to return into [ta- 
ly, making them capable of bearing Employs 
both Civil and Milicary : Nay, he reſtor'd the 
very Statues of Sy/la and Pompey, which the 
Rabble had thrown down; and choſe rather 
for the future to caution his Subjects againſt, 
than puniſh them for "Treaſonable Words and 
Deſigns; and accordingly never took farther 
notice of Plots and dangerous Night-Clubs and 


' Cabals, diſcover'd to him, than publickly to 


acquaint them by his Edicts, that he had ſuffi- 
cient Information of them ; contenting himſelf 
in the Popular Aſſemblies to admoniſh thoſe 
who inveightd againſt him or his Government, 
to forbear; and with an even temper of Mind, 
bore the Aſperſions which Aulzs Czcina, in a 
{candalous Pamphlet,and P:rholaxs, in a virulent 
Satyr, had thrown-upon him. 

76, And yet his Vices 1ſo far out-balance his 
Virtues, that he may ſeem to have abus'd his 
Authority, and delſerv'd death : For he not on- 
ly arrogated too great Honours to himſelf, as 
the continual Exerciſe of the Conlulſhip, the 
perpetual Dictatorſhip,the Power of Cenfor un- 
der a more ſpecious Name, the Title of Empe- 
ror, and of Father of his Country , his Statue 
amongſt the Kings, a particular Box tor him- 
ſelf at the Theatre ; but accepted of others too 
big for the Circumſtances of bare Mortality to 
ſupport: As, a Chair of Gold in the Senate, 
and Aſſemblies of the People, the carrying of 
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kis Efigies in ſolemn Proceflion at the Circen/ian 
Games, Temples, Altars, Images of himſelf 
plac'd near the Gods, a conſecrated Couch for 
his Godhead's Statue to repoſe upon, his Prieſt 
common to other Deities, beſides ſuch as 
were peculiarly appropriated to the Service of 
Pan, and the Credit of having one Month in 
the Year call'd after his own Name : In ſum, 
he receiv*d and conferr'd what Honours he 
pleas'd. The third and fourth Years he con- 
tented himſelf with the bare Title of Conſul, 
and Authority of Dictator, beltow d upon him 
at the ſame time ; ſubſtituting two Conſuls for 
the three laſt Months of each Year, 1o that in 
the mean time he never call'd any Elections, 
but of Tribunes and Xdiles of the People, and 
conſtituted Prefectts inſtead of Prztors, wha 
manag'd the City Affairs in his abſence. One 
of the Confuls dying ſuddenly on the laſt of 
December, he fild up the Vacancy with a Per- 
ſon who begg'd it for the poor remains of the 
few Hours of the Year yet-unexpir'd. After the 
fame arbitrary manner he violated the ancient 
Privilege of the Annual Ele&ion' of Magi- 
ſtrates, inveſted ten Perſons who had been 
Pretors with the Power of wearing Conſular 
Robes, admitted ſome' who were but eniran- 
chis'd, and Gauls, nat half civiliz'd, into the 
Senate; intruſted only his own Dependents 
with the Management of the Mint, and the 
Publick Revenues, and gaye his Freeman Ruf- 
finzs his Son, a {tale Pathick of his, the Com: 
mand of three Legions he lett at Alexandria. 

' - 57; Nor did his Expreflions ſpeak him leſs 
infolentthan his Actions : 7. Amplizs reparts he 
f2id, The Commonwealth was become an empty 
F ad > "i oe S” -2 i SEA ; Neme, 
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Name, without either reality or appearance * That 
Sylla 22s an ignorant Fellow, to lay down his Di- 
Fatorſhip ſo eaſily ; That Men ought to take care 
what they ſaid to him at that time of day, and 
look upon his Diftates as Laws. Nay, he was ar- 
riv'd at that height of Arrogance, that a Sooth- 
layer preſaging ſome ſad Event trom the want 


of an Heart in a Beaſt that was to be ſacrific'd, 


he reply'd, The Victims will tell you better things 
when I bave a mind : What great watter is it for 
a Beat to be without a Heart ? 

-$. Burt the moſt flagrant Odium he drew 
upon himſelf, was from his haughty deport- 
ment to the Senators, whom he receiv*d titting 
before the Temple of Yen, when they came 
in a full Body to wait upon him, with ſeveral 
Honourable Decrees paſs'd on his behalf. Some 
lay Cornelins Balbus held him down as he was ri- 
{ing ; others affirm,he was 1o far from offering at 
it, that 9n the contrary, C. Trebatizes ſuggeſting it 
to him, receiv'd the Reprimand of a Frown for 
his pains. A piece of State highly inſupportable 
in him,who pafting-by the Tribunes Seats in one 
of his. Triumphs, 1o heinouſly reſented the ſame 
Incivility from Pontizs Aquila, that in a mighty 
huff he cried out, Well done, Aquila, That Tri- 
buneſhip had beſt try whether or no you can wreſ# 
the Government cout of my Hands, Nor would 
he, tor ſeveral days after, make a Grant to any 
Man, without this Proviſo in deriſian,  Pon- 
tius Aquila pleaſes ts give me leave. 

' 79. And yet he ſeconded this egregious at- 
front to the Senate , with a much more daring 
action : For ſome af the crowd, during the un- 
uſual and immaderate acclamations of the Rab- 
ble, at his retyrn from the Sacritice at the Latrz 
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*4n Enſign Feſtivals, having clapt a Laurel Crown , * girt 

of Ryalty. about with a white band, upon his St: tue ; and 
the Tribunes of the People , Epidins , Marullas, 
and Ceſetins Flavus, commanding it to be taken 
off, and the Fellow who tied it on to be laid by. 
the heels; he was 1o netled, either at the ill ſuc- 
ceſs of this fair offer at Kingſhip, or, as he pre- 
tended, at them who rob'd him of the honour 
of the refuſal ; that after a ſevere rebuke, he 
turn'd them out of Office. Never could he 
from this time claw off the ſaſpition of affecting 
Kingly Power, though he afterwards replied to 
{ome of the tumultuous mobile, who ialuted him 
by that Title, That he was Czlar indeed , but no 
King : And had ſeveral times, at the ſolemniza- 
tion of certain Feitivals, in the honour of Paz, 
refus'd the profter of a Crown, in the popular 
Aſſemblies, from the Conſul 4nthony, and pre- 
ſented it to Jupiter in the Capitol. Beſides, 
*twas generally reported , that having firſt 
drain'd the Empire of its riches , Italy of its a- 
bleſt Soldiers, and committed the Government 
of the City to ſome of his Friends, he deſign'd 
for Alexandria or Troy. And they ſay L. Cotta 
was to declare his opinion , at the next meeting 
of the Houſe, that Czſar ought to enjoy the Ti- 
tle of King, becauſe the old Propheſies had fore- 
told the Parthians were not to be conquer'd, but 
by a King. 

So. And *twas this put the Confſpirators upon 
haſtning the Execution of their deſign, becauſe 
they knew not handſomly how to decline their 
aſſent to the propoſal : They reſoly'd therefore 
trom private Clubbs and Cabals up and down 
the City, into one common Conjult of all to- 
gether; to which they were ths rather encou- 

rag'd, 
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rag'd , from the uneaſineſs of the People them- 
ſelves, under the preſent ſtate of affairs, who 
began now , both in private and publick, to 
withdraw their Allegiance, and wiſh for ſome 
bold Patriots to aflert their invaded Liberties. 
Upon his admiflion of Foreigners into the Se+ 
nate, there was a Libel ſet up, Prefac'd with a 
Bonum fattum , Speed it well, 8&c. Pray let none 
ſhew our new Senators the way to the Houſe. And 
this Diitich was commonly ſung upon the ſame 
occaſion. 

The Gauls, in Triumph led, their Pantaloons 

Shake off, and niy put on their Senate Gowns, 

When Q. Maximus, whom he had ſubſtiruted 
Conſul for three Months time, entred the Thea- 
tre, and the Serjeant, who uſher'd him in, com- 
manded the people, according to the uſual cu- 
ſtom, to make room for, and pay their reipedts 
to him; they unanimouſly cryed out, He vas 
0 Conſul. Upon his removal of Cſetizs and Ma- 
rullas from the Tribuneſhip , they had ſeveral 
Voices for the Conlulſhip next Eleftion. Some 


body wrote theſe words under L. Brutzs his Sta- 


tu , O that thou ert alive again! And under 
Czſar's theſe , Brutus 2025 created the firſ# Conſul, 


for ridding ms of Kings ; and this Gentleman King at 


laſt , for throwing out the Conſuls. There were 
above fixty Pertions engag'd in the Conſpiracy 
againſt him, of whom C. Caſſizs, and Marczs, 
and Decimns Brutus , were chief: Who having 
ſpent ſome time in debate about the place and 
manner of diſpatching him, as, whether they 
ſhould not divide into two Parties , and one 
chrowing him over the Bridge , as he took the 
Voices of the Wards at the Ele&tion, in the Cam- 


pus Martizs, the other kill him when they had 
| | got 
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got him down, or elſe afſfaflinate him in his paſ- 
ſage along the Via Sacra, or at his entrance into 
theTheatre : At laſt the Senate being ſummon'd 
to meet in Pompey's Court , upon the Ides of 
March, they readily embrac'd that opportunity, 
- the faireſt tor time and place that had yet ot- 
er'd. | 
81. But his murder was plainly enough fore- 
told him by ſeveral prefages: When a few 
Months before ſome Colonies tranſplanted to 
Capua, according to a Law of his own making, 
were demoliſhing a great many old Sepulchres, 
in order to build there, (and were now become 
more exact in their obſervations , by reaſon of 
ſome old faſhion'd Veſſels, and ſuch like picces 
of Antiquity found amongſt the rubbiſh) they 
at laſt met with a brazen Plate in a Tomb, 
where Capys, the firſt Founder of Capua, was 
ſaid to be interr*d, with this prophetick Inſcrip- 
tion in Greek: When the Bones of Capys ſhall be 
diſcover'd, then ſhall one of the off-ſpring of Julius be 
aſſaſſmated by the hands of his own Relations, and his 
Blood /oon after be ſeverely reveng'd upon Italy. 
Which leſt any man ſhould think an idle roman- 
tick Story, I aſſure him it came originally from 
Cornelizs Balbzs, one of the moſt intimate 
Friends that Czſar had. A few days likewiſe 
_ before his murder, he was very well intorm'd, 
* Or. 4 o- Eat the Horles he had devoted * to the Gods, 
thers inter- and let looſe in the Fields, for the ſervice done 
pret it, to him in paſling his Foot over R«bicos, fullenly 


the Rr, refrain'd from their Provender , and wept bit- 
they being 


look'd upon terly : As he was at Sacrifice, the Augur Spu- - 


r:ama wild him to beware of a dangerous ac- 
cident, that won'd overtake him yet before the 
Ides of. March were expird : And the very day 
betors 
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before the ſame Ides , a promiſcuous Flock of 
Birds purſu'd the * Regaliolzs, carrying a Laurel 


branch in its Bill, from the next neighbouring 
Grove into Pompey's Court , where they tore it 
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in pieces. The Night before likewiſe, he dream'd prered. 


of nothing but ſoaring above the Clouds, and 
ſhaking hands with Fupiter : And his Wife Cal- 
purnia, ſhe fancied in her ſleep, the top of the 
Houſe was tumbling down , and her Husband 
{tabb'd in her Arms, whereupon her Bed-cham- 
ber Doors immediately flew open of their own 
accord. Upon thele motives, together with an 
indiſpofition of Body he then labour'd under, he 
thought of adjourning the Senate to another 
time, till at laſt D. Brutus over-perſwading him 
not to diſmiſs the Houſe , now that it was full, 
and had attended him a long time ; he went to 
them about Eleven a Clock, and was even then 
in his way thither, preſented with a diſcovery 
of the Plot, which he unhappily looking upon 
as ſome Petitionary Addreſs , mix'd it with ſe- 
veral others in his Left Hand, intimating he 
would peruſe it with the reft by and by. In 
ſhort, when none of all the numerous Victims 
he Sacrific'd, could propitiate the Gods, he en- 
tred the Senate in ſpite of their prefages, laugh- 
ing at Spurinma as a falle Prophet, for that the 
Tdes of March were now come, and no diſaſter 
had befallen him : To which he replyed, They 
were come indeed, but not gone. 

82. The Confpirators, under colour of pay- 
ing him their devoirs, gathering round him, as 
ſoon as he had taken his place 3 Cimber Tullins, 
who had undertook the firſt Aſſault, pretending 
a requeſt to him, made his approaches nearer 


than the reſt; whom Ceſar refuſing to hear 
| : then, 
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then, and ſignifying by his geſtures to him , to 
defer his buſineſs till another time ; he immedi- 
ately 1eiz'd him by the Gown on both Shoul- 
ders; at which he crying out, this x down right 
Violence ; one of the Caſſiz making up to him, 
{tab'd him a little below che Throat. Cz/ar up- 
on this, laying hold of the 4ſſaſſms Arm, ſtruck 
it through with his Stile, and endeavouring to 
make his Eſcape, was hindred by a ſecond 
Thruſt ; and now ſeeing the Rufhans ready to 
aſſail him on every ſide, with naked Daggers in 
their Hands, he muffled up his Head in his 
Gown, and at the ſame time, with his left hand, 
threw his Robes about his Legs, that being co- 
vered all over, he might die with the greater 
decency. And this fell Cxlar , with three and 
ewenty Wounds in his Body , and without any 
other Noiſe, than that of a ſingle Groan at the 
firſt Stab, chough ſome indeed have reported he 
ſhould ſay to M. Brutzs , as he came upon him, 


Fhat, and art thou one of them, what, thou my 


Sonu 2 The Conſpirators flying , left him dead 
upon the Place , cill at laſt three of his Servants 
carried him home in a Sedan, with one Arm 
dangling out. Ati/tizs the Chyrurgion was of 
Opinion there was none of all his Wounds Mor- 
tal but the ſecond upon his Breaſt. The Tray- 
tors had defigned to have thrown his Carcaſe 
into the Ther, to have confiſcated his Goods, 
and repeal d all his Acts, but durſt not, for fear 
of Mark Antony the Conſul, and Lepidzs Deputy 

Dictator. 
$3. At the Requeſt of LT. Po, his Father in 
Law, his Will, which he had made in his Coun- 
try Houle at Labicam , upon the Ides of Seprem- 
ber before, and had committed te the _— 
OL 
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of the Lady Abbeſs of the Veſtal Virgins, was 
opened and read in AM. Antonies Houſs ; Q. Tu 
bero reports, that from the time of his firſt. Con- 
ſulſhip, to the breaking out of the Civil Wars, 
he uſed to appoint Pompey his Heir, and had ſo 
declared at the Head of his Army. But in his 
laſt Will and Teſtament, made three of his Si- 
ſters Grand-Sons Coheirs to his Eſtate, of which 
Odtawizes had nine parts in twelve left him , and 
L. Pimarins, and Q. Pedins the other three be- 
twixt them , and had farther at the bottom of 
his Will, adopted OFavizs into both his Family 
and Name. He had deſigned ſeveral of his Mur- 
therers Guardians to his Son, if he ſhould be ſo 
happy as to leave any behind him ; made D. 
Brutns one of his Heirs, upon default of any of 
the former : and bequeathed his Gardens upon 
the 7iber to the body of the People, beſides three 
hundred Seſterces a piece. 

84. After publick notice given of his Fune- 


ral, his Pile was ereed in the Camps Martize, 


near his Daughter Falia's Tomb, and a Repoſt 
cory curiouſly gilt, and made after the Model 
of Venrs's Temple , ſet up before the great Ro- 
man Oratory. Herein was placed a Bed of 
Ivory covered with Cloth of Gold and Purple, 
with a Trophy at his Head, ſupporting the Robe 
in which he was ſlain ; and leſt the formal Pro- 
ceflion of that numerous Train, who preſented 
their Honorary Oblations to the Dead, ſhould 
lengthen the Solemnity beyond the compaſs of 
a day, they were commanded to carry them 
into the Field withourt any let Order,and through 
what Streets of the City they pleas'd : at the 
Celebration of his Funeral Rites and Games, 


there were ſome Verſes taken out of Pacuviws 
his 
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*Tbe _ his Tragedy, Intituled, 7he —_ of the F Arms 
Aon wy decided, ſung, to raiſe the People to a higher 
zo by &jax Note of Pity and Indignation : as this, 
andUlyſles. 


Men” Mc” ſervaſſe, ut eſſent qui me perderent ? 


Hard fate, that I thoſe very men forgave, 
tho brought me this untimely to my Grave. 


Beſides others of the like Import, out of Arrizs 
his Ele&ra; inſtead of a Funeral Oration, the 
Conſul Antony cauſed a Cryer publickly to pro- 
claim the Act of the Senate, whereby they had 
decreed him all Divine as well as Humane Ho- 
nours, as alfo the Oath of Allegiance, by which 
they had jointly engaged themſelves in the De- 
fence of his Perſon , with ſome additions of his 
own. The Magittrates, and Perſons formerly in 
Authoricy, who were hisBearers, carried his Bed 
of State from before the Qratory into the Fo- 
71 ; Where whilſt they ſtood in debate about 
the propereſt place to burn it in, ſome being tor 
the mott retired and ſacred part of Fupiter Cap:> 
rolinns's Temple, others tor Pompeys Court, there 
ruſh'd in two Fellows amongſt them all on a 
ſndden, with Swords by their Sides, and each 
two Javelins in their Hands, who let fire to it 
with their flaming Torches, when immediately 
the promiſcuous Crowd of Standers-by threw 
in their dry Wood, and the Seats of both Supe- 
rior and Inferior Magiſtrates , with the reſt of 
their Oblations. Afﬀeer this, the Muſicians and 
Stage-Players ſtrip'd themſelves of the Liveries 
given them at the Celebration of his Triumphal 
Games, wore then purely upon occaſion of that 
days Solemnity, rent them in pieces, and _ 
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them into the Flames. Then advanced his Ve- 
cerane Legions, and with the Arms they put on 
ro grace his Funeral, did the ſame laſt Honour 
ro their General; the very Ladies came and 
threw in their own and Childrens fine Coats 
and Ornaments : nay, Foreigners, wherewith 
the City at that time abounded, ſhared every 
ons in their turns, and after the Faſhion of his 
Country, in this great and general Lamencation; 
eſpecially the Fews, who trequented the, place 
where he was burart tor leveral nights coge: 
ther. . 
85. As ſoon as the Solemnity was ended, the 
Rabble ran ſtraight and befer che Houſes of Bru- 
tis and Caſſivs with Firebrands in their Hands ; 
who, being at laſt wich great difficulty repul- 
ied,and accidentally meeting with Helwins Cinna 
in their return, flew him, and carried his Head 
about with them in Triumph upon che point 
of a Spear , miſtaking him for Cornelius Cinna, 
whom they were then in queſt of, tor having 
but the day before bitterly inveighed againſt 
Czſar. Atter this, they erected a ſolid Monu- 
ment of Numidian Marble in the Market-place, 
near twenty foot high, wich this Inſcription, 7o 
the Father of bz Country, Where, tor a long time 
after, they uſed to Sacrifice, make Vows, and 
{wearing by the name of Cz/ar , decide certain 
Controverties amongſt them. | | 
$6. He gave ſome of his Friends occaſion to 
believe, he deſired to live no longer, being now 
grown weary of his Lite, by reaſon of his ire- 
quent Indiſpoſitions, and theretore {lighted all 
Preſages of his Death , and Remontitrances of 
his Friends. Others are of Opinion , he repo- 
led ſo great contidenc2 in the Senate, ſince the 
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laſt At made, and * Oath took on his -behalf, 
that upon the Credit thereof, he diſmilled his 
Spaniſh Guards , which always attended him 
arm*'d. Others on the contrary afhrm, he has 
been heard to declare, he had rather once fall 
into the apparent Toils of Death, than live in 
perpetual fear of them. Others again report, he 
would often ſay , his Satety was more the in- 
tereſt of the State than his own ; for his part, he 
had Power and Honour enough long ago, and 
that if any unhappy Accident ſhould befal him, 
the Common-wealth would be imbroil'd in new 
Troubles, and labour under greater Calami- 
ties than ever it did in the time of the Civil 


Wars. 


$7. This is generally granted on all hands 


that his Death was ſuch as he defired : For ha- 


ving formerly read in Xenophon , that Cyrrs 1n 
his laſt fir of Sickneſs, gave ſome Orders con- 
cerning his Funeral ; he expreſſed his Abhors- 
rency of ſuch a lingring Death , wiſhing his 
might be quick and fſurprifing; and but the 
day before, upon occaſion of a Diſcourſe ſtarted 
at Table in A. Lepidzs his Houſe , concerning 
the. beſt ſort of Death, he declared for thac 
which was ſudden and unexpected. 

8. He died in the fitty ſixth year of his Age, 
and was not only Canoniz'd for a God by De- 
cree, but really thought ſo by the People ; for 
when his Heir Auguſts firſt exhibited thoſe 
Games he Conſfecrated to his Memory , there 
arole a Comet about five a Clock in the After- 


noon, which appeared tor a Week together, and 


was confidently believed by them to be Cz/ar's 
Soul rapt up into- Heaven ; for which reaſon, 
there was afterwards a Star plac'd upon the 
Crown 


Jurtius Ca$SAR. 
Crown of his Statue. The Court wherein he 
was murthered, was ordered to be ſhut up, the 
 TJdes of March to be branded with the Name of 
; Parricide, and the Senate never to, ſit upon that 
| ' day for the future. 

| 89. Scarce any of his Aflaflins either ſurviv'd 
him three years, or dicd a natural Death : They 
were all pronounced dead perſons in Law, and 
Vengeance overtook them in ſundry Accidents ; 
ſome periſhed art Sea , ſome fell in Battle, and 
\ others {tab'd themſelves wich the ſame Poniard 
| wWherewith chey had murchered Cz/ar. 
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Done into Ergliſh by Mr. Morgan of 
St. Johr's Coll. Oxon. 


HA T the Of#avian Family was of 
the firſt Conſideration in Velitre, 
there are feveral Monuments which 
make it very credible : For beſides a 
Street in the moſt conſpicuous part of the 
Town calld by that Name, there is an Altar 
yet to be ſeen, which was long ago peculiarly 
conſecrated to the Memory of Oc&awvizs ; who 
being General in that War which was manag'd 
againlt thoſe who violated the Confines, as he 
was ſacrificing to Mars, and word was brought 
him, that the Borderers had made a ſudden In- 
curſion, he haſtily cut the Entrails of the Vi- 
&im, and offered them raw to the God of 
Blood ; entred the Battel, and return'd a Con- 
queror. There is likewiſe a Publick Decree 
extant, which cautiouſly provided , That the 
Rites of that God ſhould always be 1{o celebra- 
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ted, and that the Remains of his Sacrifice 
ſhould be ſent to the O&awii, though they were 
abſent. 

__ 2. This Family was adopted into the Privi- 
leges of a Roman Tribe, and brought into the 
' denate by Tarquinirs Priſcus, who was then 

King ; in proceſs of time it became Plebeian, 
and after many Years had run out, it was rais'd 
co its firſt Lignity of being Gentlemen of Rome, 
by D. Fulizs, The firſt who obtain'd a Magi- 
{tracy by popular Vate, was C. Rafis, who had 
formerly been Queſtor, and hac} two Sons, Crerzs 
and Cars, from whom two Branches of the 
Octavian Family were deriv'd,. but with great 
Uitterence in their Fortune : For Cneirs, and all 
who deſcended from him, diſcharg'd the moſt 
eminent Functions of "Truſt in the Govern- 
ment. But Cai and his Poſterity, whether it 
was an Efte& of- Chance, or induſtriouſly their 
Choice, never moy d from the Order of being 
Knights, even to the Father of Aug«ſ#zzs. His 
great Grandfather was a Tribune in the Army, 
in the ſecond Punic War, when «£milizs Pap- 
prs was Genreraliſſimo. « His Grandfather having 
a plentitul Eſtate left him, contented himſelf 
with the Offices chat belong'd only to a private 
Citizen, and ſo died quietly in a good old age: 
but theſe chings others have related. Auguſtus 
nhimfſclt wrices, That ghis Faruly was no more 
than purciy Equeſtrian, of which his Father 
was the firft Senator. But 4. Antony upbraids 
him with the bateneſs of his Original, ſaying, 
Thar his great Granfather was a manumitted 
Slave, by Trade a Rope-ſcller, and born in an 
pbſcare Village amongft the Thur, and that 
as Grangiather was a Banker ; and nothing 
U | | more 
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more hath occurred to my Enquiry concerning 
the Anceſtors of Augusitze. | 

2. Octavir: th3 Father, even from the begin- 
ning, was very 7izh, and of great reputation ; 
ſo thar I very much wonder that ſome report 
him to be a Money-changer , and others de- 
grade him to char tordid Employment in the 
Field of Mars, of being one of thoſe who di- 
{tributed Money to the Tribes, and ſo brib'd 
their Votes for them who ſtood Candidates for 
any Office ; for being us'd to Riches, and bred 
up in Affluence, he eaſily artain'd to Honours 
in the State, and he adminiſtred them with as 
much Credit as he acquired them with Facility. 
Aiter he was out of his Precorſhip,and obtain'd 
Macedon tor his Province, as he was upon his 
Journey, he defeated the 4rg:itrze Rebels, who 
were all that were left of Catiline and Sparta- 
c:75s Forces, and who had polleſs'd themielves 
of the Thurine Country ; he being extraordina- 
rily commiſtion'd to it by the Senate. He ma- 
nagd this Charge with no leſs Juſtice than Re- 
ſolution : For having overthrown the Beſj and 
the Thracians 1h a great Battel, he demean'd 
himſelf ſo obligingly towards the Allies, that 
there are Letters of T#11:2x Cicero extant, where- 
in he aclviſeth and conjures his Brother Quin- 
t:#5, who at the ſame time was Proconſul of 
Aſia, and carried himſelf in that Government 
much to his diſhonour, that he would pur the 
Sweetneſs of the athers Behaviour in gaining 
the Allies as a Pattern for his Inucation. 

4. When he left Macedon, betore he could 
declare his Inclinations of ſtanding for the Con- 
ſulſhip, he died ſuddenly ; and the Childrert he 
left behind kim, were his eldeſt Danghter Octa- 
UV, 
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via, Which he had by Arncharia; a younger 
Daughter of the ſame Name, and this {ugu/trs, 
who had A4tia to their Mother. A4t:a's Father 
was .M. Atins Balbas, and her Mother Sylvia, 
who was Siſter to C. Ceſar. Balbzs by the Fa- 
ther's Side was of Aricia, and of an honoura- 
ble Family, as appears by the many Statues of 
his Anceſtors who were Senators ; and by the 
Mother's, was very nearly related to Pompey. 
After he was Pretor, he was one of the twenty 
who divided the Land of Capua amonglit the 
Common People, according to the Injunctions 
of the Sylvian Law. But M. Antony peaks con- 
temptuouſly of his Birth by the Mother's Side ; 
for he objects to him as a Scandal, That his 
great Grandfather was' originally an African ; 
and ſometimes he ſaith his Trade was a Perfu- 
mer, and ſometimes, that he kept a Bakehouſe 
at Aricia. Caſſins Parmenſ;s, 1n one of his Epi- 
{tles, ſaich, That he is the Grandchild not only 
of a Baker, but a Banker : For after this man- 
ner he is ſevere upon him ; Thou art a piece of 
Dough out of thy Mothers Meal-tub, and a Baker of 
Nerulum raz*d thee into Humane Paſte, with his 
Fingers all ſullied ith telling has Money. 

5- Auguſius was born the ninth of the Ca- 
lends of O&ober, before the Sun was up, in the 
Palatine Quarter of the City, at a place call'd 
the Ox-heads, M. Tullizs Cicero and Antonins be- 
ing Conluls, where there is now a little Temple 
ſtanding, which was built ſome time after his 
Death. For, as *tis recorded in the Acts of the 
' Senate, when C. Lef&orizs, a young Man of Pa- 
trician Blood, was deprecating the Puniſhment 
_ that was to be inflicted upon him for Adultery, 
alter he had urg'd the cendrneſs of his _ 
AIG 
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and the Nobility of his Houſe, he alledg'd this 


particularly to the Senate, to move their Com- 


paſſion and Forgiveneſs, "That he was not only 
the Poſſeflor, but as it were the Guardian of 
that Soil which Auguſtus firlt ſaluted with his 
Birth ; and therefore entreated chat they would 
ſpare his Life, and beſtow-it as a Gratuity up- 
on him, who was his peculiar Deity. Upon 
this, it was ſolemnly decreed, "That that part of 
the Houſe ſhould be conſecrated. 

6. There is a little place yer ſhewn near Ve- 
litre, in the ancient Suburbs, of no bigger Ca- 
pacity than an ordinary Stobe-room, where he 
firſt ſuck'd his Nurſe ; and a ſtrong Opinion 
obtains amongſt the Neighbourhood, that he 
was born there too. The Entrance into it 1s 
moſt religiouſly forbid, unleſs upon a great ne- 
ceflity, and with very pious Intentions ; for 
there is an ancient Tradition, That thoſe who 
attempt it raſhly, are ſeiz'd with a ſudden Hor- 
ror and Conſternation , which was confirm'd 
afterwards by a very ſenſible Event : For when 
the new Landlord of the 7a went to lie there, 
whether he did it purely by Accident, or out 
of Curioſity, to try an Experiment, ſome few 
. Hours of the Night had not palſs'd, before he 
was difturb'd out of his Sleep by violent Shocks, 
and which he knew not from whence they 
came, and the next Morning was found half 
dead, before the Doors of the Houſe, with his 
Bed lying by him. 

7. They gave him the Sirname of Thurinus 
whilft he was an Infant, either in remembrance 
of the Original of his Anceſtors, or that in the 
Thurine Country his Father Ofavizs was proſpe- 
rous in his Expedition againſt the Fugitives, he 
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eing juſt born. The certain Proof T have that 


this was his Appellation, 1s a little Picture of his, 


caſt inBraſs when he was a Boy; which is an old 
Piece, and hath this Name inſcrib'd upon ic in 
Letters that are very ruſty, and almoit caten 
away by time. I made a Preſent of +: Relick 
to my Prince, who preſerves it devo::iy 1 his 


 Bed-chamber amongſt his darling Images But 


in the Epiſtles of Antony he is call'd Thurinus 
by way of reproach, and he retorts nothing to 
che ſuppos'd Abuſe, but only this, That he won- 
ders that _— be thrown upon him as an 
Aſperſion, whicl* was his firſt and true Name. 
He afterwards aflum'd the Title of Cz/ar, and 
then of /Augutus ; the firſt bequeath'd co him 
by the Will of his great Uncle, the other he 
took out of deference to the Judgment of Au- 
matins Plancus. For whilſt fome were of opini- 
on that he ought to be calld Romwlus, as it he 
too was the Founder of the City ; Plancus con- 
tended, and at laſt. prevail'd, that it ſhould be 
Auguſtus, as not only a new, but a more mag- 
mificent Title : For that all Places which are 
Religious, and wherein any thing is conſecra- 
ted by Augury, are call'd Auguſt ; either that 
there is ſome ſecrer Omen of Good ever in the 
Word, which ſignifies Encreaſe ; or that its Ety - 
mology is taken from the Feeding and Flight 
of Birds, as they manage themlelves in the 
Air ; for ſo Enmizs teacheth us, writing after 
this manner : 


Rome now mnto a ploricus Pile aves riſe, 
With its Foundations laid it Auguries. 


Ss, Hz loſt his Father whea he was tour _ 
| Old, 
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old, and at twelve years of age he prais'] his 
Mother Falia in a Funeral Oration. Four years 
after, when he was ſixteen, a year before 'tis 
uſual, he put on the Virile Garment , which 
ſhew*d that he was out of his Childhood ; and 
then Ceſar beſtow'd Gifts upon him in his Afr- 
can Triumph, though he was not hardned for 
the Exploits of War, by reaſon of the tender- 
neſs of his Age. Afterwards, when his Uncle 
went into Spain againlt Powpey's Children, be- 
ing not firmly recover'd trom a great Sick- 
215, yet he follow'd him wich a very ſlender 
Retinue, though the Ways were beſet with the 
Enemy, and he {uffered Shipwrack. : By chis 
occaſion he very much gain'd Cz/ar ; for be- 
ſides his Reſolution to undertake, and quicknels 
in diſpatching the Journey, he gave manifeſt 
Prefſages of a great Genius. Cez/ar, after Spain 
had ſubmitted, deſigning an Expedicion againſt 
the Dac:, and then the Parthians, ſent him be- 
fore to Apollonia, that he might be ar leiſure to 
follow his Studies. When he heard that Czar 
was murder'd, and knew himſelf ro be his 
Heir, he was long conteſting in his thoughts, 
whether he ſhould follicit the Aid of thoſe Le- 
gions which were neareit him ; bur at laſt he 
rejected this Counſel as raſh and very unſeaſo- 
nable. When he came to Rome, he pur in his 
Legal Claim to the Inheritance, chough his Mo- 
ther was wavering in her Reſolutions abour it, 
and his Father-in- Law Marcus Philippus, who 
had been Conſul, poſitively diflwaded him from 
that Attempt. And from that time, having 
gather'd his Forces together, he govern'd the 
Commonwealth, firſt with 27. Antony and MM 
Lepidus , then with 2. Antony fingle, for the 
{pace 
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Ipace almoſt of twelve years ; and then by him- 
ſelf, without both his Colleagues, forty four. 

9. Having defign'd to write the Memoires of 
his Life, I will not confine my ſelf to ſtrict 
Chronology,but will rather deſcribe what were 
his Actions, than be punctual to the time when 
they were done,that fo the Nature of them may 
be the more clearly underſtood. He manag'd 
five Civil Wars, that of Modena, the other of 


Philippe, that of Perſia , the Sicilian one, and : 


that of 44:ium ; the firft and laſt of which were 
againſt Antony, the ſecond was againi{t Brutus 
and Caſſius, the third againſt DT. Antenins, the 
Son of him who was of the Triumvirate, and 
the fourth againſt Sextzs Pompeins the Son of 
Cres. 

Io. The Cauſe which began and fomented 
all his Wars, was to revenge the Death of his 
Uncle, and juſtifie his Actions; for he thought 
nothing more became him, nor conduc'd more 
to his Purpoſes, As foon as he return'd trons 
Apollonia,he had a deſign to have ſet upon Brutus 
and Caſſius unawares, and have ſeiz'd them ' by 
main force ; but being ſenſible that they fore- 
ſaw the danger, and avoided it, he chang'd his 
Meaſures, and reſolv*d to attack them by Ju- 
dicial Proceſs, acculing them as guilty of Mur- 
der, and ſo proſcrihe them abſent. Thoſe 
Games likewiſe which were infticuted to cele- 
brate the Remembrance of Czſar's Vidtory in 
the Pharſalian Fields, when thoſe whoſe Charge 
1t was, had not the Courage to exhibit them, 
he himſelf did it. And that he might with 
the better aſſurance proſecute his Deſigns, the 
Tribune of the People being lately dead , he 
ſhew'd himſclf a Candidate for the Place, 
though 
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though he was a Patrician, and not yet a Sena- 
tor, whicl: was a previous Qualification. But 
M. Antony the Conſul obſtrudting his Pretenſi- 
ons , upon: Whoſe Intereſt and Afiſtance he 
chiefly dependcd in this Promotion , and not 
doing him thac publick and common Righe 
withour an under-hand Bargain,tor a very great 
Reward, he fided with the Nobility, to whom 
he knew Antony was very odious upon this ac- 
count, that when Brutus was beſieg'd at Mode- 
2a, he endeavourld by force of Arms to turn 
him out of a Province that was given. him by 
Ceſar, and confirm'd to him by the Senate ; 
therefore inſtigated by the deſperate Advice 
which ſome whiſper'd him, he hir'd Brawees to 
aſlaflinate the Conſul. But his Treachery be- 
ing diſcover'd, and fearing that himſelf might 
be ſftabb'd after the ſame manner, he call'd in 
the Veterane Soldiers to aid him, and ſuccour 
the Commonwealth , and bribed them to it 
with very great Largefſes. Being commanded 
to ſupply the Office of the Pretor, in leading 
the Army that was-levied, and with H:rtivs and 
Penſa that were Conſuls, to reheve Brutus ; He 
diſpatch'd the War committed to him in three 
Months time, at two Battels ; in the firſt, 4»- 
tony writes an Account, that he fled and diſfap- 
pear'd for two days, having loſt his Horſe and 
his Generals Robe ; but in the latter *tis mani- 
felt, that he not only diſcharg'd the Functions 
of a great Commander, but tought like a Com- 
mon Soldier, and in the hotteſt of the Aion, 
when the Standard-bearer of his Legion was 
grievouſly wounded , he mounted the Romany 
Eagle upon his Shoulders, and carried it for a 


long time. 
LT. Both 
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it. Both the Conſuls periſhing in this War) 
Hirijus in the Field, and Pan/s a little while af* 
ter of the Wounds he receiv'd there, a Rumor 
grew very ſtrong, that they were both ſlain by 
his means; that Antony being pur to flight, and 
the Commonwealth being robb'd of their Con- 
ſals, he alone might have a victorious Army at 
his Devotion. The Death of Panſa was to ſu- 
ſpeed, that Glyco the Phyſician was taken into 
cloſe Cuſtody; there being a great Jealoutie 
againſt him, that he poyſon'd the Wound. 
Aquilius Niger adds his Remarque , Thar the 
other Conſul Hirtius was kilFd by Auguitus his 
own Hands in the Heat of the Fight. 

12. But as ſoon as he underitood that Antony, 
after he made his Eſcape, was receiv*d and ca- 
relsd by Lepidas, and that the reſt of the Com- 
manders and the whole Army declar'd for the 
Senate, he forſook the Cauſe of the Nokility, 
which he had eſpous'd, without farther delay. 
And to palliate his Detection with ſome plautt- 
ble Colour, he blam'd ſome who ſpoke and act- 
ed things to his diſgrace ; as that they ſhould 
call him a Child ; and that they publickly de- 
clar*d, That he was to be adorn'd, and then 
tacritic'd ; by this means to defraud him of the 
Merit of his own Performances, and the old 
Soldiers of the Rewards due to them tor theirs. 
That he might make his Regret for having ad- 
dicted himielf to that Party the more conſpi- 
cuous, he condemned the Nur/mz 1h a great 
pecuniary Mule ; and it being more than they 
could pay, he baniſh'd them out of the City. 
The Crime objected to them was, That at the 
Slaughter of Modena, they put this Inſcription 
upon the Tombs of thoſe Citizens that were 
flain, 
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flain, That they died Martyrs for the Liberty of 
their Country. 

13. Entring into a Coniederacy with 4nthony 
and Lep:dzs, he put out the War of Philippe with 
che Blood of two Battles, though he was tickly 
and very infirm. In the firſt, he loſt all his 
Tents, and had much ado to recover the Wing, 
which Anthony commanded : However obtain- 
ing the Victory, the Succeſs of ir ſo tranſported 
him beyond all the bounds of moderation, that 
he nor only ſent the Head of Bratzzs to Rowe, to 
be thrown at the Feet of Cz/ar's Statue, but he 
ſcourg'd every Captive, though he was of an 
Iluſtrious Condition, and added Contumelies to 
his Blows, His Cruelty burned to that height, 
that when one humbly deſired that he might be. 
buried after he was kill'd, he is ſaid to have re- 
curned him this Anſwer , That rhe Birds of Prey 
could only indulge him this Favour. At another 
time, when a Father and Son begged tor their 
Lives, he commanded them either to caſt Lots, 
or fight it out, that ſo one of them might be ſa- 
ved, whilſt he che while fed his Eyes with the 
Spectacle of their. Deaths : For the Facher firſt 
oftering himſelt to Fate, he being ſlain, the Son 
would not ſurvive him, but died a voluntary 
Death. Wherefore when the reſt, and amongſt 
them M. Favonins , he who ſtudied ſo much to 
| be like Caro, were brought forth to their Exe- 

cution bound in Chains; after they had ſaluted 
Anthony their General with a low Reverence, 
they curs'd him with bitter Reproaches to his 
Face. Conſequent to this Victory, ſharing the 
Commands betwixt them , when Anthony took 
the Charge of looking after the Eaſt, che Pro- 


vince he choſe, was to bring the old Soldiers 
(z back 
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molt intercepted by a Band of Gladiators, | 
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back into Taly , and ſettle them in thoſe Muni- 
Cipal Lands which were affigned them ; but by 
his Conduct of the Butineſs, he provoked the 
Reſentments of both Parties upon himſelf ; for 
the Country complained that they were forci- 
bly chruſt out of their Poſleflions to admit new 
Colonies; and the PYeteranes murmured , that 
their being fo diſpoſed of, was not what they 
expected, nor equal to their Deſervings. 

14. At this time, L. Antonizes, prefuming up- 
on h's then being Conſul, and the Power of his 
Brother, was railing Commottons in the State; | 
but he compelled the raw Aggreſlor to fly to Pe- 
ruſia , and there ſtarv'd him to a Surrender, 
though not without running great perſonal 
Riſques, both before and after the War. For 
when at the publick Games, a-common Soldier 
was got into the Knights Gallery (which con- 
ſiſted of fourteen rows of Seats) and he ſent the 
Marſhal of the Theater to remove him ; a Re- 
port preſently grew warm, by thoſe who ca- 
luamniated the Proceedings, that the Man was 
taken away and tortured to Death ; ſo it wan- 
ted very litcle, but that he had periſhed by the 
Indignation and Concourſe of the Soldiers, who | 
began to be very mutinous. That which pre- | 
ſerved him, was, the Perſon who was miſling 
appeared again very ſafe, and without having | 
any injury done unto him. As he was facriti- 
Cing too betore the Walls of Peryſia, he was al- 


who made a deſperate Sally out of the 
Town. f 
15. When Peruſia was taken, he was very !? 
ſevere upon a great many of thoſe who were ? 
taken Priſoners ; and when they were begging * 
| Mercy, | 


AucGcusrus Caxzs8ak. 


Mercy, and endeavouring to excuſe themſelves, 
he obviated their Supplications and Apologies 
with this peremptory Retolucion, That they muſt 
die. Some write that he culPPd out three hun- 
dred of thoſe who ſurrendered themſelves of 
either Order, and cut their 'Throats like Vi- 
&ims upon the Alrar , thar was confecrated to 
the Memory of Fulizs Cz/ar ; and ia the Ides of 
March, the time when he was flain. There are 
thoſe, who report that he took up Arms upon 
deſign that his concealed Enemies, whom fear 
reſtrained more than good Inclinations or Duty; 
Anthony 1o opportunely offering to head them, 
might then ſhew themſelves unmaſqued ; that 
fo making an entire Conqueſt of them both, he 
might reward his old Soldiers with their confif- 
cated Eſtates, as Recompences he had long pro- 
miſed them. 

16. The War he firſt began, was the Szcit;an, 
but ic was of a long continuance, it receiving 
many Interruptions ; for his Navy was ſhattered 
by the Tempeſt of rwo Shipwracks, ſo that it 
conſum'd ſome time, to have them repaired, 
and then he was forced to precipitate a Peace at 
the importunity of the People, who began to 
{uffer,by reaſon all the Pailages were {topp'd up, 
and Famine encreaſed upon them to the laſt 
degree of Hunger. But at laſt equipping ouc 
anew, and manumitting twenty thouſand 
Slaves, that they might ſerve at the Oar ; he 
built the Ful;an Port at Baiz, whereby he join- 
cd the Laucrinze Lake, and that of Avernys with 
the Sea. Here, when he had exercifed his Ma- 
riners and Soldiers for a whole Winter , he de- 
eated Pompey betwixt Mulz and Naulochum : But 
at the very Houſe, when he was to fight , he 

| Ga 2 was 


The LIFE of 


was ſurpriſed with ſuch a profound Sleep , that 
fome of his Friends were fiin to awake him, 
that he might give the Signal to fall on. Which 
in my opinion gave the occaſion to that Sar- 
caſm of Anthony : That his Eyes were not ſteady 
nor valiant enough to behold the Enemies Forces ; 
but that - he Iay in a Lethargick Fit of Cowardice, 
contemplating the Sky, and would not ariſe, nor 
ſhew himſelf to hs Soldiers , till the adverſe Fleet 
was diſperſed, and beaten by Agrippa. Others 
not only blame his Actions, but inveigh againſt 
exprefling himſelf ſo haughtily, that when he , 
loſt his Ships by Storm, he cryed our in a Bra- 
vade, That he would be a Conqueror in ſpight of 
Neptune. And to juſtifie his Contempt of that 
Deity, in the very next Games that were pom- 
pouſly celebrated in the Cirque , he excluded 
his Image from the Solemnicy. His raſhnelſs ne- 
ver expoſed him to greater or more dangers 
than in this War: for having landed ſome part 
of his Army on the $Sici;an Shore , and failing 
back to fetch the reſt, he was unexpectedly 1et 
upon by Demochares and Apollophanes , two of 
Pompey's Commanders , and ſo ſoundly beaten, 
that he had much ado to eſcape only with one 
Sail. Another time he ran a great hazard 
through miſtake ; for going by Locrzs to Regium 
on toot, and ſeeing ſome of Pompey's Galleys | 
cruiſing by the ſhoar, he thinking them to be * 

ſome of his own, walked gently towards the 
Shoar , and was almoſt taken by them. And 
then too, making his Eſcape through bye and 
unfrequented Ways , he met with a Servant of 
eEmilins Paulizs his intimate Companion, who 
reſenting that his Maſters Father was formerly 
proferibed by him, and ſeeing a fair opportu- 
nity 
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nity to be revenged, he endeavoured to kill him. 
After Pompey was put to flight, M. Lepidrs, one 
of his Colleagues, whom he fſollicited out of 
Africk to his Succour, grew infolent upon his 
having twenty Legions, and endeavoured to ac- 
quire abſolute Dominion, by Threatnings, and 
making himſelf terrible. But he cruſhed him in 
his firſt Ambition , and deprived him of the 
Command of the Army. And when he begged 
his Life, he granted it ; but baniſhed him tor 
ever tO Crews. r 
I7. His sgreement with 4»thony was very un- 
certain and inſecure ; But ar laſt he utcerly 
broke the Correſpondence which was patched 
up with ſo many falſe Reconciliations. And 
that he might expoſe him as one who had dege- 
nerated from the Cuſtoms of a good Citizen, he 
Cauſed his Will which he had lett behind him at 
Rome, to be opened and publickly read ; where- 
in he expreſly named Cleopatra's Children a- 
moneſt the reſt of his Heirs. But he was fo ten- 
der, that he would not violate the Obligarions 
of Intimacy, but ſent him back all his Friends 
and Adherents , though he was his declared E- 
nemy ; amongſt whom were C. So/;z7s and 7. Do- 
mitirs, who were then Conſuls : Ar thoſe of 
Bononia, becauſe they were anciently under the 
Protection of Anthony, as his partial Clients, he 
graciouſly connived , though they formed Par- 
ties, and conſpired with all Taly to efpoule his 
Quarrel. And not long after, he overcame him 
at Afium in a Sea-fight , which held out Gill it 
was very late, and then ſlept a Conqueror on 
Shipboard. When he left 44ium, and came to 
the Iſland of Samos to take up his Winter Quar- 
ters; he had Expreſles arrived to him, which 
G 2 gave. 
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gave him an account, that thoſe Soldiers which 
he had ſelected as the flower of his Army, after 
the diſpatch of this Naval Victory, and lent be- 
fore to Branduſium, mntinied for Pay, and re- 
quired to be diſmift. This obliged him to re- 
turn to 1tz/y, though he mer with rwo Storms in 
his way : the firi{t was between the Promonto- 
ries of Peloponneſus and e/£tolia, and the other a- 
bove the Ceraunian Mountains. In both of 
them, parc of his . Liburnick Gallies were ſunk, 
and that wherein he ſailed himſelf, received 
particular damage ; for the Tackling and Cord- 
age were ſhacrered, and Rudder broke. He tar- 
ried no longer at Brynduſium than he could fa- 
tishe the Demands of the Soldierts , which was 
twenty ſeven days, and then making a toure 
round about /i2 and Syria, he came to e£gypr, 
and here laying Siege to Alexandria , whither 
Anthony and Cleopatra had fled tor Refuge, he 
made himſelf Maſter of it in a ſhort time. He 
ſubdued 4nrhony to that deſpair , that after he 
had ſued for conditions of Peace , when it was 
too late, he made him kill himſelf, and inſulted 
over him when he was dead. He had a deſire 
to have reſerved Cleopatra as a Captive, to adorn 
his Triumph ; therefore he ſent for the Pſy, a 
People whoſe Faculty and Employment it is, to 
ſuck our Poyſon, and made them apply them- 
ſelves to her Wounds ; to ſee if they could draw 
forth that Venom which her Aſps had infuſed 
there, and which was thought the occalion of 
her Death. He did them taat Favour as to let 
them be buried together, and ordered that Mo- 
nument to be finiſhed which was begun by 
themſelves. Young Anthony, who was the elder 
of che two Sons Þe had by Falvie, fled to the 
- orbit erari. os km Sratue 
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Statue of F. Cz/ar , where he made paſſionate 
intreaties for his Lite, but all in vain; for he 
{nacch d him from his Sanctuary and kilPd him. 
Hs inflicted the ſame Puniſhmene upon Ce/ari, 
whom Cleopatra athrm'd the had by 74/izs, whom 
he feretred out of the Recreart, where he went 
to hide himſelf: The reſt of the Chiidren which 
Anthony had by this Queen, he had that patho- 
nace regard for, as if they had been nearly re- 
lated to him, and afterwards promoted earch of 
them according to their Quality and Deſere. 
18. Ac the ſame time, when wwe Coin and 
Body of Alexander was brought out of the Vault, 
that he might ſee it ; putting a Crown of Gold 
upon its Head , and making 1t fragrant with 
Flowers, he ador'd the Imperial Carcaſs. And 
being asked if Pro/emy too would be an agree- 
able Spectacle ; he repli'd, that he wculd [ie one 
who was truly a King , and nit thoſe who were dif- 
fold in Luxury , whilſt living , and were really 
dead, having no Memory to jurvive rbem. Aﬀter 
he had reduc'd egypt into the form of a Pro- 
vince, that he might improve the Soil to a 
greater fertility for ſupplying che City with 
Corn, he employ'd his Soldiers to cleanſe all 
the. Ditches, in which Nye was to overflow, 
which for a long time had been choaked up 
with Mud. That he might tran{mic his Con- 
queſt at Atium, in a celebrated Remembrance 
to Poſtericy, he buile a Ciry there , which he 
called Nicopolis, the City of Victory. He infti- 
tured Games likewiſe to be kept every fitth 


year, and enlarging the Temple of Apollo, he 


conſecrated the place where he pitch'd his Camp 
to Mars and Neptune , and hung it round with 
Nayal Spoils. 
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19. After this, he put out the firſt fparks of 
any commotion when they began to kindle ; 
and many Conſfpiracies, before they could come 
to any height or conſiſtence, ne found our and 
ſuppreſ'd, and this ar different tinies. The firſt 
thar deſigned againſt him , was young Lep:dzs, 
then Varro, Murena and Fannins Cepio. Atcer 
them, M Epnatizrs , then Plautizs Rufus , and 
Lacins Paulus, who married his Grand-daughter. 
Beſides theſe, was L. Audaſums, a Forger of Wills, 
who was decrepid and tull of Diſeaſes, and 4- 
finius Epicadins , who was a ſort of a Mongril, 
having Father and Mother of two different Ex- 
tractions, being deſcended of the Parrthines. And 
to cloſe up the Plotters , at laſt came Telephas, 
who ſerv'd a Lady, and might be call'd the Ma- 
{ter of her Com (oils - for his Office was to 
attend her, and tell her the Names of thoſe who 
paſs'd by, that ſhe might ſalute them ; ſo that 
his Life was in danger from thoſe even of the 
baſeſt condition. The defign of Audafſius and 
Epicadins, was to ſeize upon Falia his Daughter, 
and Agrippa his Grandſon, in the Iſlands where 
they were confined, and fo bave carried them 
away to the Army. Telephas, as if he thought 
the Emoire was originally due to him from the 
Gods, reſolved to ſer upon him and all the Se- 
nate. Beſides , one night there was a Scullion 
which belong'd to the 1hyrian Army, taken near 
his Bed-chamber , arm*d with an Hunts-mans 
Dagger, who had deceiv'd the Guards. But 
whether he was mad really , or only counter- 
ferred diſtraction, was very uncertain , for no- 
thing could be gor out of him by "Torture. 

20. He manag'd only two Foreign Wars in 
his own perſon; the one was the Dalmatian, 
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when he was very young ; and the other after 
the Deteat of Anthony, was that of Calabria. In 
that of Dalmatia he receiv'd ſeveral Wounds ; 
for in one Battel he was hurt upon the right 
Knee with a Stone; and in another, he had 
his Thigh broken, and both his Arms. The 
reſt of his Wars he left to the Condit of his 
Lieutenant Generals : but that he might be actu- 
ally preſent at, or not far from thoſe which 
were carried on in Pannonia and Germany , he 
went as far from Rcome as Ravenna, Milan, or 
Aquileta. 

21. But he conquer'd Cantabria, Aquitaine, 
Pannonia, Dalmatia, with all Iyrium, partly by 
his own Conduct and Appearance, and partly 
by the auſpicious Influence of his Fame and Ge- 
nius when he was ablent. He likewiſe over- 
came Rhztia, the Vindileians, and the Salaſſians, 
which are people within the Alps. He reſtrain'd 
the Incurſions of the Pacz, ſlaying three of their 
Generals with a great Army ; and the Germans 
he torc'd to remove beyond the Elbe. But the 
Suevi and Sicambri, "who voluntarily yielded 
themſelves, he tranſplanted into Gaul, and ſet- 
led upon the Banks of the Rhine. Ocher Nati- 
ons which began to be Male-contented , and 
made thew of Riſing, he curb'd into Obedience, 
and never was the Aggretfor in any War, but 
upon juſt and neceſſary Reaſons: And he was 
fo far from the Ambition of enlarging Empire, 
and acquiring renown by the Exploits of Arms, 
that he made ſome barbarous Princes {wear in 
the Temple of Mars the Revenger , that they 
would religiouſly obſerve that Peace which they 
had begg'd at his Hands. Of ſome he deman- 
ded Women, which were new Pledges of their 

- | Fidelity, 
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Fidelity , becauſe he ſaw they negleed their 
Male-Hoſtages ; but he always gave chem leave 
to fetch them back when they would, 'Thoſe 
who rebell'd, though they did never fo often, 
or never ſo perfidiouſly, he animadverted upon 
them with no ſeverer a Puniſhment , than that 
he might fell them Priſone:s, witi1 this Condi- 
tion, that they ſhould not ſerve in the adjacent 
Country , nor be made free t:]l after thirty 
years: So that by the report of his Virtue and 
Moderation, he endeared himſzlf to the Scyrh:- 
ans, and Indians, though he was only known to 
them by Fame, and they ſent Embaſladors on 
purpoſe to ſollicit his Friendthip. The Parthi- 
ans, when he demanded Armenia, readily yiel- 
ded it up to him, and thoſe Enſigns of War they 
had taken from Craſſzs and M. Anthony, they re- 
ſtored at his Requeſt. Beſides, chey offer'd Ho- 
ſtages of ailurance, that when there were many 
Competitors for the Kingdom, he only ſhould 
be choſe, who was qualified with his Approba- 
tion. The Temple of Fanus Quirinus , which 
had been ſhut up twice ſince the Foundation of 
the City, he ſhut up thrice, having procured 
Peace both by Sea and Land, and that in a leſs 
compaſs of time. He twice entred Rome in O- 
vation, a petty ſort of Triumph, which was at- 
ter the Philippick and Sicilian Wars ; and three 
he had of the firſt Honour, wherein he was car- 
ried in the Curule-Chair , which were after the 
Wars of Dalmatia, Atium, and Alexandria; they 
all laſted chree days. 

22. He received but two ſhameful Defeats, 
and no where but in Germany, which were un- 
der Lollizes and Varus. The firſt was rather more 
intamous than prejudicial, but the latter _— 

im 
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him almoſt to the precipice of his Ruine : for 
he loſt three Legions with their Commanders in 
Chief, his Lieutenant-Generals, and all the 
Auxiliaries, which periſhed in the Slaughter. 
When he heard the News , he ordered ſtrict 
Watch to be kept in the City, to prevent any 
 Infurrection of the People, and lengthened out 
his Commiſlions to the Governours of the Pro- 
vinces, that the Allies might be reſtrained with- 


in their Duty, by thoſe who were verſed in 


their Cuſtoms , and to whoſe Command they 
were uſed. He made a Vow, that he would in- 
ſtiture magnificent Games to Almighty "cove, if 
he would change the Fortune of the Common- 
wealth for the better ; which Reſolutions were 
likewiſe made in the Cimbrian and Marian Wars. 
They report him ſo aſtonith'd with the ſence of 
this Dilaiter, that for ſeveral Months he let his 
Hair and Beard grow to a ſordid length, and 
that he would run his Head againſt the Doors, 
paſitonately exclaiming, @uimtilins Varns, reſtore 
me my Legions ; and he oblerv'd the day of this 
Overchrow as a mournful Anniverſary. 

23. As to Military Afﬀairs, he reforni'd ſome 
Abuſles in them; and as to others, he made new 
Orders, and brought things back to their ancient 
Uſages. In the Diſcipline of War he was very 
ſevere, and would not give leave to any of his 
Lieutenant-Generals to viſit their Wives, bur 
with regret, and that only ſome Months in the 
Wincer. When a Roman Knight cut off the 
Thumbs of two of his Sons , that they might 
thereby be made incapable to take the Oath of 
a Soldier, he expoſed him to Sale, and confilca- 
ted his Goods ; but when he ſaw the Publicans 


greedy at the Parchaſe, who would have bought 
x him 
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him with a deſign to releaſe him, he gave him 
to his Manumitted Slave, that he might be ſent 
down into the Country to live free. He dif 
miſs'd the tenth Legion, when they grew re- 
fractory to his Commands very ſhamefully, and 
others, when they ſawcily demanded to be 
ſent home, he disbanded them without the Su- 
pernumerary Rewards, which are given to thoſe 
who at ſuch an Age are of courſe exempted 
from the Wars. If any of the Regiments gave 
ground, he decimated them, and fed them with 
Barley. The Centurions, as likewiſe the Stan- 
dard-Bearers, if they forſook their Stations, he 
puniſh'd them with Death. According to the 
quality of other Offences, he inflicted ſuitable 
Diſgraces; as ſometimes he would have them 
to ſtand a whole day before the Generals Pavi- 
lion ; ſometimes with Jackets on and ungirt, 
which were Marks of Ignominy amongſt them ; 
and ſometimes with Poles of ten foot long in 
their Hands, or holding Turfs of Earth. 

24. After the Civil Wa's, neither in his Ha- 
rangu's or Edidts, did he call thoſe of his Army 
Fellow-Soldiers, but only plain Soldiers: Nor 
would he ſuffer any other Appellation to be 
uſed, either by his own Sons, or thoſe of his 
Lady, when they were in Command, thinking 
it an Aﬀectation of Applauſe, which was not 
either conſiſtent with Military Diſcipline, the 
Quiet of the Times, his own Greatneſs, or the 
Majeſty of his Houſe. He made uſe of thoſe 
Soldiers which confiſted of Slaves made free up- 
on twice only, in caſe of ſudden Fires, or if the 
People grew tumultuous upon the ſcarcity of 
Bread. Once he employ'd them for the ſafety 
of thoſe Colonies which confine upon cm, 
and 
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and another time to defend the Banks of the 
Rhine. If any Men or Ladies were more re- 
markably rich , he laid his Injundtions upon 
them, that they ſhould ſend their Servants, each 
according to his Abilityz and having freed 
them from Servitude, he rang'd them under the 
firſt Standard ; but he would not debaſe thoſe 
who were born free, with their mixture 3 nor 
were they arm'd after the ſame manner. His 
Milicary Preſents conſiſted in Trappings and 
Collars of Silver and Gold, which were preci- 
ous for their Value, rather than he would give 
Crowns for ſtorming Trenches, or ſcaling Walls, 
in which more Honour was conferr'd. Theſe 
he was very ſparing of, and when he did be- 
ſtow them, ic was with ſuch an equal diſtribu- 
tion, that he gave them often to the common 


and meaneſt Soldiers. He preſented 2M. Agrippa 


in Sicily, after a Naval Fight , with a Standard 
that reſembled the deep Waters of the Sea, a 
Colour analagous to his Vidtory. The perſons 
whom he excepted from this Liberality, were 
choſe who had triumph'd themſelves: for though 
they had been the Companions of his Expediti- 
ons, and ſhared in his Conqueſts , yet he 
thought ſuch Gifts unworthy of them, becauſe 
they had the {ame privilege of obliging whom 
they pleas'd with the like. It was his Opinion, 
that nothing was ſo unbecoming a compleat 
Commander as raſhneſs, and making too .much 
ſpzed ; therefore this Sentence was often in his 


Mouth. 
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Upon thy ations thankfulneſs beſtow, 
Run leiſurely, and let thy baſte be ſlow. 
He's ſafe that goes upon a cautions ground ; 


The raſh their Projects always do confound, 


He was utterly againſt undertaking any War, or 
fighting a Batcel, unleſs there was a greater hope 
and proſpect of Gain, than an apprehenſion of 
Loſs. For he ſaid, Thoſe 20 purſue little Advan- 
rapes with great hazard, were like to them who fiſh 
ith a gulden Hook, where the breaking of the Line 
occaſioning its loſs , it could not be recempenc*d with 
all the Fiſh they could take. 

25. Magiſtracies and Honours in the Govern- 
ment, he arriv'd to before the uſual time; and 
ſome were of a new Nature and perpetual. The 
Conſulihip he invaded when he was twenty 
years old ; for he brought his Legions in hoſtile 
manner to the City , and ſent thoſe who de- 
manded it in the Name of the Army for him. 
And when the Fathers of the Senate ſtagger*d 
in their Opinions , Cornelizrs Centurio , who was 
chief in the Deputarion, pulling back his Robe, 
ſhewed the Hilt of his Sword, and had the con- 
fidence to ſpeak after this manner in full Afſem- 
bly : If you will not make him Conſul, thzs ſhall. 
He hore his ſecond Conſulſhip nine years after 
the firſt, but with the interval of one year, he 
had his third ; the reſt he continued ſuccefiively 
down to the eleventh ; and afterwards refufing 
many that were offered him for a great while, 
even for the ſpace of ſeventeen years together, 
he ſtood Candidate for che 'Tweltch, and two 
years after for the Thirteenth. And this he 


did, that being in ſo confpicuons a Function, 
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he might bring his Sons Caizs and Lucizrs , after 
they had paſs'd through their previous Moot- 
ings, to plead at the Bar. His five intermediate 
Conſulſhips from the fixth to the eleventh, he 
bore a whole year ; but the other fix only for 
nine, ſix, four, or three Months, and the ſecond 
only for ſome few hours : for on the Calends of 
Fanuary, in the Morning, when he had fate in 
the Ivory Chair, before the Temple of Jupiter 
Capitolings , he renounc'd the temporary Ho- 
nours, and ſubſtituted another in his place. Nor 
did he ſuſtain all theſe Conſulſhips at Reme, but 
the fourth in 4/72, the fifth in the Ifland Sames, 
and he was inaugurated into the eighth and 
ninth at Tarracone Foun. 


26. For the better regulating the Common: - 


wealth, he manag'd the Triumvirate ten years; 
in it he had fuſt oppos'd his Colleagues, that 
there might be no Profcription ; but when it 
was begun , he exercis'd it with more cruelty 
than either of them : For whilſt they were ex- 
orable to the entreaties of ſeveral perſons, and 
were lottned by importunity, he only remain'd 
obſtinate, that none of them ſhould be ſpared. 
He proſcribed C. Teranizs , though he was his 
Tutor, and Partner with his Father Ofawizs in 
the AXAdileſhip. TFunins Saturninas delivers this 
farther, That when the Proſcription was over, 
M. Lepidixs made Apologies for what was done 
in the Senate, and gave them hopes of his be- 
ing more mild for the future ; becauſe Puniſh- 
' ment enough had been exacted, he on the con- 
trary declar'd, that the meaſures of Proſcription 
ought to be ſtated, that all things might be left 
free to him to do what he would. But this was 
a perverſzeneſs he afterwards repented of, and 
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to ſhew he relented, he honour'd V:inizs Philo- 
pemenes with the Dignity of a Knight, becauſe 
it was ſaid that he conceal'd his Pacron when he 
was proſcribed. He made this Office very in- 
vidious, and procur'd himſelf much hatred by 
it: For when he was making an Harangue, he 
obſerv'd, that Pinarizs a Roman Knight , writ 
down the Minutes of what he ſaid ; the Townl- 
men mixing themſelves with the Soldiers, he 
eltzeming it a piece of impucent Curioſity, and 
taking him for a Spy, caus'd him to be kill'd in 
his preſence. And Tedizs Afer, who was de- 
ſignd Conſul, becauſe he was bitter in his Re- 
flections upon ſomething that he did, he terrt- 
fied with ſuch Menaces,that he made him throw 
himſelf from a Precipice. Q. Gellzes too, that 
was Pretor, when he came to 1aluce him accord- 
ing to Cuſtom in the Morning, and carrying a 
pair of double writing Tables under his Gar- 
ment, he thinking it to be a Scilectoe, and not 
having the Courage to enquire, though he might 
have been diſabuſed in the Search, he ordered 
his Centurions and Soldiers to take him from 
the Tribunal, and then tortur'd him like a Slave: 
And when all the Convulſions of the Rack 
could not extort a Confefſion from him , he 
commanded him to be kilPd, atter having firſt 
plucked out his Eyes with his own Hand. Bur 
he, to palliace this Inhumanity, writes chat this 
Gellizs was to poignard him when he had gain'd 


a familiar Accels to his Perſon; that upon this 


he caſt him into Priſon , and baniſh'd him at- 
terwards the City , with an Interdi& upon him 
never to return , and that he either periſh'd by 
Shipwrack, or fell amongſt an Ambuſcade of 


Thieves. He took the Office of Tribune —_ 
UM, 
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him, and made it perpetual; but twice in the 
ſpace of five years he admitted a Colleague. He 
aſſumed likewiſe the Regulation of Manners 
and Laws, though he was not dignified with 
the formal Authority of Cer/or, yet he thrice 
taxed the People, and made that Office of the 
ſame duration, the firſt and third time with a 
Colleague, and the ſecond time by himſels. 

27. He had thoughts twice of reſigning up 
the Government of the Commonwealth ; the 
firſt time was after Antony was fubdu'd, calling 
to mind what had been ſo often objeed to him, 
that it was his fault only that it was not done; 
and then his daily Crazineſs making all Ho- 
nours uneaſie to him, he aſſembling the Magji- 
ſtrates and Senats in his Houſe, deliver'd them 
up the Regiſter of the Empire , wnerein all 
things were put down relating to its Concerns, 
written wich his own Hand : But then contt 
dering with himſelf, that it was hazardous ior 
him to be leflen'd to a private Condition, and 
Raſhneſs to abandon the Government to the 
Will of many, he perſiſted in his firſt Reſolu- 
tion of retaining it himſelf, But *tis uncertain 
whether the Event was more proſperous, or the 
original Deſign. As he was very often brag- 
ging of this Intention, 10 he gave a Teſtimony 
of it by theſe Words of an Edict; 1 w:iþ 1 
could ſo afſure the Safety of Rome, as to Keep it 
n its right Poſition , that ſo I might reap that 
Fruit out of the Inſtitution which I deſire, and be 
ſfil'd the Author of the beſt ſort of Government, 
and when 1 die, T may carry this Hope along with 
me, that it will ſtill continue firm tpon that Baſis 
which T have laid for it. And he made himfelt 


Maſter of his Deſire ; for he endeavour al 
ways 
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ways that no body ſhould repent of admitting 

1o profitable an Innovation. | 
28. The City, which was not adorn'd ſuita- 
ble to the Grandeur of the Empire, and was 
beſides ſubject to Fires, and the Inundations of 
the Tyber, he ſo beautified, thac he might juſtly 
boaſt of leaving Rome polite with Marble, which 
be found made of Brick. And he tranſmitted it 
to Poſterity in as ſafe a Condition as could pol- 
fibly be contriv'd for by Humane Providence. 
He built likewiſe a great many Publick Works ; 
but thoſe which carry'd the Preheminence 
from the reſt, were the Court of Judica*» 
ture, with the Temple of Mars the Revenger, 
the "Temple of Apollo in the Palatine Quarter, 
and that of Feve the Thunderer in the Capitol. 
The Motive that induc'd him to, build the Fo- 
zum, was the great Concourſe of Clients, and 
multiplicity of Law-Suits, ſo that two were 
not of capacity- to contain ſo great a num- 
ber, and be the Scene of ſo much Buſineſs, but 
that there wanted a third 5 therefore with a 
quick diſpatch, before the Temple of Mars was 
compleated, he decreed, That all publick De- 
ciſions, and chuſing of Judges by Ballotting, 
ſhould be there ſeparately pertorm'd ; he made 
a Vow to erect a Temple to Mars at the Battel 
of Philippe , which he tought to revenge the 
Death of his Father ; he likewiſe commanded, 
that all the Meaſures relating to War and Tri- 
umphs ſhould be here concerted ; that thoſe 
who had the Supreme Authority over Provinces 
and Armies, ſhould be attended with a Train 
from hence, and when they return'd Conque- 
rors, ſhould here hang up the Trophies of their 
Victories. "The Temple of Apollo he —_ 
That 
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that part of the Palatine Quarter which was 
ruin'd by Thunder, and therefore the South- 
fayers declard, that the Gods expected that 
it ſhould be re-edified ; he likewiſe made an 
addition of a Portico, with a Library richly 
turniſh'd with Greek and Latin Books. In this 
place, when Years were advancing upon him, 
he ofren held his Senate, and revis'd the ſeveral 
Diviſions of his Judges ; he confecrated a Tem- 
ple to Fove the Thunderer , to celebrate an 
Eſcape from a Danger which was ſomewhat 
ſignal ; for when he was upon an Expedition 
in Cantabria, and travelling by night, a Flaſh of 
Lightning ſtruck againſt his Litter, and kill'd 
the Servant which carried the Flambeau. Se- 
veral Works he built, and diſguis'd the Bene- 
factors under other Perſons Names, as of his 
Wife, his Siſter, and his Grandchildren ; the 
Inſtances of it were the Portico and Royal 
Building of Lucizs and Caius, that of Livia and 
Of avia, and the Theatre of Marcellzs. By his 
Example and Sollicitations he excited the Ge- 


neroſity of thoſe who made any eminent Fi- | 


gure in Rowe, that they would beautifie the 
City, either by erefting new Piles, or repair- 
ing thoſe that were decay'd, and giving them 
a new Luſter : Accordingly Marcins Philippus 
built the Temple of Hercules of the Muſes; L: 
Cornificins , that of Diana; Afmins Pollio, the 
Court of Liberty:; Munatins Plancas, the Tem- 
= of Saturn ; Cornelizs Balbs, a Theatre ; 
Statilins Taurms, an Amphitheatre ; and Aerippa 
a great many, and thoſe very tplendid Edifices. 
29. He divided the City into Streets and 
Wards, and ordain'd that the Wards ſhould be 
governed by Magiſtrates; who were to be an- 
H 2 nually 
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nually choſen by Lot, and the other by Perſons 
elected out of the Common People of the Neigh- 
berhood. He was the firſt that inſtiruted Watches 
to go theRounds,to prevent Fires and Murders in 
the Night; and to keep back the Inundations of 
the Tyber, he enlarg'd its Channel, and cleans'd 
it from all the Rubbiſh and Ruines of Houſ s, 
which by talling into it, had contracted the 
Stream, and made it overflow its Banks; that 
the Avenues to the City might be eafie and ac- 
ceſlible, he undertook to repair the Flamminian 
Way as far as Ariminum, himlelf, and the reſt of 
the Roads he diſtributed to the Care of thoſe 
who had triumpl'd, and the Expences to be 
defray'd out of the Spoils of the Enemy. The 
Religious Places which were eaten out by time, 
or conſunr'd by Fire, he took care to rebuild, 
and adorn'd them and the reſt with Preſents of 
an enormous Value; for he beſtow*'d upon the 
Temple of 7upiter in the Capitol, 16000 weight 
of Gold, and Jewels, and Precious Stones, which 
amounted to Fifty millions of Sefferces, with 
one {troxe of magnificent Liberality. 

30. When he was Chief Pricit, which he 
deierr'd the aſſuming of cill after the Death of 
Lepidzs, (for he would not deprive him of it 
whillt he was alive) he made a ſearch every 
where for all the Books of Propheſie which 
were writ either in the Greek or Latin Tongues, 
and obtain'd amongit the People (though the 
Authors of them were either unknown, or not 
of competent Vogue) and burn'd of them to 
the number of 2000 ; he only preſerv'd thoſe 
of the Sibyls from the Flames, and out of theſe 
too.he made a Choice, and laid them up in 
two gilded Repoſitories, under the Pedeſtal of 
Apollo's 
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Apolls's Statue, in the Palatine Quarter. The 
Year, which was firſt modelPd by Falirs 
his Calendar, but afterwards through negli- 
gence became intricate and confus'd, he re- 
duc'd to its firſt Method and Calculations ; 
and in the Reformation of it, he choſe rather 
to call the Month Sexti/zs by his own Sir-name of 
Auguſt, than September, (though *twas the Month 
wherein he was born) becauſe he obtain'd his 
firſt Conſulſhip and many ſignal Vidtories in it; 
he *enlarg'd the Number, added to the Honour 
of the Prieſts, and rais'd their Revenue in pro- 
portion to their Dignity ; but the Veſtal Vir- 
gins he took moſt immediately into his Prote- 
ion ; and when after the Death of any one, 
another was to be ſubſtituted in her room, and 
many Fathers anxiouſly deprecated that the Lot 
of Choice might not fall upon any of their 
Daughters, he proteſted ſolemnly, That if the 
Years of any of his Grand-daughters- were ripe for 
it, he would offer her himſelf to the Veil, Some 
Cuſtoms, which through length of time had 


been diſus'd, and became obfolete, he reſtor'd' 


to their primitive Obſervance; as the Augury of 
Health, the Flamenſhip of Fupiter , the Lupercal 
FeHival, the Secular and Compitalitian Games ; 
he forbid any one to run in the Lupercals, un- 
leſs they had Beards. In the Secular Games, he 


likewiſe prohibited the young People of either 


Sex to frequent the Paſtimes that were celebra- 
ted by Night, unleſs in the Company of their 
grave Relations, as a Reſtraint upon their Con- 
verſation. In the Compritalitian Games, he or- 
der'd, that the Statues of the Houſhold Gods 
ſhould be hung with Garlands twice a Year, 
compos'd of Spring and Autumn Flowers. 

22 Next 
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Next to the Devotion he paid the Immortal 
Gods, he peculiarly honour'd the Memory of 
thoſe Commanders, who by their Valour had 
cultivated the Growth of the Roman Empire,and 
from ſuch low beginnings, rais'd it to its height ; 
therefore he repair'd their Publick Works, with 


* their Inſcriptions kept inviolate, and dedicated 


their Statues to Fame, cut in Triumph in both 
the Porticoes of his Forum, and then declar'd 
by an Edi&, That he did this mduttriouſly , that, 
according to their Example, himſelf, whilſt be was 
living , and the Princes his Succeſſors in future 
Ages, might be paſſionately defir d by the Citizens. 
He remov*d likewiſe the Statue of Pompey from 
the Court wherein Ceſar was aſlaflinated, and 
plac'd it over againſt his Theatre, upon a Mar- 
ble Gate. | | 

31. He corrected many things of pernicious 
example, which through the licentious Cuſtoms 
and Inſolence of Civil Wars, or the Jazineſs 
and inadtivity of Peace, tended to the Ruine 
of the Pudblick ; for many Highway-men ap- 
pear*d openly with their Swords by their Sides, 
as if it was only to defend themſelves, and ſur- 
priling Travellers in the Fields, without any 
diſtin&tion whether they were Servants or Free- 
men, condemn'd them to fevere Labour in their 
Workhouſes. There were alfo ſeveral Factions 
which entred into a Combination, under the 
Name of the New College, and bound them- 
Jelves in mutual Obligations of doing all forts of 
Wickedneſfs ; he therefore diſpos'd his Guards in 
Places ſo very commodious, that he ſuppreſs'd 
the Zanditi, viſited theſe Arbitrary Priſons, and 
Uiilolvid all Socicties, but thoſe which were con- 
arm'd by Time, and lawful in themiclves. He 


burn'd 
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burn'd the old Tables of Debts, wherein any 
one ſtood oblig'd to the Publick Treaſury, be- 
cauſe it miniſtred the chief Occation to Calum» 
niators to foment Law-ſuirs. The Publick Pla- 
ces in the City, whole Title was controverted, 
he always adjudg'd to be their Right who were 
in Poſleflion : Thoſe who lay long under Con- 
finement, by reaſon their Proceſſes were delay'd, 
and no Conſequence reſulted from it, but the 
pleaſure their Enemies took to ſee.them in want 
and live naſtily, he ſtruck their Names out of 
the Liſt of Criminals; he tied it on likewiſe 
with this Condition , that if any haraſs'd them 
with freſh Informations , they ſhould undergo 
the ſame Puniſhment themſelves; but that no 
Buſineſs ſhould be interrupted by delay , nor 
Crime eſcape unpuniſh'd, he took oft thirty 
days from the Honorary Plays, and wholly 
appropriated them to the Pleading of Caules. 
To the three Decuries of Judges, he added a 
fourth of a ſubordinate Quality, who were to 
determine of leſſer Sins. He choſe Judges at 
Twenty five years of age, which was five years 
earlier than they us'd to be ; but many 'decli- 
ning that Office, it was with great difficulty 


obtain'd from him, that each Decury. by turns | 


ſhould enjoy an Annual Vacation, and that 
thoſe Cauſes which were us'd to be pleaded in 
the Months of Newvember. and December , ſhould 
be wholly omitted. 

32. He gave Judgment every day himſelf, 
and ſometimes in the Night : It his Body was 
indiſpos'd, he heard Cauſes lyi:1g upon a Couch 
at home, or had it plac'd before the Tribunal. 
He was not only affiduous, but very mild in 
the exerciſe of this Authority ; for one mant- 
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teſtly guilty of Parricide being brought before 
him, to prevent his being ſown up in a Sack, 
which is the Puniſhment they muſt ſuffer for 
the Crime, but not unleſs they confeſs it, he 
{eem'd to put a Defence in his Mouth, by ask-. 
ing him this Queſtion, Are you ſure that you 
kilPd your Father * When there was an Arguing 
likewiſe betore him about a forg'd Will, and by 
the Cornetian Law, all that fign*'d it as Witneſles, 
were look'd upon as equally guilty ; beſides, the 
two uſual Tables, the one of which condemn'd, 
and the other abſolv'd the Offender, he gave a 
third to the Judges, waereby he pardon'd thoſe 
who were betray'd to ſet their Hands Þy others 
circumventing them, or who err'd through in- 
advertency. The Appeals of the Citizens, 
when any Difference hapned amongſt them, he 
delegated to the Cogniſance of the Pretor ; 
but the Provincial ones he committed to the de- 
ciſion of thoſe who had been Confuls ; to each 
of whom he allotted his Diſtrict of Authority, 
to preſide over the Aﬀairs of his Province. 

32. Some Laws he revis'd, and others he 
made wholly new; as the Sumptuary Law, 
that againſt Adultery, and for the preſervation 
of Modeſty ; one to prevent Bribes in the 
&1ining of Offices, and another that oblig'd all 
to marry for the good of the Pablick : But be- 
ing a little more ſevere in the Reformation of 
this Law than the reſt, he met with ſuch a 
number of Oppoſers, who grew mutinous upon 
it, that he could-not carry it, unleſs he took 
away or mitigated fome part of the Puniſh- 
ment, by indulging a three years Vacation atter 
the Death of the Wite, and adding to the Re- 
wards; and when a Knight, at a Publick Shew 
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in the Theatre, peremptorily demanded the 
Abolition of that Law, he ſent for the Chil- 
dren of Germanicys, and ſome being dandled in 
his own Lap, and others in that of their Fa- 
ther, he ſhew'd them to the People, giving 
palpable Intimations, both by his Hands and 
Countenance, that they would not think ir 
grievous to imitate the Example of that young 
Gentleman, but would all emulouſly contend 
to get Children, as Germanicus had done ; and 
when he ſaw that the Energy of his Sanction 
was like to be eluded by the immarure years of 
che Bride, and the often changing of Marriages, 
he limited the times of Contrad, and found 

out a Temper whereby he regulated Divorces. 
34. The extravagant number of the Sena- 
tors, Which amounted to above a thouſand, 
and ſome who had no Worth to qualifie them, 
which made a tumultuous and unhandiom ap- 
pearance , he reduc'd within their ancient IL i- 
mits, and retriev'd their Splendor, (for after 
Ceſar's Death, they were promoted by Favour 
and Corruption, and were opprobriouſly calid 
by the Common People the Orcini, becauſe they 
had no Maſter above ground) and this he effected 
by ewo forts of Elections ; the firſt was as they 
pleas'd themſelves, every one chuſing his Man; 
the fecond by his own Royal Choice, and that 
of Agrippa. "Twas at this time the Opinion 
went about him, that he wore a Coat of Mr! 
under his Garment, and had a Sword by h's 
Side when he prelided at this Elz&ion ; ten of 
the moſt valiant of his Friends, who were of 
the Senatorian Order, encompaſling his Chair. 
Cordus Cremutins Writes, That no Senator had 
accels to his Preſence, unleſs he was alone; and 
41S 
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his Boſom firſt ſearch'd, leſt a Poignard ſhould 
be conceaPd there; ſome he ſo importun'd, 
that he forc'd them to the Modeſty of excuſing 
themſelves, as not equal .to the Charge ; but 
though they bluſh'd themſelves out of the Em- 
ployment, yet he {till reſerv'd to them the Ho- 
nourable Privileges of wearing the Robe, of 
ſitting 1n the: Orchefira at Publick Spectacles, 
and Feaſting in tne Capitol. But that thoſe 
who were ele&ed and approv'd, might dif: 
charge their ſeveral Functions more ſolemnly, 
and with leſs diſturbance, he ordain'd , That 
before any one took his Seat, he ſhould offer his 
Devotions at the Altar of that God with Fran- 
kincenſe and Wine, in whoſe Temple the 
Convention was held ; and that no oftner than 
twice in a Month a lawful Senate ſhould be 
allembled, which had ſtated days for their 
coming together, and that was in the Calends 
and Ides ; that in the Months of September and 
Ofober it ſhould not be neceſſary for any more 
to be preſent, than thoſe which were choſen by 
Lot, which ſhould be a-competent number to 
paſs any Decree. He reſtrain'd himſelf like- 
wiſe to a Cuſtom of chuſing Privy Counſellors 
for ſix Months, with whom he prepar'd Buſinel- 
ſes to be reterr'd afterwards to a full Senate, as 
their laſt Reſort. In Matters of Importance he 
did not ask the Senators Opinions according to 
Cuſtom, and every one in his Order, but as it 
pleas'd himſelf, that each Man ſhould be ſtrain'd 
up to chat attention of Mind, as if he was to 
make a Propoſal of his own, and not barely to 
atlent to that of another. 

35. Other things likewiſe challenge him for 
thz Author ; as for inſtance, That che Tranl- 
actions 
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ations of the Senate ſhould not be divulg'd ; 
that Magiſtrates, when they laid down their 
Honour, ſhould not be preſently diſpatch'd to 
the Command of a Province ; that a certain 
Sum of Money ſhould be allotred to the Pro- 
conſuls, to furniſh out their Equipage of Mules 
and Tents, which were-before hir'd for them 


at the Publick Expence ; that the Charge of 


the Treaſury ſhould paſs from the Ciry Quz- 
ſtors to the preſent Prztors, or thoie who'had 
born that Office; and that the Cenrumwiral 
Court, which was formerly call'd -by thof2 who 
had been Quzſftors, by the ſetting up of a Spear, 
ſhould now be done by the Decemwvir:. 

36. And that a greater number might have 
a ſhare in the Adminiſtration of Affairs, he 
erected new Offices, as the overſeeing Publick 
Works, High-ways, Common Waters, the Chan- 
nel of Tyber, the diſtributing Corn to. the Com- 
mon People, the Provoſtſhip of the City, and 
the two Triumvirates , the one to congregate 
the Senate, and the-other to take account ' of, 
and muſter the Troops of Horſe, as often as 
*rwas needful. He again reſtor*'d the Cenfors, 
whoſe Creation had been ditus'd a long time, 
and encreas'd the number or the Prztors : He 
requird likewiſe, that as often as he was cho- 
ſen Conſul, he might have two Colleagues tor 
each Conſulate ; but this he could not obtain, 
tor they all unanimouſly cry'd out, that it de- 
tracted already from the Greatneſs of his Con- 
dition, that the Honour of that Command was 
cclips'd ſufficiently, by admitting one only. 

37. Nor had he a frugal hand in rewarding 
Military Worth ; for he decreed compleat Tri- 
umphs to thirry Commanders, and others by 
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took care to remunerate with Trinmphal Orna- 
ments. That the Senators Sons might be early 
tinctur'd with the Reliſh of publique Aﬀairs, he 
permitted them to wear the Verile Habit, and 
then the Senators Robe, and to be preſent at 
their Debates. When they were firſt enrollFd 
in the Militia, he not only made them Tribunes 
or Legions, but gave them the Command of 
whole Wings, and that every one might be ex- 
perienc'd in the Art of the Camp, he gave the 
Command of two Wings to two of the Senators 


Sons. He made frequent Muſters of the Horſe, 


* Tranſv<tion, this 
was a ſol#nn Cavel- 
cade which they began 
from the Temple of Mars, 
which was without the 
Walls, and carried it on 
t7 the Temple of Caſtor 
and Pollus, to celebrate 
their appearing and fight- 
ing for them when they 
came off Con juerours at 
the Lake Regillus. Ox- 
ford,zate doubt of D10- 
ny, Halicar, Ce 6» 


and after a long Omiſiton, reviv'd 
the Cuſtom of * Tranſve#imm ; but 
he would not ſuifer any of them to 
be arreſted, or have their Horſes ta- 
ken from them, whillt this Ceremo- 
ny was performing, as was us'd tobe 
done. Him that was old or notori- 
ouſly maimy'd, he ſo far indulg'd, 


that ſending his Horſe before in the 


Ranks, himſelf ſhould come behind 
on Foot, to anſwer thoſe things 
whici ſhould be objected to him by 
his Acculer, as often as he ſhould be 


calPd unon ; and afterwards he was ſo conde- 
ſcending, that he gave them leave to return 
their Horſes, if they were thirty five years of age, 
and were unwilling to retain them. longer. 


35. Having obtained ten Aftiitants of the 


Senate, he 


made every Horſe-man give an ac- 


count of his Liie, and thoſe whoſe Conduct he 
difik*d, fome he punifld with Inflictions, and 
lome with Ignominy ; the moſt he only admo- 
nifh'd, but variouſly; the gentleſt ſort of Re-. 
primand he us'd, was the delivering them fealFd 
Tables, 
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Tables, wherein their Miſcarriages were regi- 
ſtred, and theſe they were to read only to them- 
ſelves, and preſently upon the place ; and ſome 
he animadverted upon, for that taking up Mo- 
ney at very light Intereſt, they put ic our after- 
wards to enormous ule. | 

9. If any Candidates were wanting at the 
Aſſemblies for choofing Tribunes, he created 
Senators out of the Roman Knights, ſo that when 
their Oitice was over, it might be left to their 


Choice to remain in what Order they pleas'd ;- 


but when many of the Knights having im- 
air d their Patrimomies in the Civil Wars, had 
not the Confidence to behold the publick Games 
out of the Gallery of fourteen Benches, for fear 
of the Puniſhment inflifted by the Theatcre for 
that Preſumprtion, he declar'd that thoſe ſhould 
not be obnoxious to it, who either themtelves 
or Fathers, ever had a Gentleman's Eitate. ile 
cens'd the People by Streets, and that they 
might not too frequently be diftrated from 
their Buſineſs by looking after their Doles of 
Bread, he defign'd to have given them Tickets, 
by ſhewing of which, they might demand thoſe 
Allowances thrice a year ; but they clamorouſly 
Importuning that their old Cuſtom might be 
continu'd to them, he condeſcended to their 
Cries, that they ſhould again Receive it 
monthly. He reſtor'd likewiſe the antient 
Rites and Uſages of Aſſemblics, forbid the go- 
ing about to buy Votes, by many and ſevere 
Penalties ; and at the day of the publick Meet- 
ing, that they might not deſire any thing of the 
Candidates, he diſtributed a thouſand Sefterces 
a piece out of his own bounty, to two perſons 
who were of Fabia and Scaptia his own "Tribes; 
beſides, 
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beſides, he thought it a matter of high moment 
to preſerve the Roman People unmixt, and that 
they ſhould not be debas'd by the Alloy of any 
Foreign or Servile Blood ; therefore he was ve- 
ry ſparing of the Freedom of the City, and 
preſcrib'd new Orders for the Manumiſſion of 
Slaves. When Tzberizs addreſs'd himſelt to him 
in the behalf of a Grecian thar was his Client, 
he wrote him back this Anſwer, "That he would 
not grant him his Requeſt, unleſs he would re- 
monſtrate to him perſonally, what juſt Reaſons 
he had to become his Petitioner : and when L:- 
via interceded for a Tributary Gawle, he denied 
to make him a Denifon of Rome, but volunta- 
tarily granted him an Immunity from Taxes, 
declaring, that he had rather be diminiſh'd in 
the Profits of his Exchequer, than that the Ho- 
nour of Rcxze ſhould be 1o vilely profticuted ; 
not content to have made it a matter of ex- 
tream difficulty tor Servants to obtain their Li- 
berty at all, and much more a compleat En- 
franchiſement. After he had made a ſcrupu- 
lous enquiry into the Number, Condition, and 
Difference, of thoſe who were to be manu- 
mitted, he ſuperadded this Injundtion, that no 
one that had been tortur'd or bound in Chains, 
ſhould be made a Citizen upon any pretence of 
Liberty whatever. He made it his. Endeavour 
likewile to bring the ancient Habit into faſhion ; 
for ſeeing once a great Company in black Gar- 
ments gather'd about the Roſfrum, he broks out 
into theſe paſſionateExpreſſions: 


Romans, whom wreaths of Viffory do crown, 
Are new a dirty Nation in & Gown, 


Hs 
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He impos'd it as a particular Task upon the 
eAdiles, that they ſhould not ſuffer any one for 
the future to ſit either in the Forum or Circque in 
their Gowns, unleſs they had firſt put off thoſe 
Garments which they us'd to throw over their 
Shoulders, to ſhelter them from the Weather. 
40. He diſpens'd his Liberality to Men of all 
Orders,as the Occaſions were emergent ; for after 
his Triumph at Alexandria, bringing princely 
Treafures into the City, there was ſo great a 
plenty of Money, that Intereſt falling to a ve- 
iy low Ebb, the value of Lands was proporti- 
onably advanc'd ; and afterwards if any Mo- 
ney remain'd out of confiſcated Goods, he in- 
dulg*d the Ule of it gratuitouſly to them for ſuch 
a limited time, whoſe Eſtates amounted to twice 
the value of what they receiv'd tor the Security 
of the Principal. He made great Acceflions to 
the Eſtates of the Senators : and as before they 
were tax'd at the rate of- 800000 Seſterces, he 
now rais'd them to 1200000, and ſupply*d 
them himſelf wherein they fell ſhore of that 
Sum. He made frequent Diſtributions of Mo- 
ney to the People, but the Sums were different ; 
for ſometimes he would give 400, ſometimes 
3200, and ſometimes only 250 Seſterces : neither 
would he omit the young Lads, tho* their cu- 
ſtom was not to receive tili they were 11 years 
of Age. Ina ſcarce Year, when the Exigents 
of Hunger were preſling, he would order Corn 
to be meaſur'd out to the People ſo much an 
Head, very often for an inconfiderable Price, 
_ and ſometimes for none at all, and would double 
their Money-Tickets. 
41. But that you may underſtand him to be 
rather a frugal than an ambitious Prince, a 
: ens 
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the People complain'd of the ſcarcity and dear- 
neſs of Wine, he reprimanded them in a very 
auſtere Accent, telling them, That his Sor-in- 
law 4grippa had ſufficiently provided by his 
Aquedutis, that no body ſhould periſh with 
Thirſt. And when the fame People were faw- 
cily demanding a Largeſs, which had been pro- 
miſed them, he return'd them this Anſwer, 
That he was of Credit, and a reſponſible Man. 
And when they requir'd a Congiary, that was 
not to be clainvd by them upon ſuch an En- 
gagement, he reproach'd them with their Im- 
pudence, and the baſeneſs of the Action, even 
by a publick Edict, declaring that he would 
now bawk his own Inclinations, and not give 
them any thing, tho? he defigr'd it. With no 
leſs Gravity, and ſteadineſs of Reſolution, when 
he gave out that he would beſtow a Congiary, 
and found that a great many manumitted Slaves 
had fraudulently inferred themſelves in the 
number of the Citizens, he declar'd, that thoſe 
ſhouid not receive to whom the promiſe was nor 
made; and as to the relt, he detrracted ſome- 
thing from his intended Bounty, that the Sum 


_ hedetign'd might be ſufficient tor them all. But 


ONCE upon a very great Dearth, and when Ex- 
pedients could not be eaſily found out to relieve 
it, he turn'd the Slaves, the Families of Gladia- 
tors, and all Foreigners, except Phyſicians and 
Schoolmaſters, and part of the Domeſticks, out 
of the City ; but when the Year began to reco- 
ver it ſelf, he gives this Account in Writing, 


'That he had a ſtrong Inclination upon him ut- 


terly to have abolith'd choſe Diſtributions of 
Corn, becauſe dependance upon them made 
People incurious of Husbandry and tilling = 
Fields: 
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Fields : but that he afterwards cool'd in that 
Reſolution, for that he concluded ic to himſelf 
as certain, that the Ambition of ſome one of 
his Succeflors, would prompt him to reſtore that 
oftentatious Cuſtom ; and afrerwards he carried 
himſelf with that Temper in the things, that he 
made as much account of the Farmers, and 
thoſe who buſied themſelves in the Country, as 
of the People of Rome, and admitted them to 
as equal ſhare in that Diſtribarion. 

42. He fſurpaſs'd all his Predeceſlors, both 
for the frequency, the variety, and magnificence 
of publick Spectacles. He fſaich, that he exhi- 
bited 24. in his own Name, and 23 more for 
thoſe who were abſent, or whoſe Abilities 
could not extend to the Charge of them. 
Sometimes he had his Plays acted in the Streets 
with variety of Scenes, and by Stage-players 
collected out of all Nations; and this not only 
in the Forum and Amphitheater, but in the Cir- 
que and Park; and ſometimes he exhibited no- 
thing but Hunting. He buile woodden Seats in 
the Campus Martizs, to fee the Wreſtlers : he 
exhibited likewiſe a Naval Combat near - the 
Tybre, the Ground being dug into a great hol- 
lowneſs, there where Cz/ar's Grove now flou- 
riſheth ; upon theſe days he diſpos'd Guards i11 
the City, that it might not be expos'd to the 
Pillage of the Robbers, who might take the ad- 
vantage of the fewnels of thoſe who were letc 
at home. He produc'd thoſe into the Circzs 
who were ſwift Runners, had a dexterity in 
managing the Chariot, and were killers of 
wild Beaſts, and ſometimes he choſe them our 
of the young Nobility : but the Play that was 
moſt frequently acted, was that which was 


y 
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calPd Troy, performed by great and little Boys, 
which he had purpoſedly culPd out, eſteeming 
it a becoming Cuſtom, wherein the Genius of 
a great Birth and Education might exert it ſelf, 
and be confpicuous. In this Paſftime when 
C. Nonizrs Aſprenates had mainrd himſelf by a 
Fa!!, he beitow'd a golden Collar upon him, 
and granted it as a Priviledge to him and his 
Poitzrity, to bear the Sirname of Torquatt, as 
dcnominated from that Preſent. But afterwards 
he put a flop to Diverſions of this nature, 
mor'd by the Oratory of 4/imizs Pollio, who in 
the Senate invidiouſly and with great vehe- 
mence, lamented the Diſaſter of his Nephew 
eEſerminis, who had alſo broken his Thigh in 
that Exerciſe, He ſometimes made uſe of the 
Roman Knights themſelves to be his Gladiators 
and Comedians, but it was before it was inter- 
dicted by a Decree of the Senate. After that 
he exhibited nothing publickly, but Zac, a 
Youth well deſcended, and him he ſhow'd as 
a particular Curioſity, that wanting ſomewhat 
of being 2 Foot high, and only weighing 17 
Pound, yet he had a- prodigious, Stentaropho- 
nick Voice. Upon one of theſe folemn days 
he brought the Per/{an Hoſtages, who were then 
newly arriv'd, croſs the Amphitheater, and 
plac'd them in the ſecond Gallery above himſelf, 
that they might beSpectators of the Game. It 
was his Cuſtom likewiſe, beſides theſe appoint- 
ed days of Spectacles, if any thing was brought 
to Rome unuſual and worthy admiration, he did 
not confine hinuelr to the rule of Place, but 
would exhibit them any where : As once he 
ihewed a Rhinoceros in the Septa, a Tiger up- 
on the Stage, and a Snake of 50 Cubits long 

in 
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in the Court of Aizzmbles. It hapned as he was 
performing his Vows in the Circey/ian Games, he 
was ſuddenly indiſ>os'*4 but his Devotion re- 
ſiſting the Fit, and lying along in his Litter, he 
followed the Chariots wherein rhe Images of 
the Gods were carried in Proceflion. Another 
time when he was celebrating the Sports at the 
Dedication of Marcellzs his Theater, the joynts 
of his Curule Chair looſned,and threw him up- 
on his Back. His Grandchildren too once ac- 
ing a Play, when he ſaw the People in a Con- 
ſternation, leſt the Houſe ſhould fall upon chem, 
and he could by no means afſwage their panick 
Terrors, he went out of his own Place, and 
fate himſelf down in that part which was moſt 
luſpected for its weaknels. 
43. He ſo orderd the manner of ſeeing of 
Games, that it became leſs confus'd, and cor- 
reded their licentious Cuſtoms ; tor he reſented 
an Affront offer'd to a Senator at Puteolz, to 
whom no body paid any Reception in their 
moſt celebrated Games, and when there was 2 
numerous Aſſembly : Therefore an Edict of 
the Fathers iſſued forth, whereby it was en- 
joyn'd, that as often as there were any publick 
Games, the firſt Range ſhould be left void tor 
the Senators, He forbid the Ambaſladors that 
came to Rome, tho* from Nations that were 
free, and their Allies, to fit in the Orcheſtra, be- 
cauſe he had diſcover'd that fome were dit- 
patch'd upon that Employment, whoſe Qualt- 
ty reach'd no higher than being Slaves fer ac lt- 
berty. He ſeperated the Soldier from the Popu- 
lace, and aflign'd peculiar Seats :> thoſe wao 
were married of the common Fceople : the 
young Gentlemen had Places allotted them an 
I 2 the 
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the form of a Wedg; the next to them were 
the Schoolmaſters ; and he gave Command that 
none ſhould fit in the Pit in black Habit. He 
would not permit the Women to behold the 
Gladiators, which they were before woat to do 
promiſcuouſly, but from the upper Gallery ; on- 
ly the Veſtal Virgins he favourd with a Place by 
themſelves, which was over againſt the Pretor's 
Tribunal : but he fo entirely remov'd that Sex 
from the ſight of the Wreſtlers, that in the Pon- 
tificial Plays, when a couple of them was ear- 
neſtly deſir'd, he deferr'd the Spectacle till the 
Morainsg of the next day, and ſtrictly gave out, 
that *twas his expreſs Pleaſure, that no Women 
ſhould come into the Theater before five a 
Clock. 

4.4. He beheld the Games of the C:rczzs our 
of the Apartments of his Confidents, or of 
thoſe he had made free; ſometimes from thence 
where the Statues of the Gods were plac'd, and 
that firting with his Wife and Children. He 
would be away from the. Sports many hours, 
and ſometimes whole days, but firſt he ask*d 
pardon of the Spectators, and deputed thoſe 
who ſhould pretide for him, and ſupply his Ab- 
fence. But as often as he was preſent, he devo- 
ted himſelf wholly to the Recreation, without 
minding any thing elſe ; and this he did, either 
to decline the Afſperſion with which he remem- 
ber'd his Father Ceſar was tainted by the com- 
mon People, that during theſe Entercainments, 
he could allow himſelf leiſure to read Letters 
and Petitions, and write Anſwers back again ; 
or elle he was really mov'd with tne defire and 
abſtracted pleaſure of thoſs Sights : and that 
they did affe&t him, he never yet did — 

ut 
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but hath moſt ingeniouſly confeis*d. Hence it 
was that even at the Sports of other People, he 
gave Coronets, and other Rewards, very great, 
and very frequently ; and he was never preſent 
at any Grecian Exerciſe, wherein he did not re- 
ward every one of the Combatants, according 
to the merit of his Performance. But the Sport 
he moſt ſtudiouſly delighted in, was to ſee them 
box it out at Fiſty-cufts, and chiefly if *twas at- 
ter the mode of the Latins ; and not thoſe 10 
much who were regularly diſciplin'd, and va- 
lued themſelves upon it as a Profeflion, (tho' 
theſe too he would uſe to fight againſt the Gre- 
cians) but the Townſmen gather'd together in a 
tumultuous Heap, and who in the narrow Paf- 
ſages of the Street fought venturouſly without 
, any ſleights of Art : indeed all Perſons that 
were any ways inſtrumental to promote theſe 
publick Exerciſes, were the objeds of his Care, 
and he vouchſat'd to have them in conſiderati- 
on. He not only preſerv'd the Priviledges of 
the Wreſtlers entire, but enlarg'd them too : he 
would not ſuffer . the Gladiators to fight, unleſs 
diſmiflion ſhould be the Reward for the Con- 
queror, 'The power of puniſhing Stage-players 
in all Times and Places, which was permicted 
to the Magiſtrates by an ancient Law, he took 
away, and reſtrain'd it only to the Stage, and 
during the time of Acting ; but this did nor ſa 
ſlacken him, but that he ſtill ſeverely exacted 
cheir Exerciſes from the Winter-wreſtlers, and 
Prizes from the Gladiators. He fo bridled the 
Licentiouſneſs of the Stage, that when it came 
to his knowledge, that one Stephanio, an Actor 
of Farces, had a Matron to wait upon him, in 
the Habir of a Boy, with her Hair cut, alter 
I 12 the 
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the Rods had chaſtiz'd him through three Ther 
aters, he at laſt baniſh'd him. Upon the com- 

laint likewiſe of the Pretor againſt Hylas a 

uffoon, he order'd him to. be laſh'd in his 
Court-yard, excluding no body from the fight : 
And Pylades he not only disfranchiz'd Kore, 
but eurn'd him out of [aly, becauſe he pointed 
at one of the Spectaors who had hifs'd him, 
and made him thus openly ridiculous by his 
Finger. 

45. Governing the City, and adminiſtring 
the Afﬀairs of it after this manner, by planting 
28 Colonies in 1aly, he increas'd the number 

of its Pcople ; he made it elegant ikewiſe with 
publick Buildings. and enrich'd it with Reve- 
nues, 1o that in ſome meaſure he .cquall'd it to 

Rome it {elf both for Privileug and Honour; for 

he invented a new fort of Suffrages, which the 

Heads of the Colonies were to gather in their 

ſeveral Precin®s, and then ſend them up ſeaPd 
to Rume again iuc day of Aﬀembly, for choo- 
ſing tho Magiſtrates of the City. And that 
there m:2ht not be wanting a great number of 

Perſons of Condition, and the Off-ipring of 

the Populace, if any one deſir'd it, being re- 

commended by any Town, tho? of the vileſt 

Conlideration, he advanc'd him into the Order 

of Cavalry, and made him a Gentleman; but 

to thoſe of the common People, who when he 

viſited the Provinces, could ſhew that they | 

had Sons and Daughters lawfully begotten, | 

he gave to every one of them 1090 Selterces a 
"*pidce. 

45. The ſtronger Provinces, which *twas net- 
ther {afe nor eaſie to govern by annual Magi- 
ſtrates, he took the Adminiſtration of them up- 

Ol! 


- —_— 


Dr = c———_— Ro Ar A or HO Ii > ng - 
nn eee TESTER EG 2 —_— s a = 0" - —— ——— Os = —_ =_ n_— - - 
» A CODED Agr SIS foe EET £7 32S PM IIFEW E - a A 
- > ye "4 .* *"£ & = — 


AucGcusrus Casax 


on himſelf, the reſt he delegated to his Proconſu!s 
by Lot ; and yet ſometimes he would intermix 
and change them,but of whatever kind theywere, 
he moſt commonly viſited them in Perſon : ſome 
of the Confederate Cities, who by being licen- 
tious, ran on to the precipice of their Ruine, 
he depriv'd of their Freedom. He reliev*d 
ſome who were deeply immers'd in Debt, and 
thoſe which were overturn'd by Earthquakes 
he rebuilt ; or if they pleaded Services, where- 
in they deſerv'd of the Roman People, he either 
gave them the Priviledg of Latins, or the Free- 
dom of Rome. As Ithink, there was not a Pro- 
vince, except only A4frick and Sardinia, which 
he did not perſonally viſit : he made all things 
ready for his Paſlage thither, having put to 
flight Sext#s Pompeins ; but fuch extraordinary 
Tempeſts blew with that force and continuance, 
that they hinder'd his Deſign, and afterwards 
he had no opportunity, nor was there any oc- 
caſion for his Tranſportation. 

47. The Kingdoms which he made himſelf 
Maſter of by the Right of Conqueſt, except 
{ome very few, he either reſtor'd to the original 
Poſleſlors from whomhe took them, or beſtow'd 
them upon Strangers. The Kings which were his 
Allies, he joyn'd faſt to one another, by the 
mutual Obligations of an intimate Friendſhip, 
having Inclinations always ready to promote en- 
dearing and amicable Correſpondencies, and 
he cheriſh'd all with that Tendernelſs ; as look- 
ing upon them to be members and eſſential parts 
of the Empire. He appointed a Guardian like- 
wiſe to thole who were Minors and Lunaticks, 
till the one arriv'd to the years of Maturity, and 
the other regain'd his Reaſon ; and to the Chil- 
I 4 dren 
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dren of a great many, he gave the ſame Edu- 
cation as he did to his own, and brought them 
up together. 

45. Our of his military Forces, he diſtributed 
his Legions and Auxiliaries by Provinces, and 
he order'd two Fleets to ride, one at M:iſenum, 
and the other at Ravenna, to guard the upper 
and lower Seas. He ſelected a certain num- 
ber of Men, partly for his own Security, and 
partly for that of the City, diſmiſſing his Band 
of Calagnrſitans and Germans, both which he re- 
cain'd tor the Guards of his Body, the one till 
the Defeat of Anthony, and the other till he loſt 
his Legions under Varzess. Neither would he ſut- 
ier more than three Cohorts to be in the City, 
and thoſe without any Encampents; the reſt 
Twas his cuſtom to ſend to the Frontier-Towns 
both in Winter and Summer. But where- 
ever his Soldiers were, he confin'd them to a 
itrict Allowance both tor Stipend and Reward, 
the time of their ſerving in the Militia, and 
£2at of their Diſmitſion, being alloted out ac- 
cording to each ones degree and merit. "That 
they might not after Disbanding be provok'd 
by their ſenſe of being old and in want, to at- 
tempt any ſeditious Innovations in the State, and 
that there might be an eaſie and conſtant Sup- 
piy of Revenue to protect and cheriſh them, he 
conftituced a Treaſury for the Soldiers, with 


Taxes appropriate to their Maintenance ; and 


tac the conveyance and knowledg of what 
was tranſacted in each Province, might be che 
more expedite, he firſt lodg'd young Men up- 
on the Roads, where the Soldiers were - quar- 
rer'd, and at moderate Diſtances, that the 


Communication might be quick ; and then - 
ct 
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ſet up flying Chariots for the ſwifter Intelli- 
gence. This ſeem'd to him the moſt commo- 
dions Expedient, becauſe that thoſe who 
brought the Letters to him from the Place, 
might be ask*d particular Queſtions perſonally, 
if the exigence of Affairs requir'd it. 

49. In ſigning all his Diſpatches, publick Or- 
ders, and Letters, he at firſt us'd the Imprefiton 
of a Sphinx, afterwards the Picture of Alexan- 
der the Great, and at laſt his own, which was 
engrav'd by the Hand of Dzoſcorides. And this 


the Princes who ſucceeded him, continued the . 


Cuſtom on to ſeal with themſelves. 

50. Inall his Letters he was ſo nicely obſer- 
vant, that he put down the Minutes of the 
Hour, notonly of the Day but Night, wherein 
they were dated. Of his Clemency and mild 
Temper there are many and illuſtrioas In- 
Itances. 

51. Not to enter into the Detail of how ma- 
ny, and who they were of different Factions, 
which he not only granted Pardon and Safety 
to, but ſufferd them to enjoy the principal Em- 
ployments of the City. On Funizs Novatze, 
and Caſſinrs Patavinns, who were of the Dregs 
of the People, he thought it a ſufficient puniſh- 
ment, only to inflict a pecuniary Mulct, and a 
ſight puniſhment ; tho? one under the diſſem- 
bled Name of young Aprippa, fcatter'd a moſt 
venomous Libel againſt him amongſt the Peo- 
ple; and the other being inflam'd at an Enter- 
tainment, declar'd in the hearing of all the 
Company, That he neither wanted the Good IWill or 
Courage to ſtab him. Another time, upon a day 
that he fate in Judgment, it being objected a- 


mong other Crimes againſt Emilirs e/Elianuws Ol 
Cordowa, 
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Cordova, that he was wont to ſpeak ſcurriloufly 
and irreverently of. Czſar, he turn'd to the In- 
former and in a ſeeming Paſlion, 1 wiſh, cryd 
he, thou couldſt but prove this to me, I would make 
Ahianus know that I have a Tongue too, and could 
ſay much more of bim ; neither did he enquire any 
farther into the matter either then or at any 
time afterwards. To Tzberizs allo aggravating 
more violently the ſame Offence committed a- 
gainſt his Honour, and prefiing him to re- 
venge, he return'd this Anſwer, Be not ſo haſty, 
my Tiberius, to give way to the beat of Youthful 
Paſſion in the Proſecution of this matter, and to 
rake it fo over hainouſly that any one preſumes to 
ſpeak Ewil of me ; for *tis ſufficient that our Condi- 
7100 ws ſuch that no body can do us harm. 

52. He knew likewiſe very well that Temples 
were trequently decreed in Honour of the Pro- 
conſuils. Nevertheleſs in no Province would he 
accept of that Honour, unleſs it were in the 
Cominon name of Rome and his own ; for in 
the City he moſt obſtinately refusd ict. More 
than that, he caus'd all the Silver Statues which 
had been formerly ſet up in ſeveral places for 
nim, to be melted down and ſold, and with the 
Money bought certain Triyos's of Gold which he 
Conlecrated to Palatine Apollo, When the Peo- 
ple alſo with a kind of violent Importunity ot- 
ter'd him the Dicatorſhip, bending with one 
Knee, and caſting his Gown from his Shoul- 

* To ſhew ders, with his * Breaſt uncovered he beſought 
be wild their permiſſion to refuls it. 

rather d:% 53. The Title and Appellation of Lord, as a 
oy ru ' word of Scandal and _— he always ab- 
Emply> horr'd. For evidence of which it happen'd, 
ment. that as he was ſitting one day to fee a Comedy, 
ONC 


AucGcusTtus Cazsaxr. 


one of the Actors had an occaſion to pro- 
nounce theſe words,O moſt Fuſt and Gracious Lord ; 
which the People apprehending to be ſpoken 
purpoſely of him, fell a clapping and humming 
up the Actor after a more thanordinary manner. 
But the Emperor not only at the ſame inſtant 
both with hard irowning Countenance ſhew'd 
his diſlike of fuch undecent Flatteries, but the 
next day reprov'd and ſuppreſs'd them by a 
ſevere Edict on purpoſe ſer forth, and utterly 
forbid his being call'd Lord for the future, not 
enduring that Title ſo much as from his Chil- 
dren or Grand-Children, neither in jeſt nor ear- 
neſt : Beſides that he prohibited all Sycophan- 
tries of thac Nature even among themſelves. 
And very rarely it was that he ever enter'd into 
any Town or City, or departed from thence un- 
leſs it were in the Evening or Night time, thac 
he might not diſturb the Inhabitants with for- 
mal and officious Attendance during his Con- 
ſulſhip, he generally walked a foot ; when out 
of that Office, he was frequently carry*d 
through the Streets. in a kind of 
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* Cloſe Sedan. To promiſcuous * Others inftead of ad- 


Salutions he admitted the Com- 9Pcrta, read adaper- 


k ra, to ſrgnifie that he 
mon People alſo with ſo much ,,, Se =_ ks 


affability and pleaſantnels, receiving that all People might 
the Petitions of all that came, that have Liberty to ſee and 
*tis reported he merrily reprehended m— their Addreſſes oh 
a certain Perſon, by telling him ©? adorn. ; 
That he preſented his Petition to him, : 
as if he had been giving a half penny to an Ele- 
phant., On thoſe days that the Senate met, he 
never ſaluted the Fathers but in the Senate 
Houle fitting, *and every one by their Names 
without the Affiftance of a Prompter ; and at 

his 
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his departure he obſerv'd the ſame order in ta- 
king his leave. He exercis'd mutual Offices of 
Friendſhip and Kindneſs with ſeveral Perſons ; 
nor did he forbear to frequent. and afliſt at all 
the Solemnities and Feſtivals of every one, till 


growing in years, and unable to endure the 


crowd upon a Nuptial Day. At what time, by 
his kind and comfortable per{ſwaſions, he re- 
call'd to a reſolution of living Terrimus Gallizs a 
Senator,though his tamiliarity with him was but 
ſmall, yet ſuddenly taken blind, and for that 
reaſon deſgning to ſtarve himlſclt to death. 

54. As he was ſpeaking in the Senate, he was 
interrupted by one with this Exprefiion, I «n- 
derſtkand you nit, and by another who thus re- 
torted, I would contradift thee, were [ thy equal in 
Degree. More than this as he was one day fling- 
ing out of the Senate in a Paflion, being of- 
fended at the heats and extravagant Diſputes of 
the Senators one among another, certain of the 
Fathers told him plainly, That the Senators 
cught to have their Liberty to ſpeak their minds 
freely concerning the Affairs of the Commonwealth. 
Antiſtins Labeo, at an Election of the Senate, 
where every ſingle Perſon chooſes his Man, 
made choice of M. Lepid:rs, formerly the Em- 
perors Enemy, and then an Exile; and being 
ask*d by him, Whether there were not others more 
worthy ? made anſwer, That every Man was to 
bave the freedom of his own Tudgment. 

55. Nor was this Liberty or rather Contu- 
macy lay'd hold of to the prejudice of any 
Man. And whereas ſeveral infamous Lam- 
poons and Libells were ſcatter'd about the 
Court to his diſhonour, he neither feard them, 


nor took any care to refuts them, or make 
any 
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any ſearch after the Authors, Only he made a 
Decree, that afterwards Cognizance ſhould be 
caken of thoſe that in their own or under pre- 
tended Names, publiſh*'d any Defamacory Li- 
bells or Verſes to the Scandal or Dilparagement 
of any Man whatever. And being himlſelt pro- 
vok'd by the infolent and ſawcy Jokes of ſome 
Perſons, he only anſwer'd them by ſetting forth 
an Edidt to the contrary. Nevertheleſs he was 
an Interceſſour himſelf to the Senate, leaſt they 
ſhould determin any thing to prohibit the Lij- 
berty which was us'd by ſeveral in their laſt 
Wills and Teftaments. 

56. As often as he was preſent at the Eleai- 
ons of publick Magiſtrates, he rode through all 
the Tribes with his Competitors, whom he re- 


commended to their Choice after the uſual Cu- 


{tom. He alſo gave his Suffrage himſelf in the 
Tribe as one of the People. In Courts of Ju- 
dicature he moſt patiently ſuffered himſelf tobe 
examined as a Witneſs, and contradicted in his 
Depoſicions. He rather choſe to build his Fv- 
741 or Hall of Juſtice too narrow and inconve- 
nient than to diſpoileſs the Owners of their 
Houſes adjoyning. He' never recommended 
his Children to the People but with this Addi- 
tion, If they ſhall deſerve it : And nothing of- 
tended him more than to ſee the People riſe up 
and clap their Hands in token of Reſpect when 
the Youths in their Robes of Childhood enterd 
the Theatre. As for his Friends though he 
were willing they ſhould be great and Potent 
in the City, 'yet would he not ſuffer chem to 
enjoy greater Priviledges than the reſt, 'or ro 
be exempt from the Judiciary Laws. So that 


when Aſprenas Nenins, nearly related to him, 
. was 
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was accus'd by Caſſurs Severus as guilty of pOYy- 
ſloning ſeveral Perſons at a Banquet, he con- 
ſulted the Senate how to behave himſelf in that 
Caſe : For that, as he ſaid, he was in a quandary, 
leaſt if the Offender ſhould eſcape, upom his appear- 
ance for him, he might be thought to wreſt a Ma- 
lefaftor from deſerved Puniſhment ; or if he ſhould 
70t appear, leaſt he ſhould be ſaid to deſert and fore- 
Judge his Friend, Upon which when all had 
given their Conſent, he fate down for ſome 
Hours upon the lower Seats, but without 
ſpeaking a word or giving any Judicial Tefti- 
nonial in his behalf. For his Clyents and De- 
pendents he appear'd as an Advocate ; as he 
1d for one Scutarizrs, one of his old Soldiers, 
who had an Action of. Scandal brought againſt 
him. Of all the Criminals and Perſons accus'd 


in his Reign, he only reſcu'd one Caftricinrs by 


Name, who had diſcover*d to him the Confpt- 
racy of Murcna ; and yet not him neither, but 
by , his importunate Entreaties, with which 
he ſo mollify*'d the Breaſt of his Accuſer, that 
he was content to furceaſe his proſecution. 

57. How highly he was belov'd by the Peo- 
ple for theſis Noble Qualities, may be eafily 
imagin'd. I omit the Decrees of Senate which 
may tcem to be the effects either of Conſtraint 
or Flattery. The Roman Knights were always 
wont to celebrate his Birth Day for two whole 
days togerher, of their own proper Motions, 
and by common conſent among themſelves. 
All the O:ders of the City belides, every year 
threw little Pieces of Money into Cartize's Lake, 
in Teſtimony of their good wiſhes for the long 
Life and Proſperity of the Emperor. Upon 
the Calends of Fanuary, taough 1n his _ 
they 


AucusTus Caxsax:. 
they offer'd their Newyears-Gifts in the Capi- 


| tol; with which Sum he bought thoſe coſtly 
' Images of the Gods, which he Dedicated and 
| ſet upin ſeveral Villages,as of Apollo Sandaliarins, 


Fupiter Tragedis with many others. To- 
ward the reparation of his Palatine Houſe con- 
ſum'd by Fire, the Veterane Soldiers, the Decu- 
ries, Or Societies of the Lawyers, the Tribes, 
and indeed all Perſons of the meaneſt Rank 
and Condition had freely contributed accor- 
ding to their Ability ; but he only skimni'd 
thoſe mighty Heaps, refuſing to take above a 
Penny from any Man for his own ſhare. When 
he return'd allo from any Province; they met 
him not only with loud Acclamations and 
Good Wiſhes, but with Songs and Dances. 
And it was obſervable, that upon the Day thar 
he enter'd the Town, there was never any Ex- 
ecution of Offenders, nor any Condemnation 
of the Guilty. 

58. The Title of Father of his Country was 
civen him by all in general with the moſt uni- 
verſal and unanimous Conſent that ever could 
be imagin*'d. Firſt by the Commonalty, who 
ſent him their Commiſitoners to Antium tor 
that purpoſe ; where becauſe he refus'd it, they 
throng'd about him being recuri'd to Rowe, and 


'Save it him again with Laurelsupon their Heads, 


as he was going to ſee the publick Shews. Soon 
after the Senate did the fame in open Court, 
not by Decree, or Acclamation, but by the 
Mouth of YValerizs Meſſalla, who being com- 
manded to deliver himſelt in the Name of the 
whole Senate, 4ll Happineſs, laid he, and Pro- 
ſperity to thee and thy Family, Ceſar Auguſtns 
(tor in ſo doing we believe we pray for the 

| perpetual 
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perpetual Felicity of the Commonwealth ) The 
Senate with the unanimous conſent of the Peo- 
ple of Rowe, Salute thee FATHER OF THE 
COUNTRY. To whom, with Tears in his 
Eyes, Auguſizs made anſwer, (for 1 fet down 
as well his own as Meſſalla*'s words as they were 
iſpoken) Being now the Maſter of my Wiſhes, 
(Conſcript Fathers) what have I now more to beg 
of the Immortal Gods, but that I may be permitted 
to continue this unanimons Conſent of yours to the 
utmoſt Period of my Life. 
59. Moreover they erected a Statue of Braſs 
and plac'd it by the Image of E/culaprns, in 
Honour of Antonizes Muſa, his Phyſician, who 
had recover'd him of a dangerous Fir of Sick- 
neſs. And ſome Maſters of Families there were 
who provided more eſpecially by their Wills, 
that after their deceaſe their Heirs ſhould carry 
their Bodies into the Capitol, with a Victim 
led before 'the Corps with an Inſcription up- 
on the Forehead, declaring the Reaſon of the 
Offering to be, for that the Gods had been 
pleas'd to permit them to leave CESAR 
AUGUSTUS SAFE AND IN HEAL TH BE- 
HIND THEM. Moreover certain Cities of 
Traly began the Year upon the Day, that h 
firſt Honour'd them with his Preſence. pf 
60. The Kings that were his Friends anf* 
Allies, every one in particular within his own 
Kingdom buile a City and calPFd it Czſares ; 
* For it and altogether * deſign'd to finiſh at their com- 
was nt mon Charge the Temple of Fupiter Olympicrs, 
fiſh - = begun in former times at Athens, and dedicate 
Time, Ito his Genizs, Nay more than this, ſuch was 
the Reverent Eſteem which they had for his 
Perſon, that many times they lefc their own 
Kingdoms, 
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Kingdoms, to pay him daily Honours, and to 
attend, as his Subjeds in Roman Habic without 
any of their Enfigns of Royalty ; and that not 
only in Rome, but as he took his Progreſles 
through the ſeveral Provinces. 

61. And now having repreſented him what 
he was in his Imperial Command, and publick 
Adminiſtration of Soveraign Government, and 
how he ruld the greateſt part of the World as 
well in Peace as in War, I ſhall now give an 
Account of his more private and familiar man- 
ner of hving; how he conversd at home a- 
mong his Friends and Relations, and his parti- 
cular Conduct from his Youthful years to the 
laſt Moment of his Lite. His Mother he loſt 
in his firſt Confulſhip ; his Siſter O#avia in the 
Fifty fourth year of his Age. And as he had 
performed to both, when they liv'd,all the kind 
Offices of a Son and a Brother, ſo after their 
deceaſe he did them the greateſt Honours he 
could beſtow upon their Memories. 

62. Being as yet but under Age he was 
contracted ro the Daughter of P. Servilizs 
Iſauricis ; but being reconcild, after their firſt 
falling out, to Antonixs, and the Soldiers of each 

xy being detirous that the Union might be 
confirmd by ſome ſtri&t Alliance, he marry'd 
Claudia, the Daughter of Fulvia by P. Clod:ns, 
and Daughter-in-Law to Arntomins, though at 
that time ſcarce ripe for the Nuptial Bed. Bur 
upon his Mother-in-Law Faivis's enticing him 
to Adultery, and difterences ariſing berween 
them upon his Refuſal, he fence the young La- 
dy home again a Virgin untouch'd as he had her. 
Soon after he took to Wite Scribonia, the 
Widow of two Pez:{ons both of Contular Dis- 
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nity, and by one of them a Mother of Chil- 


dren. But her he Divorc'd, not able, as he 


writes himſelf, to endure her froward and pee- 
viſh Humours ; and preſently after falling in 
love with Livia Drufilla, the Wife of Tiberizes 
Nero, he took her from her Husband by force, 
though at the ſame time big with Child, mar- 
wy her, and loy'd her entirely to the very 
laſt. 

62. By Scrivonia he had Julia, by Livia ne- 
ver any Children, though he moſt paſſionately 
deſfir dit ; for ſhe miſcarry'd of the only Child, 
that ever ſhe conceiv'd by him. Yulia he mar- 
ry'd to Marcell:xs his Sifter Ofavis's Son, while he 
was yet a Minor; and after his deceaſe he 
gave her in Wediock to MM. 4egrippa, having 
prevail'd with his Siſter to conſent to the Match 
with her Son-in-Law : For then had Agrippa 
marry'd the other of the Marcella's, and had 
ſeveral Children by her. He being alſo dead, 
after long debate with himſelf, and having caſt 
his Eye upon ſeveral of the Equeſtrian Order, 
he made Choice of Tiberizs for his Son-in-Law, 
and compell'd him to put away his Wite by 
whom he had ſeveral Children,and then alſo big 
with Child. Mars Antonins writes, that he firlt_ 
of all contracted Falia to his Son Antonizes ; then 
to Cetiſo, King of the Getz, at what time he 
himfelt was alio in Treaty for the King's 
Davghter. 

64. By Agripps and Julia he had three 
Grand-fons, Caizs, Lucizs, and Agrippa, and two 
Grand-daughters, Julia and Agrippina. As for 
«ia he marry'd her to L. Paalzs the Cenfor's 
SON, and gripping to Germanicus his Siſters 
Grand-lon. Cazus and Lucims he adopted into 
his 
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his own Family, after he had purchasd them 
of their Father Agrippa, according to the uſual 
Ceremonies, for io much weight in Money ; and 
being yet very young, advanc'd them to Pub- 
lick Employments, defignd them Confuls, and 
ſent them into the Provinces to Command 
the Armies. His Daughter and Grand-daugh- 
ters he bred up with that ſeverity, as to be kept 
cloſe to their Spinning Wheels, and forbid them 
to ſpeak or do any thing but in Publick, and 
what was afterwards ſet down in the Memo- 
rials of every day. And 1o ſtritly were they 
forbid the Company of Strangers, that in a 
Letter which he wrote to L. Tucinins a Lovely 
Gentleman and of Noble deſcent, he wrote 
him word,That he had exceeded the Bounds of Mo- 
deſty, and Decency, in going to Bayz, to give his 
Daughter a Vift. His Grand-ſons he tuter'd 
himſelf, and taught them to ſwim, and all their 
firſt Rudiments of Learning ; nor was there a- 
ny thing which he labour'd more then to per- 
fect them in the Imitation of his own Chara- 
er. Nor did he ever dine or ſup without his 
Grand-children were fitting at the lower end 
of the Table ; nor did he ever take a Journey, 
but either chey were carry'd before him in a 
Chariot, or rode a Horſe-back on each tide of 
him. But notwithſtanding the great hopes he 
had of his OtEſpring through the ſtrictneis of 
his Diſcipline, Fortune faild him in every one : 
For both the Fulia's, notorioſly infamous, and 
no leſs infamouſly wicked, he was compell d to 
baniſh. Caius and Lacins he loſt in two and 
twenty Monchs one atter another ; Cains dying 
in Lycia, and Lucius at Marſeilles. Aﬀter their 
deceals he Adopted his Third Grand-ſon grip 
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pa, and his Son-in-Law Tiberivs, with the con- 
' Afent of the People of Rome in their 
Curiata * Court Aſſemblies. But Agrippa 
proving of an unruly and untract- 


Pariſh to ash, the Pes- Able Diſpoſition he foon turn'd him 
ple's conſent to ſuch or off again, and confin'd him to Sur- 
ſuch a Law, which yeytum. And indeed he took much 


was given by Suf- 


frage. 


30re patiently the Death, than the 
Debaucheries and Miſdemeanors of 
his Children. For he was not fo much afflicted 
at the Misfortunes of Caizrs and Lucns ; but of 
his Daughter he could not forbear complaining 
to the Senate, in a Letter which was openly 
read by the Qre#cr, in his ablence from the 
Ciry. And underſtanding much about the 
fame time thar one of his Daughters Confidents 
and Freed-women, Phezve by name, had hang'd 
her ſelf, he proteited, He has rather have been 
Phobe's Father than Julia's. During the time of 
her baniſhment, he would neicher permit her 
the uſe of Wine, nor any ſuperfluity in her 
Apparel. At length at the end of Five years, 
he remov*d her out of the Ii2nd, where ſhe was 
contin'd into the Continent, and treated her 
with ſomewhat leſs ſeverity than before ; but he 
could never be prevaiFd upon to recal her home; 
and to the People of Rczae, thar often and moſt 
earneſtly interceded tor her, he as Often us'd 


7 


this [mprecation, 1 wiſh yee had all ſuch Wives 
and Dawghicrs. The Gluld that wes born of his 
Grand-daughrter Julia he torbid to be either 
own'd or bred up. And as tor Agrippa, who 
was no way to bu reclaim'd, out rather grew 
every day inore Bruce than otner, he tranſpor- 
ted him imo an Iand, and ſet a Guard of 
Solliers upon him. And he obtain'd a vcree, 
O 
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of the Senate to have him kept in the ſame place 
as long as he iv'd. And every time any mention 
was made either of him or the two TFulid's, 
with Tears in his Eyes, and” fetching a deep 
ſigh, he would utter the following Greek 


Verſe, 
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Alluding to the Verfe in Homer, in the third 
of his Iliads. 


O that I nere the Name of Wife had known, 
And oithout Children to my Grave had gone. 


Nor did he uſually call them by any othe 
Names than thoſe of his three Excreſcencies or 
Impoſtumes. 


66. His Friendſhip was not eaſily obtain'd, 
but when contracted once, unſhaken and con- 
ſtant ; not only honouring the Vertues and Me- 
rits of his Friends, but conniving at their V1- 
ces and Infirmities, ſo they were not too noto- 
rious. Nor indeed, of all the number of his 
Friends ſhall we find any that were over halti- 
ly diſcarded, unleſs it were Salvidienus Rufus, 
and Cornelius Gallus, whom from low and incon- 
tiderable Fortunes he had advanc'd the one to the 
Conſulſhip, the other to be Lord Lieutenant of 
e Egypt: The firſtof which hatching Treaſon and 
Rebellion, he deliver'd over to the Senate to be 
condemn'd ; the latter, for his Infolent beha- 
viour and Ingratitude, he turn'd out of his 
Provinces and forbid him his Palace. After- 
wards Gallas by the Depoſitions of his Accuſers 
KR 3 and 
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and the Decrees of the Senate, being reduc'd to 
that degree of deſpair as to be his own Executi- 
oner, he applauded indeed their Zealous indig- 
nation conceiv'd in his behalf ; but with Tears 
in his Eyes bewayl'd his own Condition, That he 
22:42 the only Perſon for whom it 2yas not lawful to be 
angry with his Friends to what degree he pleasd 
pimſelf. The reſt, every one according to his 
Rank and Quality, flouriſh'd in Wealth and 
Honour to the end of their Lives, though not 
without ſome intervening Frowns and touches 
of his diſpleaſure. For ſometimes, not to men- 
tion others, he would blame both 24. Agrippa 
for his want of Patience, and Meceanas for his 
want of Taciturnity. While the one, out of a 
ſlight ſuſpition that the Emperour lookt upon 
him with an ill Eye, and that Marcellus was pre- 
terrd before him, had left all his Buſineſs and 
Family, and withdrawn himſelf privately to 
Aitylene ; the other had blab'd to his Wite Te- 
rentia the Secret concerning the diſcover'd Con- 
ipiracy of Marena. He alſo requir'd mutual 
Teſtimonies of the Kindneſs and Afﬀection of 
his Friends, as well after their deceaſe, as when 
they were living. For though he were not co- 
vetous of Inheritances, as one that never could 
endure to accept of Legacies by the Will of an 
unknown Perſon, yet he deeply weighed the 
lait Jadgments of his Friends; not diflembling 
his grief, if they mention'd him too ſparingly 
and meanly in Words ; nor his ſatisfaction, if 
they left behind them a Grateful and Pious e- 
ſ{teem of his Perſon. And when he had Le- 
gacics or Parts of Inheritances left him by ſome 
Parents, he was wont to return them back im- 
mediately to their Children, or it they _ 
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under Age, he reſtor'd them again upon the 
Day of Marriage, or when they put on their 
Robes of Manhood with a conſiderable Aditi- 
on of his own. 
67. Toward his Domeſtick Servants, as he 
was ſometimes ſevere, ſo was he alſo a moſt 
clement and eaſie Maſter, inſfomuch thac he both 
honour'd and highly entruſted many of his 
freed Bondmen, as Lucinirs Encelads and others. 
Coſmms his Slave talking ſawcily of him, he pu- 
niſt*d no farther than by laying him in Irons. 
He. rather choſe to tax his Steward, Diomed of 
Cowardice than bad Intent, when walking a- 
lone together, at what time a wild Boar came 
running out againſt them, the Servant thruſt his 
Maſter upon the Savage Beaſt ; a thing of no 
{mall danger; but becauſe it was not done our 
of any deſign, he turn'd it into a Jeaſt. Never- 
theleſs he put Proculzzs to death, among all his 
Freedmen the chiefeſt of his Favourites, as be- 
ing convicted to have Adulterated ſeveral Ma- 
trons of Quality. Thallus his Amanuenſis, dil- 
covering the Contents of one of his Letters for 
Five hunder'd Denaries, was by him order'd to 
have his Legs broken. The Tutors alſo, Ser- 
vants of his Son Caixs, becauſe upon a Rumour 
of his fickneſs and death, they carry'd them- 
{elves haughtily and committed ſeveral Rapines 
in his Province, he order'd- to be thrown into a 
River with a ponderous weight ty'd about their 
Necks. 

68. In his younger years he underwent the 
Infamy of many Miſdemeanors by him commit- 
ted : Sextus Pompeius upbraided him for his Effe- 
minacy ; 4. Antony tells him publickly that he 


had never been in that favour,nor adopted by his 
K 4 Unckle, 
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Unckle, had he not been his Proſtitute. Lucins 
alſo the Brother of Marcas, {cruples not to af- 
firm, that after he had been firſt deflowr'd by 
C2/{ar, that he ſold the remainder of his Chaſti- 
ty to 4. Hirtius in Spain for Three hunder'd 
thouſand Pieces of Money ; and that he was 
wont to ſinge his Thighs with flaming Wall- 
nuts, to make the Hair come the ſofter and 
more delicate. The whole Body of the Peo- 
ple alſo being aflembl'd one day to behold a 
certain Interlude, they not only expounded to 
his diſhonour, but unanimouſly applauded a 
Verſe pronounc'd upon the Stage concerning 
one of the Gall; or Prieſts of the Mother of the 
Gods playing upon his 7 abor. 


Videſne ut Cinedus Orbem digito temperet ? 


Behold that Catamite, how he the Orb 
Of ſpacious Earth can with his Finger curb. 


69. That he was addicted to the Crime of 
Adultery, his Friends themſelves do not deny, 
though they palliate and excuſe it, by alledg- 
ing that what he did was not fo much ior the 
fatisfaftion of his Luſt, as out of Reaſon of 
State, as defigning to diſcover the Contrivances 
of the Hausbands by his familiarity with their 
Wives. Marcus Antonius, belides his over- 
haiten'd Nuptials with Livia, layes to his charge, 
that he took a Lady who was Wite to a Con- 
tular Perſon, and in her Husbands preſence 
leading her out of the Dining Room into the 
Bed-Chamber, after a ſhort ſtay brought her in 
again to the Banquet, with her Ears glowing 
red, and her Locks all in diſorder ; and that he 


put 
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ut away Scribonia, becauſe ſhe complain'd too 
freely of the Pride and Imperiouſneſs of one of 
his Concubines. Moreover that he emyloy'd 
his Friends to. enquire out ſuch as were for his 
turn, who after the Bargain made were to be 
ſtript and expos'd naked to their view, as if 
they had been to have been ſold in open Mar- 
ket by Thoranius, who made it his Trade. Be- 
ſides this, the ſame M. Antony, while as yet he 
was neither his private Adverſary, nor his pub- 
lick Foe, writes to him after a familiar manner 
in theſe words. What has thus alter'd thy hu- 
mour ? Is it becauſe I lye with a Queen ? She ws my 
Wife. Is this ſuch news, have I not enjoy d her 
theſe nine years? Prithee tell me, doſt thou kiſs 
0ne but Druſfilla? 411 I ſh thee after thou haſt 
read this Letter is only this, that thou maiſt be 
as certainly happy, as thou haſt kiſt either Tertulla 
or Terentilla, or Ruſilla, or Salvia Tiriſcenia, if 
not all of -them. Is it a pin matter where or to whom 
thou diſplayſt thy Inſtrument ? 

70. There was alſo a Story flew about of a 
private Supper which he made, which was 
vulgarly call'd the Supper of the twelve Gods; 
at what time the Gueſts were ſaid to have fate 
down in the habit of Gods and Goddeſſes, he 
himſelf repreſenting Apollo ; and this is lay'd to 
his charge not only by Antony in an Epiltle 
where he ſatyrically names the very Perſons 
themſelves, but alſo by the following Verſes, 
better known than their Author. 


Cum primum iſtorum conduxit menſa choragum 
Sexque Deos vidit Mallia, ſexque deas. 
Inpia dum Phabi Cxlar mendacia ludit, 
Dum nova Nivorum canat Adulteria 
O70: & 
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Omnia ſe a Terris tunc Numina declinatunt. 
Fugit & auratos Jupiter ipſe Thronos. 


Soon as the Veſtments for the Feaſt were hir'd 
Six Gods, ſix Goddeſles themſelves attir'd 
In Malliz's view ; 
And Impious Cz/ar nothing would ſuffice 
Bur Phzbus ſhape, and under that diſguize 
TI Adulteries of the Gods to at anew. 
Bur then the Gods withdrew | 
From Sights on Earth they could not brook, 
* Meaning And Jove himſelftheir guilded * Thrones forſook, 
the guild- 
ea Beds The noiſe of this Supper was ſtrangely augment- 
Counterfeit ed by an accidental Famin and Scarcity, that 
Deities 1ay happend at the fame time'in the City ; ſo that 
at ſupper the next day it was ſpread abroad, That the 
amitating Gods had eat up all the Wheat; and that Czlar 
=> Celeſit= was turd Apollo indeed, but *twas Apollo the 
al Powers. | . "Mw" 
Tormentor, under which. Title he was Worſhip'd 
in a certain part of the. City. He was alſo 
greatly taken notice of for his tmmoderate de- 
{ire of ſumptuous Houſhold-ſtuff, Corinthian Vel- 
lels, and his being vehemently addicted to play. 
So that in the time of his Proſcription this Paſ- 
guil was writ upon his Statue, 


Pater Argentarius, Fgo Corinthiarins. 


be Jeaf as T ſup- My Father was a Dealer m Mo- 
poſe 76s Pore, rhat Co 0p, 1 am @ Merchant of * Corinthian 
rinthuan Ware may be "i 

taken as well fox the Ware. 

vaſt number of Curte- : 

fans, as the great trade Becauſe it was thought that many 
aroven in Veſſels of all yore proſcribed upon his follicitati- 


ts for which t ] _— 
EN 7 bi way m—_— on, for the fake of their Plate. At 
| terwards 


AucGusrtus Caxsax. 137 
cerwards in the time of the S:cilian War the fol- 
lowing Epigram was diſperc'd about. 


Poſtquam bis claſſe vittus naves perdidit 
Aliquando ut vincat, ludit aſſidue aleam. 


Twice having loſt his Shipwrackt Fleet at Sea, 
That he might win at length, he falls to play. 


#I. But of all theſe Crimes or Aſperſions, 
which you pleaſe to call them, he eaſily wip'd 
off the ſtain of Proſtitution, by the Chaſtity 
which he obſerv'd during the whole courſe of 
his Life. As for the malicious {lander of his 
grtedineſs after coſtly Houlbold-ſtuff, he con- 
tuted it by his Moderation at the taking of Alex- 
andria, at what time of all the Royal Furniture 
he reſerved nothing to himſelf bur one Porcel- 
lan Cup, ordering the Veſlels of Gold, tho? ne- 
ver ſo frequent in uſe, to be all melted down. 
But from the uſe of Women he could not 
lo eaſily clear himſelf, And it is reported 
that being more addicted to the deflowring of 
Virgins, his Wite fo far indulg'd that fame hu- 
mour of his, as to provide him Maidenheads at 
her own expences from all parts, to fatisfie his 
Pleaſure. The report of his being a Gameſter he 
never valu'd, but play'd fairly and publickly tor 
his Recreation even when he was grown old ; 
and that upon the Saturnalian Holidays, or up- 
on any other the moſt folemn Feſtivals : Of 
which there is no queſtion to be made ; for it 
appears by an Epiſtle under his own hand to 
Tiberius. 1 ſupp'd, laid he, with the ſame = 

Ons, 
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feus , yeu know, my Tiberius, who they were. 
Thither alſo Vinicius and Silvius the Father invi- 
zed themſelves. Between the Meſſes we play'd af- 
zer the manner of old Gameſters both yeſterday and to 
any: For the Dice being thrown, as every Man threw 
his chance, whether Ace or Six, Fight or Four, be 
ſfak'd as many Denaries as there were Spots in his 
* That was Chance ; and he that threw * Venus ſwept the Ta- 
he that ble. And in other Letters, My Tiberius, 7 
—_ , have had a great deal of Paſtime during this Fe- 
Spots apon /fival of Minerva. We. play d every day and 
the Dice. warm d the Groom-Porters Lodge. Thy Brother 
ftorm"d and ſwagger'd moſt terribly, but at laſt he 
recover d himſelf pretty well; for his lifſes ere 
great, and his recovery of himſelf contrary to hope 
or expeflation. I loſt 20009 Pieces of Money upon 
my ews hand ; but the chief Reaſon was becauſe of 
my extraordinary liberality at play, according to my 
Cuſtom : Fer had Theen exatt upon others ill throw- 
ing, aud kept what I generouſly gave away, I had 
been a winner 50000 Sefterces. But Thad rather 
obſerve my old wont : For my Benignity will ad- 
Vance me to Celeſtial Honcur, He alſo writes to 
his Daughter thus ; T have ſent thee 250 Seſter- 
ces, which Sum 1 have alſo beffow'd upon the reſt 
+ For in of my Gueſts, that if they pleas'd, they might play 
regard T1? hetoyeen whiles at Supper among themſelves either at 
_ , Dice, or at Even or Odd. 
ll 72. As to any other RefleQions that might be 
Gold Rings, made upon his manner of living, moſt certain 
and the jt is that he was very continent, and free from 
ry 4 ' all ſuſpicion of Vice. His firſt Dwelling was 
ron, m9 que NCCr the Roman Forum, beyond the Stairs, 
Nion, but where the t Ring-makers kept their Shops, in 
there were the fame Houſe where formerly Calvrrs the O- 
ſeveral of tor had liv'd. Afterwards he remoy'd to the 
that Trade. 
Palatine 
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Palatine Mount ; but in an ordinary Houle of 
Hortenſins's, conſiderable neither for the Rooms, 
nor the Furniture. As being ſuch a one to 
which the Galleries that belong'd were very 
ſhort, ſupported only with Pillars of a ſoft .4- 
han Stone ; and the Rooms of State without et- 
ther Marble or conſpicuous Pavements. More- 
over for torty years together he lay in the ſame 
Chamber Winter and Summer, tho? he found 
that the City Air did very ill agree with: his 
health in the Winter, as being continually at- 
flicted in the City with the inconveniencies of 
that Seaſon. If he defign'd any buſineſs in 
private where he would not be diſturb'd, he 
had a particular Retirement at the top of the 
Houſe, which he calPd Syracuſe, and by ano- 
ther Name 7tyvovor, or the Plantation of Scien- 
ces; Or elſe he withdrew to ſome of his Freed- 
mens Houſes in the Suburbs ; but when he hap- 
2n'd to be ſick he always lay at Mecenas's 
Houſe. OF all his Houſcs of Pleaſure he moſt 
affeted thoſe that ſtood upon the Sea Coaſts or 
in the Iflands of Campania, orelle in the Towns 
that were next to the City,as Lanuwvium,Preneſte, 
and 7ibur, where he often heard Cauſes in the 
Portico's of the Temple of Hercules ; tor he ne- 
ver car'd at all foripacious and Magnificent Pa- 
laces, ſo that he pulld to the ground the fum- 
ptuous Edifice which his Grand-daughter Fula 
had rear'd with ſo much protuſeneſs of expence. 
His own were but moderate, and thoſe not 1o 
pPompouſly furniſh'd with Statues and Pictures, 
as accomodated with the Conveniencies of 
Cloiſters in Winter, and ſhady Groves for Sum- 
mer, and ſometimes beautiffd wich Rarities 
and Pieces of Antiquity, as the Heads and vaſt 
Members 
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Members of wild Beaſts and Sea Monſters, of 
which ſome were of that extraordinary dimen- 
ſion, that they were reported to be the Bones of 
Gyants,and Armsof the Ancient Hero's. His fru- 
gality in his Furniture and Houſhold-ſtuffappears 
alio co this day by the remains of his Beds and 
Tables, of which ſome are hardly fit for the uſe 
of a private Gentleman ; and as tor the Bed on 
which he lay himſelf, it is reported to have been 
but very low and the Furniture mean. He 
rarely wore any other Garments but what were 
{pun at home by his Wife, his Siſter, his Daugh- 
ter or his Grand-children. His upper Robes 
were neither too ſcanty nor too looſely flowing, 
and the Studs neither too broad nor too nar- 
row : his Shoes were ſomewhat higher heel'd 
than ordinary, to make him appear the taller. 
In a word, his Cloaths and his Shoes lay always 
ready in his Bed-Chamber upon any ſudden 
and unexpected cccalion. 

74. He frequently made great Entertain- 
ments, and thoſe always folemn and regular, to 
which he was ſtill very nice what Conipany he 
invited. Palerius Meſſala writes that he never 
admitted any of his Freedmea to his Table, ex- 
cept Mcnzos; nor him neither till he had made 
him a free Denizen, and refror'd him to his Na- 
tive Liberty for betraying Sextzs Pompeins's Fleet. 
And he himſelf tells us, that he once invited a 
certzin Perſon, in whoſe Houle in the Country 
he happen'd to make a ſhort itay, who had been 
formerly one of the Penſioners of his Guard. 
Sometimes he came very late to his Feaſts, and 
departed as ſoon ; the Gueſts being fate down 
long before him, and ſtaying a good while after 


him. His Supper conſiſted of no more than 
three 
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' three Meſſes, or at moſt of fix upon extraordi- 


nary exceedings ; but it was not ſo much the 
plenty of the Diſhes, as the pleaſantneſs and fa- 
miliarity of the Maſter that render'd the Ban- 
quet acceptable. For ſuch as he oblerv'd to be 
filent or to whiſper, out of reſpe& he would en- 
courage to ſpeak out and be tree in their Dif: 
courſe ; and for Mirth's ſake he would often 
have at his Table either ſome to tell Stories, or 
Players or common Merry Andrews out of the 
Circas, but more frequently boaſting Peda- 
gogues and maintainers of Paradoxes. 

75. Feſtivals and folemn Holidays he cele- 
brated ſometimes with great protuſenels, fome- 
times only jocularly. For upon the Saturnalian 
Feſtivals, or at other times when he pleas'd him- 
{elf; ſometimes he would make diſtributions of 
Garments, Gold or Silver ; ſometimes of Meney 
of all ſtamps, the Coins'ot ancient Rings and 
Foreign Princes ; at other times his gitts con- 
ſiſted of nothing buc Hair-cloarns, Spunges, 
Oven-rakers, and Pick-tooths with 


obſcure and Ambiguous * Inſcripci- 
ons. He would alſo tor farther En- 
tertainments ſake make Lotteries of 
ſeveral things of moſt unequal value, 
and ſell Pictures by their back fides, 
through that uncertainty to make 
himſelf ſport with the good Fortune 
or diſappointment of the Buyers. 
And this Lottery was carry'd to all 
the ſeveral Gueſts, that every one 
might partake of the loſs or the gain. 

76.He was very ſparing ins Dyet, 
and generally fed very meanly:He was 


* For Example, he 
wrote upon the Hair- 
cloth to the coldeſt, or 
moſt hairy upon tbe 
Spunges tothe bleay-eyd; 
upon the Oven-rakers 
Jomething relating to the 
Privy parts, upon the 
Pick-torths to the beſt 
Trencherman, to make 
ſpart while every man 
was laughed at for be- 
ng indeed what the Eme 
peror had nam'd him tg 
be an the Gift that fell 
to his Lit. 


a great lover of brown Bread, {mall Fiſh, green 


Cheele. 
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Cheeſe, and green Figs, eſpecially ſuch as ripen 
twice a year: And he would eat before Supper 
at any time or in any place when his ſtomach 
_ Tequir'd it His own words taken out of his 
Epiſtles are theſe, As 2e rode in our Chariot we 
eat Bread and ſmall Dates : And in another 
place, As I return'd home in my Litter from the 
Palace of Nuima, I made bold with an Ounce of 
Bread and {tne few ſewre Grape Kernels. And 
again, Never did any Few, my Tiberius, ſo ftrict- 
ly obſerve his Sabbath, as IT have this day, having 
only eat two Mouthfuls of Bread in the Bath, and 
that not till Seven a Clock at night, before they be- 
gankto aroint me. Thus careleſs as he was of his 
Dyer, ſometimes before the Banquet began, 
ſornetimes after it was over, he ſupp'd alone, 
not having touch'd ſo much as the leaſt Morſel 
at the Table. | 

77. He was naturally no way addicted to 
drink ; fo that Ceornelizes Nepos affirms, that he 
never drank above thrice at a Meal all the while 
he lay beijore Aodena. Afterwards, when he 
gave hinicir the grearelt freedom, he never ex- 
ceeded a Quart for his ſhare, or if he cid, he 
was fire to throw it up again, He chiefly at- 
teged a {orc of Vine that grows among the Gri- 
ſons, at the feet of the Alps, but very rarely 
drank any in the day time. To quench his 
Thirit he rook a piece of Bread Cipp'd in cold 
Water, ora fiice of Cowcumber, or a Lettice 
top, elſe a new gather'd fower Apple that had 
a winy ſort of taite. 

75. After his repaſt at Noon, in his Cloaths 
and Shooes as he was, he lay down a while 
with his Feet cover'd, and his Hand before his 
Eyes. After Supper he betook himſelf to his 

Mcdication 
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Meditation Couch, where he continu'd till late 
at night, and that he had ſet down all or the 
greateſt part of the moſt memorable Patlages of 
that day. From thence he went to bed, where 
at moſt he never ſlept above ſeven Hours; and 
not that with a continu'd Nap,but waking three 
or four times in that ſhort ſpace of time. I! he 
found that after he was awake he could not ſleep 
again, he call'd for Perſons to read by him or 
entertain him with diſcourſe, till he fell into a 
ſlumber which laſted till after break of day ; 
nor would he ever lye awake in the dark with- 
out ſome body ſitting by him. If he could not 
ſleep in the morning he was much diſcompos'd 
all the day after. And if his Affairs or Devoti- 
ons conſtrain'd him to wake moreearly than or- 
dinary, that he might not ſuffer any incon- 
venience thereby, he repos'd in the next Cham- 
ber where any of his Servantslay. And many 
times finding himſelf drowſie indeed, as he was 
carry'd along in the Streets, he would*caulſe his 
Litter to be ſet down, and fetch out the reſt of 
his ſleep. 

79. 'The Features of his Countenance were 
moſt graceful and full of Majeſty, and ſo con- 
tinu'd through all the Degrees of Age, tho 10 
careleſs of all manner of Ornamenta! Curioſity, 
and ſo negligent in trimming his Hair, that of 2 
ſudden he made uſe of ſeveral Barbers together, 
and ſometimes clint, fomecimes ſhav'd his Beard, 
and at the ſame time would be eicher reading or 
writing. In his Countenance, whether {peak- 
ing or filent, he had always ſuch a calmneſs 
and ſerenity, that ons of the Chiet Princes of 
the Gaules confels'd to his Friends, that ic was 
that alone which molliffd him and diverted 
L him 
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him from a reſolute defign to have thrown him 
headlong down a ſteep Precipice, as he was paſ: 
ſing the Alpes, being admitted to come neer his 
Perſon under pretence of private Diſcourſz. 
His Eyes were bright and ſparkling, which 
made him deſirous that People ſhould believe 
there was in them ſomething of Divine Vivaci- 
ty ; and he would be extreamly pleas'd, to ob- 
ferve, that when he fix'd his Eyes ftedfaſtly 
upon any, the fame Perfon look'd downward, 
as Men do that are dazI'd with the brightneſs of 
the Son Beams. However in his latter days the 
Gghe of his left Eye fail d him ; his Teeth 
were thin, {mall and rugged ; his Hair ſome- 
what curling, and inclining to yellow ; his Eye- 
brows met upon his Fore-head ; his Ears ſmall ; 
his Nole ſomewhat raifed at the top, and wi- 
der toward the bottom ; his Complexion be- 
eween brown and white ; his Stature low (tho' 
Aarathis, his Freed-man, aſlerts in the Memo- 
rials of his Liie, that he was Five Foot and 
nine Inches high) which however was net di- 
icernable, by reaion of the juſt Proportion of 
his Limbs, ualeſs ſome other Perſon that was 
much taller ſtood by him. 

60. He is reported to have had Freckles upon 
his Body, wich ſeveral more obſervable Marks 
diſpers'd upon his Breaſt and Belly, repreſent- 
* The Stri- ing the Figure, Order and Number of the Stars 
gil ws 4 1n che Conltellation of the Celeſtial Bear. He: 
certain M- 149 alto certain Callofities about him, pro- 
made uſe of <CCdINg from the icching of his Body, and the 
70 ſcrape off continual ute of the * Strrigil, which ſhew'd 
the ſweat themielves in the form of a Tetter. He ſeenrd 
end filth of to have a weakneſs in his left Hip, Thigh, and 
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he recover'd his ſtrength by hot Fomentations 
of Sand, and application of Reeds, He alſo 
found ſuch a weakneſs in the fore Finger of his 


right hand, that when it was nummy'd and con- 


tracted with cold, he could hardly hold his Pen 
with the help of a Horn Ring. He complain'd 


likewiſe of a pain in his Bladder, which ceas'd ' 


upon his voiding {mall quantites of Grayel with 
his Urine. 

81. He had ſeveral, and thoſe deſperate Fits 
of ſickneſs, more eſpecially after his Conqueſt 
of Cantabria, at what time his Liver being vitt- 
ated with Diſtillations, he was reduc'd to a very 
deſperate Condition, and forc'd to undergo a 
quite contrary and dangerous method of Cure : 
For finding that hot Fomentations nothing a- 
vaild, by the preſcription of Antonizs Muſa, 
he made uſe of cold, and recover'd. He was 
alſo ſubje&t to other annual Diſtempers that 
{ciz'd him at certain Seaſons : For upon the 
approach of his Birth day, he was for the molt 
part very weak and out of order : at the begin- 
ning of ſpring he was troubled with the Spleen ; 
and when the Southern Winds blew, with a 
Ituffing in his Head ; by which means his Bo- 
dy being ſhatter'd and diſcompos'd, he could 
nor well endure the Extrennties cither oi cold. 
or heat. 

$2. In the Winter to defend himſelf from the 
©old he wore no leſs than four Tunicks, with 
a Gown very thick, a Flannel Stomacher upon 
his Breaſt, with Woollen Rollers ahout his 
Thighs and Legs. In the Summer, he lay with 
his Chamber Doors open, and fometimes un- 
der a Penthouſe, with Water-works bubling up 
round about him, and ſome body ſtanding by 
L 3 {0 
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to fan him. Not being able to endure ſo much 
as the Winter Sun : he never walk'd out into 
the Air when he was at home, but with a broad 
brimm'd Hat upon his Head. He travelPd in 
his Litter, and tor the moſt part in the Night 

time, and but very ſhort Journeys, 10 


* Which is ſomewhat that he would be * two days going to 
more than twelve Miles Pygyefte or Tibur;tho if he could go by 


a day; for Praneſte, 
now Paleſtirina, 1s nt a- 


Sea he never card to travelby Land. 


bove 24 Miles, and But if his Infirmities were 1o great, 
Tibur, now Tivoli, =ot his particular care of himſelf wasno 
above 16 Miles from Jef; refraining more eſpecially from 


Rome, 


T Now 
Bagni d1 
Tivoli. 


Bathing, as not proper forhim. How- 
ever he was frequently anointed ; and when he 
{weat, 1t was in a Stove; after which, he was 
waſh'd with Water warm'd over the Fire, or 
elſe by the heat of the Sun. But when for the 
ſtrengthning of his Nerves he was forc'd to make 
uſe of Sea Brine, or the Sulphury Waters of 
t Albulz,he thought it ſufficient to ſit in a Wood- 
den Chair, which he calPd by a Spaniſh Name 
Dureta, and 1o toplunge ſometimes one Hand, 
ſomerimes the other down to his Feet by 
Turns. 

$3. After his Civil Wars were at an end, he 
gave over his Military Exerciſes of riding and 
handling his Arms in the Field of Mars; and 
betook himſelf to Tennis or Stool-Ball in lieu 
of them : ſoon after he did nothing bur ride in 
his Chariot and walk; yet not fo, but that 
when he had driven as tar as he intended, he 
would alight, and run jumping and skipping 
fuch a leagth as he caought convenient, wrapt 
up in a kind ot Linaen Sheet, or elſe in a Blan- 
ket. For the Recreation of his Mind, he 
would tometimes angle by the River fide L at 
One 
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other times he would play at Dice, Cockall,. 


and at Cobnut with litcle Children, which he 
caus'd to be ſought for the moſt lovely and 
graceful for their Faces, and pratling Tongues, 
to be his Play-fellows, eſpeciall Afoores and Sy- 
rians : but as for Dwarfes, and ſuch as were any 
way crooked, miſhapen or disfigur'd, he alto- 
gether abhor'd them, as the ſport of Nature 
and Ominous. 

84. From his Childhood he apply'd himſelf 
with great labour and induſtry to the Study of 
Eloquence and the Liberal Arts. During the 
Warof Modena, notwithſtanding the weight of 
Buſineſs that was upon him, he is ſaid to have 
wrote, read, and declaim'd every day. After 
that, he never ſpoke in the Senate, tothe Peo- 
ple or the Soldiers, but what was premeditated 
and compos'd before hand ; tho? he never was 
unfurniſh'd at any time to ſpeak extempore up- 
on any occation. Moreover left his Memory 
ſhould fail or he ſpend too much time in get- 
ting his Speeches by hearr, he brought up a Cu- 
{tom to read within Book whatever he had to 
ſay. His private Diſcourſes with his particular 
Friends, even with L:wv:a her ſelf, if the Occaſion 
were very ſerious, he always put down in wri- 
ting and ſpoke out of his Table Book, for tear 
he ſhould 1peak either too much or too little ex- 
tempore. His pronunciation was very graCe- 
tul, and the tone of his Voice molt pleaſing ; 
beſides that he had a Maſter to teach him the 
Management of Speech. But ſometimes when 
he was troubVd with any Rheum or hoarſeneſs, 
the Publick Crier read his Oration by his Qr- 
der to the People. 
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$5. He compos'd ſeveral Treatiſes upon va- 
rious Subjects in Proſe, of which he rehears'd 
ſome at an Aſſembly of his familiar Friends, as 
it had been before a publick Auditory ; as hz 
Anſwer to Brutus concerning Cato. Of which 
Volumes, after he had read the greateſt part in 
his declining years, being at length grown 
weary with reading, he deliver'd the Remain- 
der to Tiberizs, for him to recite. He alſo 
wrote Exhortations to Philoſophy, and ſome Commen- 
taries concerning his own Life, in Thirteen Books, 
as far as the Cantabrian War, but no farther. 
With Poetry he did but ſuperficially concern 
himſelf; yet there is extant one Poem by him 
written in Hexameter Verſe, of which the Ti- 
tle and Subject is S:cilia. There is alſo extant 
another Book of Epigrams, much about the 
lame bigneſs, which he compos'd for the moſt 
part when he was bathing himſelf. Having 
begun a Tragedy in a very lofty ſtrain and find- 
ing he could not go on in the ſame Stile, he ex- 
pung'd what he had written. Upon which his 
Friends asking him, What Ajax was a doing ? he 
made anſwer,That * Ajax had fallen upon a Spunge. 

56. He obferv*'d .an Elegant and eafie Stile, 
avoiding impertinence and incongruity in his 
Sentences, and the Toiſommneſs, as he calls ic, of 
obſolete and difficult Words ; and he made it 
his chief care to expreſs his meaning as plainly 
as he could. Which that he might the more 
eaſily do, and neither detain nor confound his 
Reader, he never {crupld to add prepoſitions 
to Words, or to make frequent repetitions of 
Conjunctions, which being omitted obſcure the 
Dilcourſe, though they contribute Ornament to 
che Stile, Thoſe that aifeted bombaſt Lan- 

guage, 
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Evage, and ſuch as pleas'd themſelves with an- 
tiquated Words that few underſtood, he equally 
contemn'd. More eſpecially ſometimes he 
laugh'd at his Friend Mecenas, whom he perſe- 
cutes for his wvesCezyas cancimmos, or Curles be- 
ſmear'd with pretious Unguents, and many times 
imitated his Exprefſions to make himſelf ſport. 
Nor would he {5are Tiberizs hunting after ob- 
ſcure and obſolete Phraſes. M. Antonins allo he 
reprehended ior a Mad-man, as one who 
wrote rather to be admir'd than underſtood. 
Then drolling upon his bad and inconſtant 
Judgement in the choice of his Stile, he adds 
this farther : And are you ſrill in doubt whether 
Cimber Annius, or Veranius Flaccus are proper for 
nour Imitation 2 Or whether it may be lawful for you 
to make uſe of the words which C. Saluſtius bas /e- 
lefted out of Cato's Origenes ? Or rather whether 
wolubility of Words be to be tranſlated imto our 
Language from the empty Sentences of the Allatick 
Orators? And in a certain Epiſtle commend- 
ing the Wit of his Grand-daughter Agrippins ; 
But it is requiſite, ſays he, for thee to take care of 
being troubleſom and impertinent either in writing or 
ſpeaking. "Phat he made uſe of ſome Exprefii. 
ons frequently and remarkably in his daily Dil- 


courſe, is apparent by his Letters under his own 7 5, 


hand ; wherein when he hinted at ſome that 


would never pay their Debts, *ewas uſual for 14+ c- 
him to ſay, they would pay in the Grecian ro who 
Kalends, When he exhorted any Perſon to 9s Jo ex- 


be content with his preſent Condition, what- 


ever it were, he was wont to ſay, Let ws be con- ,,; jo cnn 
tent with this * Cato. And to expreſs the ſwift- rent with 


nels and expedition wherewith any Action was ſ«c> 4 one 


perfornd, he would ſay, *725 done before you : 
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could boile a hundred of Sparagms.He frequently us'd 
the word Bateolum for a Eool ; and Pulleiaceum 
for Pulls a Colt : For Ceritas, Vacerroſus ; Va- 
pide ſe habere inſtead of Male : Betiſſare tor Lan- 
guere, commonly expreſt by the Word Lachanif- 
{are : Alſo Simns for Sumus; anda Domos in the 
Genitive Cale ſingular for Dow. Nor did he 
ever alter his Pronunciation of the two laſt 
Words, leſt ic ſhould be thought rather a fault 
in him than a Cuſtom. TI have alſo taken par- 
ticular notice of one thing in his Hand-writing, 
that he never divided his Words, nor brought 
the redundant Letters from the ead of the one 
Line into the next, but ſet them down underneath 
in a kind of a * Parentheſis, For Example, 

Nos, . mi Tiberi, Quinquatrits ſatis, jur 

(cunde 

Egimus 

$8. He never was over Curious in the ob- 
ſervation of his Orthography, according to 
the Method and Rules of the Grammarzians, 
but ſeem'd rather to be of their Opinion, who 
believe that Men ought to write as they ſpeak. 
For his frequent Tranſpoſition or Omiftion 
not only of Letters but of Syllables alſo, is a 
common miſtake amongſt moſt Men : Nor 
ſhould T have taken notice of it, but that it 
ſeems ſtrange to me what ſome have reported, 
that he appointed a Succeſſour to a Conlular 
Lieutenant, whom. he lookt upon as an illiterate 
and ignorant Perfon, becauſe he found written 
under his hand Ix inſtead of 79/7. When he 
had a mind to write in Characters, he put b for 
a; c for b; andſo forward to the end of the 
Alphabet, and for z double a. 

89. Nor was he leſs ſtudioufly addicted to the 


Gracan 
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Grecian Learning, wherein he arriv*d to a very 
conſiderable perfection, having for his Maſter 
in Rhetorick Apollodors Pergamenns, whom in his 
old Age, when he was himſelt but yet a Youth, 
he carry*d along with him irom the City to Apol- 
Ionia. Afterwards well freighted with the various 
Learning of Spherzs, he enter'd into an Intimate 
Society with Arexs the Philoſopher, and his two 
Sons Dionyſims and Nicanor : Yet not ſo, as that 
he durſt preſume to ſpeak or compole any thing 
in the Greek Language readily. For what the 
occaſion requir'd he ſet down in Latin, and 
gave it to another to be tranſlated. And as 
he was a lover of Poetry in general, ſo was he 
greatly delighted with the ancient Comedies, 
which he often caus'd to be acted at his Publick 
Shews. In his reading the Authors of both 
Languages, his chiefeſt Obſervation was, what 
Precepts and Examples he could colle&, as 
well for private as publick uſe; all which he 
wrote out word for word, and ſent them ei- 
ther to his Domeſtick Servants, to his Generals 
or Governours of Provinces, or to the City Ma- 
giſtrates, as he thought they ſeverally wanted 
Inſtruction. Sometimes alſo he recited whole 
Books to the Senate, and publiſh'd them by E- 
dit among the People; as the Orations of 
Q. Metellns, concerning the increaſe of Off-ſpring 3 
and thoſe of Rutilizrs, of the Method of Building + 
Thereby to convince the Romans, that he was 
not the firſt that offer d thoſe things to their 
Conſideration, but that their Forefathers had 
had the ſame deſign. The Wits of the Age he 
cheriſh'd and encouraged all manner of ways. 
Such as recited their works he both curteouſly 
and patiently heard, whether Poems or Hiſto- 
| ries, 
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Ties, whether Orations or Dialogues. But he 
was offended to have any thing compos'd of 
himſelf, unleſs it were very ſerious, and by the 
moſt famous for Learning and Judgment. And 
he fore-warn'd the Prxtors not to ſuffer his 
Name to be made common in the uſual Emu- 
lations of the Poets. 

90. As for his Religion we find theſe Cha- 
racters given of him. Thunder and Lightning 
he dreaded 1ſo puſillanimouſly, that for his 1ſe- 
curity he always carry*d a Seal Skin along with 
him wherever he went; and upon the leaſt 
apprehenſion of a Thundring Tempeſt he be- 
took himſelf preſently to ſome Cellar or Arch- 
ed Vault, having been formerly terrift'd with a 
Flaſh of Lightning as he travelPd in the Night. 

91. He never neglected his own nor the 
Dreams of any other concerning himſelf : 
therefore at the Battel of Philippi, though he 
had refolv'd not to ſtir out of his Tent by rea- 
fon of his Illneſs; nevertheleſs upon one of 
his Friends telling him his Dream he went 
torth, and it fell out luckily for him ; for his 
Camp heing taken by the Enemy they tell up- 
on his Bed, and as if he had been lying in it 
they run their Swords through it, and cut it to 
pieces. All the Spring time he was troubPd 
with many and terrible-V iſions, but vain and 
frivolous ; all the reſt of the year he ſaw fewer, 
but more pertinent. It being his Cuſtom fre- 
quently to viſit the Temple Conſecrated in the 
Capitol to Fapiter the Thunderer,he dreamthow 
Jupiter Cayitolinus complain'd that his Adorers 
were ſeduc'd away from him ; to which he an- 
iwerd, That be had placd the Thunderer by him 
to be his Porter : And upon this he caus'd a great 

| number 
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number of lictle Bells to be hung up round the 
top of the Temple, in regard it was the Cu- 
ſtom to hang up Bells over the Portals of great 
Mens Houſes. By the Admomition of a No- 
&urnal Viſion alſo, he was wont every year 
upon a certain day, to beg an * Alms of the * Foy 4r- 
People, holding forth the Hollow of his Hand _— of 
to receive their ſingle Money. +a" . 

92. Some certain Auguries taken from the ; 
flight and chattering of Birds, and ſome fort of 
Omens he took to be infallible. For Example, 
if his Shooes were given him wrong in the Morn- 
ing,or that he chanc'd toput on the Right Shooe 
for the Left, this he counted molt direly Omi- 
nous. If it happen'd to mizzle upon his taking 
a long Voyage by Sea, or a long Journey by 
Land, that he lookt upon as a happy Omen of 
a ſpeedy and proſperous Return. But Prodigies 
terrifd him more than any thing ; for obſer- 
ving a Palm-tree to grow torth from between 
the cloſures of the Stones in the fore part of his 
Houſe, he order'd it to be tranſplanted under 
the Penthouſe where ſtood his Houſhold Gods, 
and took great care to have it grow in the ſame 
place. He was ſo overjoy'd to hear that the 
Boughs of an old Elm, that hung down to the 
Ground, and were almoſt dead, reviv'd upon 
his coming to the Iſland of Capree, that he ex- 
chang'd it with the Neapolitan Republick, for 
that of | Anaria. He was fo ſuperſtitious an + nw 
Obſerver of fome days, that he would never Iſchia. 
undertake any Journey the next day afrer the 
Nundine, or begin any ſerious Buſineſs upon 
the Nozxes of a Month ; for no other Reaſon, as 
he wrote to Tiberizs, but to avoid the ill Report 
of unluckinels that lyes upon the Name. 
: 93. AS 
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92. As to what concern'd Foreign Ceremo- 
nies, as he was a moſt exact obſerver of thoſe 
which were ancient and by Law enjoyn'd, fo 
he contem'd and lighted all the reſt. For be- 
ing initiated at Athens, when afterwards at Rome 
he took Cognizance of the Priviledge of the 
Prieſts of Attic Ceres, at what time fome more 
ſecret Myſteries were propounded, diſmifling 
the Council and the croud of Byſtanders, he 
alone heard the Contenders on both ſides. On 
the other ſide in his Progreſs over egypt, he 
not only forbore to ride never fo lictle out of 
his way to viſit the Temple of Apx, but com- 
mended his Nephew Cazzs, for that he in his 
March through Fu4za, had not ſtopt to make 

any Supplications at Feruſalem. 
94. And becauſe we are now upon this Sub- 
ject, it will not be amiſs to interweave thoſe 
Omens that toreboded his future Grandeur and 
perpetual Felicity, not only before he was 
born, but upon the very Day of his Nativity 
* Now Ve. and 1ſo forward. AtF Velirz, part of the Wall 
lerrt, 29 being thrown down by Lightning'from Heaven, 
99.9 pa and the Conſulted Oracle having thereupon re- 

OMe HKN- *»1 C . o . 

der the Ju- £urn'd for anſwer, that a Native of that City 
riſdition of ſhould one day Govern the World, the Vel:- 
the Pope, trines 1n confidence of this Propheſie, not only 
and * 3 then, but ſeveral times afterwards, obſtinately 
Pep *  engag'd in various Wars with the People of 
| Rome, almoſt to their utter Ruin ; but at length, 
and when it was almoſt too late, they found by 
woful experience, that the Prodigy portended 
only the Power of Auguſtin. Fulins Marathus 
allo relates, that fome tew Months before he 
was born, there happen'd a publick Prodigy at 
Reme , by which it was denounc'd that 
* Nature 
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* Nature her ſelf was at that time - _ w_ have 
Big with a Prince of the Roman Peo- |; ray ” Chit, - 
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ple. Witch which the Senate being 7,,4 of the whole 
cerrified made a Decree, that no World, 
Male Infant born that year ſhould be 
reſerv'd for Education ; and that thereupon, 
ſach Perſons whoſe Wives were with Child ar 
the ſame time, and apply'd the Propheſie every 
one to their own IHlue, took care that the Pro- 
pheſie ſhould not be regiſter'd in the publick 
Treaſury. I read in the Writings of 4/clepias 
concerning the Gods that were Worſhip'd at 
i Mendes, That Aria, coming at Midnight + 4 City of 
to the Solemnities perforn'd in honour of #gypt, 
Apollo, and bringing her Litter into the Tem- #%7e A- 
ple, while the reſt of the Matrons only flum- No fhig'd, 
ber'd, tell into a profound fleep ; at what time as Plu- 
a Dragon of a ſudden crept to her Couch, and tarchteſti- 
preſently return'd again; upon which awaking #5 #n his 
as it were from the Embraces of her Husbang + 
ſhe purifi'd her ſelf; and immediately ſhe tound 
a Mole in her body re{mbling the Picture of a 
Dragon, which becauſe it could never be gat. 
out, ſhe ever afterwards abſtain'd from going 
into the publickx Baths, That Anguſtws was 
born in the Tenth Month atcer this accident, 
and for that Reaſon thought to be the Son of 
Apollo. The ſame A4tia, before the was broughe 
to bed, had a Dream that her Bowels were 
carry'd up to the Stars, and expanded through 
the whole Circuit of the Earch and Skies. His 
Father OFavizs allo dreamt that a Beam of the 
Sun ſhot forth Atia's Womb. Upon the day that 
he was born, the Senate being met in deep 
Conſultation about Cat:/ine's Conflpiracy, and 
OfFavins coming late by reaſon of his Wives 

i being 
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being in Labour, it is a thing commonly known 
and without diſpute, that P. Nigidizs under- 
ſtanding the cauſe of his delay, ſo ſoon as he 
had learnt che Hour of the Ladies Delivery, at- 
firnid that the Lord of the Earth was born. 
Afterwards when Ogawvirs led his Army 
through the Solitudes of Zhrace, and ina Grove 
Conſccrated to Father Bacchns, Conſulted the 
Oracle after the manner of the Barbarians, the 
ſame thing was affirm'd by the Prieſts ; 'at what 
time when the Wine was pour'd forth upon the 
Altars, there burſt out ſuch a prodigious Flame, 
that not only blaz'd up above the top of the 
Temple, but was carry'd to the very Heaven 
it ſelf. A Portent like to which never ſhew'd 
it felf to any Perſon in the World before, but 
only to Alexander the Great Sacrificing at the 
ſame Altars. And the next night he thought 
he ſaw his Son in Stature. above human Form, 
with Thunder-bolts, a Scepter, and the Spoils of 
TFupiter, Crown'd with 2 Glory of Beams, and 
ſitting in a Triumphant Chariot, drawn by fix 
Horles of an extraordinary Whiteneſs. While 
he was yet an Infant, as the Writing teſtifies 
yet extant with C. Dra/as, being in the Even- 
ing lay'd by his Nurſe to ſleep in his Cradle, 
the next morning he was mifling, till after 
long ſearch he was found ina very high Tower, 
lying juſt againſt the Sun-riſe. When he begun 
firit co ſpeak, he commanded the Frogs, which 
accidentally made a noiſe in his Hereditary 
Meads in the Suburbs, to be ſilent ; ſince which 
time the Frogs were never heard to Croak in 
thoſe Grounds. About four Miles from the Ci- 
ty in the Rode to Campania, of a ſudden an 
Eagle ſnatch'd a piece of Bread out of his 

Hand, 
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Hand, and ſoaring to a vaſt hight, as unex- 
pectedly and gently {tooping reſtor*d it him a- 
gain. ©. Catulus after the Confſecration of the 
Capitol dreamt for two Nights together ; the 
firſt Night, that Jupiter among ſeveral young 
Children that were playing about the Altar, 
cull'd out one, and put into his Boſom the Sig- 
net of the Commonwealth which he carry'd 
in his hand. The next Night, that he ob- 
ſerv'd the ſame Child in the Lap of Fupiter 
Capitdline ; whom when he commanded to be 
taken away, he was admoniſh'd by the Deity 
tolet him alone, as one that was bred up for 
the ſafeguard of the Commonweal. And 
the day following meeting Auguſtzs, at that 
time unknown to him, and beholding him with 
aſtoniſhment, he affirm'd him to reſemble the 
Child of whom he had dreame. Some there 
are who relate the firſt Dream of Catal after 
another manner, as if Fa2ter upon the requeſt 
of ſeveral Children to chooſe them a Tutor, 
ſhould ſhew them one of their number, to 
whom all their defires and wiſhes ſhould tend ; 
and ſo ſaying, after he had itretch'd forth his 
Hand for the Child to kiſs, he lay'd the kils'd 
Hand to his own Lips. Cicero following Czſar 
into the Capitol, related co his Acquaintance 
by the way a dream that he had had the nighe 
before, That he faw a Child of a lovely Coun- 
tenance, which was ſent from Heaven, with a 
Golden Chain ſtanding at the Door of the 
Capitol, to whom Fupiter deliver'd a Whip ; 
aſter which of a ſudden beholding Auguſtas, 
whom Czar had ſent for to the Sacrifice, as yet 
unknown to moſt, he affirm'd him to be the 
Child, whoſe likeneſs had appear'd to him = 
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his ſleep. When he firſt put on the Gown of 
Manhood, his Tanick with broad Purple Studs, 
being unbutton'd on both ſides, fell down to his 
Feet, which ſome interpreted to ſignifie, that 
the Order, of which that Garment was only 
a Badge, ſhould one day be in ſubje&tion to 
him. Another time, when Fulizs had made 
choice of a Place to encamp his Army neer 
Munda, while his Men were cutting down a 
Wood, he commanded a Palm Tree that was 
found among the reſt, to be left ſtanding as an 
Omen of Victory. From this Tree immediate- 
ly there ſprung up a young Shoot, which in a 
tew days grew ſo faſt, as not only to equal, 
but to overſhadow it, and to be frequented with 
Doves that built their Neſts in the Branches, 
though they are a ſort of Birds that generally 
ſhun a hard and prickly Leaf. And they re- 
port,that Ceſar chiefly mov*d with that Portent, 
reſolv'd that no other Perſon ſhould ſucceed 
him but his Siſters Nephew. In his Retire- 
ment to Apollonia, he was perſwaded to walk 
up accompany*d by 4grippa into the Study of 
Theogenes the Mathematician, at the top of his 
Houſe : At what time when great and almoſt 
incredible things were foretold in favour of 
Agrippa, who was the firſt that conſulted his 
Fortune, he abſolutely refus'd to diſcover his 
own Nativity, out of fear and ſhame leſt he 
ſhould be found the meaner of the two ; but at 
length after great Importunity, with great dit- 
ficulty and after a long delay, being prevail'd _ 
with to make it known, Theogenes leap'd out of 
his Chair and ador'd him. Soon after Augu- 
ſtas became ſo confident of his Fate, that he 
diyulg'd the Poſition of the Stars at his Nativi- 
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ty, atid Coin'd Silver Money with the Impreſl- 
ſion of Capricorn, under which Conſtellation he 
was born. 

95. After the Murder of Cz/ar, upon his re> 
turn from Apollonia, and his Entrance into the 
City, of a ſudden when the Skie was all ſe- 
rene and calm,a Circle reſembling the Rainbow 
ſurrounded the Orb of the Sun; and by and 
by the Monument of Fuliz, Cz/ar's Daughter, 
was ſtruck with Thunder. In his firſt Con- 
ſulſhip alſo, as he was fitting Candidate the 
Night before the EleQtion; in expea- 
tion of a * proſperous Augurie, 
ewelve Vulturs ſhew*d themſelves to 


ceſles were thereby portended. rous S1gnhs 

96, Moreover there was ſomething that fore- 
told him the Event of all his Wars. The For- 
ces of the Triumwirs being all randevouz'd to- 
gether at Bononia, an Eagle hovering over his 
Tent, perſecuted two Crows that flatter*'d too 
and tro, and made a vile noiſe in the ſame place, 
and at leggth ftrook them both to the Earth. 
Upon which the whole Army obferv'd, that 
there would be a Quarrel among the Collegues, 
ſuch a one as afterwards happen'd, and pre- 


brought bim News of his tuture Victory, upon 
the Relation of Tulizs Ce/ar, whole Refſem- 
blance had met him in a by Rode.Near Peru/iam, 

| ce 


* Candidates were ſaid 
to Conſult the Augury,; 


. | . | | hen the Wight before 
him, as formerly they did to Remu- ;;, Elefion they 51 


Ins, And as he was Sacrificing, the ger the open Skie with- 
Livers of all the Victims appear'd out the City, then pla- 
double within ſide from the lower- Fo OC "oy wi 
moſt fiber ; none of the molt Skilful fien'd for that purpoſe; 
Augurs otherwite conjecturing but 7%hey ſate till the Deiry 


that moſt Fortunate and great Suc- /ent+ them ſome proſpe- 
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the firſt Sacrifice not proving propitious, he had 
commanded the Victims to be multiply*d ; bur 
the Enemy making a ſudden Sally, took the 
whole Preparation for the Ceremony. Upon 
whichit was the Opinion of the Soothſayers,that 
what ever was denounc'd to be dangerous and 
unfortunate to the Sacrificer, would all light up- 
on tioſe who had the Entrails in pofleflion, 
and fo ic fell our. The day before he engag'd 
his Enemy in the Sicilian Sea, as he was walking 
upon the Shore, a Fiſh leap'd out of the Sea, 
and lay at his Feet. As he was going to Em- 
bark, and order his Navy for the Battel of 
Actium, a little Aſs and its Driver met lim ; 
the Drivers name was E#tychrs, or Fortunate, 
and the Aﬀle's Name Nien, or Victorious. 
Whereupon when he had vanquiſh'd his Ad- 
verſary, he ſet up a Brazen Statue of Both in 
the Temple which he built, in the place where 
he had Encamped his Army. 

97. His Death alſo, of which I am to ſpeak 
from henceforward, and his Divinity after 
death were foretold by moſt Evident Signs. 
One time that he was deſigning a Luſtration of 
the City in the _midiſt of a great Concourſe of 
People in the-Field of Aars, an Eagle flew 
round about him ſeveral times, and ſo gliding 
© the next Temple, lighted upon the Name of 
Azrippa, and fix'd his Claws upon the firlt Let- 
ter; which being by him obſerv'd, he com- 
manded his Colleague Trberizs to name the 
Vows and Prayers which cuſtomarily are to be 
made to theGods during the next Luſter. For 
though the Tables wherein the Vows and 
Prayers were written, were already prepar'd 
and ſign'd, he refus'd to undertake what he 


ſhould 
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ſhould not be able to perform. About the 
ſame time the firſt Letter of his Name dropt 
out of the Inſcription of his Stacue after a Clap 
of Thunder. The anſwer was, that he ſhould 
not live above a hunder'd days, the Letter C 
being the Character of that Number : How- 
ever that he ſhould be tranſlated into the num- 
ber of the Gods, in regard that «jar, which 
was the remaining part of Ceſar, in the He- 
trarian Tanguage fignifid a King. Being 
therefore about to fend Tiberizs into Illyricum, 
and reſolving to accompany him as far as Bene- 
ventum, finding himſelf ftopp'd by crouds of 
Sollicitors that befought him to diſpatch their 
Cauſes before he went, he cry*d out, and it 
was number'd among the ill Omens that at- 
tended him, That though all the buſineſs in the 
World ftay'd for him, he would never ſee Rome 
more. And fo ſetting forward, he rode dire- 
ly to Aſftura; and thence by Reaſon of the bad 
Air he poſted away the ſame Night, contrary 
to his Cuſtom of ſlow Travelling. 

98. The cauſe of his diſeaſe proceeded from 2 
Looſeneſs.: Then viſiting the Shore of Campa- 
2ia and the neighbouring . Klands, he reſted 
four days at Caprez, abandoning himſelf to lei- 


ſure and all manner-of chearfulneſs and*Aﬀabi- 


lity. Ar what time accidentally happening to 
ride along the Bay of Puteo!;, the Freighters 
and Mariners of a Veſſel of Alexandria, that 
was but juſt as it were arriv'd in Port, clad in 
white Veſtments, with Garlands upon their 
Heads, and Offering Frankincenſe loaded him 
with proſperous Wiſhes and high Applauſcs, 
crying out, That by bim they liv/d, by him they 
ſay{d, by bim they enjoy d their Liberty and ther 

M 2 Fortunes. 
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Ertuness Which accident chear'd and reviv'd 
his Spirits in ſuch a manner, that he divided 
Four hunder'd Crowns in Gold among his At- 
tendants ; withal requiring an Oath and Secu- 
nty from every particular-Perſon, that the ſum 
{o beſtow'd ſhould not be expended but in the 
purchaſe of the Wares of Alexandria. The reſt 
of the days which he ſpent in that place, he 
made a Giltribution of Coats and Cloaks over 
and above ; with this condition, that the Ro- 
ans ſhould make uſe of the Grecian, the Gre- 
cians of the Roman both Habit and Speech. He 
was alſo very diligent in beholding the Exerci- 
{es of the Youth under Fourteen years of age, 
of which there was yet remaining at Caprez a 
good number, according to the ancient Inftt- 
tution. He alſo beſtow'd a Banquet upon them 
in his Preſence, with Liberty of raillery and 
jeaſting permitted or rather exacted, and of 
| ſerambling for Apples and Victuals, and other 
things uſually ſent from the Table by the Gueſts 
to their abſent Friends : in ſhort, he refrain'd 
from no ſort of Sport and Jocundry. He call'd 
the Iſland adjoyning to Caprez Amezmnir, a 
City abandon'd to Idleneſs, by reaton of the 
floath of thoſe that retir'd thither out 


* Augaſtus purchas'd 
the Ijland of Caprez 
from the Neopolitans, 
ard reſolving to reple- 
nifh it with Inhabitants, 
emplo}'d Maſgabas one 
of his choiceſt Friends 
to manage that buſineſs, 
for which reaſonyhe calls 
| him in jeaſt the Buil- 
d:r 0 the Iſland. 


of his Train. Moreover he was wont 
to call * Maſgabas, one of his beloved 
Friends Ki5s or the Builder, as if he 
had been Builder of the Hand, And 
obſerving from his Dining Room 
Window a great refort of People to 
the Tomb of this ſame Majgabas, 
and many Lamps flaming upon his 
Monument, he utter'd aloud this 
Verſc exrempore. 
| K7iSs 
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All in a Flame 1 ſee the Builders Tomb. 


And then turning to Thraſyilzs the Companion 
of Tiberins, lying at the 'Table right over againſt 
him, and ignorant of his meaning, he ask'd 
him, What Poet he thought made that Verſe ? 
Upon which perceiving 7hraſy/s at a Nonplas, 
he added another, 
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Doſt thou not ſee the lighted Tapers blaze 
In honour of entombed Maſgabas ? 


And then ask'd him again, whom he thoughe 
to be the Author of that? To which when 
Thraſyllss made no other anſwer then only this, 
That whoever was the Author, they were both 
the. beſt that ever. were ; the Emperor burſt out 
into a loud laughter,and all diffolv'd himſelf into 
the freedom of quaint merriment. Afﬀerwards 
he croſs'd over to Naples, tho* then his Bowels 
were weak through the various working of the 
Diſtemper ; nevercheleſs he was preſent at the 
Ouinquennial wreſtling Games, which were In- 
{titured to his Honour ; and thence accompa- 
ny'd Tiberizrs to the Place appointed. Bur in 
his return, perceiving the Diſtemper grow up- 
on him, at length he betook himſelf to his Bed 
at Nola ; whither he recall'd 7;berizs from his 
Journey, and detain'd him long by his Bed-ſide 
in private Diſcourſe, neither after that did he 
apply his Mind to any buſineſs of Momenc. 
The laſt day often enquiring whether there 
were any diſturbance abroad among the Pzo- 
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ple inquiſitive after his Life or Death, he calld 
for a Looking glaſs, and order'd his Hair to be 
comb'd,and his falling Jaws to be decently com- 
pos'd. And then asking his Friends that were 
admitted, Whether it did not ſeem to them that he 
had properly ated the Mimic of Life, he added this 
little Clauſe, , 
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Speftaters clap your hands, and with a ſound 
Of joy all Feet together beat upon the Ground. 


Then diſmiſſing all the Company, while he 
was enquiring of thoſe that came from the Ci- 
ty, in what Condition the Daughter of Druſzs 
was, who then lay ſick, of a ſudden in the midſt 
of Livia's Kifles, and with theſe Words in his 
Mouth he expir'd, Live. Livia mindful of cur 
WWedlock, and farewell; making an eaſfie Exit, 
and ſuch a one as always he defir'd. For ge- 
nerally, when ever he heard of any one that 


dy'd quickly and without any tormenr, he 


would earneſtly wiſh both for himtelt and his, 
the fame eaſis way of dying, which he call'd 
Euthanaſia. 

\ Too. Nor could he be ſaid to have ſhew'd 
any more than one only ſign of any Delirium 
or depravation of his Senſes, and that was, 
when ſuddenly ſtarting out of his fleep, che com- 
plain'd that he was cary'd away by forty young 
Men. Which indeed was rather a Preſage than 
a defe& of Senſe, in regard that the ſame 
number of Pretorian Soldiers bore him upon 
their Shoulders when firſt carry'd out of his 
Houſe to his Funeral. He dy'd in the ſame 
Bed wherein his Father Ofavizs expir'd : Sextws 
_ —_—_ | > | Pompere; 
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Pompeins and S. Appulcizs being Conſuls, the 
Fourteenth of the Kalends of September, the 
Ninth hour of the day, and in the Seventy 
ſixth year of his Age, wanting five and thir- 
ty days. His Body was carry'd by the chief 
Burgelles of the Municipal Towns and Colonies 
from Neta to Bowille ; and that chiefly in. the 
Night time, by reaſon of the Seaſon of the 
year; for which reaſon they reſted in the 
day time, and plac'd it either in the Town 
Houſes or largeſt of the Sacred Temples be- 
longing to the Burrough. Ar Bowills the Eque- 
ffrian Order took up the Corps, and having 


born it to the City, ſet ic down at the Porch 


of his own Houſe. 'The Senate at the ſame 
time, both for the ſetting forth the Pomp of 
the Funeral, as in ſeeking which way to Eter- 
niſe his Memory, ſtrove to ov: vie oi another 
with that eager ſtudy and dii;gence, that a- 
mong many other things ſome propounded, 
that the Funeral ſhould proceed in Stare through 
the Triumphal Gate, the Statue of Vi&ory be- 
ing Carry 'd before, which ſtands in ths 7uliar 
Court, while all the Noblemens Children of 
both Sexes ſang the Dirges. Others, thas upon 
the day when che Obſequies -were periornv'd, 
the Nobility and Gentry ſhould lay atide their 
Gold-Rings, and put on others of lron : Some, 
that the deceaſed Emperors Bones thouid be 
gather'd together by the Prieſts of the Chief 
Colledges. One there was, who would have 
perſwaded the Senate to have alter'd the Names 
of the Months, and that Azgy/t ſhould be call'd 
September ; becauſe that in September Auguis 
was born, but dy'd in A4uguſt. Another, that 
21l the time from the Birth of the Emperor to 
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his deceaſe, fhould be call'd the Auguſ# A4ge, 
and ſo be recorded in the Faſti, But after a 
mitigation of theſe Honours, ewo Declamati- 
ons were made in his Praiſe ; the firſt before 
the Temple of Fulins by Tiberizs ; the ſecond 
before the new Roſtra, calld Roſftra ſub Veteribus, 
by Dra/us, the Son of Tiberius, and fo born up- 
on the Shoulders of Senators into the Field of 
A4ars, where he was burnt : Nor was there 
wanting a Perſon of Pretoria Order, who 
Iwore that he ſaw the Effigies of him that was 
burnt aſcending into Heaven. His Aſhes, or 
rather the remaining Particles of his Bones, 


| were gather'd together by the chief of the E- 


queſirian Order, in their cloſe Coats, ungirt and 
baretoot, and then depoſited in the Mauſoleum: 
Which Monument Anugufizs himiclf had rear'd 
in his ſixth Conſulſhip between the Faminian 
High-way,and the Bank of 7iber ; and had Pro- 
claim'd the Woods and Walks round about it 
co be tor the uſe of the People. 

Ion. His Laſt Will and "Feſtament was pro- 
duc'd by the Veſtal Virgins with whom ir was de- 
poſited, together with three other Rolls all ſeal'd 
upalike. Which Will he had made in the Con- 
{ulſhips of L.Plancns,and C.Silizs, the Third of the 
Nones of April,a Year and four Months before his 
death; of which there were two Copies writ- 
ten partly with his own hand,. partly by his two 
Freedmen Polybius and Hiarion : all which were 
open'd and read in the Senate. For his Heirs 
ne left in the firſt place Tiberizs, to whom he 


 bequeath'd a half, and a fixth part; then La, 


© whom he gave a third part, and order'd both 
to bear his own Name. - In the ſecond place, 
Pruſus the Son of Tiberius, his Heir of a third 
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part of his Goods ; and of the remaining parts 
Germanicus and his three Male Children. In 
the third Degree were ſeveral of his Kindred and 
Friends, to whom he bequeath'd ſeveral Lega- 
cies. To the People of Rome he lett Ten hun- 
derd thouſand Crowns : To the Tribes Eighty 
ſeven thouſand five hunderd Crowns : To the 
Coborts, of which there were four, a thouſand 
Pieces of Money each : To the City Coborts 
five hunder'd : To the Legionaries Three hun- 
der'd Piecesof Money. Which Sum he order'd 
to be preſently paid ; for that he had it by him 
in his Treaſury. The reſt of his Legacies he 
variouſly diftribured; ſome of which he 
brought down to Five hunder'd Crowns,andnot 
to be payd neither, till ſuch a time ; for which 
he pleaded the ſmallneſs of his Paternal Reve- 
nue ; proteſting withal that there would come 
no more to his Heirs than One and ewenty hun- 
der'd thouſand Crowns ; though the laſt ewen- 
ty years of his Reign he had receiv'd, as being 
left him by his Friends, no leſs than "Three hun- 
der'd and fifty hunder'd thouſand. All which to- 
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gcther with two Paternal Patrimonies, and his _ 


other Inheritances he had brought low by his ex- 
pences upon the Necetiities of the Common- 
wealth. As for the two Fal:i's, his Daughter 
and Neece, when ever they ſhould happen to 
ye, he forbid their being lay'd in his Sepul- 
chre. Of the three Rolls ſeal'd up as before 
mentior'd ; the firſt contain'd his Initrudtions 
and Orders in reference to his Funeral ; the o- 
ther a Catalogue of all the Exploits and Ar- 
chievments by him pertorm*d, which it was his 
deſire ſhould be engraven in Tables of Braſs, 
and ſet up before his Monument : The third 
; COmpruended 
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comprehended a brief account of the State of 
the whole Empire, what Forces there were in 
every Province ; what Money was in the Trea- 
ſury-; what was due by Confiſcations and For- 
feitures; and what Arrears of Tributes. To - 
which he added the Names of his Freedmen 
and Servants, who might defervedly be call'd 
to account for ſeveral Miſdemeanors and Ex- 
actions. 
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Done into Ergliſh by Mr. Hoy, Fellow 
of St. John's Coll. Oxoz. 
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H E Family of the Claudii amongſt The Family 
the Nobility (for there was ano- of the 
ther of that Name among the Com Claudi, 
2100s no leſs conſiderable, either 

tor Power or Worth) had its Original from Re- 

gillus, a Town belonging to the Sabines. Thence, 

at the inſtance of Titus Tatius, Co-partner in 

the Government with Romulus, they came with 

a great many Adherents and Dependencies to 

people Rowe then new built, - Or indeed, 

which ſeems better warranted, about fix years 

after the Expulſion of the Kings, they were by 

conſent of the Senate enrolled among the No- 

bility, Atta Claudius being then Head of the 

Family ; the Country 'on the other ſide the 4- 

7:en was given to his Followers, and a Burying* 

Place afligned to himſelf near the Capitol. Af- 

ter this in courſe of time, there were of this = 
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mily two and thirty Conſuls, five Di& ators, ic- 
ven Cenſors, ſeven who were honour'd with 
Triumphs, ana two with Orations. Being by 
this time ſubdivided or Cantoniz'd into 1everal 
Houfes, known by. Titles of Diſtin&tion, or 
Pranomina, and Sirnames, or Cognomina, they 
by conſent for the future, declar'd againſt the 
Preanomen Lucius; becauſe two of that Name 
had been convicted, one of Robbery, and the 
other of Murder. They afſfum'd amongit o- 
ther Sirnames, that of Nero, which in the S- 
bine Tongue, imports as much as Val:ans and 

Strong. | 
2. There are many extraordinary Services to 
the Paublique aſcribed to the Claudii in Hiſtory, 
and likewiſe many things to their Diſadvan- 
tage. To ſpeak only of the moſt memorable, 
Appius Ccus diſfiwaded the Alliance with King 
Pyrrhus, as a thing of dangerous conſequence. 
Claudius Caudex tranſporting the Army into $S:- 
cily, drove the Carthaginians thence. Claudius 
Nero intercepted Aſ/drubal on his Way from 
Spain with great Recruits, before Hannibal could 
come in to his Brothers Afiſtance. But then 
on the other hand, Claudius Appius Regillanus, 
one of the Ten Commithoners for the Office 
of Records, going about by force to reduce into 
Slavery a Virgin, who was a Gentlewoman 
born, for the Service of his Debauchery, by 
that means occation'd a fecond Breach between 
the Commons and the Nobility. Claudius Druſus 
iet up his own Statue with a Regal Crown up- 
on it, in the Town calld App: Forum ; think- 
ing by the ſtrength of his own Intereſt and 
Party, to get the Government of 1aly into his 
hands. Claudius Pulcher, betore an Engage- 
ment 
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ment in Sicily, when the Chickens, in the Dz- 
wination by Birds, refus'd their Meat, in con- 
tempt of all Religion, order'd them to be 
thrown into the Sea, that they might drink how- 
ever, ſince they would not eat. Being ſhamefully 
beat, the Senate requir'd him to nominate a 


Di&ator, and he propos'd Tycias his Serjeant or | 


Meſlenger, making a kind of Mackery again 
at the publique Calamity. So alfo ſeveral of 
their Women are to be met with in Hiſtory, 
on the like Accounts : For of this Family were 
the two famous Claudie ; ſhe that cleared the 
Veſlel laden with the Holy Furniture of Cybele, 
when it was ſtranded in the Shallows of T:ber, 
having firſt made ic the Condition of her 
Prayers to the Goddeſs, That it might be a Te- 
[timony to an unviolated Chaſtity : And the other 
that was unpeached by the People of, and con- 
demrn'd for a piece of Treaſon, till then, with- 
out Precedent, having been heard to wiſh 
when a Crowd of the Mobile made her Cha- 
riot wait, That her Brother Palcher were again 
living, to clear the Streets of Rome by the lols 
of another Fleet. Beſides this, it is very well 
known, that (P. Clodius only excepted, who 
ſutter'd himſelf co be adopted by a Perſon very 
much inferior to him, both in Years and Qua- 
liry, that he might procure the Baniſhment of 
Tully.) All the Claudii were ever the leading 
Men, and greateſt Sticklers for the Honour and 
Prerogative of the Nobility, and were ſo inve- 
terate and infolent toward the Populace, that 
not one Man of them, when liable to any Ca- 
pitol Puniſhment, would ever ſubmit to wear the 
Robe of Humility, or ſue for Pardon to the Peo- 
ple. Nay, ſome of them have gone ſo far in 

the 
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the heat of their Broils and Contention, to 
{trike the very Tribunes of the People : Even a 
Veſtal of the Family, whoſe Brother had pre- 
ſum'd to triumph . without the leave of the 
People, made no fſcruple to ger up into his 
Chariot, and rode with him to the Capzrol, thacr 
Tribunes might have no Power to oppole or crols 
him in his way. 


Tiberius of 9. From this Stock by both ſides was Tivcrius 


this Fam 
tbh. 


Czſar extracted ; by the Father from Tiberius 
Nero, by the Mother, from Appins Pulcher, both 
Sons of Appius Cecus. He was graffed allo in- 
to the Family of the Liviz, by rhe Adoption 
of his Grandfather on the Mothers ſide. This 
Family, though of Plebeian Original, was of 
very great Note, for it had been honour'd 
with cight Ceon/uls, two Cenſors, three Triumphs, 
as alſo a Di&fater and Maſter of the Horſe, and 
was famous for many eminent Perſonages, but 
chiefly Salinatcr, and the Druſs. Salinator in the 
Memorials of his Cenſorſhip impleaded all the 
Tribes of Unconſtancy, becauſe they had cho- 
ſen him a ſecond time Conſul, and then Cenſor ; 
having before, after his firſt Conſulſhip, ſet 2 
round Fine npon his Head. Druſus killing the 
Enemics General Drauſus hand to hand, gave 
the occation of a new Sir-vame to himſelf and 
his Poſterity. When he was Pro-prater, he is. 
ſaid to have brought the Gold out of France, 
which was given to the Senones in the Leaguer of 
the Capitol, and was falſly reported to have been 
recover'd then by Camillas. His great Grandſon 
tor ls ſingular Services againſt the Gracchz,called 
the Patrin of the Senate, left a Son, who in the like 
Diſorders, endeavouring an Accommodation, 
was treacherouſly aſlaflin'd by the contrary Fa- 
6t10N. 4. The 
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4. The Father of Tiberins was Treaſurer un- Of his Fas 

der C. Ce/ar, and Admiral in the Alexandrian **r- 
Expedition, wherein his Conduct contributed 
very much toward the obtaining the Victory, 
In confideration of which Action, he was crea- 
| ted Pontifex in the room of P. Scipio, and ſent 
into France to plant Colonies in Narbo and Are- 
late. But atter the Murder of Cz/ar, when it 
was concluded that an 4& of Oblivicn ſhould 
paſs to prevent Commorions, he offer*'d allo to 
their Contideration the Rewards which were u- 
ſually order'd to the Killers of Thrants, After 
this, being Pretor, about tne end of the Year, 
when a Breach happen'd among the Triumwvirz, 
he continu*d in Office beyond the time by Law 
prefixt, and follow'd L. Antonius the Triumvir's 
Brother into Spain. And when others fſurren- 
dred themſelves upon Conditions, he only ſtood 
out, making his Eſcape firſt to Preneſte, and 
then to Naples; where offering Freedom to ſuch 
Slaves as would come in YVolontiers, without Suc- 
cels, he retreated thence into Szc:ily. But being 
diſtaſted that he was not readily admitted to 
the Preſence of Sex: Pompeins, and forbid to ute 
the Faſces, he paſſed over into Achaia to M. 
Antony; with whom, when the Difference was 
reconciPd, he return'd to Rowe, and at the Re- 
quelit of .4#g4ſfus, made over to him his Wife 
Livia Dru/illa, then great with Child, who had 
allo before had another Son by him. Not 
long after this he died, leaving two Sons, 7:bt- 
r#s Nero, and Nero Druſms behind him. 

5- Some have been of Opinion that Tz:berins The Place 
was born at Fmmdi, on a fooliſh Conceit, be- and Time 
cauſe his Grand-Mother by the Mothers ſide y = 
was 2 Native of that Place; and a while atter, 


by 
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by Order of Senate, a Statue of Felicity was 
erected there. But moſt, and thoſe too of beſt 
Authority, deliver, he was born at Rowe in the 
Palace, on the ſixteenth day of November, Ad. 
e/Emilins Lepidizs, the ſecond time, and L. Mu- 
nacins Plancus exerciting the Conſular Office, at- 
ter the famous Battel at Ph:lipp: This is found 
enter'd in the Calendars and Publique Regiſters ;; 
tho” there are fome will needs have him born in 
the fotegoing Year, under Hirtius and Panſa, 
and others, the Year following, in the Conful- 
ſhip of Servilins I[auricas and Antony. 

6. His Infancy and Childhood were ſubje- 
ed to great Hazards and Dfhiculties ; . for he 
was the Companion of his Parents all along 
their dangerous Flight. Art Naples, as they 
were going privately on Shipboard, while the 
Enemy was entring the Town, his frowardneſs 
had twice like to have diſcover'd them ; once 
being taken from the Nurſes Breaſt, another 
time, haſtily from his Mother, to eaſe the Wo- 
men, as the ſtraitneſs of time requir'd. He 
was carried through S:cily and Achaia, and in- 
truſted to the publick care of the Lacedzmonians, 
living at that time under the Protection and Pa- 
tronage of the Claudii, From thence, travel- 


ling by night, he was brought into danger of 


his Life ; for paſling the Woods, a Flaming Ex- 
halation on the ſudden-encompaſſed the whole 
Company, and burnt L;via's Hair, with part of 
her Garments, The Preſents made him ac 
parting in Sicily by Pompeia, the Siſter of Sextze, 
the Mantle- and Button, and the Golden Bullions, 
are ſtill co be ſeen at the Baie. After his re- 
turn to the City, he was adopted by the laſt 


Will of 24. Gallus, the Senator, and took pol- 


{e{lton 
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ſeſſion of his Eſtate, but forbore the uſe of his 
Name, becauſe he had been an active Man a- 
gainſt the Intereſt of A4uguſtizs., At the Age of 
nine years, he made a Funeral Oratien in praiſe 
of his dead Father. And after this, growing 
towards a Youth, waited on Auguſtus in the 
Triumph for the Victory won at A&ium; he 
riding on the Left hand on a Horſe of State, 
and Marcellus the Son of Otfavia on the right, 
and preſided in the Games inſtituted on that 
occaſion; and in the Trojan Games celebrated in 
the Circus, he commanded the whole Body of 


young Noblemen. 


177 


7, Being now come to Man's Eſtate, his Of his 


Youth, and ſo much of the ſucceeding Age, 
till he enter'd upon the Empire, was ſpent at- 
ter this following manner. He gave two Pri- 
zes of Gladiators, one in Memory of his Father, 
the other of his Uncle Druſ/as; one in the 
Market-place, the other in the Amphitheatre ; 
and hired many to play in them, who had 
been diſcharged from further Service, at the 
rate of an hundred thouſand Seffertii He gave 


alfo Plays, but was abſent from the Repreſenta- 
tion, and performed every thing magnificently, 


and anfwerably to the Allowances of his Mo- 
ther and Father-in-Law. He took to Wite 
Agrippina, Daughter of M. 4grippa, and Neece 
© Cecilius Atticus a Reman Rmght, to whom 
Tully addreiles his Epiſtles ; but though fhe had 
by him a young Druſzs, and was then again 
big with Child, and every way agreeable to his 
Humour ; yet was he forced to put her away, 
and comply with the Propoſals of a Marriage 
with 7#/ia the Emperors Daughter. Yer this 
he did nog without a great deal of Reluctancy, 

N 5 bott 
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both becauſe he was taken with the Converſa- 

tion of Agrippima, and had entertain'd ill. 
thoughts of the Carriage of alia; of whom 

he had obſerv*d, that ſhe betray'd no great dit- 

like to himſelf, even- in her former Husbands 

time, and the thing alſo had taken wind among 

the People. But atrer the Ratitication of the 
Divorce, he repentcd of ſuch uſage to A4grippi- 

2a; and lighting on her one time by chance, 

gave ſuch evident tokens of Love in his Eyes, 

that care was taken ſhe ſhould never after that 

come in his Way. Ar firſt he hiv'd very peace- 

\ fully and lovingly with Falia 3 but atter ſome 
time, there broke out ſuch a Difference be- 

tween them, that their Son dying at the ſame 

time in Agquileia, he from that minute forbore 

the uſe of her Bed. Having loſt his Brother 

Druſus in Germany, he attended on foot upon the 

dead Body all the way to Rome. | 

His Servi= 8, In his firſt Eflays towards publick Buſi- 
ay KA te neſs, before 4uzuſtus, in ſeveral Cauſes, he un- 
Publi gertook the Defence of King Archelaus, the 
Tralles, 2nd Theſſalians. He interceded with the 

Senate on behalf of thoſe of Laodicea, Thyatica 

and Chios, who had {ufter'd extreamly by an 
Earth-quake, and made their Applications to 

them for relief. He convicted Faxnius Cepio of 
Treaſon, for having plotted with Varro Murena 

againſt the Perſon of Auguſtas, and demanded 
Sentence againſt him. And in the mean time 
brought tg efte&t two things of very conſidera- 

ble Importance ; the regulating the Proviſions 

of Corn, which at that time began to grow 
ſcanty ; and the inſpe&ing the publick Bride- 

wels all over ſtsly, which lay under an Imputa- 

$t0n, not only of forcibly detaining agpren 

| able 


TizetRIus CasaR 179 


able Paſſengers, but alſo of admitting any 
whom fear of being preſs'd for the publick Ser- 
vice drove into ſuch Covert. 

9. His firſt Applications to Military Affairs, #is Mili- 
were made in the Expedition againſt the Can #47) 4t- 
zabri, in quality of a Tribune of the Army un- _ 
der Pay ; then leading the Army into the Eaſt, © 
he inveſted 7igrames in the Kingdom of Arme- 
ia, and placed the Crown upon his Head in 
the common Hall of Fuſfice, He recover'd al- 
fo the Standards which the Parthians had taken 
from M. Craſſus. After this, he kept in good 
order, for almoſt a whole ewelivemonth, thac 
part of France which is called Comata, then un- 
der great Diſturbances by the Incurfions of their 
barbarous Neighbours, and Dillenſions of their 
own Princes. From hence he removed the War 
into Rhetia and Vind:litia, then to Pannonia, then 
Germany, In the Rhetian and Vindilitian War, 
he reduc'd the Nations about the 4/ps ; in the 
Pannonian, the Breuci and Dalmate ; and in the 
German Conquelts,he pals'd over into Fraxce,For- 
ty thouſand Men which ſurrendred themlielves 
to him, and divided the Lands uato them along 
the Banks of the Rhine. In requital for theſe 
things, he was honoured with an Oratzon, and 
received (the firſt, as fome think) into the Ci- 
ty in a Chariot with all the Train and other 
Circumſtances of a Triumph, a Glory altoge- 
ther new, and never offered to any, before he 
entred upon Places of Truſt betimes, and ran 
through all ſucceflively, almoſt withour inter- 
miſſion, the Treaſury, Pretor, Conſul, and after 
ſome time, a ſecond Cornſulſhip, and held for Tri- 
bune five years. | 
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Hs Retire= To. While all things thus ſeemed to court him, 
-"g | ra on the ſudden, in the prime of his years, and a 
fil ſetled conftirucion of Health, he reſolves upon 
| a Retirement, ro remove as far as may be out 
of the way. It is doubted, whether to avoid 
the Vexation of his Wife, whom he durſt not 
complain of, or divorce, and could no longer 
bear with ; or by taking off the cheapnels, a 
daily converſe might contract, to eſtabliſh and 
improve his Intereſt againſt che Publick, ſhould 
{rand in need of him. Some are of Opinion, 
thac Auguſtus his Children now growing up, he 
only refigned the Second Place next the Emperor, 
which he had along time aiſumed to himſelf. 
And in this he followed the Example of 1. A4- 
grippa, who withdrew to Mitylene, when AZ. 
Marcellus began to make a Figure in the World, 
that he might neither ſeem to obſtruct his Glo- 
ry, or detrad from it; which reafon indeed 
he himſelt afterward confeſs'd ; but at that 
time pretending a Satzety of Honours, and a De- 
fire 10 quit Buſineſs, begg*d leave to travel. He 
was deaf to the Enricaties of his Mother and 
Father-in-Law, who complained to the Serare, 
that he was deſerted by him; and when they 
were obſtinate in retaining him, he refuſed to 
eat for four days together. Ar laſt, obtaining 
leave to go, he lefe his Wife and Son at Rowe, 
and made all poflible haſte to Ofia, not 10 
much as changing one Word with thoſe who 
waited on him thither, and ſaluted very few at 
his taking leave. | 
11. From Oftia, coaſting along by Campania, 
he was adviſed of the Indiſpoſicion of Auguſt, 
which occaſioned his ſtay there for ſome time, 
But the Diſcourſe growing rife, that he was de- 
—_— Es cained 
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tained there by great Expectations, he put to Sea 
immediately for Rhodes, with the Wind al- 
molt in his Prow, having formerly been taken 
with the pleaſantneſs and healthfulneſs of that 
Iſland, in his return from Armenia. Here con- 
tenting himſelf with a convenient ordinary 
Houſe, he lived in the Quality of a Private Cj- 
tizen, uſing ſometimes to come to their publick 
Schools without his Officers or A7e/:ngers, and 
ſubmitting to receive and pay the Complements 
and Ceremonies of the Greeks, almoſt on equal 
terms. One time, laying out the Affairs of the 
following day, he ſaid he would viii all the 
Sick in the Ciry, fome of the Company, upon 
a Miſtake, gave order that they ſhould all be 
brought into the publick P:2zza, and diſpoſed 
into Companies according to their Diltempers : 
The unexpected accident ar firſt made him in 
ſome doubt what to do ; but atrerwards, going 
about to every man of them, he apologiz'd for 
the Miſtake to the very meaneſt, and moſt un- 
known to him. In this only thing he made uſe 


of his Tribunitial Authority. Being conſtantly 


at the Schools and Auditories of the Profeſſors, 
there happen'd once a terrible Broil among the 
Diſputants, in which, one of them did not 
ſcruple to make a ſcurrilons Refledion upon 
him, for interpoſing and intereſting himſelf on 
the contrary ſide : Hz took no great notice of 
it, but going home, returned with his Officers, 
and having cited him into Court by the Cryer, 
committed the ſawcy Railer to Priſon. By this 
time he underſtood that his Wite ftood con- 
victed for Adulteries, and other notorious In- 
continencies, and a Divorce drawn up in his 
Name, was ſent him from Auguſtus ; this, tho" 
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it gave him not little inward pleaſure, yet he 
thought it would be look'd on as a thing intum- 
bent on him, to incercede with her Father on 
her behalt; and accordingly by frequent Let- 
ters, he entreated, that however ill the had de- 
lerved of him, ſhe might enjoy whatever Pre- 
ſents he had made her. But by this time, his 
Tribun'tial Authority being expired, he art length 
made profefiton, that the deſign of his Retire- 
ment, was only to avoid the ſuſpicion of Ri- 
valling Caizs and Lucizs ; and detired, that fince 
he was no longer to he feared, they having by 
this time ſtr-engrhened their Ptereſ?, ſzcured to 
themielves the Second place in. the Empire, he 
might have leave to return to his Friends and 
Acquaintance, whom he had paſſionate detire 
to enjoy. But his Requeſt was without effect, 
and he was further given to underſtand, that he 
might quir all that Tendernefs and Concern for 
thoſe he had been ſo cager to jorfake. 

12. He remained rherefore at Rhodes againſt 
his Will, having with much ado, obtain'd by 
his Mothers Mediation, the pretence of being 
there as Ambailador irom 4uguſtus, thereby to 
_— his Diſgrace and Shame. And then he 
1v*d not as a private Perſon only, but as one 
that abſconded as fearful to be found out, con- 
cealing himſelf about the middle of the Iſland, 
to avoid the Addrefles of ſuch as failed that 
way ; for there was no perſon that came from 
Rome, either with the Command of an Army ; 
or to be made Governour of a Province, but 
continually turned into Rhodes to ſalute him. 
Yet there were other cauſes of his Diſquiet ; 
for going over to Samos on a Viſit to Caius his 
Wives Son, then newly made Goyernour of the 
Rp | 2 Faſt ern 
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Eaſtern Countries, he found himſelf entertain- 
ed there with great ſtrangeneſs and indifferen- 
cy, cauſed by the private Aſperfions and Infinu- 
ations of Loljizzs his Governour and Companion. 
He became likewiſe ſuſpe&ted for ſeveral Cen- 
turions whom he had preferred, who returning 
to the Camp, according to the Date of their 
Paſport, were thought to have received private 
Orders from him, and to come thicher to ſound 
how People ſtood affected, to ſtir them up to a 
Mutiny. Being advertiſed of this ſuſpicion by 
Auguſt, he earneſtly requeſted that ſome Per- 
ſon, tho' of never ſo mean rank, might be ſet 
as a Spy over all his Words and Actions. 

13. He left off alfo his accuſtomed Exerciſes 
of Riding, and the uſe of Arms; and laying 
aſide the Hahit of his own Country, wore a 
Cloak and Slippers, as the Grecians did. And in 


this condition he remained almoſt two years 


together, growing every day more and more 
odious and contemptible in the Eyes of all 
Men, that the Nemauy/erx/es pulled down his very 
Statues. Nay, when he was but mentioned by 
chance ata Feaſt, where Caizs was making mer- 
ry with his Friends and Familiars, one of the 
Company roſe up, and proffered Caizs, if he 
would ſay the Wirds, to ſail immediately to 
Rhodes, and bring that Exiles H:ad; 1o they 
termed him. Finding therefore he was not in 
Fear only, but in evident Danger, he himſelf, 
with his Mother, made ſuch earneſt Supplicati- 
ons to Auguſt, that at laſt they prevailed for 
his Return. Being in a great meaſure affiſted 
by the following accident; Auguiius was refol- 
ved to do nothing in this matcer without the 
conſent of his eldeſt Son, who —_—— 

enact 
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that time to be incenſed againſt LZol/zs, was 
the more eaſily inclined to - pardon Tiberizs. 
So by the permiſſion of Caizs, he was recalled, 
but with this Proviſo, that he ſhould never med- 
dle with any Office, or be adinitted to any Ad- 
miniſtration in Aﬀeairs of State. 

14. Afﬀer eight years a>{ence he returned 
home, bringing with him very great and confi- 
dent Hopes of fiture Greatneſs, which he had 
conceived from his younger years from many 
Prodigies and Predictions concerning him. For 
his Mother Livia being yet big with him, deſi- 
ring to know by Divination it ſhe ſhould have a 
Male Child, took an Egg from under a ſetting 
Hen, and kept it warm ſo long, ſometimes in 
her own, ſometimes her Servants Hands, till a 
Cock Chicken, with an extraordinary Comb 
was hatcht at laſt. While he was an Infant, 
Scribomzs the Aſtrologer foretold great things of 
him, That he (hould come to reign as King, but 
without the Enſigns of Imperial Dignity : For 
the Power and Authority of the Czſars was as 
yet unknown. In his firſt expedition, as he led 
his Army through Macedonia into Syria, it hap- 
pened, the Altars which the V<orious Legr- 
ons had conſecrated near Ph:lippi, ſhone out 
fuddenly with a great Flame. Going thence 
into Myricum, he ſtopt near Padoua to conſult 
the Oracle of Gergon, where drawing Iis Lot, 
he was ordered for an anſwer to his Deſires, to 
throw a golden Die into the Fountain of Apo- 
,ius ; Which being accordingly dane, the Die 
remained with the greateſt Chance uppermoſt, 
as is to be ſeen at this very day. Alſo a few 
days before he was recalted, an Eagle, a Bird 


never before ſeen in Rhodes, came and fate - 
the 
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the top of his Houſe. , Even the day before it, 
. he was aſſured of his Return, while he was 


changing his Garments, his Coat ſhone as if it 
had been on Fire. And 7Thraſyll:s, whom he 
had entertained as a great Maſter in Aſtrology, 
ſeeing a Ship afar off, foretold it brought good 
News ; and had it done otherwiſe, he deſigned, 
while they walked together on the Shore,to have 
thrown him into the Sea for a Cheat and Im- 


| Poſtor, and one unfit ro be entruſted with his 


private Concerns. For he had predicted before 
ſeveral things, which fell out quite contrary. 
15. After his Return, having placed his Son 
Druſus in the Judicial Court, he departed pre- 
ſently from Powmpey's Houſe at Carine, to the 
Gardens of Muaucenas at Eſ/quiliz; where he 
gave himſelf wholly over to the Enjoyment of 
his Eaſe and Quiet, minding only his private 
Occaſions, and never concerning himſelf, or 
intermedling with any publick Buſineſs. But 
at laſt, Tacins and Caizre both dying within 
three years, Augn37us was pleaſed to adopt him 
and their Brother Agrippa into their Room. 
But Trberins, before he was adopted, was ob- 
liged to Adopt Germanicus his Brothers Son. 
Atter his Adoption, he waved all the Rites 
and Priviledges of the Maſter of a Family ; he 
never gave publick Doles, nor manumitted any 
Servants, nor received any Legacy or Inhert- 
tance, otherwilc than as a peculium permitted 
to im by his Father. From this time every 
thing ſeemed to contribute to his riſing Great- 
nels; eſpecially after his Competitor Agrippa 
was diſinherited and laid aſide, ſo that the Suc- 
ceſlion in the Empire ſeemed to reſt on him 


alone. 
16, After 
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16. After this, he was ele&ed Tribune a Te- 
cond time, for five years, and ſent into Gerwa- 
7y to compole the Diſorders there : And fo 
much was he in eſteem, that when Auguſtus 
had given Audience to the Parthian Babaadors 
at Rome, he ordered them likewiſe to make their 
Addreſles at the Province where he reſided. As 
ſoon as he heard the Iyrians had revolted, he 
forſook the former, and betook himſelf to the 
Management of this new War; the greateſt 
and. moſt troubleſome, it may be, ſince that 
with the Carthaginians. He had under his Con- 
_ dudt fifteen Legions, and about the ſame num- 
ber of Allies, with which he maintained the War 
three years continually, under all the Straits 
and Extremities imaginable, but chiefly wane 
of Corn. And though he was even moved to 
give it over, he continued ſtill conſtant to his 
firſt Reſolution ; fearing, if he returned with- 
out Conqueſt, the ill conſequences of ſo dan- 
gerous a Neighbour. And this Conſtancy of 
his, at laſt met with a ſuitable Succeſs, for he 
conquered and reduced the whole Country of 
Illyricum, as it lies bounded by part of Ttaly, and 
the Kingdoms of Noricum, Thrace and Macedo- 
2ia, betwixt the Danube and the Adriatick. 

I7. The Juncure wherein this Action was 
pertormed, added much to the Glory of it ; for 
about this time Quintil/izes Varus, with three Le- 
gions under his Command was totally defeated 
and loſt in Germany; andevery one expected the 
Victorious Germans would ſtrait have joyned 
with the Pannonians, had not IWricum been fo 
happily ſubdued. Upon this account they de- 
creed a Triumph for him, with many. other ſ1g- 
nal Honours; ſome would have a new Name 
conferred 
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conferred on him, and called him Pannonicus, 
others the Invincible, others the Pzous. But in 
this, Auguſtus himielf interpoſed, promiſing 
when he died, to leave him ſuch a Name as 
would ſufficiently content him. As for the 
Triumph, he put it off of his own accord, 
the City at that time being in Diſtreſs for Ya- 


rus's Misfortune. Nevertheleſs he made a fo- 


lemn Entrance into the City, in his Purple 
Pretexta, crowned with Laurel; and coming 
into the Campus  Martius, aſcended a Tribunal 
erected there for him, and the whole Senate 
ſtanding round about, fate down with Auguſtus 
between the two Conſuls. From hence, after an 
Oration made to the People, he was led in 1ſo- 
lemn Proceſſion to viſit the Temples of the 
Gods. 

19. The next year he went again into Ger- 
27any, and imputing the overthrow of Q. Varas 
merely to his raſhneſs and negle&t, would un- 
dertake nothing without the Advice and Ap- 
probation of his Council. Otherwiſe a Per- 
ſon relying only on his own Judgment; yet 
then, contrary to his uſtal Diſpoſition, he 
would communicate his Defigns to other Per- 
ſons, in relation to the War : He uſed allo a far 
greater care than formerly. Bcing about to 
paſs the Rhine, he ſtopt the Wagons of Provi- 


flons which at that time were limited, and 


ſearched them ſeverally himſelf upon the Shoar, 
that nothing might be tranſported, that was ci- 
ther unneceſſary, or prohibited. When he had 
paſſed the Rhine, he entred upon a very ſtrict 
courſe of Life, eating many times on the bare 
Ground, and ſleeping all night, expoſed to the 


open Air, without any Tent or Payilion. His 
Orders 


11F- * 


R—_— r——_— 


The LIFE of 

Orders for the next day he uſed to deliver in 
little Tablets ; wherein, if matter of doubt did 
ariſe, he charged them to repair to no other 
interpreter than himſelf, to whom they might 
have Admittance at any hour of the Night. 

19. He kept his Soldiers to rhe ſtricteſt Diſci- 
pline, anc brought up again the ancient ways 
of puniſhing and diſgracing Offenders, info- 
much that he publickly diſgraced a Lieutenant 
of a Legion, for no other reaſon, than having 
ſent a tew Soldiers under his manumicted Ser- 
vant, croſs the River to hunt. Though he 
ſeldom would hazard a Batte), yet was he al- 
ways encouraged thereto, when the Light, by 
which he watched, any Night, fell down of its 
ſelf, and was extinguiſhed ; repoſing (as he pre- 
tended) no little confidence in that Sign, which 
had been ever proſperous to him and his Prede- 
ceſlors in all their Undertakings of that kind. 
Yet having happily concluded the War, he 
narrowly eſcaped the hand of a common Ger- 
man Soldier, who being obſerved by ſuch as 
were near his Perſon, to diſcover ſomewhat of 
guilty Horrour in his Countenance, was pre- 
lently ſeized, and put to the Rack, confeiled 
che whole Matter. 

20. Upon his Return from Germany to Rome, 
he received that Triumph he had put off two. 
years before, accompanied with his Lieute- 
nants ; for whom alſo he got leave to wear the 


. Triumphal Ornaments. Bur before he made 


his Entrance into the Capizol, he deſcended 
from his Chariot, and ſubmiflively threw him- 
ielf at the Feet of his Father Auguſtus, then 
ſitting as Prefdent over the Aﬀembly, He con- 
terred very great Fayours and Rewards on Ba- 
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ton the Pannonian General, and afterwards re- 
eurned him to Ravenna, recompenting the 
Kindneſs before received of him, when being 
incloſed with his Army in a dangerous Paſs, he 
was 1o generous to let them eſcape. Afﬀeer this, 
he made a publick Entertainment for the Peo- 
ple, in which a thouſand Tables were furniſh-# 
ed, and three hundred Sefterces diſtributed to 
each man. Out of the Spoils of the War, he 
erected a Temple to the Goddeſs Concord, and 
another to Caſtor and Pollux in his own and 
Brothers Name. | 
21. Not long after, it was decreed by the 
Conſuls, he ſhould joyntly adminiſter in the 
Government of the Provinces with Augnſtus, 
and undertake with him the Superviſal and 
Ceſſment of every Mans Eſtate : Which having 
performed, he went tor 1tyricum, but was cal- 
led back again on the way, by the News of 
Aguſtas's Sickneſs, whom he found alive, but 
paſt all Recovery, and was with him in pri- 
vate a whole day together. I am not ignorant 
it was commonly reported, that after Tiberius 
was gone, Auguſtus ſhould be overheard by ſome 
of the Attendants, to ſay theſe Words, Oh 'mi- 
ſerable Romans, that muſt be ground to pieces un- 
der ſuch ſlow Teeth | And I know very well 
what ſome have delivered, how Auguſtzs did 
give open teſtimony of his diſlike to the mo- 
roſeneſs of his Temper; infomuch, that he 
would often break off his Pleaſantneſs and Free- 
dom of Humour upon his entring the Room, 
and that he conſented to his Adoption, to 1a- 
tisfie the Importunity of his Wite, or out of an 
odd piece of Ambition, that ſo ill a Succefſor 
might preſerye his Memory in greater _— 
all 
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and veneration among the People. However, 


« I can never be induced to believe that a Prince, 


in other things, every way ſo wiſe and circum- 
ipet, would have acted upon ſuch flight 
Grounds, eſpecially in a Matter of ſuch mighty 
Conſequence ; but rather that having duly 
compared his Vices with his Virtues, he con- 
cluded the latter did much overballance the 
former. And that ' which gives us yet grea- 
ter reaſon to believe ſo, is, that Auguſtzs, before 
a ſolemn Aſſembly took it upon his Oath, That 
he adopted him purely for the good of the Common- 
wealth ; and in ſeveral Epiſtles, has commended 
him as a moſt expert Commander ; nay, even 
the only Support and Bulwark of the Romar 
Empire. Some of his Expreſſions of that kind, 
[ have inſerted here for confirmation. Farewel 
my ſweeteſt Tiberius, go on and proſper in thy Un- 
dertakings, fighting for me and the Muſes. So 
may I be happy, as I account thee my moſt Dear, 
moſe Valiant, and moſt Accompliſht General. Fare- 
wel, rake care of your Summer Quarters. I ans 
perſwaded, my "Tiberius, it were impeſſible for any 
man under ſo great Difficulties, joywd with ſo 
much Sloth and Cowardiſe in his Soldiers, to have 
managed his Affairs with equal Prudence to thee. 
All that hawe ever heen with you, agree this Verſe 
fo be moſt applicable to you. 


Unus homo nobis vigilando reſtituit rem. 


And again, Whether (ſays he) any thing occut's 
that requires my more ſeriow Application, or any 
thing that gives me matter of Reſentment ; by Het 
vens, T find the Want immediately of my Tiberius's 
Preſence, and this of Homer comes often into my 
Mind, 2 
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When TI hear how thou doſÞ waſte thy ſelf by conti- 
. nual Labours, may I periſh, if I am not ſeized 
with Horrour and Aſteniſhment ; let me prev14l 
with you therefore to be more merciful to your 0wn 
Body, leſt if thou do otherwiſe then well, your 0Mo- 
ther and my ſelf immediately expire at the News, 
and the Roman Empire be in danger of being loſt. 
For my yart, my own Health 1 value not, unleſs you 
be ell alſo. And Tleave you to the continual Pro- 
tection, and particular Care of the Gods, unleſs the 

have quite deſerted and withdrawn their Kindneſs 
from the People of Rome. 

22. He publiſhed not the Death of AugusFz:5 
| till che young Agrippa was taken our of the 
way, whom a certain Captain of a Troop put 
to Death, in whoſe Power he was, having firſt 
received a Warrant ſo to do; which War- 
rant, whether lett by' 4uguſtzs before his 
Death, to remove: all occaſion of Diſturbance 
afterwards ; or whether it was counterfeited in 
his Name by Livia, with, or without the Con- 
ſent and Knowledge of Tberins, 1s not eaſily de- 
termined ; yet Tiverins, when the Commander | 
told him he had obey'd his Orders, returned 
him this Anſwer, That he had never gave ſuch 
Orders, and that he ſhould be brought to anſwer for 
that Action before the Senate. But that might be 
only to avoid the [Il-will of the People ; tor at- 
terwards the Matter was huſhed up, and no 
farther notice taken of it. 

23. After this, by vertue of his Tribunitial 
Authority, he convened the Serare, and in the 

beginning 
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beginning of his Oration, ſtopt on the ſudden, 
as though unable to ſupport the Violence of 
his Grief; then fetching a deep Sigh, wiſht, 
That not only his Voice, but his Life alſo would fail 
him; and ſo delivered his Papers to be read to 
them by his Son Druſus. Aﬀeer this, the laſt . 
Will and Teſtament of A4ugai/:zs was produced 
openly, and read out by one of his Freemer; 
but of the Witnefles, unleſs thoſe of the Or- 
er of Senators, none were admitted in ; the reſt 
ckowledging their Hands and Seals without. 
The Will began after the following manner. 
Smce by the Malice of ill Fortune, my two Sons, 
Caius and Lucius, have been ſnatched from me, I 
do hereby conſtitrre and appoint Tiberius my Heir in 
i0 thirds of wy Eſtate. Which was made ule 
of as a Confirmation of their Suſpicion by thoſe 
*erſons, that were of opinion, he made him 
Succeitor rather out of Neceflity than Choice, 
otherwiſe he would hardly have Prefaced it at- 
ter that manner. 
24. As to the Empire, tho* he ſcrupled not 
to rake immediate Poitefiion of the Thing, as the 
Guards about his Perion, the very Supports 
and outward Marks of Dominion and abſolute 
Power, were {ufficienc to teſtifie ; ver ſo great 
was his Impudence, he pretended to decline the 
Title a long time ; ons wiile reprehending the 
Importunity of his Friznids, ſaying, They knew 
not bow unruly a Monſter Empire was. At ano- 
eacr time, holding the Sezate in ſuſpence with 
GoLDthal Words and Antwers, who were Con- 
tinually on their Knees at 1m To accept it, 1n- 
iomuch that one from the midit of the Adobile 
vas heard to cry out, Let bir either take it or 
leave it, and another told him to his Face, 


That 
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That others were ſlow to perform what they eaſily 
promiſed, but for his part, he was flow to promiſe 
what he already performed. Atter much ado, he 
was prevailed with at laſt to aſſume it, but as a 
thing merely forced upon him, complaining the 
while, He was obliged to undergo a wretched inſup- 
portable Slavery ; and pretending that no other 
Motive, but the hopes of quitting it one day 
- could have brought him co ict. His Words are 
theſe ; Till the time ſhall come, when this Honou- 
rable Aſſembly ſhall in Pity to my Age and Infirmi- 
ties, think fit to grant me a Quietus. 

25. And the reaſon of his deferring it fo 
long, was the Fears he was poſleſt with of ap- 
proaching Dangers from all hands. He was 
frequently heard to ſay, He held 2 IWolf by the 
Ears : For Clement, a Servant to Agrippa, had 
engaged no ſmall number of Mea co revenge 
the Death of his Maſter, and Lucizes Scribonins 
Libo, a Perſon of eminent Quality, was ſecretly 
hatching ſome Detigns againſt him ; and be- 
ſides all this, both the Armies, that in 1jricam, 
and the other in- Germany, were dangerouſly 
mutinous at the fame time, both of them pert- 
tioning for things not regularly to be granted ; 
but thoſe in Germany were hot tor railing their 
Pay equal to that of his Pretoriay Bands. 
Some denied the Authority of their Prince, 
becauſe he did not derive it trom them, and 
uſed their utmoſt endeavour with Germanics 
their preſent Commander, to take upon himſelt 
the Government, which he would never hear- 
ken to. This was that which 7:berizs was chiet- 
ly concerned at, and therefore earneſtly begged 
of the Senate, that they would pleaſe to alloc 
hm a Colleagus, fince no Man could be fuifi- 
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cient for the Adminiſtration of the whole, 
without the help and afliftance of others, one, 
or more, as the caſe ſhould require. Beſides, 
he pretended an indiſnoſition of Body, that 
Germanicus might the more contentedly expect 
the Succeſſion, or at leaſt be ſatisfied ar preſent 
with a ſhare of the Government with him. By 
theſe means, having bruthed through all Dim 
culties, Clement was by crait betrayed into his 
Hand, and lay at his Mercy ; and Libs, that 
he might not appear too ſevere at firſt, two 
years after received a ſharp Reprimand in the 
Senate, he having contented himſelf for the. 
mean time only to watch his Motions, and be 
cautious of him. For being to ſacrifice one day 
among the Pentifices, he ordered a Leaden_. 
Kniie to be laid by Lbs inſtead of a Cleaver, 
and would never diſcoarle him in private, un- 
leſs his Son Draſus were by, and then too, kept 
up cloſe to him, and held him faſt by the righe 
hand till the Diſcourſe was finiſhed. 

26. At length being freed from his Fears, 


he lived a Civil Lite at fuſt, not much 


above the rate of a private Perſon. Of 
the many Honours, and thoſe of the great- 
eſt, that every day were offered to him, he 
accepted but a few, and thoie too cf the 
loweſt fort. His Birth-day happening on 
the very time the Plebeian Games were pertorm- 
ed in the Circzrs, he would by no means allow 
of any additional Grandeur to be ſhewn in the 
Celebration, excepting one Chariot and a palr 
of Horſes. He forbad that any Temples, or 
Priefts of any kind ſhould be dedicated unto 
him, and ſuffered no Statues to be erected to 


him wichout his own Conſent, which he never 
granted, 


Tizzkius Caxsaxk. 


granted, but upon condition that ſhould not be 
reckoned among the Images of the Gods, but 
the common Ornaments of their Houſes. He 
would have no Man {worn to the Obſervation 
of his A&s, and could not be brought to allow 
that the 'Month Seprember ſhould be called Trbe- 
rits, or Offcber Livizs. He waved the Titles 
of Emperour, and Father of his Ccuntry, and 
would not ſuffer the C:ivick Cron to be ſet o- 
ver his Door. Unleſs in his Letters to Kings 
and gregt Princes, he never ſo much as added 
the Heregſtary Name of A4ugu/izs. He was 
Conſul but three times only, once for a few 
days, the ſecond time for three Months, and 
the laſt, till the 1des of ay, and that all the 
while abſent too. 

27. He was ſo great an Enemy to Flattery 
that he never admitted any Senator to his Chair» 
either to receive his Complement, or even up- 
on buſineſs of what Concern ſoever. One that 
had formerly been Conſul, endeavouring to 
make his Peace with the Emperour for fome 
Offence, upon his Knees, he made ſuch haſte 
to avoid, that he fell down backward. And if 
any in common Diſcourſe, or a ſet Oration 
{zemed to ſpeak more fauningly than ordinary, 
he never ſcrupled to check,and take himup atrer 
his own rate. One calling him Dominus, he defi- 
red him to forbear his flouting Jzalts for the fu- 
ture; another calling Imployments Sacred, and 
a third ſaying, He came into the Senate by his cur 
thority, he ordered them to change their Ex- 
preflions, and for Authority, uſe Perſwaſions 
tor Sacred, Troubleſome. 

25. He (hewed always very little concern for 
the ſcandalous Refletions, and evil Reports of 


+ others, 
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others, and endured the Lampoons of the 
'Town very evenly ; having this Saying often in 
his Mouth : In a free City, mens Thoughts and 
Tongues ſhould be free. But one time above the 
reſt, when the Senate would have taken Cogni- 
Zance of Crimes of this nature, and ſach as 
were guilty of them, Ie have not time enough 
to ſpare (ſays be) to meddle with theſe inconſiderable 
Matters : IF once you give Countenance to ſuch 
Debates, no other Buſmeſs will be diſpatcht, while 
under this Pretence every private Pique ſhall be 
brouzht before you to be decided. It Was a very 
handſome and appoſite Exprefiion alſo of his 
in the Senate-Houſc, If any one (fays he) [peaks 
evil of me, 1 will give him as good an account of 
mmy Words and A&ions as I can, and if that will 
not {atisfie him, Iet him hate on, Ile hate him as 
much. 

29. But theſe Libels were the rather infuffer- 
able, becauſe he himſelf was very tender in 
paying every Man the Reſpect due to his Qua- 
lity and Character, that he almoſt exceeded 
the niceſt Rules of Civility. Being of a con- 
crary Opinion once in the Senate to Q. Hate- 
rzzs, Forgive me, Sir, (he ſaid) if as a Senator I 
have [rokew my Mind too freely againſt jou. And 
then addrefling himſelf to them all in general, 
he ſaid, 7 bave now ſaid, and always did, moſt 


reverend Fathers, that a good Prince, one that de- 


fens the IWelfare of his Country, in whoſe hands you 


have repoſed ſuch unlimited Power, ſhould ſtudy to 
be ſerviceable, not only to the Senate, and Body of 
the Community, but even every private Perſons In- 
tereſt and Advantage as the Caſe ſhall require. Nor 
do T yet repent of ſuch Words, for 1 always found, 
and ſtill acknowledge you my good, juſt, and gracious 
Lords, | 39. Beſides 
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20. Beſides this, in appearance he ſeemed to 
reſtore to the Senate and Magiſtracy their an- 
cient Priviledges and Dignity. Nothing was 
of ſo 1ſinall, nothing of ſo great concern, ei- 
ther in publick or private Attairs, that was not 
brought before the Senate to be determined. 
There were debated all Taxes, Patents for Mo- 
nopolies, the Building of publick Works, rai- 
ſing or disbanding of Soldiers, the Rendezwornr, 
of Legions and Auxiliaries, prolonging or 
granting Commilitons in tme of extraordinary 
War ; laſtly, how any Princes Letters were to 
be anſwered, in what Form, and to what Et 
fect. A Commander of one of the Wings of 
the Army, being informed againſt for Violence 
and Extoition, was forced to plead tothe In- 
formation before the Senate, whicher Tiberizs 
never came but alone, and though once being 
indiſpoſed, he was brought in his Chair, yet 
he ordered his People to withdraw imme- 
cliately. 

21. He complained not in the leaſt, when he 
found any thing carried contrary to his Inclina- 
tion; as when propoſed, that:-no Magiſtrates 
deſigned ſhould be abſent from-their Place and 
Truſt, that their Preſence mignt give the grea- 
cer Authority to their Office ; yet the Pretor de- 
fiened after that obtained the Priviledge of a 
Free Embaſly. A lecond time, moving that the 
Money by Legacy bequeathed to the Treberans, 
might be laid out in mending the High-ways, 
he could not prevail with them to alter the Will 
of the Dead. An Act of Senate being put ta 
the Majority, and he going over to the fewelk, 
no body regarded it ſo much as to bs biaſled 
thereby. Other Afﬀairs were diſpatched by 
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the reſpe&tive Magiſtrates according to the ordi- 
nary courſe of Law; nay, ſo great was the Au- 
thority of the Conſals, that Embaſſadors from 
Africk applicd themſelves to them tor Audience, 
making complaint, that Cz/ar, to whom they 
were ſent, delayed their Buſineſs beyond their 


time. And it was no. more than might be ex- 


pected, when he himſelf always ſhewed them 
that Reſpect, to riſe up when they came into 
the Room, arid to give them the way in the 
Streets. | 

22. He reproved thoſe of the Conjulars, who 
being Generals of Armies, failed to adviſe the 
Senate continually of their Tranſactions, and 
that chey referred to him the ſole Ditpoſition of 


Military Rewards, as if ſuch Fower were not. 


inherent 11 their Truſt and Office. He gave 
particular commendation to a Pretor, who up- 
on his entring that honourable Flace, com- 
memorared the Ads of his Anceſtors in his 
Oration, according to the laudable, though ex- 
olete Cuſtom. He trequently honoured the 
Corps of Noblemen to their Funeral Pile, and 
ſhewed a proportionable Reſpect ro meaner Per- 
fons and Things. When the Magiſtrates of 
Rhodes had ſent their publick Letters to him 
without any Subſcription, having ſummoned 
them before him, he adviſed them. only to be 
more careful the next time, and then diſmiſſed 
them, without any other Reprenenftion. Dzo- 
genes a Grammarian of Rhodzs, who uſed to 
diſpute in publick every Sarurday, refuſed him 


admifftion upon an unuſual day, but gave him 


notice by his Servant, to come ſeven days alter ; 
this very Perſon afterwards waiting at his Door 
fo falute him as he came abroad, he {aid no more 
| od FRY _ 
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to him, but, Sir, yow may come ſeven years hence. 
His Anſwer to the Governours of .the Provin- 
ces, who would have perſwaded him to have 
loaded them with new "Taxes, was this : 
That a good Shepherd cught to Shear, not Fley 
his Sneep. 

22. "The Soveraign Power he aſſumed by de- 
grees; and though for ſome time it were hard to 
paſs a Judgment of the Intention of his Actions, 
yet for the moſt part, he ſeemed to have regard 
to the publick Benefit and Commodiry. At 
firſt he concerned himſelf no further, than to 
ſee every thing duly performed; for which pur- 
poſe he reverſed ſeveral Orders of the Senate : 
And when the Judges were upon the Bench try- 
ing of Cauſes, would ofter them his Afliftance, 
ſetting ſometimes promiſcuouſly amongſt them, 
ſometimes in the higheſt Scat over againſt 
them. Upon report that any Maletacor was 
like to come off, through the Favour of the 
Court, he was preſently amongſt them, and ei- 
ther from the Ground where he was, or aſcend- 
ing the Inquiſitors Tribunal, made a Speech to 
them of the Laws and Religion, and che par- 
ticular Crimes they were about to try; andif 
any Neglect or evil Cuſtoms had prevailed in 
publick Manners, he himſelf undertook too ſee 
them ſuppreſled. 

24. He retrenched the extravagant Expences 
of Plays and publick Sights, by leſſening the 
Stipends of the Comedians, and reducing the 
number of Gladiators to a certainty. - The un- 
reaſonable price of Corinthian Velilels, and the 
extravagant Luxury of the Times, that three 
Mullets ſhould be valued at Thirty thouſand 
Seſterces, were great Grievances to him ; 10 - 
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took care to regulate the Expences of Furni- 
ture, and that a Market Price ſhould be ſet for 
all manner of Provitions, yearly, by the Senare. 
Withal, ordering the e&4iles to prohibit all pub- 
lick Eating-houſes and Taverns, the keeping 
ſach great Ordimaries, and making ſuch charge- 
able Entertainments. And to give the greater 
incouragement to this thritry way of living by 
his own Example; he uſed, when he dined in 
publick, to have Diſhes brought .to his Table 
which he had dined upon, and had been fer up 
cold the day before; and particularly, ſome- 
times half a Boar : upon which occatiion he 
was wont to lay, There was as ſweet a Reliſh in 
any part of it as in the whole.He itſued out his Pro- 
clamation againft the Attendance of daily Sa- 
latations; and forbad that New-years Giits 
ſhould bz ſent to one another, except on the ve- 
Ty New-years Day. It was his Cuſtom to give 
four times as much as he received at ſuch times, 
and that with his own hands; but being dil- 
pleaſed that he was diſturbed all the Month 
after, by ſuch as wanted opportunity of making 
their Preſents on the Feaſt-day, he threw up that 
Cuitom far all together. 

35. By his means the ancient Cuſtom was re- 
vived, whereby it was permitted to the Parents 
and neareſt Relations of ſuch married Women 
as had been taken in Adultery, to inflict on 
them what private Puniſhment they cthonghe 
good, where no body would impeach them to 
the Publick. A Roman Knight having found his 
Wife in the A& of Uncleanneſs with her Son- 
in-Law, though he had before obliged himſelf 
by Oath, never to diſcharge her, he diſpenced 
with the Oath, that he might give her a Di- 
vorce. Some Women of ſcandalous Note, ha- 
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ving withdrawn themſelves from the Priviledges 
of Married Women, by ſetting up for Bawds, to 
elude the Force of the Statute ; and other prof 
fligate young People of all Qualities, voluntari- 
ly degrading themſelves, thar the Act for not 
intermixing with the Comedians and Sword- 
players might take no hold of them, he made 
no more ado but baniſht them every one, to 
prevent the Cheat they deſigned to put upon 
the Laws. He took away the Robe from a Se- 
nator for leaving his Lodging, and going into 
the Country juſt before Quarter-dzy, that when 
that day was paſt, he might have them cheaper 
at his return ; and diſcharged a Quzſtor from 
his Place, who had married a Lady the Day 
before his Election, to qualitie him for the Ot 
fice, and the day after turned her away. 

26. He aboliſhed all Foreign Ceremonies, 
with the whole Oeconomy of e£gyptian and 
Fewiſh Rites, forcing the Bigots of thoſe Super- 
{titions to burn their Holy Wardrope and Re- 
ligious Trumpery. The Youth of the Fews, 
under pretence of a Military Oath, or raiſing 
Soldiers, he ſent into Countries of a moſt un- 
healthful and peſtilential Air : The remaining 
part of that Nation, and thoſe that were inclin- 
ed that way, he forbad the City, upon Penalty of 
perpetual Baniſhment from the Empire. The 
lame Sentence was patling againſt the 4/#rologers 
and Fortune-Tellers; but upon Submiſton, and 
promiſing to bid adien to their Proteftion, he 
{topt the Execution of it. 

27. But above all, he was very fſollicitous 
that the publick Peace might not be diſturbed 
by the publick Outrages of Robbers and Ban- 
ditti, or the more flye and crafty AcGfbes 
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the Seditious. He doubled his Garrifons through- 
out all aly ; he built a Guard-houſe at Rome tor 
his own Pretorian Bands, who before were ſe- 
verally quartered up and down in the the Inns 
of the Town. He ſeverely puniſhed all Riots 
and Popular Commotions, and &id his 2ndea- 
vour to quell them in the Womb and #rit Con- 
ception. A Murder being committed ata Play 
by a Quarrel that happened in the Pit, he ba- 
niſhed the Authors, and the Players as Accefſo- 
ries, nor could the moſt powerful Interceſlions 
of the People procure their Pardon. The In- 
habicants of Pollentia, nor permitting the Corps 
of an Officer of the Army to be buried, or be 
removed out of the Market-place till they had 
{queezed ſome contribution out of the Heirs to- 
ward a Prize-playing; to corre& ſuch info- 
lence, and prevent the like Diſorders for the fu- 
ture, he diſpatche away a Body of Men from 
the City, and another from the Kingdom of 
Cotizes, who according to their Orders, diflem- 
bling the Deſign of their March, came upon 
the Town through ſeveral Poſterns unexpected, 
with their Swords drawn, and Trumpets found- 
ing, ſeized it, and caſt moſt of the Citizens 

and Magiſtrates into perpetual Impriſonment. ' 
'Through his whole Dominions, he aboliſhed 
the Rices and Priviledges of Sanctuaries. The 
Czziceni having committed fome Ads of vio- 
lence upon the Roman Citizens, he deprived 
them of that Freedom they had honourably 
gained in the War againſt Mihridates. At- 
cer this, if any Tumules aroſe in his Domini- 
ons, he marched not himſelf co ſuppreſs them, 
but did it by his Deputies and Lieutenants ; nor 


even then, but by flow degrees, and upon ur- 
gent 
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gent neceflity. Thoſe Princes: of whom he 
had a ſuſpition, as though they were difaffeted 
to the Roman Intereſt, he reduced. by Threats 
and Complaints, rather than force of Arms. 
Some he enticed to Rome by fair Words and 
large Promiles, but never permitted them to re- 
turn, as Maravoduns the German, Thraſypolz the 
Thracian, and Archelans a Cappadocian, whoſe 
Kingdom he reduced into the Form of a 
Province. 

35. Two whole years after he came to the 
Empire, he never itirred out of the Gates of 


_ theCity; and afterwards but to the neighbour- 


ing Towns; and when furtheſt, but to A4nti- 
um, and that very ſeldom, and but for a Day 
or two ; though he often ſaid, he would make 
a Progreſs and viſit the Provinces and Armies ; 
prefling Wagons, and laying in Proviſions in 
all Municipal Towns for that purpoſe. Nay, 
{o far proceeded he,as to ſuffer the People to of- 
ter ſolemn Prayers and Oblations for his happy 

ourney and Return ; ſo that at laſt he was ſcot- 
tingly called Callipedes; one, who according to 
the Greek Proverb,ſeemed to be always running, 
but never ſtirred a foot. 

39. But having loſt both his Sons, Germanicrs 
dying in Syria, and Druſus at Rome, he retired 
into Campania, leaving the People fully per- 
{waded, that he would never return more, nor 
live long there. And they were not much out 
in either, for he never returned to Rome, and 
very narrowly eſcaped being buried alive ; for 


\ ſhortly after, being at Supper in his Hall, at a 


Summer Seat called Spe/anca, not far from Ter- 
racing, ſeveral great Stones broke down 1ud- 


denly from the Roof, and killed many of his 
Gueſts 
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Gueſts and Servants, he himſelf eſcaping mi- 


- raculouſlly. | 


40. Having travelled through all Campania, 
and performed the Solemnity at the Dedication 
of the Capitol at Capua, and the Temple of 4u- 
guſius at Nola, which he pretended were the 
occaſion of his Journey, he withdrew into Ca- 
prez, taking great delight in that Iſland, be- 
caute there was but one Haven that let into it, 
ic being naturally furrounded with inacceflible 
Rocks and a deep and dangerous Sea. But he 
was ſhortly afrer wrought upon by the Impor- 
runate Sollicitations of the People to return, for 
there had lately happened a Tragical Scene at 
EFidene, where above Twenty thouſand Men at 
a Sight of the Sword-Players were unfortunate- 
ly killed by the Fall of the Amphitheatre. 
Upon this, he paſſed over once more to the 
Continent, and graciouſly admitted all People 
to his Preſence, and that the rather, becauſe at 
his departure he had given ſtrict Charge to the 
contrary, and avoided their Complements all 
the way. 

41. Being returned again into the Iſland, he 
became ſupine and negligent of all the Inte- 
reits of the Common-wealth, not ſo much as 
filling up the Vacancies of the Decurtes of Horle, 
nor changing, according to cuſtom, the 'Iri- 
bunes and Commanders of the Army, nor the 
Governours of Provinces. Spain and Syria he 
let lye ſeveral years with their Confulary Lieu- 
tenants ; without any regard or oppoſition, he 
fuffered 4rmenia to be invaded by the Parthz, 
Mzſia to be harafſed by the Daci, and Gaul by 
the Germans, to the unſpeakable Diſgrace, and 
no lets hazard of the Empire it {clf. 

42. But 
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42. But now living in a private corner, ſe- 
Cure, as it were from the Eye of the World ; 
he began publickly to own and pradtiſe thoſe 
Vices, which before he had diflembled with the 
greateſt Hypocriſie ; the particulars take as fol- 
low. When he was yet but a Novice, or Freſh- 
water Soldier (as they term it) he grew ſo no-- 
torious a Drinker, that inſtead of Tiberims, he 
got the Name of Bzberizs ; and for Claudias, he 
was called Caldias; and for Nero, Mero. After 
this, when he came to the Empire, even while 
he was corre&ing and reforming the Licentiouſ- 
neſs and miſerable Corruption of Manners 
then among the People, he was known to be 
* in continued actual Debauch one night and 
two days with Pomponins Flacers and L. Piſo ; 
to the former of which he gave the Province 
of Syria, and the Government of the City to 
the latter, ſtiling them in their Commifiions, 
. His boon Companions, his ſure Cards at all hours. 
Claudius Gallas, a moſt notorious Old Sir Folly, 
who had been formerly branded tor his Debau- 
ches by Auguſtus, and ſeverely reprimanded by 
himſelf in the Seare, inviting him to Supper, 
he promiſed to come, on the Terms that no- 
thing were omitted of his uſual way of Enter- 
tainment, and they ſhould be waited on by 
Stripping Wenches. He preferred to the Queſtor- 
ſhip, a Perſon of inferiour Birth and Education, 
before ſeveral Competitors of Honour and 
Quality, and that merely becauſe he took off 
his great Three-pint Glaſs. He gave 4ſellizs Sa- 
binus Iwo hundred thouſand Selterces for 
compoſing a Dialogue between tie Muſhrome, 
the Ficedula, the Oyſter and the 7hruſh, 1n fine, 
he inftituted an Office of Intelligence for his Plea- 
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ſures, and gave the Maſterſhip of it to 7. Cwſ6- 
nins Priſcas, a Roman Knight. 

43- In his Retirement in Capree, he inven- 
ted convenient Alcoves, which he furniſhed 
with Whores and Catamites, and lewd diſco- 
verers of unnatural and Beftia) Poſtures and 
Motions ; theſe he called Spin#riz, the Incen- 
diaries of his Luſt; he entextained himſelf in 
ſeeing them in three ſeveral rows abuſing each 
other, thereby to excite his decayed Appetite. 
He provided ſeveral Chambe's alſo, hung a- 
bout with filthy Pi&ures and infamous Starues, 
and furniſhed them with the abominable Books 
of Elephants, that if any one hada mind to . 
be prodigiouſly Wicked, he might not want a 
Pattern to fin by. He invented likewiſe in the 
Woods, Walks and Grottoes proper for the Bu- 
ſineſs of Debauchery, where young People of 
both Sexes proſticuted themſelves in the Maf- 
querade of Nymphs and Satyrs. So that in al- 
laſion. to the Iſland, he was publickly derided by 
the Name Capriners. 

44. One Abomination more he was guilty of, 
ſcarce fit to be reported or heard, and indeed 
greater than can be believed of him, that he 
ſhould debauch young Children yet in Inno- 
cence and Ignorance (calling them his little 
Fry) teaching them to play between his Thighs 
while he ſwam, to lick and tongue, and ſome- 
times ſuck him like Infants not yet weaned ; 
and indeed the Impotency of his Age, and 
beſtiality of his Nature might excite in him 
thoſe Inclinations to fuch unmanly and abomi- 
nable Follies. Thus, when a Piece of Parrha- 
fius Work, repreſenting Atalanta, offering her 


Mouth in that manner to Me/eager, was left = 
or 


— 
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for a Legacy, with condition; if he fancied 
not the Defign, that he ſhould receive in lieu 
thereof. a Million of Sefterces; he not only 
choſe the Picture, bur placed it in his very Bed- 
Chamber. ?Tis told of him alſo, that while he 
was performing Sacrifice, he was one time ſei- 
zed with a Fic of this unnatural Paſſion, to- 
ward the Boy that carried the Cenſer, that he 
could hardly reſtrain it till the Divine Service 
was ended ; but that once over, he withdrew 
with him, and debauched both him and his 
Brother afterwards, that bore a part in the Mu- 
ſick, and hearing afterwards they upbraided 
each other with that Ignominy, he ordered both 
their Legs to be broken. 

45. How unnaturally he was wont to abuſe 
Women, and thoſe too oftentimes of Quality, 
was evident in the caſe of Mallenia; who being 
brought to him by his Panders, and reſolutely 
withſtanding his brutiſh Deſires, upon the De- 
poſitions of ſuborned Witneſſes was cited be- 
tore him ; where he was ſtill at her, asking her 
openly, If ſhe did not yet repent of her coy Refu- 
(al? till at "laſt ſhe made os b the —_ 
went home, and ſtabb'd her ſelf; yet not be- 
fore ſhe had ſufficiently reproached the old goa- 
tiſh Letcher with his naſty and obſcene Mouth. 
Upon which, in the next Farce a ſevere Re- 
flection was made upon him, which took 
mightily, and wasinevery bodies Mouth. The 
Expreſlion was thus, The old He-goat licks the Pu- 
dendum of the She-goats. | 

46. He was fo cloſe and covetous, that he 
never allowed any Penſion to ſuch as waited on 
| him in his Progrefles or —_ but bare- 


ly Board-Wages. Once indeed he ſhewed his 
| P Liberalicy 
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' Liberality (thanks to his Father-in- Law) when 


dividing his Retinue into three C/zfſes, accord- 
ing to their Eſtates and Quality ; to the firit he 
gave Six hundred thouſand Sefferces, tothe fe- 
cond Four hundred thouſand, and to the third 
Two hundred thouſand ; which laſt, he termed 
in derition his Greeks not his Friends. 

He buile no Magnificent Structures 
through all his Reign, the only things he ever 
undertook of that kind, were the Temple of 
AuguFftus, and the repairing of Pompey's Theatre, 


and left them too both unfiniſh'd at laſt. He 


made no ſhews to the People himſelf, and was 
very rarely ſeen at thoſe exhibitted by others, 
leit he might be compelled to part with ſome- 
thing or other at the Deſire of the Roman Com- 
monalty ; eſpecially, ſince by their Intreaty he 
was 1n a manner forced to give his Freedom to 
Actizrs the Comedian. Having been wrought up- 
on to relieve the Preftures of ſome few decayed 
Senators, fearing he ſhould be troubled tfre- 
quently w:tn the like Addreſſes, he gave out, 
he would help none for the future, but ſuch 
only, as ſhould make their Cſes known to the 
Senate, by this means, deterring all Perfons of 
Modeity and Ingenuity from defiring his Af- 
fiftance. And among the reſt, Hortalzs, the 
Grand-child of Q. Hirtexſius, that famous Ora- 
tor, who at the Inftance and Periwaſijons of 
Auguſtzs, had married, and brought up four 
Children with a very imall Eſtace. | 
45. He ſhewed nothing of publick Munifi- 
cence, twice only excepted ; the firſt time lend- 
ing out an hundred Miilions of Sefferces for 
three years without Tatereſ# ; the ſecond, when 
he made good {ome Houſes burnt in Mount 
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Czlizs, to the Gentlemen that owned them. 
The firſt was extorted from him, by the general 
complaint of ſcarcity of Money, and the Im- 
portunity of the People for Redreſs of that 
Grievance ; when through his means, it was 
decreed by the Senate, that all Uſurers ſhould 
lay out two parts of their Eſtates in purchaſing 
Land, and that Debtors ſhould pay in the like 
Proportion of the Debts, which however ne- 
ver took effect. The other he did to ſet a Face 
upon the grievous Oppreflion of thole times : 
And fo highly did he value himſelf upon it too, 
that he ordered Mount Czx!:us ſhould from thar 
time be called 4uguſtuss He beſtowed no Lar- 
geſſes on the Soldiery, after he had double what 
Auguſtus left them, except a thouſand Deniers a 
Man through the Regiments of his Guards, be- 
cauſe they had not gone over to Sejanzs; and 
fome Gifts to the Legions in Syria, becauſe they 
only had refuſed to bear the' Protraiture of Se- 
Jan 1n their Colours. He very rarely gave 
Diſcharges tor their Age to the Vereranes, as ex- 
petting by their Deaths, to ſave the Donatzves, 
uſually given at their Diſcharge. Of the Pro- 
vinces, none taſted of his Liberality, excepting 
. only Af, where an Earth-quake had deſtroyed 
ſeveral Towns: 

49. About this time he gave himſelf wholly 
over to all manner of Injuſtice and Rapine, e- 
very one knows how Cz. Lentulus the Augur, a 
Perſon of a mighty Fortune, was pertectly 
tiezed out of his Life by him, and forced to 
leave him his Heir. He condemned alſo Zepida, 
a Woman of Quality, to gratiftie her Hushand 
Quirinus of Conſular Dignity, very rich, and 
without Children, who accuſed her for endea- 
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vouring to make him away by Poyſon, before 
their Divorce, then twenty years paſt. Be- 
fides all this, he confifcated the Eſtates of fe- 
veral petty: Princes of Gan/, Spain, Syria and 
Greece, upon 1uch trivial and ſhameleſs Allega- 
tions, that ſome had no other Article brought 
againſt them, then that part of their Eſtates 
was in ready Money. He took away -likewiſe 
everal Priviledges, as Exemption from Subſt- 
dies, and the Proprieties of Mines from many 
Communities, as well as private Perſons. And 
to add to all his other Baſenels, when Vero 
King of the Parthians, being ejected irom his 
Kingdom by his own Subjects, had taken Re- 
fuge at Antioch with a vaſt Treaſure, upon the 
Publick Faith,and under the Protection of the Ro- 
»1ans,he pertidiouſly order'd him,being firſt plun- 
dered, to be afterwards barbarouſly murthered. 
50. He betrayed his Rancour againlit his 
own Kindred ; firſt in his Behaviour toward his 
Brother Dreſs, by publiſhing a Letter ſent from 
him to himſelf, wherein ic was propoſed to- 
force AugufFmus to reſtore the common Liberty. 
And he carried himſelf much after the ſame 
rate with the reſt. When his Wite 7ul;a was 
baniſhed, he not only forbore all manner of 
Interception and mediating in her Caſe (which 
had been but a point of common Humanity) 
but being confined by her Fatiner to one 
Town, he went yer farther, and kept her 
within her own Doors, and there too, forbad 
her all manner of Converſation. He cheated 
her of the Allowance given her by her Father, 
and cut off her Sepcrate Alimony, and all this 
too, under colour of publick Juſtice, becauſe 


Fingiuf7izs had not directly put in a Caveat a- 


gainlt 
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gainft ſuch Proceedings in his Will. He was 
diſpleaſed with the Conduct of his Mother L;- 
via, who ſeemed to arrogate to her ſelf an e- 
qual ſhare with him inthe Government ; there- 
fore he avoided her Converſation, and all a- 
long any private Dilcourſe with her, leſt 
People ſhould be apt to think he ated accord- 
ing to her Meaſures, which he did but ſeldom, 
and then too with great regret. He took it ve- 
ry heinoully at their hands, when the Senate 
| had made a Decrce, that among his Titles, he 
ſhould be ſtiled che Son of L:ivis, as well as 
Auguſtirs, and from that . time took care ſhe 
ſhould never be called the Mother of ber Country, 
nor receive any publick Honours or Acknow- 
ledgments from the People. He would often 
adviſe her not to interpoſe in Afﬀairs which 
were above the Management of a Woman ; e- 
ſpecially, once having obſerved her in Perſon 
at a Fire, which. broke out near YVefa's Tem: 
ple, encouraging the Soldiers and Ace to play 
the. Men, as in the Lite of her Husband ſhe 
uſed to do. : | 
5I. By theſe degrees he came at laſt perfe&- 

ly to hate her, and as is gencrally reported up- 
on this occaſion: Having urged him ſeveral 
times to enrole one (whom he had tormerly 
made Free of the Ciry) among the Decuries of 
the Judges, he pertiſtzd reſolutely to deny her, 
unleſs ſhe would: conſent it ſhould expreſly be 
inſerted into the Regiſter, Thar it was merely fer- 
ced from him to gratifie his Mother : being incent- 
ed at the Propoſal, ſhe brought our of- her 
Cloſet ſome Letter formerly fſenc her by 
Auguſtus, wherein he complained of the 1n- 
lupportable infolence of his Tempzr and Beha- 
e1 V1Our, 
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viour, and theſe ſhe cauſed to be read in pub- 
lick. Theſe Letters which ſhe had ſtifled ſo 
long, and now brought to light on purpoſe, 
render him contemptible, he reſented 1ſo high- 
ly, that ſome have looked upon them as the 
main promoters of his Retirement ; certain it 
is, that all the three years he was away from 
Rome, though ſhe was then living, he never 
made her but one Viſit, and that but for a few 
hours. After this, he took no care to be with 
her in her laſt Sickneſs; and after her Death, 
drilled off her Attendants ſolong in expectation 
of his coming, till the Body corrupted. After 
her Interment, he commanded ſhe ſhould not 


| be Caneoized, pretending all the while to act in 


a conſcientious Obedience to her laſt Com- 
mands. He made void her Will too in a little 
time afrer her Death, and dealt very hardly 
and cruelly by her Friends and Domelticks, 
not ſparing even thoſe, to whom ſhe had com- 
mitted the care of interring her Body ; one of 
which, a Knight, he condemned to draw Wa- 
ter for the Publick. 

52. He loved neither his own Son Druſus, 
nor Germaznicys, whom he had adopted with a 
Fatherly Tenderneſs, being angry at the Vices 
of the former, who was of an Effeminate Dil- 
poſition, and led a Licentious Life. Upon 
which account he exprefled not a Fathers con- 
cern for his Death, and in a little while after, 
applied himſelf to his uſual Aﬀairs, and put no 
long ſtop to the Publick Proceedings of Juſtice. 
Afterwards, when the Embaſſadors of 1:um 
came ſomewhat too late with their Corſolatory 
Addreſſes, he anſwered them ſcoffingly, as tho' 
his Loſs had been long forgotten ; that he was 
86 _ hs 6 cared heartily 
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heartily forry too for them, who had Ioſt ſo 


brave a Citizen as He&or. He was continually 
detracting from Germanicws, inſomuch that he 
endeavoured to make his moſt Heroick Atchiev- 
ments paſs for unneceſſary pieces of Service, 
and repretented his moſt glorious Victories as 
pernicious. and deſtructive to the Common: 
wealth. Nay, he complained to the Senate of 
him, for going to Alexandria without his Leave, 
though he was called thither by a dreadtul and 
ſudden Famine. - He was farther ſhrewdly ſt- 
ſpeced to have been the Author of his Death, 
by the hands of Cz. Pio, his Lieutenant at that 
time in Syria; who being accuſed of it when 
he came to Rome, would, as many belteved, 
have produced his Orders, but that in thoſe ve- 
ry Orders he was commanded 5y Tiberius, ne- 
ver to produce them. Thete ſuſpicious Tranl- 
actions expoſed him to the continual Afﬀfronts 
of the Ponulacy, who would frequently cry 
out in the Night, Reſtore us our Germanicus : 
and this was afterwards confirmed by the cruel 
Uſage he ſhewed to Germanicus's Wits and 
Children. 

53. His Daughter-in-Law Agrippina, com- 
plaining of him with a great deal of Freedom, 
after the Death of her Husband Germaniczs ; 
he took her by the Hand, and repeating to her 
a Greek Verſe to this effe&t, 1 you do not Rule, 
good Daughter, it ſeems you think your ſelf wrong- 


ed; and would entertain no farther Diſcourte. 


with her. Upon her Refuſal one time to taitz 
ſome Fruit he preſented her at Supper, he ne- 
ver invited her again; pretending, that from 
that Action, it was plain ſhe had a ſuſpicion he 


would poyſon her, when indeed he had con- 
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trived things ſo before hand ; both that he 
thould try her by making the Preſent, and 
that ſhe ſhould refuſe to accept of it as her cer- 


tain Deſtruction. In fine, after he had ſuggeſt- 


ed ſeveral malicious Faltities; as that one while 
ſhe deſigned to take Sanctuary at the Statue of 
Auguſtzs ; another while to commit her ſelf and 
Cauſe to the Army, he baniſhed her to the 
Iſland Pandataria ; and ſhe not forbearing to re- 


- turn him ſome ſharp Refle&ions for fich Pro- 


ceedings, commanded her to be laſhr by a 
Centurion, who in the Execution, {truck our 
one of her Eyes. Upon this, ſhe reſolving to 
{tarve her ſelt, he commanded her Mouth to 
be forced open, and Meat thruſt down her 
Throat : He caſt moſt odious Aſperſions upon 
her, even after ſhe had killed her ſelf by perlift- 


Ing in that Reſolution; and very fain would - 


have had her Birth-Day placed among the Un- 
lucky Days in the Roman Calendar. Nay, he 
lookt upon it as an Ac of ſpecial Grace'and 
Favour, that he had not ſtrangled her, and 
thrown her Body into the River Tzber ; and per- 
mitted a publick Decree to paſs, wherein 
Thanks were returned him for it, as an Acti- 
on of great Clemency, and an Offering of 
Gold preſented to Fupiter Capirolinus” 
54 By Germanicus he had three Grand- 
Children left him, ' Nero, Druſzs, and Catus ; 
by Druſs, one only named 'Tiberizs. Out of 
theſe having no Sons to ſucceed him, he recom- 
mended to the Senate the two eldeſt Sons of 
Germanicus, Nero and Druſus, and celebrated 
their Inauguration with a Largeſs to the People. 
But when he found, that at the beginning of 
the Year there were publick Vows made = 
«x 5 rag 2 their 
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their ſafecy, he repreſented ro the Senate, That 
ſuch ſional Reſpett was not to be ſhewn to any, but 
thoſe of a good Age, and long Experience. And 
from that time, betraying the rancour of his 
Soul, he laid them open to the ſcandalous Ac- 
cuſations and Invectives of all Men. He accu- 
{ed them alſo in his Letters to the Senate, and 
ſhewed himſelf violence againſt chem, after he 
had by ſeveral Artifices provoked them to give 
him abuſive Language ; and being adjudged 
Traytors to the Senate, he commanded them 
both to. be ſtarved, Nero in the Iſland Ponria, 
and Druſus in the lower part of the Pala- 
tinm. Many think that Nero killed himſelf, 
to defeat the Executioner, who preſented 
himſelf before him with his Haltar and 
Hocks, But Druſzs was 1o irictly kept from 
any Vidtuals, that he endeavoured to eat 
the very Flocks of his Bed. Both cheir Bodies 
were Cut into ſo ſmall pieces, that it was al- 
moſt impoffible for their Friends to recolle&t 
them afterwards. . 

55- Beſides his old Friends and Acquain- 
tance, he required twenty Perſonages of the 
beft Quality to afliſt in the nature of Cabinet 
Council, in the Adminiſtration of Affairs ; of 
theſe ſcarce two or three eſcaped his Cruelry, 
the reſt, upon ſome pretence or other being re- 
moved out of the way. eElins Sejanus, not 
without the joynt Defiration of ſeveral his 
Creatures and Dependancies, was one of theſe, 
whom he had raifed to ſupream Power, not 
out of any extraordinary Kindneſs for him, 
but to make uſe of him as an Inſtrument to de- 
ſtroy Germanicxs's Sons, and ſecure the Succelii- 
6n to Tiberins, his Grand-Child by Drufus. 
| 56. Neither 
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56.Neither was he one whit better natured to 
his Grecian Companions, whoſe Converſation 
he ſeemed moſt delighted withal. One of 
them, by Name Zemno, diſcourſing rarely well 
before him, he asked him what barbarous D:a- 
le# he ſpake, and being anſwered the Dorick, 
he baniſhed him to the Iſland Cimaria, miſtruſt- 
ing he had refleted upon his Retirement at 
Rhodes, for the Rhodians ſpeak the Dorick. An- 
other time (it being his Cuſtom to propoſe 
Queſtions at Supper to thoſe about him, out of 
what he had read the day before) finding Seleu- 
cis the Grammarian tampering with his Ser- 
vants concerning the Authors, and Times he 
read, that he might come better prepared; 
firſt, he forbad him his Preſence, and forced 
him afterwards to make away with himſelf. 

57. He gave ſure Symptoms or his cruel and 
relentleſs Nature, even from his Childhood, 
which Theodorus Gadarens, his Tutor in Rheto- 
rick, firit took notice of, with a very home 
Refletion upon the Occaſion, calling him « 
Mixture of Clay and Blood. This appeared yet 
plainer atter he came to the Empire, even in 
the beginning of his Reign, while he was yet 
inſinuating himſelf by an aflumed Clemency, 
into the good Opinion of the People. As it 
happened, a Corps was carrying by to be bu- 
ried, while a common Andrew was at his Farce 
on the Stage; he delired the dead man to ac- 
quaint Auguſtus, The Legacies he left the People 
were not yet paid; this came to Tiberins's ear, 
who ſent for the Fellow, and ordering his Qua 
to bs paid, commanded him to bs executed 
forthwith, that he might go himſelf and tell 


the whole Truth to his Father Auguſt. ger 
this, 
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this, Pompeizrrs a Roman Knight, thwarting ſome-. 
thing propoſed by Tiberius in the Senate, ha- 
ving firſt threatned to ſend him into Cuſtody, 
he added, that of a Pomperzs, he would reduce 
him to a Pompeianrrs, being a ſevere Sarcaſm up- 
on the Gentlemans Name, and the ill Fortune 
of the Pompezan Intereſt of old. 

58. Much about the ſame time, the Prator 
demanding if he would have a Court ſummon- 
ed to take Cognizance of Matters of High 
Treaſon, his Anſwer was, The Laws muſt be put 
in Execution, and ſo they were, with the ex- 
treameſt Rigour and Severity. Some body had 
taken off the Head from the Statue of Auguſte, 
intending to place it on ſome other ; this Caſe 
was brought before the Senate, and becauſe the 
Evidence againſt any Perſon was not clear, on- 
ly ſome were ſuſpected, they were wracked to 
extort a Confeſlion, and the Party at laſt being 
found out, was Executed. This odd ſort of 
Crime came at laſt to be ſo proſecuted, that it 
proved a Matter of capital Importance, to 
have corrected ones Slave near the Statue of 
Anguſizs; to have ſhifted ones Cloaths before 
that Statue, or havecarried his Coin, or a Ring 
with his Medal on it; nay, even to have de- 
tracted the leaſt from any Word or Action of 
his were of no leſs fatal Conſequence. In fine, 
ONe was put to Death for no other reaſon than 
having ſuffered a Vote to pals in his own Tribe, 
whereby Honours were decreed to him, on the 
ſame day they had formerly bzen decreed to 
Aupuſitr. 9 
$9. Many other Inſtances of no lefs Cruelty 
and Barbarity he was guilty of daily, and that 
too with the ſhew of Reformation of Manners, 
though 
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though really to gratifie his own implacable 
Diſpoſition ; inſfomuch, that ſome were not 
wanting, who could not forbear to upbraid 
him, not only with the preſenc but future Cala- 
mities in their Lampoons. Thus one. 


Thy Fierce, thy monſtrous Soul in ſhort to ſhow : 

Hang me, if thy ovwn Dam can love thee now. 

Thou art no Knight, for thou haſt no Eſtate ; 

But, witneſs Rhodes, endur ſt an Exile's Fate. 

The Golden Age when you were crown'd withdrew ; 

Then th Iron came, and ſtill muſt laſt with You, 

Blood now he thirſts for, Wine is out of date, 

And no leſs Draughts this greedy Thirſt rebate ! 

See Sylla, ſee thy Plague ; unhappy Rome ! 

See Marius once more from his Exile come! 

See Antony, and Civil Wars again, 

His hands repeated Murders deeply ſtain ! 

Proclaim Rome's Fall; the bleeding Town muſt 
groan. 


When Baniſht Miſcreants ſtep into the Throne. 
Theſe Rhimes, at firſt he would have aſcribed 


to the diſſatisfaction ſome might have concei- 
ved againſt the very Conſtitution of the preſent 
Government ; for what concerned him, and 
that it could not proceed from the real ſenſe of 
their Hearts, but ſome Diſguſt or Reſentment ; 
Therefore he would often fay, Let them pretend 
to hate me, ſo long as their Attion ſhews their Ap- 
probation. Yet in a little time he gave them rea- 
fon to mean as they ſpoke. | 

60. Soon aiter his Arrival at Caprea, a 
Fiſherman bringing to him a vaſt Muller, at an 
unſeaſonable time, while he was imployed in 
ſome ſccret Buſineſs, he ordered the _ 
"ACT 
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Face to be ſcratched all over with the Fiſh, be- 
ing terrified that he had been fſurprized from 
the rough, and (as was reputed) unpaſlable 
part of the Iſland. And when the Fiſherman, 
during his Puniſhment, rejoyced that he had 
not made him a Preſent alſo of an extraordina- 


ry Lobſter taken at the ſame time, he ordered. 


his Face to be torn and wounded with the Lob- 
{ter alſo. A. Soldier belonging to his Guards 


was put to death for ſtealing only a Peacock 


out of a Garden. His Coach being annoyed 
by the Buſhes in a narrow Way, as he was on a 
Journey, he commanded the Guide, a Captain 
of his chiefeſt Guards, to be beaten to death al- 
moſt-upon the place. ; 

61. After this he left no fort of Cruelty un- 
practiſed, nor ever wanted matter for it; for 
he perſecuted not only the intimate Friends, 
but even the Acquaintance of his Mother firſt, 
then of his Grand-children and Daughter-in- 
Law, and laſtly of Sejanus. After whole Death, 
he exerciſed his greateſt Cruelties, whereby it 
was plainly ſeen, he was not ſo much inſtiga- 
ted to ſuch Ads by Sejanus, as that Sejanns find- 
ing his Bloody Humour, was forced to ſupply 
him with Occaſions of exereiſing them. Yet 
in the Memoires which he himſelf wrote of his 
own Life, he fſcruples not to ſay, That. he puniſh- 
ed Sejanus for no other Cauſe than his extraordina- 
ry rancour againſt the Children of Germanicus hs 
Son: And yet he himſelf had commanded them 
to be taken off, one after Sejan ſtood luſpect- 
ed, and the other after his Death. To reckon 
up all the Inſtances of his Cruelty, would be an 


endleſs thing ; let it ſuffice to recount ſome few 
only. No day went over his Head, though ne- 


Ver 
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ver ſo ſtrialy devoted to Religious Exerciles, 
wherein ſome or other were not executed ; in- 
ſomuch, that on that folemn Feſtival, the New- 
years Day, ſeveral were accuſed and condem- 
ned with their Wives and Children ; and their 
Friends and Relations forbad to mourn for 
them, and great Rewards propoſed to ſuch as 


would inform againſt them, and ſometimes to 


the Witneilcs alſo. No Informer, of what Re- 
putation foever, but was believed, and every 
Crime was made Capital, though it were bur 
the letting fall a few undiſcreet Words. A cer- 
tain Poet was accuſed for having ſpoken contu- 
meliouſly of Agamemnon in his Tragedy ; and 
an Hiſtorian, for calling Brutas and Caſſirs, the 
laſ# of the true old Romans; and the Authors 
were purniſhe, and the Books burnt, though 
thev had formerly been read to, and paſled the 
Approbation of Auguſtus, He denyed ſeveral 
Pritoners, not only cheliberty of Study, where- 
by they might a lictle divert their Misfortunes, 
but debarred alſo all Conference and Diſcourſe 
with others. Some being ſummoned to ftand 
their Tryal, to avoid the Infamy of the Sen- 
tence, they were fureto find ftab'd themfelves ; 
others poyſoned themſelves in Court ; neverche- 


leſs their Wounds were bound up, and they 


dragged away gaſping and halt dead to Priſon. 
Such as ſuffered, were always drawn about the 
Streets with Hooks in their Mouths, and thrown 
down the Gemoniz into Tiber, aiter which man- 
ner twenty were ſerved in one day, and of that 
Number, ſeveral Boys and Women. The 
young Maids, he cauſed firſt to be raviſhed by 
the Executioner, and afterwards ftrangled, it 
being unlawful .by their Cuſtoms, to ſtrangle 
el Virgins. 
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Virgins, Were any deſirous to go out of the 
World, thoſe he conſtrained to live looking up- 
on /ain Death as ſo ſlight a Puniſhment, thae 
when he heard Carnulizzs, one of the Priſoners 
had made away himſelf, he cryed out, Thx Car- 
nulins has eſcaped me ! After this, viſiting the 
Priſons, a Perſon that lay there peticton'd his 
Execution might be haſtened, and his Anſwer 
was, Hold Sir, I am not yet ſo well reconciled to 
you. A Perſon of Conſular Dignity in his An- 
zals has this Paſlage, that at a great Feaſt, where 
he himſelf was alſo preſent, the Queſtion was 
put on the ſudden to Tiberius, by a Dwarf that 
waited, Why Paconius liv'd ſo long, having been 
condemned for Treaſon? for the preſent, he took 
him up for the Liberty he had uſed;but in a few 
days ſent to the Senate, that ſpeedy care might 
be caken for the Execution of Paconius. 

62. The manner of his Son Druſ«s his Death, 
made his Cruelty grow more violent and inſup- 
portable, whom he thought at friſt to have kil- 
led himſelf chrough his own Intemperance and 
Exceſs ; but being informed he was poyſoned 
by the Treachery of his Wife Livilla and Seja- 
us, he was ſo incenſed, that he gave himlelf 
over for whole days together, to the Examina- 
tion of the Buſineſs, ſparing to corture and 
puniſh no body that might be in the leaſt liable 
to {uſpition of having a hand in it. Infomuch, 
that hearing one of Rhodes was come to viſit 
him, at whoſe Houſe he had formerly been re- 
ceived, and whom he had then invited to Rowe, 
he ordered him to be tortured as one concerned 
in the Conſpiracy ; but afterwards finding his 
Miltake, cauſed him to be made away private- 
ly, to prevent his telling of Tales, His yu 
or 
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for Executions is yet to be ſeen at Caprez» 
whence condemned Perſons were in his fight 
caſt down into the Sea, and received there by 
Seamen, who with their Oars broke their Bones. 
Among others, he found out this fort of Tor- 
ment; to make Criminals, not ſuſpecing his de- 
ſign in it, take off a great quantity of Wine, 
and then tying their Privities with a Luce ſtring, 
to torment them by the ſtoppage of their Wa- 
ter, as well as the tightneſs of the String. Nay, 
it is thought, had not Death prevented him, 
and Thraſyllus made him delay their Puniſhment, 
in hopes of a ſpeedy Recovery, he would not 
have ſtoped here ; his own Grand-children 
would hardly have eſcaped, for Caius was al- 
ready ſuſpected, and 7iberins he deſpiſed as un- 
lawfully begotten. And the truth is, there was 
reaſon to think fo, for he would often ſay, Pria- 
7us was an happy man, for he outlived all his 
Race. 

63. How hated he became by ſuch Actions, 
how timerous, and how liable to the Tongues 
of all, there are ſufficient Examples. He com- 
manded that no South-ſayer ſhould be conſulted 
without Witneiles. He went abour to deſtroy 
thoſe Oracles that ſtood near to che Town, bur 
was beat off of the Deſign by what happened 
at the Oracles of Prane/te. For having ſealed 
up the Lots, by which that Oracle was given, 


and conveyed them to Rome; upon opening the 


Cheſt,no Lots appeared, till they carried it hack 
again to the Temple. The Government of two 
Provinces, he gave to two that had been Con- 
fuls, and afterwards fearing to truſt them, he 
kept them ſeveral years in attendance at Court, 


and at laſt nominated rwo others to ſucceed 
| them. 
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them. However, their reſpetive Titles they 
enjoyed all the while, and received daily Orders 
from him, which they ſent to their Deputies 
abroad. » 

64. His Daughter-in-Law, and Grand-chil- 
dren, after their Condemnation, he ſuffered not 
to travail any whither, unleſs in Chains, with 
the Coach ſhut up cloſe, and a Guard of Sol- 
diers upon them, tohinder any manner of Conr- 
munication with thoſe on the Way. 

65. He defeated the Projects of Segjanus (who 
was about that time defigning Alterations in the 
State) and that more by his peculiar Policy, 
than his Regal Power and Authority. For firſt, 
that he might remove him from about his Per- 
{on with an honourable Pretence, he choſe 
him his Colleague in his fifth Conſulſhip, which 
he took upon him then for no other purpoſe, 
after a conſiderable intermiftion from that Oti- 
fice : And then, after he had cajoled him with 
fooliſh hopes of Affinity by Marriage, and ma- 
king him Tribune, he accuſed him unexpectedly 
to the Senate in a pititul Oration, wherein, a- 
mong other things, he beggs of them, That one 
of the Conſuls might be ſent with a Guard, to con- 
dud him ſafely to them, he being an Aged Perſon, 
and without Friends. And fo teariul was he of a 
Diſturbance in the City, that he gave Orders, 
Druſus his Grand-Son, who was then Priſoner 
at Rome, ſhould be releaſed, it matters requi- 
red, and be made their Head. Nay, Ships al- 
fo were prepared, and ready to put off to what- 
ever Legions he ſhould incline to take his Flight, 
and he himſelf all the while wairced on an high 
Rock, expecting the 'Torches to be light up, 
which he had ordered as figns how things went, 
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if other Correſpondence ſhould be intercepted. 
Yet, even after this Conſpiracy of Sejannus was 
brought to naught, his Lite proved never the 
more ſecure or ſetle& for all the nine Months 
following, he durſt not venture himſelf out of 
the Town called Villa Fovr. 

66. But beſides all this, the numerous re- 
proaches which were heaped upon him from 
all parts, daily galled and fretted his Mind ; 
inſomuch, that all condemned Malefa&ors, eij- 
ther openly to his Face, or by Libels flung a- 
mong the Senators, accuſed him of the worſt 


_ of Villanies. Theſe oftentimes variouſly aftect- 


cd him; one while, out of a ſenſe of ſhame, 
he would endeavour to ſtifle them ; other times 
again, he ſcemed to ſlight and contemn them, 
and would be the firſt Man that made them 
publick. But above all, he was moſt ſeverely 
handled in an Epiſtle from Artabanzs King of 
the Parthians, who told him roundly of his Par- 
ricides, and Murders, Supine Negligence, and 
Luxury; and in the end, adviſed him triendly 
to fatishe the violent, but juſt Indignation ofthe 
People, by ending his wretched Lite. 

67. At length, growing hateful even to him- 
TIF, in the beginning of an Epiſtle to the Se- 
nate, he expreil2s in ſhort the fum of all his 
Mileries. Moſt Reverend Fathers, what, or in 
what manner ſhall Irite to you? or rather, at ſuch 
s time; what ſhall T not write to you? may the 
Gods confound and puniſh me worſe, than I daily 
find they do, if I know ! Some think he foreſaw 
theſe Calamities through his Knowledge in fu- 
cura Events ; and that for that very reaſon he ſo 
obſtinately refuted the Titles of Emperor, and 


Father of his Country ; and that the People ſoak 
b; be 
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be ſworn to obſerve the 4#s of his Reign, leſt 
in the end, being found unworthy of ſuch Ho- 
nours, it might redound to his greater Re- 
proach. And indeed ſomewhat like this may 
be gathered from his own Words, in an Orati- 
on upon thoſe very Occaſions ; either when he 
profeiles, That he as reſolved to continue always 
the (ame Man, and that as long as he was his own 
Han, he would never make the leaſt falſe Step or 
falter in his Conduct , however he thought it conve- 
nient, that the Senate ſhould not oblige themſelves 
ro the Obſervation of the Afts of one who it was 
Poſſible might alter ; at leaſt for avoiding the Conſe- 
quences of ſuch a Precedent. And again; IF at 
any time (lays he) you ſhall have reaſon ro ſuſpect 
eirber my Condu&, or the ſincerity of my Afﬀection 
70-you, (which rather than it ſhould come to paſs, I 
wiſh I might dye the day before you alter your Opini- 
on of me!) the Name of Father then ill be no ad- 
dition of Honour to me ; nay, rather a Reproach to 
your ſelves, either on the account of your Raſhneſs in 
conferring the Title-at firſt, or Inconſtancy in altering 
your Opinion afterwards. 

68. His Body was of a large ſize and well 
ſet, his Stature higher than ordinary, very 
broad in the Shoulders, and well Cheſted ; the 
reſt of his parts down to his Feet, very propor- 
tionable. ' His Left Hand was ftronger and 
nimbler than the Right ; his Joynes fo very 
firm, that he could force an hole through a 
green hard Apple with his Finger. He was of 
a fair Complexion, his Hair hanging 1o low be- 
hind, that his Neck was never to be ſ2en, which 
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was obſerved to be peculiar to that Family. Of. - 


a graceful Look, though he was oiten troubled 


with little Pimples, and had very large Eycs ; 
2 and 
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and, what was ſtrange, could fee in the Dark, 
but nor far, and that coo upon juſt waking, at- 
terwards they grew dim. He carried his Neck 
very ſtiffy, and a litcle awry, and appeared for 
the moſt part very reſerved in-his-Countenance, 
and not too free of his Words. He ſeldom or 
never held any Diſcourſe with his neareſt 
Friends, being flow of Speech, and always uſe- 
Ing an odd kind of Motion with his Fingers. 
All which,were looked upon by Augnſtzs as ſigns 
of Pride and unbecoming, and he himſelf en- 
deavoured to excuſe them' to the Senate and 


| People, alledging they were natural Imperfecti- 


ons, and not the Effects of any ill Habit. He 
was of a very Healthful Conſtitution, all the 
while of his Reign ſcarce ever amiſs, though 
from the thirtieth year of his Age, he took 
upon himſelf the Regimen of his Health, with- 
our any Advice and Afiiſtance irom Phyfi- 

Clans. | 
69. He was no great Bigot for Religion and 
the Gods, being a profeſſed Lover of Aſtrology, 
whole Principles naturally lead to Fate and ir- 
reſiftable Neceflity ; yet was he mightily fear- 
tul of Thunder, and in a Storm, would always 
wear a Laurel Crown on his Head, that Tree 
being vulgarly believed to be free from the 

ſtroak of "Thunder. 
70. He made it his Buſineſs to promote and 
encourage the Liberal Arts oi both kinds. In 
his Stile, he imicated Corvinus Meſſalla, whole 
wzy of ſpeaking he had retained a Kindneſs for 
trom his younger years; but what out of at- 
jecration, and a peculiar Moroſeneſs, in his 
Delivery he was olaally obicure, ſo chat his Ex- 
#er9pore Falk was better liked of, than when he 
{poke 


Tizzxrxius Caxsak, 


ſpoke upon Premeditation. He was Author al- 
4 of a Lyrick Poem under this Title, 4 Com- 
Plaint for the Death of Lucius Czfar, and ſome 
Greek Verſes he wrote too in imitation of E#- 
phorion, Rhianus, and Parthenius, for which 
Writers he expreſſed ſo particular an Eſteem, 
that he ordered their Statues to be fet up, and 
their Writings repoſited among the Ancient 
Authors of beſt repute : And for this very rea- 
{on many of the irs and Eſprits of that Age 
were forward in ſhewing their well liking of 
them to him. But above all, he was follicitous 
even to the Forfeiture of his Diſcretion, in pre- 
ſerving the old Fabulous Poetical Jargon. For 
the Queſtions he uſually propounded to the 
Grammarians (which Cattel, as we have alrea- 
dy hinted, he delighted chiefly in) were of 
this kind ; 7/bo was Hecuba's Mother ? What 
2vas Achille's Name, white he lurked among the 
Wenches at the Boarding-School ? What Ballad was 
that the Syrens ſang ? And the very firit day he 
entred the Senate after Auguſtzs's Death 3 as if, 
after the Example of Mines, heretofore, at the 
Death of his Son, he deſigned at once ta per- 
form the Offices due to his Father, and the 
Rites of Religion, he offered Incenſe and Ine, 
but omitted the 7/ind-Muſick. 

I. The Greek Tongue, though he was ſuffi- 
ciently acquainted with it, he ufed not as his 
common Diſcourſe, but forbore it efpecially in 
the Senate ; inſomuch that having occaſion ta 
uſe the Word Amopolium there, he did it not 
without asking their Pardon firſt, for introdu- 
Cing a Foreigner within thoſe Walls. And an- 
other time, the Word Emblema being inſerted 
into a Decree, he declared his Opinion, that 
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either that word ought to be changed for one 
of the ſame Import of their own, or at leaſt, 
if that could not be, the thing to be expreſſed 
by Circumlocution. A. Greek Soldier being to 
witneſs in a Cauſe, he pronounced his Evi- 
dence void, unleſs it were given in the Latin 
Tongue. 

72. The whole time of his Retreat, he en- 
deavoured to return to Rowe but twice ; the 
firſt time he ventured in his Barge up the Rzver 
as far as the Gardens,. near which the Mock-ſea- 
Fight is celebrated, but took care to have his 
Guards all along the Banks, to hinder any from 
coming to meet him. Another time, he ap- 
proached within ſeven Miles of the Town, by 
the 4ppian way, but contenting himſelf with a 
fight of the Place only, returned. The Rea- 
{ons of his firſt Return are uncertain; but the 
latter it ſeems was occaſioned by an extraordi- 
nary Accident. He took great delight in a 
Dragon which was brought up tame, and at 
that time calling for it to feed, he found it de- 
voured by a Neſt of Ants, which ſerved as a 
Warning to him to keep out of the Clutches of 
the A9bi/e.But making too much haſte in his Re- 
turn, he was taken amils at 4ſ/tura in Campania ; 
whence, being ſomewhat amended, he remo- 
ved to Circe: ; where, to diſguiſe his Indiſpotiti- , 
on and Weakneſs, he was not only preſent at 
their Sport, but himſelf encountred a Boar in 
the Area, and ſlew him with his Darts; but 
overheating himſelf in the Exerciſe, and ta- 
king cold upon it, he was ſtruck with a Pleuri- 
/ee, and relapſed into a worle Condition than 
ever. Yet he bore it out well a great while, 
and during his Journey as far as Miſenum, m_ 

To 
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ted nothing of his daily courſe of Lite, not fo 
ſo much as his Entertainments, and other pub- 
lick Delights; and this out of Intemperance 
partly, and partly Diſlimulation : For Chari- 
cles his Phyſician, at a publick Feaſt, having 
obtained leave to be abſent for ſome time, and 
taking up his hand with a deſign to kiſs it be- 
fore he went, he ſuſpected it a Deſign to feel 
his Pulſe, and ordered him to fit down again, 
and lengthened! out the Entertainment. Nay, 
after it was over, he continued his old Cuſtom, 
ſtanding in the middle of the Room with an 
Officer by him, and taking leave of them Man 
by Man when they departed. 

73. After this, reading in the Journal of the 
Senate, that ſome Perſons were diſmiſſed with- 
out being tryed, becauſe he had ſignitted only, 
that there had been Informations againſt them 
without ſpecifying their particular Crimes ; he 
took this tor an inſupportable Contempt, and 
reſolved one way or other for Caprez again ; 
not daring to ſtir in the Buſineſs till he was 
where he might do it ſafely. But bing hin- 
dred by the continual ſtormy Weather, and his 
Diſtemper continually growing upon him, in 
ſome time he breathed his laſt che 16th. of 
March, at the Country Houſe of Luculls, ih 
the 75th. year of his Life, Cy. Acerronies Procu- 
Ins, and C. Pontins Niger being then Conſuls. 
Some think that Cairs gave him a Poiſon that 
wrought upon him by ſlow degrees ; others, 
that they would give him no Meat, though his 
Fever were quite gone off from him ; and 
lome, that he was ſtifled with a Pulow, having 
inquired for a Ring that was taken off his Fin- 
ger In a Swoon, after he recoyered out of it. 
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Seneca delivers, that finding his time but ſhort, be 
rook off his Ring with a ſhew as if he deſigned to 
beſtow it on ſome body ;, after that, again put it on 
his Finger, and graſping his left hand cloſe, lay for 
ſome time without any Senſe or Motion ; then on 
the ſudden reccvering bimſelf,, called for his Atten- 
dants, but none appearing, rofe out of his Bed, and 
hs Spirits failing him, died on the Place. 

74. The laft Birth-day he ever kept, having 
fetched a Statue of Apollo Teminites from Syra- 
cuſe, with a Deſign to place it in the Library of 
the New Temple, he ſaw the God in a Dream, 
who told him, He could not be dedicated by him. 
And a few days before his Death, the Watch- 
tower of Caprex was thrown down by an 
Farth-quake. And at Miſenum, the Coals 
which were brought to air his Chamber, atter 
they had been extinguiſhed and cold for ſome 
eime, in the Evening burſt out again into a Fire, 
and continued burning till late at night. 

75. So tranſported were all People with the 
News of his Death, that from the very firſt no- 
tice of it they gathered in Companies in the 
open Strect; ſome crying out, Tothe Tiber with 
Tiberius; others making it their Prayer to the 
Mother of the Gods, and the Infernal Manes, that 
he might be alliwved no place but among the Wicked ; 
and tome were for dragging his Body with the 
Feoks, and throwing it down the Gemonie, be- 
ing provoked not only by his former Barbari- 
ties, but an Inſtance then freſh in their Memo- 
ries, which take as follows : It had paſled into 
a Decree of Senate, that no Perſon condemn'd 
ſhould ſuffer within Ten days after he had re- 
ceived Condemnation ; now ſo it happened, 
tnat the very day they heard the News of Tive- 

rits's 
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rings Death, was Execution day with ſome Per- 
ſons, they Petitioned hard for a Reprieve ; but 
becauſe Caizs was abſent, there was no body to 
whom Applications might be made for them : 
ſo the Keepers, in whoſe Cuſtody they were, 
that they might appear punctual in oblerving 
the Decree, ſtrangled them privately, and 
threw their Bodies down the Gemoniz. This 
Accident exaſperated the People againſt him, 
as1f Death could not put a Period to his Cruel- 
ty. When his Body was to be removed from 
Miſenum, they cryed out all together, That 
Atella was the propereſt place to have him to, to be 
half burnt there in the Theaire ; yet the Soldiers 
brought him to Rowe, where he was burnt with 
the uſual Solemnities. 

76. About two years before he died, he made 
two Wills, one under his own Hand, and the 
other by his Free-ran, both to the ſame eitect, 
witneſſed by ſome of inferior Condition. By 
this Will he lefc his Eſtate equally between Cazzs 
his Grandſon by Germanicus, and Tiberius by 
Druſus, with proviſo, that if either failed, then 
the other ſhould inherit the whole. He gave 
Legacies alſo to moſt, as the Veſtals, the Sol- 
diers, and the Commons, to every Man; but 
to the Govyernours of every Ward extraordi- 
_nary. 
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C. CAFSAR CALIGULA. 


Done into Ereliſh by M. E. Gent. 


— em——_—_— 


ERMANICUS the Father of Cai- 
s Cz{ar, and the Son of Druſzs 
by Antonia, the ſecond Daughter 
of Ofavia (who was Auguſtus's 

Siſter) after his Adoption by his Uncle 7iberize, 

though he wanted five years of the qualification 

of Age requir'd by the Laws, immediately en- 
joy*d the Office of Quzftor, and in fome time 
after, the Honour ot the Conſulate. When 
the News of Auguſius's Death came to the Ar- 
my which he commanded in Germany, all the 

Legions with great obſtinacy rejeing Tiberins, 

unanimouſly offered him the Government of 

the Empire; but with as much reſolution and 
generoſity of Mind, as dutiful reſpe& to his 

Father, he ſtopp'd the Mutiny of the Soldiers, 

and preſently after, defeated the Enemy and 

criumphed. Afﬀeer this, being the ſecond time 
created Conſul, but not acting in that Station, 
he was ſent away like one baniſh'd, to ſettle 
the Affairs of the Eaſt; and having there ſub- 


du'd the King of Armenia, and made Cappado- 
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cia a Reman Province, he decay'd at Antioch 
with a flow Diſeaſe, and dy*'d in the Thirty 
fourth year of his Age. Several concurrent In- 
dications occaſion'd a ſuſpicion of Poylſon ; for 
beſides the livid Spots which appear/d upon his 
Body, and an unuſual Froth flowing ' at his 
Mouth, after he was conlum'd to Aſhes at the 
Solemnization of his Funeral, his Heart was 
found untouch'd amongſt the Bones, and the 
nature of that, they ſay, is ſuch, that if ting'd 
with Poyſon, it cart be deſtroy*'d with Fire. 

2. His Death was univerſally imputed to the 
ſecret Contrivance of Tiberius, and the inftru- 
mental Aſſiſtance of Cz. Piſo, who being about 
that time advanc'd to the Government of Syrz, 
openly declar'd that he thought himſelf under 
a neceflicy of diſobliging either the Father or 
the Son; for which reaſon, he ſo far exceeded 
the Meaſures of common Humanity, thar he 
abuſed Germanicus even in his Sickneſs, to ſo 
high a degree, with contumelious Language ; 
and acted azainſt him with fo much barbarous 
Cruelty, that at his return to Rowe, he narrow- 
ly eſcap*d the Fury of the People, and was con- 
dem'd to Death by the Senate. 

2. He excelFd certainly the reſt of Mankind 
in all the Accompliſhments of Mind and Per- 
fedtions of Body ; his Shape was curious, his 
Strength and Courage great ; he was Maiter of 


all the Roman and Grecian Eloquence, and his 


Parts were refin'd with the Learning of both 
Tongues ; he had a ſweetneſs of Temper, al- 
moſt peculiar to himſelf ; his Humour was ex- 
ereamly pleaſing, and he had a moft wonder- 
ful way of winning the Hearts, and prevailing 
over the Aﬀections of all he converſed _—_ ; 
TI1GS 
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the Nlenderneſs of his Legs indeed did not alto- 
gether anſwer the finenels of his Make in other 
reſpeas, but they too in time were filled up, 
and became proportionable, by a conſtancy of 
Riding after Meals. He oftentimes perſonally 
encountred the Enemy; he did not diſdain to 
plead in the Courts of Judicature, though he 
had triumph'd; and amongſt ſeveral other 
Teſtimonies of his Wit, he left behind him 
ſome Greek Comedies. He every where be- 
haved himſelf with great Civility and Conde- 
{ſcenſion. To ſuch Towns as were free or con- 
federate, he went without his Licors. If he 
underſtood that any famous Man was buried 
near the Place where he happened to come, he 
ſacrificed and ſfolemniz'd his Memory. He laid 
all cogether in one Tomb, the ſcatter'd Reliques 
of thoſe that were killd in the great Slaughter 
of Varuss Legions, and was the firſt that be- 
gan to collect them, and to carry them to the 
Place with his own hands. He was of ſo mild 
a Diſpoſition, and could ſo eaſily forgive the 
Slanders of his greateſt Enemies, that though 
Piſo invalidated his Decrees, and moleſted ſuch 
as were under his Protection, yet he never re- 
lented any thing, till he perceiv'd his Malice 
was arriv'd to that heighth, that he endea- 
vour'd his Deſtru&ion by Magical Charms and 
Execrations ; and even then he only difclaim'd 
his Friendſhip, according to the Cuſtom, and 
laid upon his Servants an Injunction of Re- 
venge, if- any extraordinary Diſaſter ſhould be- 
fal him. 

4. He enjoy'd the great advantage of ſo ma- 
ny excellent Qualities ; for he was ſo much ad- 


mir'q, and entirely beloy'd by his —_ 
that 


- * > EY Dera __ . 


The LIFE of 


that Auguſtus (not to mention any others) after 
he had been in 1ſuſpence for a conſiderable time, 
whether he ſhould make him his next and im- 
mediate Succeſſor, at laſt recommended him to 
the Adoption of Tiberius. He was ſo much the 
darling of the People, that at his going into a- 
ny Place, or leaving it, his Life was often en- 
danger*d by the officious prefling of the Mul- 
ticnde ; but at his return, after he had appeas'd 
the Sedition of the Soldiers in Germany, they 
gave a more remarkable Inſtance of their Love ; 
tor not only all the Pretorian Bands march'd 
out, though but two had receiv'd ſuch Orders, 
but the People of Rome, of whatſoever Age, 
Sex, or Quality, as it were flow'd out like a 
Stream, and met him at the diſtance of twenty 
miles trom the City. 

5. But beſides all this, both at the time of 
his Death, and afterwards, the People gave 
more evident demonſtrations of their Afﬀection 
to him. When they heard of his Death, they 
caſt Stones at the Images of their Deities, and 
pulF'd down their Altars; many threw away 
their peculiar Houſhold Gods, and expos'd their 
Infants : moreover, *cis reported that ſome bar- 
barous People which were then engag'd in Wars 
amongſt themſelves, nay, with us too, agreed 
upon a Ceſlation of Arms, as if it had been 
ſome common Calamity which each particular 
Nation was oblig'd tolament ; divers petty Prin- 
ces cut their Beards,and commanded their Ladies 
to ſhave their Heads, beth which were exprefli- 
ons of extream Sorrow ; nay,even the great Par- 
zhian King is 1aid to have left off his Hunting, 
and not to have feaſted with his Nobles, which F 
he never omitted but in fuch diſturbed times, in | 

which, | 
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which, the Adminiſtration of Juſtice likewiſe 
cealſec. | 

6. Ar Rome, when they firſt heard the News 
of his Sicknels, and the whole City in great Con- 
ſternation and much Gmef, waited {till for freſh 
Intelligence, though the News came not from 
any good Hands; yet when his Recovery 
was rumour'd, towards the Evening, they ran 
from all Parts with Torches and Sacrifices to 
the Capitol, and were fo impatient, that they 
were ready to force the Doors, leſt any thing 
ſhould hinder them from finiſhing the Vows 
which they had made for his Health. Tiberizs 
was diſturb'd in the Night with the Noiſe of 
their Congratulations, while they went about all 
the Streets of the City, repeating this Verſe ; 
Rome's ſafe, our Countries ſafe, Germanicus zs 
ſafe, But when it was told them he was cer- 
tainly dead, the general Sorrow of the People 
could neither be diverted or allay'd, or for- 
bidden by the Emperors Edict, but laſted du- 
ring all the Feſtivals of December. "The Severity 
alſo of the ſucceeding Times added much to the 
Reputation of the deceasd, and heightned the 
deſire of him in the People; for many. thought 
(and indeed with good reaton) that he. aw'd 
Tiberius, and reſtrain'd thar Cruelty which at- 
terwards broke out. | 

7. He married 4grippins, the Daughter of A. 
Agrippa and Ful;z,and had by her nine Children ; 
two dy'd in their Infancy, and another was 
inatch'd away as he was juſt arriv*d at the years 
of puerility, which was a Chi'd of io much charm- 
ing ſweetneſs, that his Effizies was drets'd up in 
the Habit of Czpid, and tc up by Livia in the 
Temple of Venus Capitelina ; and Anzufins de: 
R bgnted 
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lighted in him ſo extreamly,that he plac'd his lit- | 
tle Statue in his Bed-chamber, and always kiſs'd 
it when he went in. The reft, which were 
three Daughters, Agrippina, Drufilla and Livil- | 
1a, born fſucceflively in#hree years; and three | 
Sons, Nero, Druſus and CeiusCeſar, ſurviv'd their 
Father. Nero and Druſus, at the Accuſation of 
Tiberius,were branded by the Senate as Enemies to 

the Republique ; Caizs Gorooded in the Empire. 
S. Caius Ceſar was born upon the laſt day 
of Auguſt, in the Conſulſhip of his Father, and 
C, Fonteius Capite. The variety of Accounts 
makes the Place of his Nativity uncertain. Cz. 
| Lentulus Getulicus tells us, he was born at 7ibar; 
* Now Ca- Pliy, in the Country of Treves at * Ambiatinum 
1 oq 00 near Conflaents; and the reaſon he gives for 
[7 his Opinion, is, that Altars were to be ſeen 
there with this Inſcription ; Fir th: Jafe Deli- 
wery of Agrippina. The Diſtich which was ſo 
commonly repeated afrer he was Emperor, 
makes it ſeem probable that he was born in 

ſome place where his Fathers Army was in 

Winter Quarters ; 


He that as boru in Tents, and bred in War, 
Was ſure by Fate deſign'd for Emperor. 


But for my part, I find by the Records that he 
was born at Antinm. Pliny confutes Getwlicus, 
and fays, he intended only to flatter the ambiti- 
ons young Prince, by making a Town which 
was facred to Hercyles to be the Place of his 
Birth, that ſo from thence he might raiſe a 
Theme for Panegyrick and Applauſe ; and ac- 
cules him for ſtretching and improving his 
Forgery with that Impudencs as he does, in ae 
gar 
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card Germanicus had had another Son born al- 
moſt a year before, who was alfo call'd by the 
Name of C. Cz{ar, of whole Annable Infancy 
and Death we have already ſpoken. But as 


' for Plnythe very Computation of Chronolo- 


gy is ſufficient to evict him of untruth ; for 
that they who have deliver'd to Poſterity the 
Ads of Anguſirs, all agree that Germanicus was 
ſent into Gal/ia lo ſoon as his Conſulſhip was 


_ expir'd, at what time Caizs was already Horn. 


Nor will the Inſcription upon the Altar any 
thing conduce to fortifie Pl;zy's Opinion, in re- 
gard that Agrippina had been brought to Bed of 
two Daughters in that Country ; and that the 
word Pwuerperium may be apply'd to any of her 
Lyingsin, without any diſtin&tion of Sex ; it 
being the Cuſtom of the Ancients to call little 
Girls Pmere, as they did little Boys Prellz, 
There is alſo extant an Epiſtle written by Au- 
guſtus to his Grand-daughter Agrippina, concern- 
ing this Caius (for at that time there was no 
other Infant ſurviving of that Name) Tefter- 
day I gave order that Talarius and Alellius ſhould 
bring hither the little Caius, if the Gods ſo pleas'd, 
#pon the Seventeenth of May. IT ſend to attend 
him alſo a Phyſician, one of my own Servants, 
hom 1 have written to Germanicus, that he may 
keep with him, if he thinks it convenient. Fare- 
wel, my dear Agrippina, and make much of thy 


ſelf, that thou maiſt be in health when thou meeteſt 


zby Germanicus. Hence I am apt to believe, 
that it is ſufficiently apparent, that Cairs could 
not be born in a Country, whither he was not 
carry'd from the City, betore he was almoſt two 
years old. The ſame Evidences likewiſe en- 
ervate the Credit of thoſe little Verlſes, to may 
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the rather becauſe their Author was never 
known. And therefore we are only to be 
guided by the Authority of the Regiſters and 
publick Inſtruments ; more eſpecially ſince we 

* Now An- find that Caius prefterr'd * Antium before all his 

tio Rovi- other Houſes of Pleaſure and private Retire- 

well =_ ments; and always had a kindneſs for it as the 
chief City Place of his Nativity ; infomuch that he is re- 
of the ported to have defign'd the Tranſlating the 

Volſci, and Seat of the Empire thither, as being quite wea- 

j; ies fo ry of Rome. 

Abbe. " * 9. The Sirname of Caligula was given him 

tune. by way of Merriment in the Camp, where 
he was train'd up in the habit of a Common 
Soldier. Which Conſuetude and Familiarity 

_ of Education, how much it had won upon 
their Aﬀetion and Favour, was apparent by 
this, that when atter the Death of Auguifus, 
they were all in a raging Mutiny, and 
with headlong fury running into Confuſion 
and Slaughter, the only fight of his Perſon 
calny'd their Madneis. Nor would they then 
be pacih'd neither, till they underſtood that he 
was prevail d with to retire from the danger 
of the Tumult, and ro be {ent away to the next 
City. BÞut then repenting of waat they had 
done, they ſitopp'd the Chariot, and humbly 
beſoughe him that they mighet not teel the 
Eitects of his defcrv'd Diſpleaſure for the raſh- 
neſs of their Folly. 

Io. He accompany*d his Father in his Ex- 
pedition into Syria. Thence returning, he re- 
main'd at firſt with his Mother ; but ſhe be- 
ing baniſh'd, his next Reſidence was with his 
Great Grand-Mother Livia Augu/ta, Who dy- 
10g not long after, he 1poke her Funeral Orati- 

Oy 
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on before the Roſtra, tho then but a Youth, in his 7 Which 


* Gown fac'd with Purple Silk. After that he went 
to his Grand-Mother Antonia, and from her be- 


ing ſent for to Caprez by Tiberizs, 1n one and the rextara, all 
ſame day he put on his Gown of Manhood, and #7: Chil- 
ſhav'd his Beard. But without that State and ©*" & he 
Ceremony which was us'd when his Brothers ay;1;ry 
were admitted into the ſame Condition. Here, wore at 
though all the Crait and 'Freachery was us'd that tne. 


by Tiberius's Agents to provoke and exaſperate' 
him againſt the Emperor, to the end they might 
lay hold of his Words, they never could pick 
the leaſt hole in his Coat. He ſfeen'd to have 
forgot the Misfortunes of his Family,as it nothing 
had befallen him ; and for his own Sufferings, he 
paſſed them by with anIncredible diflimulation ; 
behaving himſelf with ſo much duty and re- 
ſpect to his Grand-Father and thoſe that were 
about him, that it was not undeſervedly ſaid of 
him, Never was a better Servant, nor a worſe 
Maſter. 

I 1. Nevertheleſs he could not refrain from 
diſcovering ſome Symptoms of a Cruel and 
Wicked Diſpotition ; which made him take de- 
light to behold the Puniſhments and Executi- 
ons of Off:nders. The Nights he alfo ſpent in 
haunting Brothel- Houſes, and meeting upon 
Adulterous Atignations, dilguis'd in a Perriwig 
and a long Gown 3 beſides that he was moſt 
paſſionately addicted to Dancing, Singing, and 
all the Allurements of the Stage. All which 
Tiberirs willingly conniv'd at, in hopes the Sa- 
vagenels of his Nature might be tani'd and ſoft- 
ned by thoſe more Effeminate and charming Ex- 
erciſes. For the Perſpicacious Old Man hed div'd 
fo far into his Evil Inclinations, that he — 
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oft times ſay by way of Prediction, That Caius 
liv'd to his own and the Ruin of all Mankind, and 
that he bred up a Water Serpent to ſuck the Blood 
of the Romans, and a Phaeton ro ſet all the 
World on Fire. 

12, Not long after he took to Wife TJunia 
Clandilla the Daughter of AM. Silanus, a Perſon 
of Illuſtrious Nobility. And then being de- 
fign'd 4ugur in the Place of his Brother Dru- 
ſis, before he was inaugurated and came to be 
admitted into the Colledge, he was advanc'd 
co the Pontificate, with ſignal Teſtimonies of 
his Piery and good Nature. And then it was, 
that finding the Imperial Family lay'd waſte 
and deſolate, as having no ſupport of Male 
Itie but himſelf, Sejanzs being already ſuſpect- 
ed, and ſoon after cut off, he began to conceive 
lomo hopes of the Succeflion. Which that he 
might the more _ corroborate, having loſt his 
Wite Junia in Child-bed, he courted to his 
Adultrous Embraces Ennia Newia, the Wite of 
Macro, Captain of the Pretorian Cohorts, pro- 
miſing her Marriage it he obtain'd the Empire ; 
which Promiſe he confirm'd by Oath, and by 
a Contract alfo under his Hand and Scal. By 
means of this Ambitions Woman having inſinu- 
acted himſelf into Macro's Aﬀection, he at- 
ctempred, as ſome believe, to remove 7berizs 
by Poyſon ; and as he lay gaſping com- 
manded his Ring to be taken off his Fin- 
ger. Pur then perceiving the Emperor unwil- 
ling to let it go, and making a kind of a faint 
re{iſtance, he order'd the Pillow to be drawn 
from under his Head, and clapping it to his 
Mouth, held it down with his own Hands, tillhe 
was quite dead. Ar what time one of 7zve- 

1115'S 


Caricula Cxz$Sak. 


245 


ris's Enfranchiz'd Bondmen crying out at the 


ſight of ſuch a horrid Act, he was immediately 
hang'd up out of the way. Nor is it any way 
improbable, in regard there are ſome who pott- 
tively affirm, that he himſelf did afterwards 
make an open Confeſlion of a Parricide, if not 
compleated, yet tormerly by him deſign'd: 
For he was wont to make his daily brags, a- 
mong the reſt of his Acts of Piety by him at 
the ſame time Commemorated, That to Revenge 
the Murder of his Mother and his Brothers, he en- 
tcr*d Tiberius's Bed-Chamber, as he lay faſt aſleep, 
ith a Dagger in his Hand ; but that mov'd with 
Compaſſion, he ſheath'd the Weapon, and retir'd: 
and thit Tiberius, though he were ſenſible 
of ic, neither durit make any enquiry after him, 
or endeavour a Revenge. 

13. Thus he obtain'd the Empire, to the 
wiſh of the People of Rome, or as I may ra- 
ther ſay, of all Mankind ; a Prince defir'd by 
all the Provincials and Soldiers, the moſt 
of which had known him from his Infan- 
Cy ; but mor. eſpecially dear to the Common 
People and Citizens of Roxze, out of the At- 
ſection which they bore to the Memory of 
Germanicus his Father, and their Compaſlion 
upon his diſtrefled and almoſt extinguiſh'd Fa- 
mily. Therefore upon his Removal from M5- 
ſenum, though he were in Mourning and attend- 
ing upon the Corps of Tiberizs, yet he rode in 
the midſt of the Altars, Vidtims, and Flam- 
ing Torches, ſurrounded with an Infinite 
and Joyful Throng of thoſe that came 
to meet him; belides the Lucky Appella- 
tions. of Father, Prince, Pious, Happy, 
Great, &c, calling him alſo their Srar, their 
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Chicken, their Darling, and their Fofter 
Child. 
14. And when he enter'd the City, imme- 
diately by the conſent of the Senate, and the 
Crowd that broke into the Senate-houſe, the 
Will of 7zberizs was made void, by which the 
Peceaſed E:in-zror had left him only Coheir 
with another of his Grang-cnidren, who had 
not yet lcft off his Habit of a Youth ; and the 
abſolute Soveraignty and Management of all 
Aﬀairs was deliver'd u7 entire into his Hands, 
with ſuch a Univerſal 2nd publick Joy, thar 
within the three next enſuing Months, or hard- 
ly fo much, there was no leſs than a Hundred 
and ſixty thouſand Victims reported to have 
been ſlain. And whereas wichin a tew days at- 
ter he crols'd over into the Iſlands bordering 
upon tine Coaſt of Campania, Vows were made 
for his ſafe return; not any one omirti:1g che 
leaſt occaſion to teſtifi? cheir render and 1olli- 
Citous Care of his weltare. But when he hap- 
pen'd to fall ſick, while the People fate up all 
night long in heaps about the Palace, Row 
* Out of an profter d to venture their Lives in ſingle * Com- 
per) in = bar for his Recovery, and others devoted them- 
the Life of ſelves ro death upon the ſame account, poſting 
the Prince UP Bills of their Reſolutions in the Streets, to 
might be be taken notice of, And this Immenſe Af- 
ſavd by fection of the Citizens was accompany'd alſo 
pats © Bl with a fignal Reſpe& and Veneration of Fo- 
—_ reign Princes. For Artabanus, King of the 
Parthians, who both hated and contemn'd 
Tiberizs, lought his Alliance and Friendſhip 
of lis own accord, and condeſcending to a 
Perſonal Conference with the Conſular Le- 
gate, after he had croſs'd Erpirates, _— 
the 
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the Roman Eagles and the Statues of the 
Ceſars. 

15. He himſelf alſo inflam'd the Afﬀection of 
the People by all manner of Popular Infinua- 
tions. He ſpoke Tiberizs's Funeral Oration 
with Tears in his Eyes, before the whole Af- I 
ſembly, and Enterr'd him with moſt Manifi- 
cent Pomp.' He. alſo haften'd with all the 
lpeed imaginable to the Iſlands of * Pandataria * Now Sc, 
and + Pontia, to remove the Afhes of his Mo- Maria: 
ther and Brother, in a Stormy and tempeſtuous - 
Seaſon, to the end his Piety might 1ſzem the 
more Conſpicuous ; and making his approach- 
es to their Sepulchers with a more than com- 
mon Veneration, put the Aſhes into their Urns 
with his own hands. With no lets gay Forma- 
licy and outward diſguiſe of filial and Brother- 
ly Aﬀection, having brought them firſt to O/tia, 
| and then to Rome, with a Banner waving in the 
Poop of his Gally, he carry'd them through a 
Lane on both ſides of the Equeſtriav Order, 
and at Noon-Cay in the view ot all the Peo- 
ple, put them into the Mauſoleum. Moreover 
he appointed certain ſolemn Sacriftices to be 
publickly and annually ofter'd to their Ghoſts 
by way of Attonement ; and more than that, 
| he inſtitured Circen/ſian Games in Honour of 

his Mothers Memory, and order'd a Chariot 
for her Statue to be carry'd in Pomp. And 
| that he might not ſeem to be unmindful of his 
Father, in Commemoration of him, he callFd 
the Month of September Germanicus. Aiter all 
| this, upon. his Grand-morher Antonia, by one 
| ingly Decree of the Senate, he heap'd ar once, 
| all che Honours that ever Livia Auguſta had re- 

ceiv' in all her Life time. Claud;zs his ws 
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by the Fathers ſide, he made his Colleague in 
the Conſulihip, who till that time was no more 
than only a Gentleman of Rowe. His Brother 
Tiberizus he Adopted upon the day that he aft- 
ſum'd the Virile Gown, and calFd him Prince 
of the Youth. Tn reference to his Siſters hz Or- 
dain'd, that theſe Words ſhould be added to all 
the Oaths taken by the Soldiers, * NEITHER 
DO I ESTEEM MY SELF NOR MY 
CHILDREN MORE DEARLY THAN 
CAIUS AND HIS SISTERS. Allo that the 
Conſuls ſhould inſert theſe Words in all their 
Publick A&s and Reports, WISHING ALL 
HAPPINESS TO C. C-A#SA4R AND HIS 
SISTERS. With the ſame Popularity he ſet 
forch a General Pardoa for all that were Con- 
demn'd and Baniſh'd ; and forgave all paſt 
Ottfences and Crimes, whatever remain'd un- 
puniſh'd, All Records, Regiſters and Infor- 
mations fild up in Court againſt his Moyer 
and his Brothers, to rid the Accuſers and 
Witneſſes from all future fears, he caus'd to be 
carry'd into the Market-place and there pub- 
lIickly burnt, after he had call'd the Gods to 
Witneſs that he never read or ſo much as 
touch'd any one of them. Nor would he 
vouchſate reading of a little Book which was 
Prelented him, containing certain Expedients 
tor the better preſervation of himſelf, alledg- 


ing for his Reaſon, That he had not dine any 


thing to deſerve the Hatred of any Man, and de- 
ny'd that his Ears were open to the Informati- 
ons of Accuſers. 

16. The Sprmatrie, or Inventreſſes of Mon- 
ſtrous Coiticns, after he had been with great 
ſczming difficulty prevaiPd with, not to _ 
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them into the Sea ty'd up in Sacks, he expell'd 


the City. He order'd the Writings 
of Titus Labienus, * Cordirs Cremutins, 
and Caſſins Severus, which had been 
ſuppreſt by Decree of Senate, 
to be Republiſh'd for every one 
to read; affirming that it was for 
his Intereſt to have the Actions of 
Great People, be they what they 
would , tranſmitted to Poſterity. 
The Method and Model of the 
Empire, ſet forth by Auguſizs, but 
ſtiftfd by Tiberizs, he order'd to be 
made publick. To the Magiſtrates 


F Cremutius had wrote 
a Bok of Annals, 
wherein he had applaud- 
ed Brutus and Caſſius, 
much like Killing no 
Murder 7zn our Times ; 
Severus was one that 
made it his Buſineſs to 
Lampoon the Nobility, 
both Men and Women 3 
and *tis probable that 
the Writings of Labie- 
nus were much of the 
ſame Nature. 


alſo he granted free and Abſolute Juriſdiction, 
without reſerving any Appeal to himſelf. He 
took a Review of the Roman Knights with 
great Severity and Curiofity, yet not without 
Moderation, taking away their Horſes in the 
ſight of all the People, where he found any of 
them notoriouſly Scandalous or Infamous ; but 
as for thoſe that were guilty of ſmall Offences, 
he only paſs'd over their Names in reciting the 
Liſt. And-to eaſe the Judges overlaid with 


Multiplicity of Buſineſs, to the 
Four which Augu/tzzs had enlarg'd, 
he had added a Fifth | Decurie. He 
allo attempted to have renew'd the 
Ancient Cuſtom at 'the Afſlemdvlies 
for the Eletion of Magiltrates, by 
reſtoring to the People their tormer 
freedom of Suffrage. The Legacies 
left by Tiberizes in his laſt Will and 
Teſtament, though it were cancelFd, 
as alſo thoſe bequeath'd by Livia 
Auguſta, which Tiberins had fup- 


T The Decuriz were &4 
certain Number of 
Zudges divided into ſe- 
veral Compantes or De- 
curies 3 of which there 
were but three at firſt, 
Auguſtus added a 4th. 
and Caligula a Fifth. 
Theſe Fudges upon any 
Citation from the Pre- 
tors were to grue their 
Aſſiſtance in the Court 
upon the Day by the Pre» 
tors appointed, 


prels'd 


* Which | 
were the flouriſh'd, when he came to the Imperial 
Feaſts of "Throne. 


Pales the 
Goddejs of 
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preſs'd, he caus'd to be faithfully and without 
the leaſt murmuring diſcharg'd. He alſo re- 
mitted the Impoſition of the hundredth Penny 
upon all Auctions and Sales throughout 7raly. 
He made good to ſeveral the Loftes which they 
had ſuſtain'd by Fire. And it he reftor'd to a- 
ny Princes their Kingdoms, he alſo repaid 
chem the Tributes and Profits of their Reve- 
nues, which had been receiv'd during the time 
ot their Difleizure; as he did in particular to 
Antiochns King of Comagene; to whom he 
return'd a Confiſcation of a Hundred thou- 
{and Crowns. And to the end there might not 
be any good Example of which he would nor 
be the Favourer and Encourager, he gave to a 
Woman that had been once a Servant, Two 
thoutand Crowns, becauſe that after all the 
Torments which they put her to, ſhe would 
not diſcover any thing of the Crime which her 
Maſter had committed. For which Reafons, 
among other Honours, a Statue of Gold was 
decreed him, bearing a Buckler. of the ſame 
Metal, which the Colleges of the Prieits were 
alto order'd every year to carry to the Capitol, 
attended by the whole Senate in Proceliton, 
and the Childern of the Nobility ſinging Ver- 
ies, all the way, compos'd in Mulick to his 
Praiſes. Farther alfo ir was Decreed, that the 
Day upon which he began his Empire, ſhould 
be calld * Palilia, as if the City had then re- 


' I7. He was four times Conſul ; the firlt time 


rhe Spring, VO Months, from the firit of F#!/y ; the ſecond 


time, Thirty days from the Firſt of Zanuary; the 
third time to the 1des of Fanuary,and the fourth to 
che 


Fliioutas Canal 


the Seventh day after the 7des of the ſame Month. 
Of all which, he joyn'd the two laſt ſucceſ- 
fively together ; but the third he enter*d upon 
at Lyons without any Colleague ; not out of a- 
ny Pride or Carelefneſs, but becauſe at ſuch a 
diſtance he could not have timely Intelligence 
of the Death of his Colleague, who dy*d upon 
the very day of the Calends. He twice diftri- 
buted a Largeſs to the People of three hundred 
Seſterces a Man; and as many times Magnifi- 
cently feaſted the Senate and the Equeſtrian Or- 
der, with their Wives and Children : at the 
end of the latter of which Entertainments, to 
the Men he preſented every one a Garment,ſfuch 
as they wore in the Forum ; and to the Women 
and Children Purple and Scarlet Favours. 

18. He added allo one Day to the Saturnal;- 
an Holy-days, and call'd it Fawvenals. He alfo 
exhibited, for the Recreation of the People, 
ſeveral Gladiacory Combats, partly in the 
Amphitheater erected by Statilins Taurns , 
partly within the Rails belonging io the Field 
of Mars; among which he intermix'd whole 
Crowds of African and Canparzian Wreſtlers, 
the choiceſt he could cull our of both thoſe 
Regions. Nor would he always preſide himſelf 
at thoſe Shews, but gave that Honour ſome- 
times to the Magiſtrates, and ſometimes to his 
familiar Favourites. As for Comedies and Far- 
ces he had them frequently Aded, ot various 
ſorts, and at various Hours ; and ſometimes in 
the Night time, by the Light of Torches fla- 
ming all over the City. And at theſe gaudy 
Shews he caus'd to be flung about among the 
People ſeveral forts of Silver Toys and Medals, 


and lent little Wicker Baskets of dry'd Meats 
| to 
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to be diſtributed Man by Man among the 
SpeRators; and one time above the reſt, obſer- 
ving a Rowan Knight that fate over againſt him 
to feed more heartily and with a better Sto- 
mach than the reſt, he ſent him his own ſhare 
alſo. To a certain Senator likewiſe for the 
ſame Reaſon, he ſent his Codicils, whereby he 
appointed him Pretor before his time. He alfo 
gratif'd them with ſeveral Circenſcan Games 
trom Morning till the Evening, interpoſing 
ſometimes the bayting of Panthers,and ſometimes 
Racing and Tilting after the Trojan manner. 
And ſome of theſe Games were ſo Magnificent, 
that to ſet them off, the Circus was painted 
with Vermillion and Green, and none admit- 
ted to manage the Chariots but Perſons of the 
Senatoriay Degree. Sometimes alſo he would 
order theſe Races of a ſudden, at the Requeſt 
of ſome few that were ſtanding in the Bal- 
conies adjoyning to the Gelotian Palace, where 
he ſtood to behold the Preparations for the 
more ſolemn Games detign'd. 

19. He alſo invented a new and unheard of 
ſort of Spectacle. For having got together a 
great number of Veſlels buile on purpoſe tor 
the ſtowing of Merchandize, and chain'd them 
two and wo together in the ſpace between 
Baiz, and the Moles of Pateohi, he made a 
Bridge of Three Miles and fix hundred Paces 
in length, and cover'd it with Earth, over 
which he paſſed too and fro, for two days ſuc- 
ceflively one after another : The firſt day 


* The An- mounted upon a Horſe Magmficently Capa- 


cient Arms 
of the A- 


maZzoni- 


als, 


riſfon'd, himſelf Crown'd with a Garland of 
Oaken Leaves, a * Battel-Ax in one Hand, a 


round Target in the other, and his Imperial 
Mantle 
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Mantle of Cloth of Gold thrown over his 


Shoulders : The next day in the Habit of a 


Charioteer, in a little Chariot drawn 
by two Courlſers * remarkable for 
their Names; a young Youth whoſe 
Name was Darius, one of the Par- 
thian Hoſtages ſitting before him, 
and attended by a Band of the Pre- 


* Such were Adraſt- 
us's Arjon, - and Ca- 
ſtor's Cyllanus, and in 
our time Scrawberry 
and Tregonnel. For 
that muſt be the mean- 
Ing of Equi Famoſli. 


toriaun Guards, and ſeveral of his 
Friends in their gay Calaſhes. I 
know very well that many People believed 
that this Bridge was invented by Cazizs, out of an 
Emulation of Zerxes, who to the admiration of 
the World, had layd a Floor of Planks over 
the Helle/pont, which was not much narrower 
than this Paſſage : Others that it was to terrifie 
Germany and Brittain, upon which he was 
then deſigning a War, by che report of ſome 
Prodigious Undertaking. But I have heard my 
Grand-Father ſay, when I was a Boy, that the 
Reaſon of this Enterprize, which was afterwards 
diſcover'd by ſome of his Intimate Courtiers, 
proceeded from an Expreflion of Thraſzils the 
Mathematician, who when Tiberius was at 4 
ftand whom to make his Heir, but more in- 
clin'd to his true Grand-child, affirn'd, That :t 
was as impoſſible for Caius to be Emperor, as for 
him to ride a Horſeback over the Bay of Baiz. 

20. In his Travels alſo through the Provinces 
he preſented the People with ſeveral Shews. In 
Sicily, at Syracuſe with Athenian Interludes; in 
Gallia, at Lyons, with Playes that were neither 
Tragedies nor Comedies, but Miſcellany Par- 
ces. But what was more remarkable then all 
this, he order'd a Conteſt for Superiority, be- 
tween the moſt excellent Orators of the a_ 
an 
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and Latin Tongues; in which Contention it is 
reported that the Vanquiſh'd were to give the 


Prizes to the Vidtors at their own charge, and 


were conftrain'd to make other Orations it 
the particular Praiſes of them that had the bet- 
ter. On the other ſide, they who were hiſs'd, 
and utterly diſlik*'d, were condemn'd to obli- 
terate their Writings either with a Spunge or 
with their Tongues, unleſs they rather choſe to 
be Corrected with Ferula's, or duckt over 
Head and Ears in the next River. 

21, Thoſ: Structures which Tzwberize left imper- 
fect, as the Temple of AugnFffus, and Pompey's 
Theatre, he quite finifh'd. He laid the Foun- 
dations of an Aquedat, in the Road to Tibar, 

and of an Amphitheatre in a place 


* The Septa were cer- aGjzoyning to the * Sepra. Of which 
any | 1 roy of Ground (yo Undertakings, the one was fi- 
p, 
People were wont to ppg 
ſtand when they gave other never meddPd with. The 
their Suffrages. Lepi- Walls of Syracuſe decay'd with age 
dus afterwards envi- he repaird, together with ſeveral 
rend theſe Places on 
every ſide with a Por- 
rico, which Agrippa | | 
after him adorning with the Palace of P olycrates at Samos ; tO 
Statues and Pitares, finiſh the Temple of Didymaeaan Apol- 


call” 4 Sepra Julta, 7 | , . 
Honour of Auguſtus, lo at Miletum ; tO have built a City 


_ iſh by Claudius his Succeſſor ; the 


Temples of the Gods in that City. 
He had alſo a deſign to have rebuilt 


upon the top of the Alps ; but his 
main Proje& was to have made an Iſland of 
the Peloponneſus, by cutting through the Achaiar 
Ifhmus from Sea to Sea. To which purpoſe 
he had ſent a Chief Centurion of one of the 
Legions to ſurvey the Ground. 

23. Thus far we have made a recital of his 
Actions that lookt ſomewhat Prince like ; what 


follows is the Story of a Monſter. Having at- 
fund 
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ſam'd many Sirnames (for he calld himſelf 
PIOUS, THE SON OF THE CAMP, 
THE FATHER OF THE ARMIES, AND 
BEST AND GRFATEST CeA#ASAR.) Hear- 
ing certain Kings, who were come to the Ci- 
_ ty to pay him their Devoires, whom he had 
invited to Supper, in a great Diſpute among 
themſelves about the Antiquity and Nobility of 
their Extration, he preſently cry'd out, 
Eis wolew © Tow, ts  Pamievs, But one Lord, one 
King, T beſeech yee. And he was 1o hot upon it, 
that he was well neer refolv'd to have afſum'd 
the Regal Diadem, and to have reduc'd the 
Face of the Government into a Regal form, by 
changing the Enſigns of the Imperial Dignity. 
But being inform'd that he was already above 
all the Kings and Princes in the World, from 
thence forward he began to challenge Cele- 
ſtial Majeſty to himſelf. To that purpoſe he 
gave Ocder that all the Statues of the Dei- 
ties, the moſt Celebrated for the Adoration 
of Men, and the Excellency of their Work- 


manſhip, and among the reſt thoſe of Olympick 


Fupiter, ſhould-be ftetch'd out of Greece, that 
their Heads being taken off, he might fix his 
own in the Place. He alſo builr out one 
part of his Palace as far as the. Forum; and fo 
contriv'd it, that the Temple of Czaftor and 
Pollux feem'd to be no more than the Portico of 
his Imperial Manſion ; and Þy tha: means ta- 
king an occaſion to lit before his own Doors, 
he would frequently fhew himſelf in the 
midſt between his Brother Deities, to be A- 
dor'd by thoſe that came to him about Buſj- 
neſs. And ſome there were who out of Flatte- 
ry brake the Ic2, and ſaluted him by the Name 

| O of 


255 


256 Te LIFE of 


* Whoſe Temple flog Of * FUPITER LATIALIS. He al- 
pon n _ _ ſo Erected a Temple, which he De- 
Erefted by Tarquin the dicated to his own Divinity ; and 
Proud to Jupiter, who 1;kewiſe Inſtituted a College of 


was then worſhip'd by . a "; 
the Latins 3 ard thersQ Prieſts, and the moſt exquiſite Vi 


fore call d the God of Ems he could think of, for the Ser- 
Latium. vice of his Counterfeited God-head. 
Moreover in the ſame Temple ſtood 
his Statue in Gold, done to the Life, which was 
every day garbated in ſuch a Robe as he himſelf 
was wont to wear. And as for the Functions-of 
the Prieſthood, the Richeſt Men in the City, 
Ambitious of the Honour, ſtrove who ſhould 
out-bribe each other to purchaſe the Dignity, 
as the Places fell. The Victims were Phceni- 
copters, Peacocks, Buſtards, Turkies, Numidi- 
an Hens, and Pheaſants, which were ſorted and 
every day offered in their ſeveral Kinds. And 
in the Night time, when the Moon was in the 
Fall, and in her brighteſt Splendour, he court- 
ed her to his Embraces and his Bed. But in 
the day time he would be frequently conver- 
ling in private with Fupiter Capitolinus, ſome- 
times whiſpering and laying his Ear to His 
{ometimes more loud, and not without ſomg 
kind of menacing Language ; as once he was 
heard to threaten him in theſe Words, 


Els 3aial Adtdal TmeAHOT 
Til fend thee back to Hemely Greece again. 


Till at length being overcome by the importu- 
nate Inrerceſſion of the reſt of the Gods, and 
by them, as he himſelf told his own Story, 
moit earneſtly invited into their a - 
al 


Carlrigclttlta Caxs8ak. 


laid a Bridge over the Temple of Divas 4Auguſt- 
zrs, and joyn'd his own Palace to the Capitol. 
Soon after, that he might be yet nearer to his 
Celeſtial Company, he began the Foundations 
of a new Houſe in the Court before the Pax- 
then. | 

23. He would by no means endure to be 
calPd, or be believ'd to be the Grand-child of 
Agrippa, by reaſon of the meanneſs of her Ex- 
craction ; and would be highly incens'd if any 
Perſon either in Proſe or Verſe offer*'d to rank 
him among the Statues of the Cz/ars. He gave 
out that his Mother was inceſtuouſly begot by 
Auguſizs upon his Daughter F«lia : And not 
contenced thus to ſcandalize Augnſtus, he for- 
bid the farther Celebration of thoſe 4nniverſa- 
ries that were Decreed in Commemoration of 
his 44ium and Sicilian Vidtories. Livia Auguſta, 
his Great Grand-mother, he would frequently 
call Ulyſſes in Mans habit, Nay he didnot ſcru- 
ple to tax her in an Epiſtle to the Senate for a 
Woman obſcurely deſcended ; her Grand-Father 
by the Mothers fide being no more then a Bur- 
gels of Fund;; whereas it is apparent by the 
publick Regiſters that Aufidivs Lingo had born 
ſeveral honourable Employments in Rezze. He 
refusd his Grand-mother Antonia the favour 
to ſpeak with him in private, unleſs in the 
Profince of Macro Captain of his Guards. By 
which Indignities and Slights he was the Caule 
of her Death, it he did not give her a Poy- 
fonous draught, which ſome bzlieve, to accele- 
rate her end. Nor dia he pay her any other 
Honour after ſhe was dead, but only ro look 
out at Window upon her Funeral Pile, when it 
was burning, His Brother Tiberizs, little 
I 2 dreaming 
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dreaming of his- approaching fate, he order'd 
to be haſtily murder'd'by one of the 'Tribunes 
of the Soldiers. . His Father-in-Law Sanus, he 
compelPd to lay violent hands upon himſelt, 
and cut his own Throat with a Raſor; laying 
to the Charge of SiJanus, that he did not fol- 
low him to Sea when he embarqu'd in a Tem- 
peſtuous Seaſon, but ſtaid behind in the City, 
watching an opportunity to invade the Go- 
vernment, had any Diſaſter befallen him : 
and alledging. that Tiberizs had killd himſelf 
by taking a wrong Antidote to prevent the 
Operation of Poyſons; which he found by his 
Breath. Whereas what Silanus did was only 
to avoid the tumbling of the Sea, which al- 
ways made him ſick, and the vexatious Toil of 
Careering in Chariots; and Tiberius had only 
taken a Medicine for a Cold; bur for his Un- 
cle Claudi:rs, he ſpar'd him for no other Reaſon 
but to. make ſport with him. | 
24. With every one of his Siſters he was in- 
celtuouſly familiar ; and art all his great Enter- 
tainments they were plac'd next below him by 
turns, while his Wite fate at the upper End of 
the Table. Among the reſt, he is reported to 
have vitiated Druſilla, while he was yer but a 
Youth; and that he was once taken a Bed 
with her by his Grand-Mother Antonia, with 
whom they were both brought up together. 
Soon aiter, being marry'd to Lncius Caſſius 
Longinus, hs took her away from him by force, 
anG liv'd with her as if ſhe had been his Wite. | 
Moreover, in the time of his Sickneſs, when | 
he thought he ſhould have dy*'d, . he Ordain'd 
her by ris Will both Heir to his Eſtate and to 
the Empire. Upon her decealſe, he proclaim'd 
a Cella- 
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4 Ceſſation of all Proceedi 7 ws 
in | 
| of Judicature ; during add Vein Courts 
cO_ for any Man to hagh ol 
r eat with his Parenes, Wit: c , 
And 1ſo impatient he 12 0r CO 
. 2 was of his Loſs 
Ving the City of a ſudden and in —_ _— 
like one that had been forc'd to fl he Co 
fry, he poſted through Campania 2 —_ 
a imiclt to Syracuſe ; from whence at jen = 
return with a long Beard and 
leſly untrimm'd. Nor did —_— _ 
any occaſion. whatever, either in his S _- —_ 
the People or the Soldiers, ſwear b - —o—_ 
on _ by Druſila's Deity. As Lbs - wn 
iſters he neither - lov'd t _ 
nor with ſo much = on 0 
— proſtirute them to his Go = 
hich afforded. him a more eaſie O r_ 
to —_— them, in the Caſe of a 
milirs Lepid, 
—— _ Us, for Adultreſſes, * of whom Caligula 
l g privy to ſeveral Confpi- % fore afraid 
racies again{t him. Nor did he es ro Title t 
ly divulge their private Contract 7 EOS 
which he had difcover'd by iraud 4 _ Lads, 1s bros 
the inveigling Debaucherics eh hed AIP 
Wives of thoſe whom he eat, bery- 6 ans 
but alſo Conſecrateu to Mars the R 
three Swords, which they, as he ""— 
had prepar'd for his deſtruction ; — 
| wy of the whole Conſpiracy "= 
25. As to his Marriages | 
_— diffolv'd, or _—_ —— _—_ 
nominy, 1s not ealie to determi r 
, ermin. 
ag; : day that Livia Orestilla wars —_— 
_—_ he himſelf being preſent at he Wl 
, he com 6 
p 2mmanded = wn be brought home ta 
2 * bis 
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his Palace as his own Wife, but within a few 
days turn'd her off again ; and two years af- 
ter baniſh'd her, pretending that ſhe had pri- 
vately Convers'd with her Husband in the 
mean time. Others report, that being invited 
to the Nuptial Supper, as he ſate over againſt 
Pio, he ſent one to whiſper in his Ear theſe 
Words, Forbear to ye with my Wife ; and preſent- 
ly riſing from the Table led her home along 
with him, and the next day ſet forth a Drcree, 
declaring, That he was marry'd according to the 
Example of Romulus and Auguſtus. Lollia Pat 
lina was marry'd to C. Memmins, a Perſon of 
Conſular Degree, and General of the Army ; 
however, upon mention made of her Grand- 
mother, who was accounted one of the moſt 
Lovely Ladies of her time, he became ſo en- 
amour'd of the Grand-child, that he ſent for 
her out of the Province, and forcing her from 
ber Husband, took her to himſelf; but in a 
ſtore time he turn'd her likewiſe off, forbidding 
her tor ever after the knowledge of any Man 
whatever. But as for Ceſonia, who was neither 
handiom nor young, but already the Mother of 
three Paughters by another Man, he lov'd her 
{o paſlionately and ſo conſtantly, that he 
would often ſhew her to his Soldiers riding by 
his fide, with her Horſeman's Coat Embroi- 
der'd, her Buckler, and Helmet; and frequent- 
ly ſtark Naked to his Familiar Favorites. He 
alſo vouchſafed her the Name of Wife, declar- 
ing at the ſame time that he was her Husband, 
and the Father of the Child that was born of 
her Body. This Infant he call'd Flia Drufilla, and 
having carry 'd herabout through all the Temples 


ef the Goddeſſes, he laid her at lengeh in 44-- 
nerva”s 
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verva's Lap, and recommended her to her Care 
and Education. Nor did any thing more af- 
fure him that ſhe was his own Daughter, then 
her Natural Cruelty ; which was ſo pregnant 
in her {o ſoon as ſhe could but run about, thar 
fo ſport pleas'd her ſo well, as to poke out the 
Eyes, and rend the Mouths of her Play-fellows 
with her Fingers. 

26. Afﬀeer theſe things, it may be thought 
1mpertinent and idle to relate how he us'd his 
Kindred and Friends. - Prolomy in the firft Place, 
the Son of King Juba, his Couſin German 
(for he was the Grand-child of 24. Antonius by 
his Daughter Selena) then Macro, and even 
Emnnia her ſelf, the two main Inſtruments 
that advanc'd him ro the Empire; who 
were all put to death, notwithſtanding all the 
Tyes of Conlanguinity, and the Merits of 
their Important Services. Nor did he behave 
himſelf with more Reverence or Lenity to- 
ward the Senate; of whom he made ſeveral 
who had born the moſt Honourable Employ- 
ments in the Commonwealth, to run by the 
fide of his Calaſh, for ſome Miles together, in 
their Robes; and while he was at Supper, to 
wait ſometimes at the back of his Couch, ſome- 
times at his Feet as he lay, with their Linnen 
* Aprons before them. Others, after he had pri- * y, + wa, 
vately order'd them to be put to death, never- rhe Cuſtom 
theleſs he would enquire, and ſend for, as for the Wai 
if they had been living, and in a few days afs #7579 4. 
ter would give out, that they dy'd a natural 
Death. The Conſuls having forgot to give 
publick notice of his Birth Day, he immediate- 
ly turn'd out of their Offices; ſo that the Ci 


ty continu'd for three days without any Magi 
: S 4 {trate 
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ſtrate. His Quazſtor or Treaſurer being only 


 nan'd in a Conſpiracy, he order'd to be ſtript 


and ſcourg'd, and his Cloaths to be ſpread 
under the Soldiers Feet, to the end they might 
ſtand the firmer and laſh with more Advan- 
tage. With the ſame Pride and Violence he 
us'd the reft of the Orders. Being diſturb'd 
by the noiſe of the People that had taken up at 
Midnight their Places in the Circus, for which 
there was no Money to he paid, he order'd 
them all to be baſtinado'd out of their Stati- 
ons; in which Tumult and _ Hurry, there 
were above twenty Reman Knights, and as 
many Ladies crouded to death, beſides an 
infinite number of the Common People. Du- 
ring the time that the Stage-Playes were Adt- 
ing, on purpoſe that he might ſet the Common 
People and the Gentlemen together by the Ears, 
he flung about the Tickets of wt at he intended 
to beſtow among the People much ſooner chan 
was uſual, to the end the Gentlemens Seats 
might be taken up by the Rabble before hand. 
Act the Combats of the Gladiators, when the 
{corching heat of the Sun was hardly to be en- 
dar'd, he would draw the Curtains, and com- 
mand that no body ſhould ſtir out : and alte- 
ring the Methods uſually oblerv*d in appointing 
the Combatants, he would order the moſt Fee- 
ble, and ſuchas were ſpent with Age ; nay fome- 
times Gladiators that were no way Criminal, 
and many times known Houle-keepers, to be 
oppos'd to the moſt fierce and ravenous of the 
Wild Beaſts; and this, for no other Reaſon 
but becauſe he diſcover'd ſome Blemiſh or Im- 
periection in their Bodies. And ar other times, 
he would Padlock up the publick Granaries and 
Magazines 
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Magazines of Corn, on purpoſe to keep the 
People without Bread for - ſome days toge- 
ther. 
27. The Fiercenefs alſo and Cruelty of his 
Nature was no leſs manifeſt by theſe enſu- 
ing Actions : For obſerving that the charges 
of fatting the Wild Beaſts began to lye heavy 
upon him, by reaſon of the ſcarcity of Car- 
rion, he mark'd out ſeveral Maletactors to be 
butcher'd for that Service. And after he had 
caus'd Condemn'd Perſons that lay in Jayle, to 
be rang'd before him in a row, without ever 
minding what their Sentences were, and as he 
ſtood in the midſt of the Gallerie, he or- 


der'd the Executioner to take all, 


* From Bald-pate to Bald-pate. He Y That is to ſay, tws 
Bald-pates happening 


extorted the fulfilling of his Vow *©7 y open 

from him who had offer'd to Com- wa —__ Calioul of 
; : L oula to 

bat for his Recovery, lookt on while mate quick diſpatch, or- 

the Man was forc'd to Fight for derd the Slaughter men 

; his Life at Sharps, nor would ſuffer Weg, away ail toge- 

him to be parted till he had got the 7 

better ; and then not without much entreaty 

neither. Another who had devoted himiclr to 

death upon the ſame Azcount, but delaying to 

perform his Promiſe, he deliver'd over, adorn'd 

with Garlands, and ſet forth with Ribbands like 

a Victim, to the Boys, who were to drive him 

along the Streers, bawling after him for the ac- 

compliſhment of his Vow, till he had no way 

to avoid them but by throwing himſelf head- 

long trom the Tarquinian Mount. Many Per- 

ſons of good Quality and Condition, after he 

had firſt branded them with Marks of Infamy 

as Capital Offenders, he Condemn'd either to 


the Mines, or to the Reparation of the High- 
ways, 
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ways, or to Fight with Beaſts ; otherwiſe he 
ſhuc them up in a low Cage, where they were 
forc'd to crawl upon all four, like .Four-footed 
Animals; or elſe he order'd them to be faw*'d 
in two in the middle. Nor were any of theſe 
thus cruelly tortur'd for any heinous Crimes, 
but either becauſe they ſigniti'd their diſlike of 
his Shows, or elſe becauſe they had never been 
heard to {wear by his Genius. Many times alſo 
he would compel the Parents to bs preſent at 
the Executions of their Sons : to one of whom, 
exculing himſelf by reaſon of Sickneſs, he ſent 
a Licter. Another, after ke had beheld the 
bloody Spectacle, he invited to his Table, and 
with all imaginable Aftab:iicy and Kindneſs, 
excited him to Mirth and Jollity. "The Mafer 
of his Gladiatory Sights and Beaſt-baitings, he 
caus'd to be loaded with Irons, and drubb'd 
from Head to Foot for ſeveral days together ; 
nor would he rid him out of his Pain by death, 
cill offended with che noifom ſtench of his putri- 
f'd Brains he could no longer endure the 
imell. A Satyrick Poet he order'd to be burnt 
alive upon the Pit of the Amphitheater, for 
making a Jeaft in his Verſes that admitted a 
double Signification. Having order*d a Romar 
Knight to be thrown to the Wild Beaſts, upon 
his crying out aloud that he was Innocent, he 
caus'd him to be brought back ; and after he had 
commanded his Tongue to be cut out, return'd 
him again to his Condemnation. 

28. Having recall'd a certain Perſon from a 
long Baniſhment, he ask'd him how he ſpent 
his time all that while ? who replying in Flat- 
rery, I pray'd continually to the Gods, that "Tibe- 
rius might dye, as it fell-out he did, and that thou 

might (i 
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mightf Succeed : Upon that, believing that all the 
other Exiles conſequently pray*d for his Death, 
he ſent to all the diſtant Iſlands to ſend all the 
Baniſh'd Perſons out of the World. Having a fan- 
cy to ſee a Senator torn Limb from Limbyhe ſub- 
orn'd certain. Villains toſet upon him, as he en- 
ter'd the Senate Houle, calling him Enemy to the 
Publick ; and after they had ſtab'd him with 
their Iron Bodkins which they us'd in Writing, 
to deliver him over to be torn Piece-meal by 
the reſt of their Companions : Nor was he fa- 
tisfed till he faw the Members, Joynts, and 
Bowels of the Man drawn through the Streets 
and laid ina heap before his Eyes. 

29. Theſe Inhumane Barbarities of his were 
augmented by the terrour of his Savage Ex- 
preflions. For he was wont to ſay, That he ap- 
prov'd and applanded nothing ſo much in Nature, 
as to uſe his own word, * aamg\liav. To his * Or an 
Grand-Mother Antoma, who gave him good rn 
Advice, as if his ſingle diſobedience had not ;;,, 7, jer- 
been ſufficient, Remember, ſaid he, that it 7s perrate 
lawful for me, and ſuch Maſters as I am, to do thoſe Miſs 
' what they pleaſe. When he was deſigning to —_ 
murder his Brother, whom he ſuſpe&ed to be =—_ 
guarded from Poyſon by Antidotes, What ? ce con- 
faid he, # there any Antidote dares reſiſt Czar ? ceived. 
After he had baniſlfd his Siſters, he threatned 
them, that he had not only Iſlands but Swords 
within his Power. A Perſon of Pretorian De- 
gree being retir'd to Anticyra, to take Helle- 
bore for the Recovery of his Health, and often 
Petitioning for longer leave to ſtay, he order'd 
to be put to Death ; adding theſe Words to the 
Sentence, That Blood-letting was neceſſary, when 
the ſo long uſe of Hellebore would do no good. 

by Every 
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Every Tenth day, when he came to ſub- 
ſcribe the Number of ſuch. Convids as were 
to ſuffer, he calld it, Making up his Accompts 
with his Servants, Having Condemn'd 1eve- 
ral Gauls and Greeks all together at the ſame 
time, he made his Boaſts, That he had ſubdu'd 
Gallo-Grzcia. AfT 
30. He ſeldom ſuffer'd any one to be haſtily 
pur to death, but by degrees, with flight and 
frequently reiterated Blows or Stabs, accord- 
ing to a known Maxim -of' his which he had 
always in his Mouth, That it ought ſo to be done; 
as that the Perſon might feel himſelf. dye. Another 
tim2 having causd a wrong Perlſon' to be 
Executed, through the miſtake of his Name, 
*T'is no matter, ſaid he, they deſeru'd both a: 
ke. He had often that "Tragical Expretiion 
1 his Mouth, LD ih 


Oterint, dum metuant. 
Let them bate, ſo they fear. | 


He would frequently inveigh againſt all che 
Senators - alike, as either Sejarus's Greatures, or 
the Informers againſt his Mocher and his Bro- 
thers ; producing the Papers which he pretend- 
ed were burnt, and defending the Severity of 
Tiberinrs, as neceitary, fince he could not buc 
believe fo many Accuſers. He daily  upbraid- 
ed the Equeſtrian Order, as being ſo much De- 
voted to the Stage and the Pit. Being highly 
oftended at the Multicude for favouring ' thac 
Party of the Charivteers,call'd the Vermill:on-Coats, 
which always ran againſt his Party, that were 
the Grecz Coats, he cry'd out, Fould ro God the 

Peopie 
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People of Rome had had but one Neck. Wnen 
Tetrinizzs the Highway-man was accus'd, he 


ſaid, They were all Tetrimii themſelves 
that accusd him. Five * Retiaru 
fighting in their cloſe Coats, with- 
out any reſiſtance yielded to as ma- 
ny | Parſuers; whereupon being or- 
der'd to be put to Death, one of the 
Retiarii ſnatching up his Trident 
ſlew all the. Victors. "This Caligula 
lamented as a molt horrid Slaughter 
by a pubick Decree ; and Curs'd all 
thoſe that had the Heart to be- 
hold it. 

31. He was alſo wont to complain 
of the ſad Condition of the Times, 


* The Retiaril were 4 
fort of Combatants that 
fought with Nets in one 
hand, which they threw 
over the Heads of their 
Aaverſaries, thereby to 
entangle them ſo that 
they could not uſe their 
hands. They had alſo 
a Trident in the other 
hand, 

f They were call'd 


Secutores, becauſe that 


in the Conteſt they ran 
after the Reciarii, ſtri- 
ving to cut their Nets. 


in regard there had not happen'd 

any Publick Calamity to render them Remark- 
able. That the Reign of Augnſtus was. Eter- 
niz'd by the Varian Overthrow : The Reign of 
Tiberizs by the fall of the Amphitheatre ar Fi- 
dene,but chat Oblivion threatn'd Him, by means 
of his Uniortunate Proſperity. And there- 
fore he heartily wiſh'd tor the utter deſtruction 
of ſome of his Armies, ſome Famine, Peſti- 
.lence, Conflagration or Gaping of the Earth to 
make him happy. 

32. The ſame Savageneſs and Barbarity of 
Inhuman Ads and Expretfions attended him 
alſo in his Recreations, and when he gave him- 
ſelf to Sport and Feaſting. For many times, 
while he was at Dinner or Debauching, ſeve- 
ral People were examin'd upon the Rack be- 
tore his Face, upon ſerious Queſtions. And at 
the ſame Seaſons there was a Soldier, a dex- 
trous Heads-man, who cut off the Heads of 
| Convacts, 
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Convias, ſent for on purpoſe from the Jayl to 

make ſport. Upon the Dedication of his 

Bridge at Puteo/;,which,as we have already ſaid, 

was his own Invention, after he had invited ſe- 

veral that ſtood upon the Shore to come to him 

upon the Bridge, of a ſudden he caus'd them 

to be thrown over into the Sea, and when 

they endeavcur'd to catch hold of the Rud- 

ders to ſave themfelves,he commanded the Sea- 

men to thruſt taem back with their Oares and 
Stretchers. At a publick Feſtival in Rome, one 

of the Servants of the Houſe having ſtollen a 

Plate of Silver from one of the Couches, he 
preſently ſent for the Executioner, and order'd 

him to cut off both his Hands, and hang them 

about the Servants Neck, with a Label upon 

his Breaſt, declaring the Reaſon of his Puniſh- 

ment, and ſo caus'd him to be led about the 

Room for the Gueſts to behold him, A certain 

Fencer, of the Number of thoſe which they 

call 24;-illones, playing at Foiles with him in 

jeaſt, and failings at his Feet in reſpe& to his 

Perſon, he ſtabb'd with an Iron Scithe, and 

then ran up and down, inſulting with a Palm in 

his Hand, as if he had flain an Enemy. An- 

other time, when a Vidtim was brought to the, 

Altar to be killd, he thruſt himſelf in with only 

* For the a Viftim-killers * Linnen Apron betore him, and 
vrume lifting up the Mallet as if he would have 
Po Cn knockt the Victim on the Head, he flew the. 
nel alt Officer that held the Sacrificing Knite. At a 
the reft of ſplended Feaſt, falling on a ſudden into a vio- 
_ Bo- lent Laughter, and the Conſuls defiring to know 
E”] the occafion of his Mirth, At 2vhat do you think, 
ſaid he, bur that it # in my Power, upon one ſingle 

| 220d of my Head, to have all your Throats cut 2 
33. Among 
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3. Among the reſt of his Jeafts, as he was 
ſtanding bv the Statve of Fupiter, he ask'd 4- 
pelles the Tr7#dian, Whmhe thought to be the grea- 
ter of the to * and becauſe he did not give him 
a ready Anſwer, he order'd him to be ſeverely 
Scourg'd, ever and afgon commending the 
ſweetneſs of his Voice, while he begg'd for Mer- 
cy ; ſwearing that his very Groans and Lamen- 
tations charm'd his Ears. And as often as he 
kiſs'd either his Wives or his Miſtreſſes Neck, 
he added, So fair and beautiful a Neck can I cut 
off when T pleaſe. And he would often vaunt, 
That he would pat Celonia to the Rack, but he 
would know the reaſon why he loyw'd ber ſo Paſſi- 
nately. | 

34. Nor was his embitter*d Malice and Envy 
inferiour to his Pride and Cruelty, nor leſs de- 
ſtructive to Perſons of all Ages. For all the 


Statues of Uluſtrious Men, which Auguſtus, by 


reaſon it was not capacious enough to hold 
them, had remov'd out of the Court of the 
Capitol into the Field of Mars, he threw down 
and defac'd at ſi:ch_ a Malicious rate, that they 
could never be mended, 1o as to make their In- 
{criptions legible. And he forbid from thence 
forward the erecting of any Statues in Honour 
of any Perſon living, w:rhout his Order, or by 
his Authority. He had {ome thoughts of quite 
ſupprefling Homer's Works; Expoſtulating, by 
it might not be lawful for Lim: to do what Plato 
had done, who had expelFd him out of bis New 
Commonwealth ? And he was within a very little 
of throwing out the Writings and Statues of 
Virgil and Livy out of all Libraries: Of which, 
he ſaid, The one had no Wit and little Learning 3 
and upbraiding the other with his Verboſity and 
| ſuperficial 
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ſuperficial negligence in compiling his Hiſtory. 
And as for the Lawyers, as if he intended to 
aboliſh the uſe of all their Learning and Know- 
ledge, he would often vaunt, That he hop'd to 
bring it to that paſs, that the Lawyers ſhould 
have nothing to ſay to their Clients, but only to re- 
mit them to him, for the Detrermination of their 
Cauſes. 


35. The Ancient Arms and Badges of their 


| Families he took from all the Nobility. 


From Torquatus his Chain; from Cincinnats 
his dangling Locks; and Pompey, notwith- 
{tanding the Antiquity of his Deſcent, he de- 
priv'd of the Sirname of GREAT. Prolomy, 
of whom I have already made mention, he 
lene for our of egypt, and entertain'd him 
with great Magnificence ; and for his farther 
Honour preſented him with a Gladiatory 
Combat ; but of a ſudden caus'd him forth- 
with to be ſlain, for no other reaſon, but be- 
cauſe at his entrance into the Theater, he 
drew the Eyes of all the Mulrtitude upon him 
with the dazling ſplendor of his Purple Man- 
tle. As often as he met any Perſons that were 
handſom, and that had lovely Heads of Hair, 
he order*d the hinder parts of their Heads. to be 
ſhay'd, on purpoſe to disfigure their Beauty. 
There was Eſins Proculus, whole Father had 
been one of the firſt Centurions of a Legion, 
a Perſon of a goodly Preſence, and ſo remark- 
able for his Tallneſfs, that he was call'd Coloſ- 
ſeros : This Man he caus'd to be haPd of a ſud- 
den from his Place in the Theater, and to be 
brought into the Pit, where he put him firſt 
to fight with a Thracian, who was but ſlightly 


Arm'd, and then with another Fencer, in _ 
pleat 
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pleat Armour after the manner of the Sammnites; 
and after he had vanquiſh'd them both, order'd 
him to be bound hand and foot, to be cloath- 
ed in ſorry Rags, and in that Poſture to be car- 
ry'd from - Street to Street to be ſhewn to the 
Women , and that done, commanded his 
Throat to be cut. In a word, there was no 
Perſon of - never fo mean Condition or low 
Fortune, but he envy'd whatever Nature had 
beſtow*d upon them Extraordinary. To dil- 
poſſeſs the Nemorenſian King, who had for ma- 
ny years enjoy'd the Dignity of High-Prieft in 
the Temple of Diana Aricina, he rais'd and ſup- 
ported a more Potent Adverlary againſt him. 
One day being preſent at a publick Spectacle, 
and obſerving that the People gave an extra- 
ordinary Applauſe to Perius, who was one of 
thoſe that fought as they rode in their Chariots, 
tor having enfranchiz'd a Servant of his, that 
had ſtoutly behav*'d himſelf in a Combat and 
won the Victory, he flung in a great fury out 
of the Theater, and his Gown entangling his 
Foot, down he tumbl'd from Seat to Seat, 
ſtorming and crying out, That the People of 


Rome, who were Lords of Nations, upon a trivial 


occaſios gave more Honour to a pitiful Chariot- 
Dr:ver, than to Conſecrated Princes; more eſpecially 
than to him who was preſent among them. 

36. He neither ſpar'd his own nor the Cha- 
ſtity of any other Perſon. Ir is reported, that 
there was a mutual Commerce of Male Aﬀecti- 
on between him and MM. Lepidus Mneſter the 


Pantg-Mimmick, and ſeveral Perſons thac were - 


lefr with him as Hoſtages. Valerizzs Catullus, a 
young Gentleman of a Conſular Family, was 
vititared by him, and ſo tyr'd with his continual 

T vehemence, 
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vehemence, that he was forc'd to cry: out pub- 
lickly and confeſs the ſhame of being over- 
ridden by him that rivall'd Fupiter's Divinity. 
And beſides his Inceftuary familiarity with his 
Siſters, and his notorious Aﬀection to Pyrallz, a 
Common Proſtitute, there was not: any Lady of 
HUluftrious Quality to whom he gdid not make his 
Adulterous Addreſſes. He would for. the moſt 
part invite them together with their Husbands, 
and as they paſs'd before him one by one, 
would take an exact and leiſurely view of eve- 
ry particular Lady, as if they had been upon 
Sale, lifting up their Chins with his hand, if 
Modeſty would not permit them to hold up 
their Heads of themſelves. Having thus fatisf'd 
his Fancy, he took an occaſion to retire into a 
withdrawing Room with the Lady which he 
lik'd beſt, and by and by returning withthe freſh 
Marks of haſty Laſciviouſneſs, would not {cruple 
to praile or diſparage the Pleaſure of his Enjoy- 
ments; diſcloſing at the ſame time all the Bodily 
Pertecions or Imperfetions which he had dif- 
coverd, and the Behaviour of the Woman in 
the very At. To ſome, in the name of their 
abſent Husbands he ſent a Bitl of Divorce, and 
commanded it to be enter'd upon Record. 

27. In che Profuſeneſs of his Expences, he 
exceeded all the Prodigals of his Time; as ha- 
ving contrivid new ways -of Bathing, and 
found out the moſt prodigions forts of Dyet 


and Entertainments that ' ever were -invented. 


For he bath'd in Oylis of Odoriferous and Pre- 
cious Compoſitions; drank coſtly Pearls dit 
foly'd in Vinegar, and ſet his Bread and Vr 
ands overlaid with Leaf Gold before his Guelts; 
alleCging that a Man was either to be a good 


Husband 
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Husband or an Emperor. Beſides this he icat- 
terd conſiderable Sums of Money among the 
People from the Leads of Fulia's Palace for ſe- 
veral days together. He alſo built of Cedar 
Wood ſeveral Veflels having Ten rows of Oars 
a peice, with Poops inlaid with Gems, and Sails 
of various Colours, with Cabins large enough, 
ſome for Bathing Rooms,. fome for: Portico's to 
walk in, and others for Rooms of State to 
dine and ſup in; and theſe Cabins every one 
planted with variety of Vines and Apple Trees, 
under the ſhade of which as he lay indulging 
his Appetite, and delighting his Ears in the 
midſt of Vocal Harmony and Inſtrumental 
Conlorts, the Gentle Breezes ſlowly moving 
the Maſly Bulks, gave him a continu'd- and 
leiſurely Proſpect of the Campanian Shore. In 
his Pretoriau Edifices, and the Structure ' of his 
Houſes of Pleaſure, all conſideration of Expen- 
pences laid afide, he ſcorn'd whatever was not 
thought impoſſible to be effected. To that 
purpoſe, he rais'd prodigious Moles in tempe:- 
{tuous and deep Seas, fill'd up whole Fields with 
Earth and Rubbiſh to Mountain hight, digg'd an 
open way through hard and Flinty Rocks, and 
levelÞd Mountains with the humble - Plains ; 
and this with an incredible Celerity, while de- 
lay and ſloath were look'd upon as Capital 
Crimes; . 1o that not to mention particulars, in 
leſs than a year he conſunr'd a prodigious Maſs 
of Wealth, beſides all that Treature which 
the parcimony of Tiberizs Ce{ar had hoarded 
up, amounting to no lets than Six hunder'd 1e- 
venty five hunder'd thouſand Crowns, or ac- 
cording to the Vulgar computation, Sixty ieven 
Millions and a halt, 
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33. Thus Exhauſted, and reduc'd to want, 
he bent his mind to Rapine and Extortion, rai- 
ſing Money to ſupply his Neceffities by various 
and the moſt exquifitely invented ways of Ac- 
cuſations, Penalties, Confiſcations and Tributes. 
He deny'd the Priviledge of Reman Freedom to 
all People that had purchas'd it for themſelves 
and their Poſterity, unleſs they were Sons. For 
that the word Poſterity extended no farther than 
to that ſingle degree. And producing the Pa- 
tents of 7ulius and Auguſtus, he bewail'd them 
as \uperannuated and obſolete : And all who aft- 
ter that, had by any way or means augmented 
their Fortunes, he tax'd with having given in a 
falſe Eſtimate of - their Eſtates. All the laſt 
Wills of the chief Centurions of the Legions, 
who from the beginning of Tiberizs's Reign, 
had neither left Tiberins nor himſelf their Heir, 
he CancelVd as being void in Law. Alfo he 
1:17 d upon the Poſleflions of all other Men, 
it any one would but come in and aver, that he 
deſign'd upon his Death-Bed to make Ceſar his 
Heir. By which means having ſtruck a Ter- 
rour into all forts of People, when Strangers 
had declar'd him Co-heir with their Friends, 
and Parents with their Children, he call'd 
them Cheats ; for that after ſuch a Nuncupati- 
on, they 1till liv'd on, and therefore to many 
he fenc poylon'd Cakes for Lucre of preſenc 
Poſſeftion. Of ſuch Cauſes as theſe he himſelf 
rook Cognizance, having firſt determin'd the 
Fine, and when the Penalty was once pro- 
nounc'd, then, and not till then, he departed 
tne Court, And ſo impatient he wes of delay, 
coat 1n one Sentence he Condemn'd 1bove Forty 
Pcrions for ſeveral Crimes, boaſting to Ceſonia, 
How 
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How much Buſineſs he had diſpatch'd, while ſhe was 
taking her Afternoons Nap. He expos'd to ſale 


by way of Auction all the Furniture of his 
Plays and Spectacles, together with the Actors 


_ and Combatants themſelves, for which there 


was no farther uſe, ſetting the Prices upon eve- 
ry thing himſelf, and; that at ſuch exceflive 
Rates, that many People who were ruin'd by 
che purchaſes which they were compelPd to 
make, cut their.own Veins and bled to death. 
*Tis well known to all the World, that Aponizs 
Saturninzs being aſleep upon one of the Ben- 
ches, Caims gave notice to the Cryer, not to 
torget that Pretorian Gentleman, who by the 
frequent nodding of his Head, agreed ro the 
payment of the Sums which he proclainrd ; 
nor would he ſuffer the Auction to ceaſe, till 
Saturninns, who was ignorant of the Matter, 
was forc'd to pay Two hunder'd and five 
and twenty thouſand Crowns for thirteen Gla- 
diators. + 

39. In Galliaalſo, after he had ſold the Or- 
naments, Houſhold-ſtuff, Servants, and Chil- 
dren of his Condemr'd Siſters, being allur'd by 
the Gains of that Sale, whatever old Furniture 
he had once already fold, he demanded 
again from the Purchaſers : for the carriage of 
which, beſides the Waggons which ſtood ready 
to be hir'd, he preſs'd alſo the Bakers and Mil- 
lers Horſes. So that there was many times a 


_ ſcarcity of Bread in the City ; and many Peo- 
ple that had Suites depending, depriv'd of 


Conveniencies to bring them up to the City, 
loſt their Cauſes, either for want of Appear- 
ance, or elſe through the Forfeiture of their 
Securities, In the raking together of which 
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Furniture, there was nothing either of Fraud 
or Diflimulation omitted : ſometimes upbraid- 
ing the People with Covetouſneſs, and won- 
dring, They ere not aſhani'd to be Richer than He ; 
ſometimes difſembling a kind of Grief, that he 
ſhould be forc'd to part with the Ornaments of 
the Imperial Manſionsto raiſe Money for his Ne- 
ceſlities. However finding that a certain Weal- 
thy Provincial had pay*d Five thouſand Crowns 
to the Officers employ'd for the inviting his 
Gueſts, to the end he might have an Opportu- 
nity in the Place of ſome other, to dine at the 
Emperours Table ; he was nothing offended 
to {ce the Honour of his Table vallu'd at ſo 
kigh a Rate. And therefore the next day, as 
he was ſitting at the Auction, he ſent him ſome 
frivolous Toy or other, for his Five thouſand 
Crowns, and withall 'bid the Meſlenger tell 
him, That he ſhould ſup with Cxſar upon bis own 
invitation, Cd | LETE | 

40. His Impoſts and Cuſtoms, which were 
both new and ill then .unheard:.of, he collect- 
ed ar firft by his Farmers or Publicans ; but find- 
ing their Gains too great, he afterwards caus'd 
them to be gather'd by his Pretorian Centurions 
and Tribunes; no Perſon or Commodity eſca- 
ping upon which he did not lay ſome ſort of 
Exciſe or other. For all ſorts of Proviſions 
that were ſold in the City, the Rate was cer- 
tain- and ſettYd. For all ſorts of -Actions at 
Law, in whatſoever Place or Court com- 
menc'd, he took the Fortieth part of the Value 
of the Sum in difpute ; impoting a grievous 
Penalty upon thoſe that either compounded or 

let fall their Suits. He exacted the Eighth part |} 
of the Porters daily Gains, and from all the 
Common 
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Common Proſtitutes the Gratuity for one 
Nights Familiarity. And there was added at 
the :beginning of the Law, that not only the 
Bawds and common Harlots ſhould be liable to 
Publick Duties, but that all People that were 
marry'd ſhould alfo pay a certain Rate. 

41. Theſe Impoſitions being only publiſh'd 
by Proclamation, but not confirm'd by any 
Law that ſettI'd the Books of Rates, for want of 
which many branglings and miſtakes aroſe on 
both ſides, at length at the importunate Sup- 
plication of the People, an A& was ſet forth, 
but in Characters ſo illegible, ſo cloſe written, 
and hung up in ſuch blind holes, that ic was a 
hard matter to find it out, or to read it when it 
was found. And that he nughe not omic any 
fort of Extortion, he built up a Brothel-Houſe 
in his own Palace, with ſeveral Apartiments 
furniſh'd according to the Dignicy of the 
Place, for Ladies and Gentlemen to enjoy the 
Fruits of their clandeſtine: Amours. And to 
force a Trade, he ſent about his Officers, that 
were well acquainted with the Names of the 
Gentry, to invice both young and old to bring 
their Miſtreſles to his Conveniencies; of whom 
when 'they came, he receiv'd his Ignominious 
Toll; which there were Perſons that ſtood 
ready to receive, and ſet down the Names of 
every Man in a Book, as Benetadors to Cz/ar's 
Revenue. Nor did he deſpiſe the Profit of Ga- 
ming, of which he made the greateſt Benefic 
by Lying and Perjury. And one time among 
the reſt,giving his Dice to his next tellow Game- 
ſter to play for him, he went out into the 
Court-Yard next the Street ; at what time ha- 
ving ſpy'd two Wealthy Gentlemen of Rowe that 

'S:4 were 
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were paſling by, he commanded them without 
delay to be both apprehended, and their E- 
ſtates to be confiſcated; and then returning 
with great Joy to his Company, he cry'd 
out, That he never had flung a better Caſt in his 
Life. 

4 Upon the Birth of his Daughter, which 
happen'd much about the ſame time, he com- 
plain'd ſadly of his Poverty, not only as un- 
able to ſupport his Imperial Dignity, but his Fa- 
mily Expences; by which means he was preſent- 
ed with vaſt Contributions for the Infants Edu- 
cation, and her future Dowry. He alſo made 
publick Proclamation that at the beginning of 
the Year he would be ready to receive his 
New-years Gifts, to which purpoſe upon the 
Firſt of Fazuary he took up his Station under 
the Entrance into his Palace, to receive the 
Preſents which the People in throngs, with full 
Hands and by Laps-full, pour'd down before 
him one with another, of a thouſand forts. 
At length he was ſo inflam'd with a deſire of 
feeling Money, that he would ſometimes walk 
barefoot over infinite Sums on purpoſe ſpread 
abroad in a ſpacious Room, and ſometimes 
wallow with his whole Body and rowle himſelf 
in his glittering heaps. 

43. During the whole time of his Life, he 
never was engag'd in War or Martial Afﬀairs 
but once ; and then rather by chance 


+ At this day Bevaria a 
large City in Umbria. 

+ Still Clitunno, in 
the ſame Province ; of 
which Pliny writes,that 
it makes black Oxen 
that drink its Waters 
turn white, | 


than that he deſfign'dit; and that 
was when he made his Progreſs to 
* Mevaria to viſit the Wood and Ri- 
ver of + Clitumnns. Av what time be- 
ing advis'd to fill up the Number of 
his Batavians, of which his Lite- 

| Guards 
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Guards then conſiſted, a violent Fancy took 


him to make War upon the Germans. There- 
upon without any more delay, he order'd his 
Legions and Auxiliaries to a General Rendez- 
vVouzZe, made new Levies every where with a 
moſt indefatigable diligence ; and having fur- 
niſh'd himſelf wich Ammunition and Proviſion, 
ſo as the like was never ſeen before, he ſet for- 
ward upon his March, ſometimes with ſo much 
haſte and Rapid Fury, that the Pretorian Coborts 
were forc'd to leave their Standards to be 
brought after by their Carriage-Horlſes, that 
they might be able to follow him with the grea- 
ter Expedition ; at other times 1ſo ſlowly and 
with ſo much State, that he was carry'd in a 
Litter upon the Shoulders of eight Men, while 
others were ſent before to command the Towns 
upon the Road to ſweep and water their High- 
Ways againſt he came by. 

. So ſoon as he arriv'd at the Camp, that 
he might ſhew himſelf a ſmart and ſevere Ge- 
neral, he diſmiſs'd the Legates that came lateſt 
with their Troops to the Rendezvouze,diſgrac'd 
and diſhonour'd : And when he came to Muſter 
his Army, he caſhier'd the greateſt part of his 
Centurions that were grown old, and ſome but 
very few days before their Service was out; pre- 
tending their Age render'd them Feeble and un- 
fit for Service ; and then accuſing them of Lazy 
Avarice, retrench'd their Stipends ; by which 
means he ſav'd to himſelf no leſs than a Hun- 
dred and eighty thouſand Crowns. However, 
notwithſtanding all theſe mighty Preparations, 
the expectation of his great Performances 
ended all in only receiving into his Protecti- 
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the Britains, who being baniſh'd by his Father, 
fled to him for Succour with a ſmall handful of 
Men. However, as if he had ſabdu'd the whole 
iſland, he ſent to Rome triumphant Letters of 
his Heroick Atchievments full of Vanity and 
Oftentation ; charging the Meſſengers to ride 
direatly up with their Poſt-horſes to the very 
Forum and the Senate Houſe, and not to deli- 
ver their Letters to the Confuls but in the Tem- 
ple of Mars, and in a full-:Senate. 

45. After that, all farther occaſion of War 
ceaſing, he order'd ſome Germans, of the 
Guards of his Body, to croſs the Rbzime, and 
hide themſelves a while in ſome = conve- 
nienc; and the next day all of a ſudden, after 
he had din'd, to give him an Alarum by Meſ- 
{engers who were to look as if they were ſur- 
prisd, and almoſt half ont of their Wits, that 
the. Enemy was at hand. Which being done, 
he flew immediately with ſome of his familiar 
Favouritcs, and a Squadron of the Praetoriar 
Horſe to the next Wood ; where after he had 
lopt off the Branches of ſeveral Trees, and 
deckt his Attendants with the Bonghs, he re- 
turn'd to the Camp by Torch-light, reproaching 
thoſe that did not follow him with ſloath and 
Cowardice. But for his Companions that had 
fuſtain'd the Brunt of the day, and were ſha- 
re's with him in the Victory, them he honour'd 
with Crowns of a new fort and Name, which 
being diſtinguiſhd by their ſeveral Reſemblan- 
ces to the Sun, Moon and Stars, he calld Ex- 
ploratory. Moreover to add to his Fame, he ap- 
pointed certain young Lads to be violently ta- 
ken from School as Hoftages. Within fome 


iew Hours afterwards, theſe Youths were ſent 
away 
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away privately ſome Miles before under a ſlen- 
der Guard ; but then news being brought him 
as if the Hoſtages had made their eſcapes, up 
he ſtarts of a ſudden from the Table, and with 
a Party of Horſe purſues the Fugitives; and 
having brought them back to the Camp, laid 
them in Irons as great Tranſgreſfors ; no leſs 
vainly and oftentatiouſly playing his part in this 
Interlude, than in the former ; as he, who up- 
on his returning to his Supper, when word 
was brought him that his Party was rally'd a- 
gain and ſafe, order'd the Meitſengers, in their 
compleat Armour as they were, to take their 
Places at the Table ; and with all admoniſh'd 
chem by repeating that known Verſe in Virgil, 


Durarent, ſecundiſque ſe Rebus ſervarent. 


To Perſevere, and for Succeſs 
Reſerve their Noble Conrapes. 


In the midſt of theſe Tranſactions he moſt 
bitterly reproach'd' the abſent Senate and Peo- 
ple of Rome, For that while Czlar was engag'd 
n Battel and expoſing his Perſon to Jo many dan- 
gers, they did nothing but Feaſt and Revel, and fol- 
low their Paſtimes inthe Cirque, and Theaters, and 
at their Country Houſes, wallowing in Riot and Va- 
riety of Pleaſures. 

46. Laſtly, as if he had been going about to 
to hazard the Fortune of a War upon the 
Chance of a ſingle Engagement, having embat- 
telFd his Army upon the Sea Shore, and diſpos'd 
his Engins to the beſt advantage, when no body 
could imagin his deſign, he commanded his 
Men to go and fill their Helmets and their 
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Laps full of the Shells that lay upon the Sand, 
which he call'd, The Spoils of the Ocean, due to 
the Palace and the Capitol. In the ſame place al- 
io he erected an exceeding high Tower as 2 
Monument of his Victory, to ſerve as a Land- 
Mark by day, and from whence, as irom a 
Beacon, burning Lights might give dired&tion to 
Vellels ſteering their Courſe along that Coaſt, 
in the Night time. Afeerwards having declar'd 
his reſolution to give a Largeſs to the Soldiery 
of-a Hunder'd Deneers a Man, as if he had ſur- 
pals all the Examples of Bounty and Munti- 
cence that ever were, Go, ſaid he, and blefs 
your ſelves, go and be Rich. | 

47. Then bending all his thoughts in order 
to his 'Triumph, beſides the Barbarian Captives 
and Fugitives, he cull'd out the talleſt he could 
meet with among the Gauls, and to uſe his own 
Expreflion, d&rdferauCiulss, Such as were worthy to 
attend a Triumpher ; and ſome there were of the 
Principal Nobility which he ſet apart in or- 
der to his Pomp : to which purpoſe he com- 
pell'd them to dye their Hair red; to let their 
Locks grow 3 to learn the German Language, 
and alſume Barbarian Names. He alfo com- 
manded the Gallies in which he had ventur'd 
out to Sea, to be carry*d to Rome, the greateſt 
part of the way by Land. He allo wrote to 
his Stewards at Rome, That they (hould make rea- 
ay for him @ Triumph, at as little charges as might 
be ; but ſuch a one that the like was never ſcen be- 


fore, in regard the Fſtates of all his Subjedts were 


at their Diſpoſal. 

49. But before he departed the Provinces, he 
defign'd one of the moſt horrid and bloody Pro- 
jeas that ever could enter into the Head of 

| Man; 
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Man ; which was to have murder'd thoſe Le- 
gions, that had formerly mutini'd preſent- 
ly after the death of Auguſtzzs, and had beſieg'd 
his Father Germaniczs and himſelf, but then an 
Infant. And though he were with great difficulty 
reclaim'd from ſuch a violent and raſh defign, yet 
could he by no Impprtunity be prevail'd upon, 
but that he wouldfput to death every Tenth 
Man. To which purpoſe, having ſummon'd 
the Soldiers together without their Arms, nor 
ſo much as with their Swords by their ſides, as 
if he had had ſome Speech to make to them, he 
caus'd them to be ſurrounded with his Armed 
Horſe. But obſerving that the greateſt part, 
ſaſpeting ſomething more than ordinary, 
flunk away to reſume their Weapons, in caſe of 
any violence offer'd, he fled outof the Afſemb- 
ly and haftew'd with all the ſpeed imaginable to 
Rome,turning all his Fury upon the Senate, upon 
whom he openly threater'd to revenge the Ig- 
nominious Reports that were ſpread about con- 
cerning him. Complaining among other 
things, that he was defrauded of his juſt Tri- 
umph, whereas he had publickly declar'd bur a 
little before, char no body ſhould prefume to 
meddle with his Honours. 

49. Therefore being attended upon the Rode 
by the Commiſſioners of the moſt ample Or- 
der, beſeeching him to haſten his Return, with 
a loud and ſurly Tone, I wil} come, ſaid he, 7 
will come, and bring this alowg with me, laying 
his Hand upon the Hilc of his Sword. More- 
over, he declar'd by publick Proclamation, 


That he ould return, but only to thoſe that wiſh'd 


well to the Equeſtrian Order, and the People of 
Rome; for that as to the Senate he would no longer 
prove 
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prove either a Citizen or a Prince, He alfo forbid 
that any of the Senatars ſhould come forth to 
meet him ; and therefore either laying aſide his 
Triumph, or deterring it till another time, he 
made his entry into the City only after the man- 
ner of Ovaticz ; and four Months after came to 
his End, having perpetrated moſt Inhuman and 
Prodigtious Vitlanies, and deſigning ſomewhat 
greater. For it was in his thoughts, after he 
had cut off the choiceſt and braveſt Perſons of 
both Orders, to have remov'd his Court firſt to 
Antium, and thence to Alexandria, And that 
no body may queſtion the Truth of this report, 
there were two little Note-Books found in . his 
Clofjer, the one Entitled Gladizs, the other 
Pugio; both containing the Names of thoſe Per- 
tons whom he had deſign'd for Slaughter. 
There was alſo found in the ſame place a large 
Cheſt, full of all forts of Poyſons. Which be- 
ing afterward order'd by Claudinvs to be 
thrown into the Sea, ſo violently infeted the 
Water, that the Fiſh dy'd, and were caſt upon 

the Shorc by the 'Tydes. | 
<o. As to his Stature, he was very tall, pale- 
tac'd, but irregularly proportion'd ; his Neck 
and Thighs bcing extreamly ſlender; - his Eyes 
and "Temples hollow ; his Forhead large, wich 
a grim Afped&t; his Hair thin, and the top of 
his Head quite bald ; but in all other Parts of 
his Body long and ſhagged. Wherefore as he pal- 
fed by, it was a heinous Crime to look down 
upon him from any place that was above him, 
or to name a Goat upon any occaſion. His 
Countenance, which was naturally ſevere and 
threatning, he made it his bufineſs to render 
yet more terrible by Art, ſetting and meg 
| © 
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his Looks by his Glaſs to all the Poſtures of 
Dread and Afﬀrightment. He never had any 
conſtant Health either in Body or Mind. 
While he was a Boy, he was troubPd with the 
Falling-Sickneſs; in his Adoleſcency, patient of 
Labour : yet then, he was many times ſo infeſt- 
ed with fainting Fits,that he could hardly go or 


ſtand, or ſit upright. He was ſenſible himſelf. 


of the Infirmity of his Mind, inſomuch that 
he had frequent thoughts of retiring to take 
Phyſick for his head. It was believ'd that he 
had been drench'd by his Wife Ceſoria with a 
Philter or Love Potion, which depriv'd him of 
his Senſes and made him almoſt mad. He was 
extreamly tormented for want of ſleep ; for he 
never ſlept above three Hours in a Night ; nor 
was that ſhort reit without the Diſturbance of 
troubleſom Dreams, and Viſions; and among 
the reſt he fancy'd that he ſaw ſomething in the 
ſhape of the Sea that held him in a long Dil- 
courſe, Wherefore he {ſpent the greateſt part of 
the Night in watchful diſorder of Miad ; ſome- 
times fitting upright in his. Bed ; by and by 
getting up, and running from Gailery to Galle- 
ry, continually wiſhing for daylight. 

51. And to this diſtractedneſs of Mind may 
juſtly be attributed the moſt of his Vices, 
more eſpecially his extream Confidence, and 
his extraordinary Fear. For he that 1o deſpi- 
cably contemn'd the Gods, upon the leaſt flaſh of 
Lightning or clap of 'Thunder, would ſhut his 
Eyes, and muffle up his Head in his Cloak. 
But if it Thunder'd and Lighten'd in good ear- 
neft, then he leap'd out in his Shirt and hid 
himſelf under the Bed. When he came into 
Sicily, notwithſtanding he had ſo derided, -- 
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he had done, the Miracles of ſeveral Places, he 
was ſo diſmally terrifed with the ſmoaking and 
roaring of the Mountain Etna, that he would 
not ſtay for day-light, but run away from Me/- 
/ma inthe Night, as if all the Devils in Hell 
had been at his Heels. And though he fre- 
quently threaten'd the Barbarians what ſtrange 
Feats he would do, yet being to march in his 
Calaſh on the other ſide the Rhine, through a 
narrow Paſſage with a thick Body of Men, 
that were forc'd to diſorder their Ranks to get 
through ; upon the meer ſaying of one of the 
voldiers, What a Confuſion would there be if an 
Enemy ſhculd appear, he preſently got a Horſe- 
back, and gallopp'd full ſpeed back to the Brid- 
ges ; but finding them ſtopp*d up by the Wag- 
gons and Baggage, impatient of delay, he 
caus'd himſelf to be handed from one Man to 
another over their Heads, till he thought him- 
{cir out of harms way. Soon after, news be- 
ing brought him that the Germans were rebell'd, 
he thought of nothing leſs than flight, and for 
the more ſpeedy convenience of a late eſcape, 
order'd a Fleet to be got ready ; having this 
one Comfort ſtill remaining, that though the 
Victorious Enemy ſhould make themſelves Ma- 
fters of the 4ps, as the Cimbri formerly did, 
or of the City it ſelf, which anciently the Se- 
nones had done, yet he (hould reſerve his Tranf- 
marine Provinces entire. And upon this Puſil- 
lammity and Cowardice of his it was, that his 
Aſafſinates, after they had ſlain him, gave it 
out among the Soldiers, who began to Mutiny, 
that he had killd himſelf, in a Panick Fear 
and Conſternation, upon the News of a loſt 
Bactel. 

52. As 
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52. As to his Cloaths, his Shooes, and his 
Robes of Ornament, he neither obſerv*d the 
Faſhion of his Country, nor Mode of a Citi- 
zen : hardly reconcil'd to Mens Apparel, bur 
altogether Fantaſtick, nothing would ſerve him 
but the Poetical Habits of the Gods. Some- 
times he publickly ſhew'd himſelf in a long 
hanging Cloak all over Embroider'd, and ſet 
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with pretious Stones, with * long Sleeves down * 4n zfe- 
to his Wriſts, which were bede& with fump- minare ſort 
teuous Bracelets ; ſometimes all in Silks, and his 9f _Faſhzon 


Waſt ſurrounded with a kind of Fardingale ; 


deſpis'd by 
the Ro- 


ſometimes in Slippers ; ſometimes in Buskins ; mans. 


ſometimes in cloſe Trouſes like thoſe of the 
common Soldiers; and many times in Wo- 
mens Pumps. At other times, and indeed for 
the moſt part, you ſhould ſee him with his 
Golden Beard, holding in his Hand ſometimes 
Fupiters Feretrum or Thunder Shafts; ſometimes 
Neptunes Trident ; and the next day Mercuries Ca- 
ducerrs or Winged Wand; andat another time a 
Crotchet came into his Head to trip it along in 
the Habit of YVenus.. Many times alſo he would 
put on his triumphal Robes, before he fer for- 
ward upon his Expedition. And then it was 
that he alſo took great Pride to buckle on the 
Corſlet of Alexander the Great, which he order'd 
to be taken out of his Sepulcher. 

53. He had little or no kindnels for the Libe- 
ral Sciences, but was greatly addicted co the 
Study of Eloquence, though he were endow'd 
with a Natural fluency or utterance : and if he 
were to declaim againſt any one, or when he 
was angry, he had his Words and Expreflions 
at Command. His Pronuntiation alſo was 
diſtinct, and the Tone of his Voice clear, fo 
that he might be heard. at a great diſtance : 
And 
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And ſuch was his Ardency, and the heat 
of his Paflion in arguing, either on the one ſide 
or the other, that he could never ſtand ſtill in 
the ſame place. A more ſinooth and Polite 
way of writing he ſo far derided, that of Se- 
neca, who was highly applauded at that time, 
he gave his Judgment, That his Writings were no- 
thing but other Mecns Notions clapt together, and 
meer Sand without Lime. le would allo make 
it his ſtudy to aniwer ſuch Orators who had 
ſucceeded with higheſt Applauſe in their Plead- 
ings; and undertake the Accuſations or Defen- 
ces of great Criminals in the Senate as his Hu- 
mour led him ; and as he happerfd to. be either 
ſoit or impetuous he would either letien or ag- 
gravate the Offence ; at what time he would 
by publick Proclamation invite the Gentlemen 
of Reme to come and hear him. 

54. Other Arts, and thoſe of feveral ſorts he 
mott {tudiouſly afte&ted and practis'd. He was a 
great Fencer and Chariot-Driver, and an exqut- 
tice Singer and Dancer. He play'd at Foyls with 
great Skill : ke manag'd his Chariots in all the 
dificule turnings and windings of the Czrcas ; 
and he was ſo traniported with Singing and 
Dancing, that even at the publick Shows and 

Theaters he could nat retrain 


* I: being the Cuſtom 
for the People at that 
time upon the Eves be- 
fore great Solemnities 
to fit up all Night, and 
this was calPd Cele- 
brating a Pervigithum 3 
7:7t unlike the Majjes at 
this time, Celebrated 
at Midsizht before the 
Mernungs of foleum Fe- 


thvals, 


from finging along witn the Tra- 
gedian, and imitating his Geftures 
either by way or Applauſe cr Dit 
like. Nor is there any other Rea- 
ſon to be given, why the day betore 
he was kild, he proclaim'd a * Per- 
vieium, but that by the benefit of 
the Licentiouſncls practis'd in the 
time of thoſe Vigils, he might take 
his opportunity to be firſt upon the 
Stage. 
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Stage. Sometimes alſo he .;yould appoint his 
Balls in the Night time. And one time among 
the reſt he ſent for two Perſons of Conſular 
Dignity out of their Beds at Three a Clock in 
the Morning ; and when they came full of fa- 
tal Fears and Apprehenſions, plac'd them in a 
Gallery ; and by and by with a great noiſe of 
Fifes and Caſtanets, he came dancing forth in 
a looſe Garment down to his Heels; and having 
danc'd out his Tune, as ſuddenly made his 
Exit. But as ready witted and active as he was 
in other things, he never could be taught to 
ſwim. But where he took a ſtrong Afﬀection, 
thoſe he lov'd and doated upon even to Mad- 
neſs : Therefore he would itrequently kits 
Minejter, the Pantomimick, upon the Puablick 
Stage : and if any one while he was dancing, 
offer'd to make the leaſt noiſe, he caus'd him to 
be pulFd down from his Seat, and ſcourg'd 
him with his own Hands. A Gentleman of 
Rome making ſome diſturbance at ſuch a time, 
he order'd by a Centurion to retire to Oftia with- 
out delay, and to. carry certain Letters to King 
Ptolomy into Mauritania ;, the Contents of which 
were, To the Perſon hom 1 have ſent, do neither 
any good nor any harm. 
 _ $55. He gave the Command of the German 
Guards of his Body to certain Gladiators who 
were call'd Threces ; but compell'd the Airmil- 
lons to lay aſide the greateſt part of their Arms; 
Columbus a Mirmillion having receiv'd a light 
hurt in a Combat, he order'd a certain ſort of 
Poylon to be dropt into his Wound, which fron 
thence he calld Columbinum ; for 10 among o- 
ther Poyſons, the Glaſs wherein this was con- 
tain'd, was found written upon, He was fo 
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addicted to the Party of the Charioteers, call 
Green Coats, that he would often ſup and lye all 
Night in their Stables. And to Cyrhiczs, a 
Chariot-driver, at a Revelling bout, he preſen- 
red as a Token of his Favour, no leſs than 
Fifty thouſand Crowns, for his laſt Courſe. 
As tor his Horſe, which he calPd Incitatzrs, for 
whoſe ſake the day before the Circey/ian Games, 
he would always order the Soldiers to give 
notice to the Neighbourhood not to make a 
noiſe, for fear of diſturbing his Reſt, he builc 
him up a Marble Stable, with a Manger of Ivo- 
ry, and richly furniſh'd it with Purple Houſing 
Cloaths, and a Collar of Precious Stones to 
come round the Horſes Neck : More than that, 
he allow'd him a Houſe and Attendants, with 
coſtly furniture, for the more ſplendid Entertain- 
ment of ſuch as ſhould be invited in the Horſes 
Name : and ſome report, that he intended to 
have made his-Horſe a Conſul. 

56. But in the midſt of all this Imperious 
Riot and raging Extravagancy, not a few, but 
many Perſons were contriving ro rid him our 
of the World. Bur 2iter the diſcovery of two 
Confpiracies, while others delay'd for want of 
Opportunity, there were two Perſons that im- 
parted their defign one to another, and 
brought it to perie&tion, not without the Privi- 
ty © his molt powerful enfranchiz'd Bondmen, 
and Officers of the Pratorian Guards. Becanſe 
they tound themſelves nam'd as accomplices in 
a former Conſpiracy; which though it were 
falle, yet they, perceiv'd themſelves not only 
bitpected but hared by him- For afcer he had 
:ngl d them our one'day, he drew his Sword 
and made a deep. Proteſtation, That be was _ 
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ling to dye, if they thought him worthy of death, 
whereby though he did not abſolurcely accuſe 
them, yet it was a fair intimation that they 
lay under a Mortal jealoutie : nor did he ceaſe 
from thence forward to accuſe them one to an- 
other behind their backs, by that means to ſet 
them together by the Ears, and force them to 
mutual Impeachments. When they had agreed 
upon the "Time and Place, which was to attack 
him as he came forth at Noon from the Palatine 
Plays to go to Dinner, Caſſizs Cherea, a Tri- 
bune of the Pretorian Cohort, deiir'd the Ho- 
nour of being the firſt Aggreſlor : For in re- 
gard he was ſomewhat ltricken in years, Caizs 
was wont to make him the Mark of his Taunts 
and Scots; and particularly to deride him for an 
Old and Effteminate Coward ; 1o that when he 
came to receive the Word from him a nights, 
he would give him Priapzs or Venws; and when 
he came to kiſs his Hand, he would reach it 
him forth indeed, but always in an obſcene and 
unbeſeeming Poſture. 

57. There were many Prodigies that Por- 
tended his Murther., Art Olympia, the Statue of 
Fupiter, when they were pulling it down, in or- 
der to its being tranſported to Rowe by his 
Command, of a ſudden burſt forth into ſuch a 
laughter, that the Scaffold being looſen'd and 
ready to fall, the Workmen ran away in great 
Contuſion ; at what time there immediately ap- 
pear'd a certain Perſon, Cafſirrs by Name, at- 
firming, That he was warn'd in a Dream to offer 
up a Bull to Jupiter. "The Capitol at Capua, a- 
bout the beginning ' of March was fir'd by 
Lightning from Heaven ; and at Rome the Por- 
ters Lodge belonging to his Palace. And ſome 

FA there 
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there were who fromthe latter Prodigy pretend- 
ed to affirm ſome danger was portended to the 
Maſter of the Houſe ; by the former, ſome re- 
markable Murder, as had been formerly com- 
mitted the fare day upon the Body of Fulirs 
Cz/ar. Coming allo to Conſult the Aſtrolo- 
ger Sylla, about his Nativity, he afſfur'd him, 
That his end was certainly at hand. In the ſame 
manner, the Prieſteſſes of Fortune at Antium 
bid him beware of one whoſe Name was Ca/- 
firs ; for which reaſon, he had ſent to have 
Caſſirs Longinus, who was Proconſul of 4{a, 
put to death, forgetting that Cherea's Name was 
alſo Caſſirrs, Moreover, the day before he 
was killF'd, he dreamt that he was 1n Heaven 
ſtanding by the Throne of Fupiter, who gave 
him a ſpurn with the Toe of his right Foot, and 
kickt him headlong to the Earth. Several other 
Accidents that happen'd alſo the very day that 
he was murderd, were look'd upon to be no 
other than Predi&tions of his enſuing Fate. 
For as hs was Sacrificing, the Blood of a Phe- 
nicopterſparted all upon his Cloaths. And Areſter 
the Pantomimick danc'd that day the ſame Tra- 
gedy, which Neoptolemus the Tragedian Adted, 
at the Plays when Philip King of Macedon 
was ſtabb'd. Likewiſe in the Comedy call'd 
Laureol:s, where the Aftor endeavouring haſti- 
ly' to eſcape fome imminent danger vomirs 
Blood, becauſe no notice could be taken of 
what the Play required, therefore to confirm 
the Prodigy, the whole Stage was cover d with 
Blood. TYhe fame day alio there were great 


Preparations for a Maſque, wherein the Fa- , 


bles of Hell were to be untolded by e Epyptians 
and Ethiopians, 
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58. Upon the Ninth day after the Kalends of 
February, about the Seventh Four, being at a 
ſtand whether he ſhould riſe togo to Dinner or 
no, his Supper which he had eaten the Night 
before not being well digeſted, at length over- 
rul'd by his Favourites, he raſe and went forth. In 
the way he was to paſs by an Apartiment where 
certain Youths of Noble Quality, that had been 
ſent for out of 4/ia, to ſing the Praiſes of Caizs, 
and dance the Pyrrhick Dances upon the Taea- 
ter, were making themſelves ready to begin, 
which caus'd him to make a ſtop, to view and en» 
courage the young Gentlemen : and had it not 
been, but that the Chief of the Company com- 
plaind he was a cold, he had gone preſently 
back, and ſeen them ad without any farther 
delay. But here the Story is two ways told ; 


_ for ſome report that as he was talking to the 


Boys, Cherea came behind him, and gave 

him a Mortal Gaſh in the Neck with his Han- 

ger, uttering theſs Words as he ſtruck, 

* Hoc age : Mind this; and that then, * Which were the words 
Cornelins Sabinzs, another of the query = —_ Ar 
Conſpirators, and a Tribune beſides, ina. re = 
being got before him, ran him quite juſt beginning ro ſolem- 
through the Body. Others relate, nize the Divine Worſhip, 
that Sabinus, after certain Centurions, 9 Juſt reac tooffer Sa- 
who were of the Conipiracy, had _— 

remov'd the Croud trom about his Perſon, 

came to him, and defir'd the Word, according 

to the Military Cuſtom ; whereupon Cazzs gi- 

ving hym Tupiter, Chzrea cry'd out, Accipe ra- 

tum, take it confirm'd; and as- Caligula look'd 

back, art one blow ſtrook off his Jaw, and felPd 

him to the Ground. Where, as he lay groveling 


and gathering up his Limbs, while he faintly 
4 Cry d, 
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cry'd, he was yet alive, the reſt of the Con- 
{pirators fell in, and finiſh'd their work with a- 
bove Thirty Wounds. For the Ford among 
them all was Repere, As him again; and ſome 
there were who run their Swords through his 
ſecret parts. Upon the firſt noiſe of the Tu- 
mult, his Litter-Men came in to his Reſcue 
with their Shouldering-Staves, and preſently at- 
ter his German Guards, who ſlew ſome of the 
Conſpirators, and ſome Senators who were al- 
together Innocent. . | 

59. He liv'd Nine and twenty Years, and 
Reign'd three Years ten Months and eight 
Days. His Body was carry d into the Lamiar 
Gardens, where being half burnt upon a Fune- 
ral Pile that was heap'd together in haſte, it 
was cover'd over {lightly with a thin Turf, for 
the preſent. Bur upon the return of his Siſters 
from baniſhment, they took up the Body a- 
gain, burnt it a ſecond time, and decently be- 
{towed his Aſhes. Certain it 1s, that till that 
was done, the Gardiners could never ſleep in 
quict for Apparitions and Viſions that haunted 
the place in the Night. And in the ſame Houle 
where he was killd, there was not a Night that 
paſs'd without the terrible diſturbance of 
Nodturnal Phantomes. His Wife Ceſonia was 
kilPd ar the ſame time, being ftabb'd by a Cen- 
curion, and his Infant Daughter had her Brains 
miſerably daſh'd out againſt the Wall. 

60. By this may any Man guels, at the Con- 
dition of thoſe times. For when the News of 
the Murder was ſpread abroad, it was not pre- 
lently believ'd : Infomuch that ſome Perſons 
ſuſpected it to be a Contrivance of Cazzs himſelf 
to raiſe a torg'd Rumour of his being _ 
that 
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that by that means he might diſcover the Af- 
fetions of the People toward him. Nor did 
che Confpirators deſign any Perſon to ſucceed 
him. On the other ſide the Senate were ſo 
unanimouſly reſolv'd to recover their Ancient 
Liberties, that the Conſuls would not fummon 
the Senate to the uſual Place of Affembly, be- 
cauſe it was call'd Falia, but to the Capel. 
And ſome there were who deliver*d their Opi- 
nions, that the Memory of the Cex/ars was to be 
aboliſh'd, and that their Temples were to be 
laid in Aſhes. And here by the way it is parti- 
cularly to be obſerv*'d, that all the Cz/ars whoſe 
Pranomens or firſt Names were Cazzs, came to 
an untimely end by the Hands of Ailaflinates, 
beginning from him who was murder'd in 


Cicero's Time. 
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 IVTA, when ſhe was marry'd big with 
Child to Auguſtzs, within three 
Months after, was deliver'd of Druſz, 
the Pather of Claudizrs Ceſar , being 
firſt of all calld Decimzs, and then Nero : and 
it was ſhrewdly ſuſpected that he was begot in 
Adultery by his Father in Law. Upon which 
the following Verſe was ſcatter'd about by 
way of Lampoon, 


vv f 
Tots wwuxsan X TUunve mud). 


But they, whom Wealth and Fortune does befriend 
Can Children have at every three Months end. 


This Draſ#s, while he enjoy*'d the Honour of 
the Queſtor and Prztorſhip, being General in 
the Rhetiay and German Wars, was the firſt 
Captain of the Romans that ever ſayl'd the 
Northern Ocean. He it was that made thoſe 
Trenches 
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Trenches on the other fide of the Rhzze, the 
Monuments of a new and Prodigious Underta- 
k.ng, cail'd the Draſian Trenches to this day. 
And who after he had overthrown a ſtout and 
hardy Enemy in ſeveral Battels, and driven 
them almoſt into their remote and deſert Soli- 
tades, ftily perfifted in his purſuit, and would 
by no p2r{waſions give them over, till a certain 
Apporition of a Barbarian Woman, exceeding 
the common ſize of humane Stature, forbid 
him in the Latin Tongue, Victorious as he was, 
to proceed any farther. For which Actchieve- 
ments he was allow'd the Honour of Ovation, 
and to wear the Trinmphal Robes. Afﬀeer- 
wards his-Prerorſhip beingexpir'd, and the Con- 
ſulſhip being immediately conferr'd upon him, 
he undertook a ſecond Expedition, but falling 
ſick of a rude Diſtemper, dy'd .in his Summer 
Camp; which from thence were by the Sol- 
diers call'd Scelerata, or Unfortunate, as long 
as the Romans were Maſters of thoſe Parts. His 
Body was carry'd from Stage to Stage, upon 
the Shoulders of the Chief Magiſtrates of the 

Municipal Towns and Colonies, till it 


* Theſe were Perſons 
whoſe Buſineſs tt was to - 
caſt up and fairly poſt 
the Accounts, not only of 
the Queſtors, but of all 
ether Magiſtrates wha 
were accountable for 
the publick Caſh, And 
for that reaſon they were 
very numerous in Rome, 


_ andin ſuch repute, that 


they were next in Rank 
to the Equeſtrian 0r- 
der, 


was m2t by the * Decarties or SOcie- 
ties of the Publick Accomptants, and: 
by them carry'd to Reme, where it 
was buried in the Field of Mars. 
And more than that, the Army by a 
general Contribution ereted a Ho- 
norary Monument in Commemora- 
tion of their Leader, with a ſolemn 
Inſticution, that the Soldiers ſhould 
make a Military Proceflion round 
about it every year upon a prefix'd 
day; and that the Cities of Gallza 

| ſhould 


Craunius Caxsaxk, 


ſhould make publick Supplications upon the 
{ame occaſion. Moreover the Senate Decreed 
him a Triumphal Arch of Marble to be e- 
reted upon the 4ppian Rode, adorn'd with 
Trophies, and the Sirname of Germanicrs, 
both to him and his Poſterity. Beſides he was 
look'd upon as a Perſon no leſs mindful of the 
Publick good, then eager in Purſuic of Fame; 
for befides his daring Courage in expoſing his 
Perſon to Combats hand to hand, with the Ger- 
7:7an Generals, whom he would be fure to ſingle 
out in the heat. of Battel; he Enrich'd the 
Commonweal with Royal and Magnificenc 
Spoils ; nor did he dillemble his Intentions, if 
ever it ſhould lye in his power, to reſtore the 
Republick to its former Freedom. Which was 
the Reaſon, if I may Conjecture, that ſome 
have preſum'd .to report, that Jugnius grew 
jealous of him, and recalPd him out of the 
Province ; and becauſe he did not make over 
much haſte, prevented his return by Poyſon. 

Which TI have inſerted, rather leaſt I ſhould be 
thought to have omitted any thing, than that I 
believe it either to be Truth or Probability ; in 
regard that while he liv'd, 4uguſtzs lov'd him 
with that entire affe&tion, that he always made 
him Co-heir with the reſt of his Sons, and 
when he was dead, extoll'd him to that degree 
in his Funeral Oration, that he beſought the 
Gods, That his adopted Czlars might be like to 
him ; and that they would wouchſafe to himſelf the 
Happineſs of leaving the World with ſo much Honour 
as he had done; and not contented with Engra- 
ving an Elogy upon his Monument in Verſe, 
which he had made himſelf, he wrote in Proſe 
a ſhort Hiſtory of his Life. By Antnia the 
} OUNgEr 
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younger he had ſeveral Children, but only 
three that ſurviv'd him, Germanicus, Livilla, 
and Claudizs. 

2. Claudius was born at Lyons in the Conſul- 
ſhip of Julius Antonizs, and Fabins Africanus, 
the Firſt of Auguſt, the ſame day that the Al- 
tar was Dedicated in that City to Aupuſtres. He 
was nam'd at firſt Tiberizs Claudius Druſus. 
Soon after, his younger Brother being adopted 
into the Julian Family, he aflum'd the Sirname 
of Britannicus. His Father dying lete him an 
Infant; and beſides that, all the time of his 
Childhood and Adoleſcency being forc'd to 
{tugele with ſeveral obſtinate Diſeafes, which 
not only enfeebled his Body but his Mind, he 
never was thought capable of any publick or 
private Employment when he came to the age 
of Maturity : For that even then they were 
forc'd to keep him for a long time under the 
Government of a Tutor ; of which he him- 
felf complains, Thazs they had ſet over him a 
Barbarian, and one that had formerly been a Car- 
riers Man to lock after has Pack- Horſes, on purpoſe to 
we and correc} him upon every ſlight occaſion. By 
reaſon of this Infirmity of Body, he was al- 
low*'d to preſide at the Gladiatory Combats, 
which together with his Brother he exhibited 
in Memory of his Father, wrapt up in a: long 
Cloak, contrary to the uſual Cuſtom ; 'and 
when he pur on his Gown of Manhood, he was 
carry'd in a Litter into the Capite? about Mid- 
night, without any thing of ſolemn - Cere- 
rcay. 

3. However from his Childhood he was not 
a little Induftrious in the Study of the Liberal 


Arts, and frequently gave manifeſt Teſtimo- 
nies 
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nies of his proficiency in every one. Never- 
theleſs, neither by that means could he attain 
to any Preferment, or perceive the leaſt ap- 
pearance for any ground of future Expectatt- 
ons. His Mother Antonia would often call him 
A Monſter of a Man, not fully perfetted by Nature ; 

and when ſhe upbraided any one for his 
Blockiſhneſs or Stupidity, ſhe would compare 
him to her Son, and ſay, He was a greater Soft 
than her Son Claudius. His Grand-mother 4u- 
guſta always lookt upon him with an Eye of 
Contempt, ſo that ſhe never ſpoke to him, but 
when ſhe could not avoid it; and never gave 
him her advice but in ſharp and written Repri- 
mands, or elſe by Meſſengers which ſhe ſent 

on purpoſe. His Siſter Livil/a when ſhe heard * 
that he would one day come to be Emperor, 
openly and aloud lamented the milſerable 
and unfortunate Condition of the Roman 

| People. | 

3 4. And that it may more certainly appear 

What Opinion his Great Uncle Auguifzs had of 
{ him, I thought fir to inſert theſe few Particu- 

lars out of his own Epiſtles. © I Diſcours'd 

* with Tiberius, my dearelt Livia, according to 

* thy Requeſt, what was to be done with thy 

* Grand-child 7:berizs at the Dedication of the 

« Temple of Mars; and we have both con- 

* cluded upon an Expedient how to acquit our 

© felves in that Afﬀair; For if hebe 4n&- ſound 

* and perfe&, as I may fay 5xg:an2&-, without 

* any defect or infirmity, we ought to advance 

* him by the ſame ſteps and degrees as his 

* Brother was advanc'd ; but if we perceive 

= him #Xg]75%, to be weak and infirm, and find 

* him p:CAgpla, x} Es T 7 awuaTQ vx, us F f 
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« \Juyas dgnimmres to be deprav'd and maim'd both 

& in his Body and his Intelleds, we are not to 

&« give an occaſion to the People to deride both 

« him and us; it being cuſtomary with them 

& mr Ta) TL CHOW 3X, wurmieilew, to fcoff and 

« ſhrivel up their Noſes at fuch kind of Orver- 

& fights. For our trouble and vexation will ne- 

«yer be at an end, if we mutt be always de- 

« bating upon every Occaiton, which the 

« Times require, whether we judge it 

£1 oeumucdugre mw, CONVenient for us to Pre- 

&« fer him to Honours or no. But as to what 

& thou deſireſt our Advice upon at preſent, we 

& 2re not againſt his overſeeing the Proviſions 

* Whoſe * which are to be made for the * Salian Prieits, 
Suppers © if he will ſuffer himſelf to be ruPd by the Son 
were wont & of &;/2n4s, his near Kinſman, and one that will 
a 4:1, © be careful char he ſhall do nothing Imperti- 
and charge. © nent or ridiculous. Put we do not think it 
able. © convenient for him to behold the Circen- 
© ſian Games, leaning out of the 


+Wiich was that part 
of rhe Circus, where 
tie Statues of the Gods 
were placd upon large 
Velvet Cuſſitons, and 
afterwards carry'd in 
ProceſſÞon 1nd the ſe- 
veral Goals, 

f Where the Conſuls 
w:re wont to offer up a 
folemn Sacrifice to Ju- 
piter Lailalis, 


« f Pulvinar ; For then he will fit too 
* much expos'd in the Face of all che 
« Spectators. Nor do we think it 
« fitting he ſhould go -up to the A4l- 
* ban Mecunt, or be in Town during 
* the Latin Holy-days : For if he be 
* capable to follow his Brother to 
* the || A/van Mount, Why 1s he not 
* made Governour of the City ? 
« Theis are our Reaſons, my dear 
« Livia, why we thould come to a 


* certain Reſolution in this Particular, that we 
© may not be aways wavering beeween Hope 


« ind Fear. 


Thou maylt, if chon pleaſeſt, let 


© our .4ntcaia read this part of the Epiltle. 


Again 


Craupins Caxsax 

Again in other Epiſtles, © For my part, as 
« long as thou art abſent, I ſhall daily invite 
« the young Tiberizs to my Table, that he-may 
« not ſup alone with his SuIpirizs and Athenoda- 
«us; and I could wiſh the poor Creature 
« would with more earneſtneſs, and with leſs 
© loftineſs, minus wings chooſe to himleltf ſome 
« ſele&t and well-bred Companion and make 
© him the Pattern of his Imitation, to regulate 
© his Deportment, Meen, and Behaviour. 


"ATXH manu oy Toa owusduiols May. 
Or rather 
ATyH May y & Ton wedaios malls 


For great is his . Misfortune, who diſplays 
But ſmall defeiis, where th' Eyes of all Men gaze. 


«* Though indeed when he keeps his Thoughts 
« from roving, 1 * yuys dvrs wywar, the No- 
« ble Generoſity of his Soul ſufficiently ſhews 
& him to be of the true breed, | 

_ Alfoin a third Epiſtle, ©Let me dye, my 
« dear Livia, if I do not admire how thy 
« Grand-child Tzberius, could pleaſe me as he 
« did, when he declaim'd before me. Nor can 
* I comprehend, how a Lad that talks dozpos 
* ſo idly and impertinently at other times, 
* when he came to declaim, ſhould ſpeak with 
* fo much Judgment and Learning. 

Neither is it to be queſtion'd, but that theſe 
were the Reaſons, that mov*d Auguſtus after all 
to leave him inveſted with no other Honour but? 
that of the Augural Priefthood, and to mention 
hun in his Will only among his Heirs in theThird 

A 2 Degree, 


The LIFE of 
Degree, hardly owning him for his Grand- 
child ; while he bequeath'd him hardly a fixth 
Part of his Perſonal Eſtate, and but a ſmall 
Legacy in ready Money, amounting to no more 
then Twenty thouſand Crowns. 

5. Tiberius ' his Uncle by the Fathers ſide, 
when he Petition'd for ſome Honourable Pre- 
ferment, {ti]l wav'd the Subſtance of his Peti- 
tion, .only he allow'd him to wear Confular 
Ornaments. And when he was more importu- 
nate for Real Advancement, writ him back 
word, That hz had ſent him Forty Crowns in Gold 


* For the word Sigilla 
comprehends all manner 
of Toys, lihe thoſe now 


a days fold in Popes- 


Head Alley, and at 


" hat time of -the day, 


ſold in a certain Street 
mn Rome, calld from 
the general Name of the 
Toys there ſold Via Si- 
gillaria, or the Sigil- 
larian Street, 


againſ# the Saturnalia for Gaming Mo- 
ney, and to buy * New-years Gifts for hzs 
Friends, Then laying aſide all hopes 
of Preferment, he retir'd to a private 
Life, abſconding himſelf ſometimes 


in his Garden Houſe in the Suburbs, 


ſometimes in Campania, where he 
had a Country Dwelling : and by 
keeping Company with none but a 
ſort of looſe and debauch'd Fellows, 
incui'd not only the old Scandal of 


being-a Drone, but the Additional Infamy of 
being a Drunkard and a Gameſter:. 

6: However, notwithſtanding his idle Courſe 
of Life, he never wanted the Reſpect and Aﬀe- 
ion of the-People, nor Publick Reverence. The 
Equeſtrian Order choſe him twice their Patron to 
manage a private Negotiation in their behalt ; 
once when they deſr'd of the Conſul that 
they might have the Honour to carry the 
Body of Anguſirs to Reme upon their Shoul- 
ders; and another time when they ſent to 
Congratulate the Conſuls upon the Death of 


HS E/AT;US, 


Alſo when he ſhew'd hinfelf, they 


role 


roſe up, and laid aſide their * Hoods. 
The Senate alſo Decreed, that he 
ſhould be added a Supernumerary to 
the Number of the Auguſtal Fraternity 
of Prieſts; which till then were al- 
always choſen by Lot ; and ſoon at- 
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* Which were allow'd t9 
Perſons of - Quality to 
defend them from the 
Weather ; ſach as are 
generally now worn upon 
the Backs of Lawyers 
and Serjeants Gowns. 


ter that, his Houſe which he: had loſt by Fire, 
ſhould be rebuilt at che publick Charge ; and 
that he ſhould have the Privilege to give his 
Suffrage among the Conſular Pertons, But 7- 


| berius the Emperor alleaging his Infirmities, 


and promiſing to repair the Deformity of the 
City by the Ruins of the Houſe at his own Ex- 
pence, that Decree was aboliſh'd. However 
at his Dearth, his Uncle was fo kind to him, as 
to leave him his Heir of the Third part of his 
Eſtate among thoſe of the Third Degree, with 
a farther Legacy of Sixty- five hunder'd thou- 
ſand Crowns ; and recommended him beſides 
to the Armies, to the Senate, and People of 
Rome, by Name, aboveall his other Relations. 

7. Under Caizs. his Brothers Son, ſeeking to 
win the Favour of the People, and ſtrengthen 
his Intereſt by all manner of Indulgence, being 
calPd to Preferment, he held the Conſulſhip 
together with his Kinſman for two Months. 
And it ſo fell out, that the firſt time as he was 
entring the Forum with the Faſces or Rods born 
before him, that a ſtooping Eagle pearch'd up- 
on his right Shoulder. He was drawn alſo by 
Lot for another Conſulſhip againſt the next 
enſuing fourth Year, and preſided at the Pub- 
lick Games in the room of Caius, with the Ac- 
clamations of the People, Wiſhing him all Happi- 
neſs, partly, as Uncle to the Emperor, partly, as 
Brother to Getmanicus. 
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8. Nevertheleſs all this could not exempt him 
from the Emperors putting daily Afﬀronts up- 
him : For when he came to Supper after the 
reſt were ſate down, no body was permitted to 
riſe and give him place, but he was glad to 
look about and lye down where he could find 
an empty Room: And as often as he fell a 
ſleep at the Table after Meals, which was his 
frequent Cuſtom, they that were waggiſhly 
given would pelt him with their Olive and 
Date Stones; fometimes to make the Emperor 
ſport, the Sycophants and Buffoons that at- 
tended at the Table would rap his Fingers with 
Ferula's, and yerk him with Whips to wake 
him; and many times they would put his 
Pumps upon his Hands, as he lay ſnoaring, 
that when he wak'd of a ſudden, he might 
rub his Eyes with the bottom of the Soles. 

9. Moreover he was no leſs threaten'd with 
ſeveral dangers and hazards both of his Honour 
and his Life. Firſt in his very Conſulſhip, be- 
cauſe he was not ſo diligent as he ought to have 
been, to give order for the erecting the Statues 


_ of Nero and Druſus, the Emperors Brothers, 


he had like to have been turn'd out of his Ot- 
fice. In the next place he was continually per- 
plex*'d and diſturb'd with the Informations, 
not only of Strangers, but of his Domeſtick Ser- 
vants. But when the Conſpiracy of Lepidzs 
and Gzetuliczs was diſcover'd, being ſent into 
Germany with the reſt of the Commiſſioners to 
Congratulate Caligula's Deliverance, he ran a 


great hazard of his Life ; while Caizs fum'd and 


toam'd, that they could find none but his Un- 
cle to ſend to him, as if he had been a Boy 


that wanted a Governour. 50 that _ are 
LOMg 
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ſome who have adventur'd to report that his 
Nephew order'd him to be flung into the next 
River, in his Cloaths as he came. And from 
thence forward he was the laſt among the Per- 
ſons of Conſular Degree that gave his Vote in 
the Senate, being ſtill the laſt out of meer Con- 
tempt, that was ask'd his Opinion. He was al- 
ſo Accus'd and a Charge drawn up againft him 
for being privy to the Forgery of a Will, to 
which he had likewiſe fet his Hand. Laſtly, 
being compell'd to give Bond for payment of 


Eight Millions of Seſfterces for his admithion to 


the Dignity of a Prieſthood in the Temple 
which Calizula had erected to himſelf, he was 
reduc'd to that extream Penury, that wher: he 
could not pay the Obligation of his Bond to 
the Treaſirer, he had not a foot of Land let, 
but what was ſfeiz*'d by Proceſs from the Offi- 
cers of the Exchequer by Vertue of the Cons 
fiſcation Law, | 

Io. Having thus in the midſt of theſe and 
many more ſuch like Indignities conſum'd the 
greateſt part of his Lite; at length in the Fifti- 
etch year of his Age, he aſcended the Imperial 
Throne, by a Chance almoſt Miraculons. For 
being ſhut out among the reſt of the Croud by 
the Confſpirators againſt Caizs, under pretence 
that the Emperor defirous to be private, had 
order'd them to clear the Room, he retir'd 
into a Banqueting-Houſe call'd the Hermean 
Parlour. Afterwards being terrifi'd upon the Re- 
port of the Murder, he fſlipt up into a Cham- 
ber of Eaſement over Head, and there clapt 
himſelf behind the Hangings; where, as he 
{food thinking himſelf ſecure, a Common 


Soldier accidentally paſling by, and diſcovering 
X 
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his Feet, was refolv'd to ſee who was there ; 
and knowing him, after he had drawn him out 
ready to dye for fear, and falling upon his 
Knees to beg his Life, ſaluted him EMPEROR. 
From thence he led him to the reſt of his Fellow 
Soldiers, who were yet in a hunder*d Minds, 
raging and fuming, and all in hurry and confu- 
ſion. However they put him into a Litter, 
{carce knowing what they did, and becauſe his 
Servants were all fled, they took him by turns 
upon their own Shoulders, and hoylſted him a- 
way to the Camp, 1ad, dejeted and trembling, 
and pity'd by the People as ſome Innocent 
Perſon hurry*d away to Execution. Being re- 
ceiv'd within the Trenches, he fate up all night 
among the Soldiers inthe Court of Guard, with 
little hopes and leſs aſſurance. For the Con- 
fuls together with the Senate and the City Co- 
horts, had poſſeſs'd themſelves of the Firum and 
the Capitol, with a reſolution to reaſſume their 
ancient Liberty ; and he himſelf being ſum- 
mon'd by the Tribune of the People into Court 
to give his Aſſent to ſuch Decrees as ſhould be 
made, return'd for anſwer, That he was under a 
forcible reſtraint, and could not attend. But the 
next day, the Senate growing cool, and their 


hearts failing in the proſecution of their Deſign, 


upon the ſtarting of Difficulties, and Difſenti- 
ons ariling among themſelves; and beſides not 
able to withſtand the Clamours of che ſurround- 
ing Multicude, that cry*d out for a tingle Per- 
ſon, and Claudius by Name, they broke up 
their Aſſembly. And then it was that Claud+z- 
#5 ſummon'd the Armed Soldiers together, and 
accepred of their Oaths of Fealty, promiſing 
withal a Donative of Fifteen Seſtcrces (amount- 
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Ing to about three Shillings) a Man: the firſt 


time that ever the Czfars purchas'd the Fidelity 
of the Soldiers with Money. 

II. So ſoon as he was fix'd in the Empire, 
the firſt thing he did, was to aboliſh the Mce- 
mory of the two days which were ſpent in 
Conlultation about altering the Form of the 
Government. To which purpoſe he put forth 
an Ac of Oblivion for ever of all things ſaid 
and acted at that time, which he moſt religi- 
ouſly obſery'd : Only ſome few Tribunes and 
Centurions, who had been in the Conſpiracy 
againſt Caius, were excepted and put to death, 
for Examples ſake; and for that he underſtood, 
they were in the ſame manner contriving his 
Murder, From thoſe things he wholly apply'd 
himfelf to Offices of Piety and Duty ; and to 


prevent idle ſwearing, oblig'd all Mzn to ule 


- his Common Oath, which he accounted moſt 


Sacred, and by which he moit frequently 
{wore, BY AUGUSTUS. He took care that 
Divine Honours ſhould be Decreed his Grand- 
Mother Livia, anq at the Circen/izn Games a 
Chariot for her Statue drawn by Elephants, as 
Augufns had order'd before. Hz inſticuted 
Publick Sacrifices to the Ghoſts of his Parents, 
and in Memory of his Father, Circenfian Games 
every year upon his Birth day, and that the Sta- 
cue of his Mother ſhould be drawn through the 
C:rque 1n a Matrons Chariot, calFd Carpentum, 
with the Title of Auga/ta, which his Mother 
had refus'd. Likewiſe in M2mory of his Bro- 
ther, which he was careful to Celebrate upon 


all Occaſions, he order'd a Comedy to be ad- * 4ppointed 


ded to the reſt of the Neapolitan * Tryals of? 


Skill, and diſtribuced the Crowns and Prizes ling : 


according 
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according to the Sentences of the Judges. Nor 
did he paſs by ® Marcus Antonius, without gi- 
ving him due Honour, in grateful Commemo- 
ration of the Perſon from whom he was de- 
ſcended ; one time declaring by an Edi&, That 
he was the more earneſtly importunate for the Cele- 
bration of his Father Druſus's Birth-day, in regard 
it was alſo the day of his Grand-fathers Natrvity. 
He finiſh'd the Triumphal Arch 'of Marble 
adjoyning to Pompeys Theater, formerly De- 
creed by the Senate in Honour of Tiberius, but 
till then negle&ted. And as. he cancelld all 
the ARs of Cains, ſo he would not ſuffer the 
day of his Murder, though it were the Com- 
mencement of his Reign, to be enter'd among 
the Publick Feſtivals. 

I2. But in aſſuming Grandeur to himſelf, 
ſparing and modeſt, he refusd the Title of 
Emperor, lighted all ſuperfluous Honours, and 


| —_—_ without any noiſe Celebrated his 


aughters Nuptials, and the Birth-day of his 
Grand-child within the Walls of his own 
Houſe, He recall'd none of thoſe that were 
baniſh'd without leave of the Senate, and 
begg*d their conſent, thar the Captain of his 
Guards and ſome of the Tribunes might be ad- 
mitted into the Senate Houſe to attend his 
Perſon ; and that they would confirm what 
his Procurators had done in the Determinati- 
on of Cauſes brought before them. He alſo 
requeſted of the Conſuls, that he might have 
the Tolls and Privileges belonging to Fairs and 
Markets within the Limits of his own Eſtate. 
He was alſo very affiduouſly preſent with the 
Magiſtrates at the hearing of Cauſes, as if he * 


himſelf had been one of the Counſellors. And 
when 


Crauvius Caxsax. 
when aty of them exhibited any Games or 
Shows, he would rife up with the reſt of the 


People, and both with his Hand and Voice 
pay them that Honour and Reſpe& which was 


rheir due. He excus'd himſelf to the Tribunes 


of the People coming to attend him as he fate 
upon his Tribunal, tor that by reaſon of the 
Croud he could not hear them unleſs they ſtood 
up. Infomuch that he had won the Favour 
and Aﬀe&tion of the People to that degree, that 
upon a Rumour of his being kilFd by ſurprize 
as he was going to O#1a, the People ran up 
and down the Street all in Confternation and 
Confuſion, and never left curſing and banning 
the Soldiers as Traytors, and the Senate for 
Parricides, till ſeveral Meſfengers that were pro- 
duc'd by the Magiſtrates before the Ro#ra, 
confirm'd him to be ſafe, and not far diſtant 
upon his return. 


13. And yet for all this he was not altoge- 


ther free from Confpiracies, not only threatn'd 
with private Affaflinations of ſingle Factions, 
but alſo very neer being embroil'd ia the Mi- 
ſeries of a Civil War. For one time an ordi- 
nary Ruffian was apprehended about the mid- 
dle of the night, hankering about his Chamber 
with a Dagger in his Pocket. And another time 
two of the Equeſtrian Order were diſcover'd 
watching with a Staff-Rapier, and a Hunts-man's 
Cutlace,the one to attack him as he came outof 
the Theater, the other as he was going to offer 
Sacrifice at the Temple of Mars. Gall Aſini- 


25 and Statilires Corvinws, the Grand-Children 


of the Orators, Pollio and Meſſalas, having cor- 

rupted ſeveral of his Freed-men and Servants, 

were laying the Foundations of new Tn 
an 
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and Inſurre&tions in his own Houſe. Furizs Ca” 
millus Scribonianus, Legate of Dalmatia, was al 
ſo ſetting fire to the Train of a Civil War» 
but that Flame was extinguiſh'd in five days : 
For the Soldiers who had rafhly given him their 
Oaths of Fidelity, of a ſudden aw'd by cer- 
tain Religious fears, repented of what they 
had done; ſo that when they were order'd to 
March to their new Emperor, whether it were 
by diſappointment from Heaven, or by ſome 
unuſual Accident, it ſo happen'd that they could 
neither bruſh off the Duſt from the Eagles, nor 
move the Enſigns when they came to pull them 

up out of the Ground. 
. 14. He held four Confulfhips, beſides his firſt 
of all wherein he was joyn'd with Cajus; of 
which the two firſt were ſucceflive one after 
another z between the other two there was Four 
years Interval ; the laſt for half a year; the 
reſt no longer than two Months; and the 
'ihird, which never was known of an Empe- 
ror before, only ſubſtituted into the Place of 
another that dy*d. In the Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice no Man more diligent nor laborious, as 
well during his Conſulſhip as afterwards; not 
excuſing himſelf either upon his own or the 
Feſtivals Dedicated to his Relations; nor. 
would the obſervation of Ancient and Religi- 
ous Solemnities debar him from that Noble 
Exerciſe. Nor would he always follow the 
Letter of the Law, but ſometimes moderate 
the Rigour of it where too ſevere, and im- 
prove it to ſeverity where too mild, according 
ro what he thought was moſt agreeable to Fu/? 
and Equal. For to thoſe who before Inferior 
Judges had loſt their Suits for want of Form - 
the 
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the Proceedings, he gave leave to renew their 
Actions. On the other ſide, if they were Con- 
victed of any notorious Fraud, then he would 
ſtrain the Puniſhment of the Law, and Con- 
demn them to the Beaſts. 

15. But in hearing and determining, very 
unconſtant and various ih his Humour : Some- 
times Circumſpe&t and Conſfiderative ; at 0- 
ther times Raſh and Inconſiderate ; ſfametimes 
Impertinent and like a Man diſtracted. When 
he was altering the Rolls of the Decaries, if 
there were any Perſon call'd upon to ſupply 
the Place of the Judge that was put out, who 
had a lawful excuſe, as a great charge of Chil- 
dren or the like, and did not plead it, he 
would preſently diſmiſs him, as a Perſon too 
Ambitious of the Place, and deſigning Profit 
by it. Another Perſon being ſummon'd to a 
Tryal before the Emperor in a Caſe that con- 
cern'd himſelf, and as Defendant aflerting that 
the Cauſe did not lye before the Emperor, 
but before the Ordinary Judge, he order'd 
the Cauſe to be immediately argu'd before 
himſelf, to let the World ſee, by the Juſtice 
which he ſhew'd in his own, how Equitable 
he could be in the Caſe of another Man. A 
Woman diſowning her Son, and the Proots 
againſt her being very ſlender, he adjudg'd to 
marry the young Lad, and by that means 
brought her. to acknowledge what ſhe had fo 
ſtifly deny'd. He always gave Judgement for 
thoſe that appear'd againſt thole that were ab- 
ſent, never minding whether it were Contempt 
of the Court or any Neceſlity that enforc'd 
their abſence. A certain Perſon crying, that the 


Hands of one that was Conviced of Forgery 
wers 
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were to be cut off, he ſent for an Executioner 
forthwith, and order'd him to bring along 
with him a Cleaver and a Butcher's Block. 
A Stranger being accus'd to have uſurp'd the 
Privileges of Roman Freedom, upon a ditterence 
arifing between the Advocates, whether the 
Party accus'd ſhonld Plead in a Gown or a 
Cloak, as if he had hit the Nail on the Head, 
he order'd that when he was Accus'd he ſhould 
wear a Gown, and when he made his Defence 
he ſhould put on a Cloak. In a certain Cale he 
is reported to have given his Judgment out of 
his Pocket-Book, That he as of the _ Opi- 
nion with thoſe who had ſpoken the Truth. Theſe 
and ſuch like Impertinencies render'd him 
contemptible in all Places and to all People 
wherever he came. Infomuch that a certain 
Perſon excuſing a Witneſs that he had ſum- 
mon'd out of one of the Provinces, deny'd 
that he could poflibly arrive ſo ſoon ; Upon 
which the Emperor demanding the Reaſon, 
the other after many Shifts and Evaſions at 
length made anſwer, by, Sir, he dy d.at Pute- 
oli. Another after he had return'd him 
Thanks for ſuffering a Perſon that was Endited 
to: make his Defence, added theſe words, And 
yet it 3s n0 more than what uw Cuſtomary. And I 
have heard it ſpoken by ſeveral Aged Perſons, 
that the Lawyers would frequently 1o far a- 
buſe his Patience, that when he was going off 
his Tribunal, they would not only call him 
back, but ſtop him, either by pulling him by 
:the Gown, or catching hold of his Foot. And 
:that no body may think theſe things ſo much to 
be admir'd at, there was a certain inconſiderable 
Greek Pettifogger, who had. the Impudence to 
reproach 
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reproach him to his Face with this bold Ex- 
preflion 4 ov jgev &, ) woess, And thou art an 
old Dotard and a Fool to boot. And as certain 
it is, that a Reman Knight being accus'd of un- 
natural Obſccenity with Women, byt falſely 
out of Malice ; when he ſaw that Common 
Strumpets were ſuborn'd and ſummon'd as Evi- 
dence againſt him, and that the Emperor 
liſten'd to their Teſtimonies, he took the ſharp 
writing Iron, and the Table-Books which he 
held in his hand, and upbraiding him at the 
ſame time with his Folly and Severity, threw 
them with that force at his Head, that light- 
ing upon his Cheek, they ript up a long flic in 
the Fleſh. 

16, He alſo aſlum'd the Office of the Cenſor- 
ſhip, that had been long diſcontinu'd after the 
laſt Cenſorſhip of Paulus and Plancas ; but with 
the ſame unequal Temper, and variety of ſuc- 
ceſs. Upon a review of the Roman Knights, 
he pals'd over a young Gentleman notorious 
for his Debauchery, becauſe his Father teſtifi'd 
he was very honelt-to him, alleaging, That - be 
had a Cenſor of hs own. Another no leſs Vici- 
ous and Infamous for his Adulteries, he diſmiſs'd 
with only giving him good Advice, Either to 
be more indulgent to his Youth, or elſe to be more Cau- 
zious ; adding withal this grave Sentence, hat 
hawe I to do to know who x your Miſtreſs? And 
when at the Importunity of ſome of his Favou- 
rites, he had taken off a Note of Infamy 
irom ſome one whom he had ſet down in his 
black Book; 2er, ſaid he, the Blot will remain. 
Oa the other ſide, he ſtrook out of the number 
of the Judges a Perſon of Conſiderable Quali- 
ty, and ons of the Chief Men in the hs 
0 
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of Greece, and reduc*d him disfranchis'd to the 
Condition of a- Foreigner, for no other reaſon, 
but becauſe he could not ſpeak Latim. Nor 
would he ſuffer any one to give an accompr 
of his Life by Proxy, but he muſt make his 
Relation with his own Lips as well as he could. 
Many alſo he mark'd with diſgrace for a Cauſe 
of a new Nature, and ſome when they never 
ſuſpeted any ſuch thing, becauſe they had 
preſunvd to depart Italy without his Know- 
ledge and Paſs. And one among the reſt, be- 
cauſe he attended upon a King in his Province : 
alleaging the Preſident of Rabinius Poſt hamus, 
who for waiting upon Ptolomy to Alexandria, 
though it were to ſecure. a Debt which the' 
King ow'd him, was impeach'd of High Trea- 
fon. He endeavour'd alſo to have branded ſeve- 
ral with Infamy,whom through the negl:genceof 
the Examiners, though more to his own ſhame, 


| he found to be þblameleſs; while every one of 


thoſe whom he tax*'d with living unmarry*d, 
or with want of Children, or for their Pover- 
ty, prov'd themſelves to be marry'd, to have 
Children, and good Eſtates. And one there 
was, who being Accus'd for having laid violent 
hands upon himſelf, ſtripe himſelf ſtark naked, 
© convince him of his Miſinformation. - Other 
remarkable Paſſages in his Cenſorſhip were 
theſe; That hearing of a Silver Calaſh, a Cu- 
rious Piece of Workmanfhip, that was to be 
fold in the S:igillarian Street, he caus'd it to be 
bought and broken to pieces before his face ; 
and that one day he publiſh'd twenty Edicts ; 
of two of which the firſt was, That in regard 
there was like to be a plentiful Vintage, the People 
ſhould take care to get their Tubs well pitch'd ; the 
ſecond, 
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ſecond, That there was no Remedy againſt the biting 
of a Viper, like the Fuite of a Yew Tree. we” 

17. He never undertook but one Expedition, 
and that not very conſiderable neither ; but 
which the Flattery of the Senate indeed put 
him upon. Por they having Decreed him Tri- 
umphal Ornaments,' he thought it below the 
Majeſty of Imperial Dignity ; and therefore 
reſolving upon ſome Enterprize that might 
entitle him to a deſerved Triumph, he made 
Choice of Britain for the Seat of Adtion,- never 
attempted by any ſince Julius Ceſar's time, and 
then' in Rebellion, for his protecting certain Fu- 
gitives which they redemanded. Putting there- 
fore to Sea from Oftia, he had like to have 
been twice drownd through the violence of a 
Southern Wind, once upon the Shore of Lig#- | 
ria, and afterwards not far from the ' * 'S7z- © Les Iles 
chades Iſlands. And therefore marching by 7 _— 
Land from Marſeilles to Gefſoriacum (or Bow pygrrers 
ligne) he there croſs'd ' over into Britain ; and Por- 
where without either Battel or Blood: ſhed, querolles, 
part of the Iſland ſubmitting within few days" f=! 
to his Subjection, he' return'd to Rome the ſixth fon re 
Month aiter his departure, and made his Tri- 
umphal Entry with great Splendour and Mag- 
nifticence. And for the greater Honour of the 
Show, he not only permitted the Governours 
of Provinces to come to the Spectacle, but alſo + The uſe 
fome that had been long in Baniſhment. And of which 
among the Spoils of his Enemies, he fer up a 7 always 
Naval Crown upon the top of the Palatine?*"*Hrary 
Houſe, cloſe by the | C:vick, to teſtifie his Vi- i = 
ctory over the Ocean, by croiling the Brirriſh ſer up upon 
Streights, His Wife follow'd next to his Tri-herr Pala- 
umphal Chariot in her Carpenrurm ; Afﬀer her®* 7 
® > came 
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came thoſe that had acquird Triumphal Or- 
naments in the ſame War: The reft follow'd a 
foot, and only in their Gowns fac'd with Pur- 
ple. Only Craſſus Frugi had the Honour to ride 
mounted upon a Horſe richly Capariſon'd, 
himſelf in a Robe Embroider'd with Palm 
Branches ; becaufe he had had the Honour of 


attending a Triumph of the ſame Nature in a 
former Reign. | 

15. No Man more {edulouſly Induſtrious than 
he to preſerve the City from Fire and Famine, 


Y Which was the Place 
where the Tickets were 
eiftributed to thoſe that 
came to give their Suf- 
frages, over againſt the 
Flaminian Cirque, and 
conſequently the moſt pro 
per and neareſt place for 
the Emperor to be rea- 
dy for the giving of 
Order Jo | 


When the eAmilian Structures were 
on Fire he fate up two Nights in the 
* Dirzbitory, and qbſerving the Sol- 
diers and his Domeſtick Servants be- 
ginning to grow weary, he order'd 
the Magiſtrates to call forth the In- 
habitants Street by Street to their 
Relief; and ſending for ſeveral 
Trunks full of Money to be ſet be- 
fore him, he encouraged the Peo- 


ple to wark hard, by ſhewing them 
how well he was provided to reward them as 
they deſerv'd. In a time of extream ſcarcity, 
by reaſon of the Barrenneſs of ſeveral Years 
one after another, he was one day ſtopt in the 
Forums by the Rabble, reviPd and rail'd at, and 


pelted with Mouldy Cruſts, ſo that he had. 


much a do to make his eſcape by ſlipping into 
his Palace at a Poſtern Gate. Which made 
him ever afterwards omit nothing of Care and 
Invention to have Proviſions brought in for the 
{ſupply of the City even in the Winter time ; 
propoſing to the Merchants tor their Encou- 
ragement a certain Gain, and taking all loſles 
by Shipwrack or Leakage upon himſclf; and 


farther, 
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farther, propounding great Advantages to thoſe 
that ſhould build Ships of Burthen tor the Im- 


' portation of all uſeful and neceflary Commodi- 


ties, and the advancement of Trade, accord- 


ing to the Condition of every Man. 

19. If they were Citizens, he ex- 
empted them from the Execution of 
the * Papian Law : It Latins he al- 
tow'd them the Freedom of Romans; 
and to their Wives he allow'd the 
ſame Privileges as to Women that 
had four Children ; which Conſti- 
tutions are obſerv'd even to this day. 

20. He finiſh'd ſeveral great Stru- 
&ures rather Magnificent than uſctul: 
More eſpecially the Aquedu# begun 


* By which all Fareign- 
ers were to be expell'> 
the City 3 upon the Came 
plaints of the Embaſſas 
dors of the Roman Al- 
lies, that they could 
not keep their Inhabi- 
tants at home by reaſon 
the Priviledges of being 
a Roman C:tizen were 
ſo great. 


by Caizs; alſo the Sluce to let the Water out of 
the Lake | Fucinus; and the Haven of Oftia : + Now La- 


The firſt of which was deny'd by Aug 
the Marſ7, though they molt earneſtly befought 


5 to go diCela- 
ff _ no, and 
Lago d 


him ; and the other was often defign'd, but as wyarſo. 
ſoon given over by rgaſon of the Difficulty of 
the Enterprize. He brought the Coole and 
Milky Fountains of the Claudian Water, the one 
call'd Czruleus, the other Curtius og Albudins, 
and the River of 4/0 through Canals of Stone- 
work into the City, and divided them into ſe- 
veral Ponds which he beaurtify'd with variety of 
Workmanſhip. He attempted to let out the 
Lake Fucinus, as much in hopes of Profit, as 
ambitious of Honour ; in regard that ſeveral 
Perſons had offer'd him, when he was a private 
Perſon, to have undertaken the ſame Project, 


ſo that they. might have the draind Lands for 


their pains. With much difficulty he finiſh'd 


the Canal three Miles in length, partly by dig- 
Y -3 7 


ing, 
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ing, partly cutting his way through the 
Mountain, after the Toil of eleven years; all 
which time he had Thirty thouſand Men con- 
tinually at work. He made the Harbour of 
O/tia, embracing it with an Arm of Stone-work, 
from the right to the left hand ;. and fortifying 
the Entrance with a Mole, the Foundations of 
which were laid deep in the Sea; and the more 
to ſtrengthen it, he ſunk juſt before it the huge 
Veſſel which brought the Prodigious Coloſſus out 
of egypt ; and upon Piles driven into the Sea 
erected a high Tower, in imitation of the 
Pharos of Alexandria, with a Beacon wherein 
to keep Fires in the Night time for the Benefit 
of ſuch Ships as ſteer'd their Courſe that way 

in the dark. | 
21, He gave great Largeſles frequently to 
the People, and exhibited ſeveral Shows at vaſt 
and magnificent Expences; not only ſuch as 
were common and in the uſual Places, but rare 
and new Inventions, and ſome regain'd out of 
the Ruins of Antiquity, and in places where 
never any-had been ſhewn before. After he had 
finiſt*d Pompey's Theater which had been burnt 
to the Ground, he ſfolemniz'd certain Plays at 
the Dedication of it, and plac'd. his Tribunal 
at the upper end of the Seats where the 
Equeſtrian Order had their Seats affign'd, call'd 
the Orcheſtra, from whence he gave 


®* Which was generally 
over the Theater, as 
there was one particu= 
farly built by Pompey 
over his Theater, and 
Dedicated to that Gods 
LOTT 


the Signal when to begin ; after he 
had made his Supplications in the 
Temple of * Venas over head, and 
thence deſcended through the Pit, 

the People keeping their Seats 
with awful filence as he paſs'd along. 
He alſo reinſtituted the ſecular Plays, 
as 
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as if they had been anticipaced by AuguFfus, 


and not refery'd till their proper Seaſon ; al- 
though he himſelf in his own Hiſtory declares, 
That thoſe Plays being diſcontinud, Auguſtus Jong 
after, having made a moſt accurate Computation of 
the years, reduc'd them into Method and Order. 
And therefore the Cryer was laugh'd at, when 
he invited the People to Plays, which they had 
never ſeen before, nor never ſhould ſee again ; 
whereas there were ſeveral Perſons then living 
who had formerly beheld them : And ſome of 
the Actors who had been formerly Pertormers 
in the ſame Plays, had their Parts alſo in theſe 
exhibited by Claudius. He alſo frequently pre- 
ſented the Circen/ian Games, ſometimes interpo- 
ſing a Chace of Wild Beaſts between every five 
Careers. But after he had adorn'd the largeſt 
Circirs of all with Marble Barriers, and guilt 


Race-Poſts, which were formerly of common 


Stone and Woad, he affign'd the Senators their 
diſtin& and proper Places, who were wont to 
fit. promiſcuouſly with the common People be- 
fore. And to the Tryals of Skill between the 
Chariots with four Horſes, he added the Mi- 
litary Divertiſements of the Trojans, and the 
Panther-Chace, maintain'd by a Troop of his 
Preterian Horſe, Commanded by the Tribunes, 
and himſelf at the head of them ; and for the 
farther Ornament of the ſame Shows, he 
brought in alſo certain Theſſalian Horle-men, 
that drave wild Bulls about the vacant Spaces 
of the Circxs till they were tyr'd, and then 
leaping upon their Backs pull'd them down ta 
the Ground by the Horns. Gladiatory Com- 
bats he exhibited in ſeveral Places and at ſeve- 
ral Times. He had one Sword-Play Annually 

| 1 
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in the Pretorian Camp, in Commemoration of 

his being advanc'd to the Empire, without any 

Chaces or extraordinary Preparations ; but ano- 

ther perfe, with all its Formalities, in the Sept a; 

alſo in the ſame Place one that was extraordi- 

nary, and but of ſhort continuance only for a 

few days, which he began to call Sporrala ; for 

that when he firſt defign'd ic, he made Procla- 

mation, That he only invited the People to a ran- 

ming and ſociable Repaſt, where he lookt upon him- 

ſelf as one of the Gueſts, Nor was he at any 0- 

ther ſort of publick Show more frequently pre- 

ſent, or more remiſs and frank in his Humour 

ſo that when the Money was laid down which 

was to be given to the Vidors, he 

* For from one toa hun- would put forth his * left Hand, and 
my Ci withthe reſt of the People tell it out, 
Left Hand, but on- Counting with his Voice, as well as 
wards from a hunderd drawing it with his Fingers, by way 
with the Right. of farther Encouragement, uſing the 
| familiar Expreflion of Come my AMa- 
fers I muſt have ye be merry, and no lefs free of 

his Jokes and Jeaſts, though very infipid and 

far tetch'd. Such a one was that, when the 

People asking him for a Gladiator whoſe Name 

was Palumbus (or Ringdove) he made anſwer, 

They ſhould have him as ſoon as he could catch him. 

And that other, no leſs flat, though pertinent and 
ſeaſonable, when he had diſcharg'd a Chariot- 

Driver from farther Duty at the humble requeſt 

of his four Sons,to the infinite ſatisfaction of the 

People, he immediately ſent abroad little Notes, 

to put the People in mind, What a happy thing it 

as to get Children, fince the benefit and effect of 

their Interceſſions was ſo advantageous to a Gladia- 

tor. Among other fights, he gave them the 

| ; Repreſentation 


CrauDins Cazsax, 


Repreſentation of a Town beſieg'd, ſtorm'd, 
ind fack'd, as if it had been in actual War ; 
together with the Formalities of the ſubmiſſion 
made by the Kings of Britain, and prefided at 
this ſame Sport in his Imperial Robes. And be- 
Fore he went about to empty the Lake Frcinus, 
he ſet forth the Repreſentation of a Sea En- 
gagement upon the ſame Lake ; and when the 
Mariners ready to begin, cry*d out, Farewel 
Emperor, they who are goins to dye, pray for your 
Heath and Proſperity 4 Tnfwepd C etr own 
Language, Farewel to ye all, After which 
words, as if he had excus'd them from the 
Conflict, not a Man would ſtrike a ſtroke, be- 
ing a long time in debate with themſelves whe- 
ther he intended to deſtroy thera all with Fire 
and Sword or no ; till at length the Emperor 
ſtarting up from his Seat, and running from 
one ſide of the Lake to the other, in an unde- 
cent and ſtaggering Poſture, partly by "Threats, 
and partly by Encouragement and fair Words, 
prevaiPd upon them to proceed and begin the 
Show. This Spectacle was the Repreſentation 
between the Sicilian and Rhodian Fleets, con- 
ſifting each of Twelve Galleys of three rows of 
Oats a piece, and which was yet more rare, 
the Charge was founded by a Silver Triton, 
that roſe by Engin-work out of the middle of 
the Lake. | 

22, Some Alterations he alſo made in Cere- 
monies, as alſo in Military Diſcipline and the 
Civil Government ; as alſo in reference to the 
Preſent Condition of the ſeveral Degrees and 
Orders of Men, both at home and abroad : 
where in ſome things he reform'd, other things 


that were grown obſolete he reſtor*d, or elſe 
Y 4 made 


325 


The;:LIFE of - 


. made new Inſtitutions. In the Elections of 


Prieſts through all the Colleges, he never 
nam'd any Perſon before he had taken the 
Oath of the Society, And it was a Cuſtom 
which he Religiouſly obſerv'd, that as often as 
any Earthquake happen'd in the City, he or- 
der d the Pretor to ſummon an Aſſembly, and 
Proclaim a ſolemn Humiliation : Or if any 
Ominous Bird were ſeen in the City or about 
the Capitol, that Publick Prayers and Proceſ- 
yfions ſhould be ordain'd, at what time he him- 
ielf would march before by vertue of his Pri- 
vilege of being High Prieſt, after he had made 
ſome Pious Exhortation to the People before 
the Roſtra; to which purpoſe the Streets were 
all cleard of the Rabble, Mechanicks, and 
Slaves. 

23. And whereas formerly the whole year 
was divided into Vacations, and Summer and 
Winter Terms for the hearing of Cauſes, he 
order'd that thoſe Afﬀeairs ſhould be diſpatch'd at 
all times of the year without Exception. He 
likewiſe farther Ena&ed that the Embezlement 
of Truſts, of which formerly the Magiſtrates 
only took cognizance once a year, and that no 
where neither but in the City, ſhould be liable 
to be queſtion'd at all times, and not only in 
the City, but in the Provinces alſo. He like- 

_ wiſe abrogated that Clauſe of the 


* Whereby it was or. * Papian Poppaan Law, which Tzberi- 
daind that no Man who 715 had added, as if a Man of Three- 


was Threeſcore ſhould 


marry any 
der Fifty, 


ſcore were uncapable of getting 
Children. He alſo order'd that the 
- Confuls only notwithſtanding any 
tormer Cuſtoms, ſhould appoint Guardians for 
the Government of ſuch as were under Age F 
: an 


Woman #«n- 


Crauvius Caxsaxr. 
and that they who were proſcrib'd the Provin- 
ces by the Magiſtrates, ſhould be baniſh'd 
not only out of the City, but alſo out of Taly. 
And as to ſome Perſons he brought up a new 
Cuſtom himſelt of confining them not to ſtir 
beyond ſo many Miles of the City. When there 
was any Affair of Importance to be debated, 
he plac'd himſelf in the Tribunes Seat between 
the two Conſuls. But as for Paſles for Travel- 
ling, and Warrants for leave to be abſent, he af- 
ſum'd the Diſpoſal of them, as Favours, for 
which they that wanted them, ſhould be be- 
holding to none but himſelf. 

24. He gave Liberty to his Procurators, to 
whom he allow'd Five thouſand Crowns a year, 
to wear Triumphal Ornaments; and thoſe 
that refus'd the Senatorian Order, he alſo de- 
priv'd of the Equeſtrian Dignity. However, 
though he made open proteſtation that he would 
not make choice of any one to be a Senator,that 
was not a Citizen of Rome in three Deſcents, 
nevertheleſs he gave the broad Purple Stud to 
the Son of one whoſe Father had been an Ap- 
prentice, but upon this Condition, that he 
ſhould be firſt Adopted by a Gentleman of 
Rome. However fearing to be reprehended for 
what he had done, he alleag'd that Appirrs Clau- 
dias, the Blind, one of the firſt Founders of 
his Family, had choſen into the Senate, when 
he was Cenſcr, the Sons of Perſons that had 
been Servants ; not underſtanding that when 
Appius liv'd, and for many years after that, 
Libertini were ſuch as were made free by Mx- 
numiſſion, but-that their Children were count- 
ed Ingenui, as being born of Freemen. He en- 
| Joyn'd the College of the Queſtors, n—_— 
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being at the Charges for repairing and paving 
the Highways and Streets, ro give a Gladiatory 
Show to the People. And having diſcharg'd 
them of the Care of the Sea Coaſts of O/tia 
and Gallia, he reſtor'd them to their Ancient 
Employment of inſpecting the Treaſury 
of Saturn ; which had been committed to the 
care of the Pretors, or thoſe that had born 
the Office of the Pretorſhip, during that interval. 
He gave permiſſion to Si/anus, contrafed to his 
Daughter, to wear the Triumphal Ornaments, 
though he were not yet arriv'd to the Four- 
 teenth year of his Age. But as to thoſe 
that were of Age, he granted the ſame Pri- 
vilege to ſo many, and ſo eaſily, that there is a 
Letter extant in the name of all the Legions, 
wherein they humbly beſeech him, That together 
with the Command of the Army, the Triumphal 
Ornaments might be given to the Conſular Legates, 
that they might have no pretence to ſeek occaſions of 
War. He alſo Decreed the Honour of an O- 
vation to Aulus Plautizs, and meeting him at 
his entrance into the City, walk'd by his ſide 
as he paſs'd along to the Capitol, and. as he re- 
turn'd from thence. He alſo gave Gabinizs 
Secundas leave, after he had ſubdu'd 
* They were either the * Chanuci, a People of Germany, 
Chauci Minores, where (og 1fſume the Sirname of Chancims. 


Res cat Fre” 25. In the Diſpoſal of his Caval- 


jores, now the Dutchy of TY, as tO their Precedency in March- 
Bremen, ing, he obſerv'd this Order, that 
| next to the Command of a Wing 

of an Auxiliary Cohort, ſhould be the 
Commander of an Auxiliary Wing of Horſe ; 

and next to the Command of a Wing, the 
Tribuneſhip of a Legion. He alfo inſtituted 

all 


' Crauvius Cxsar. 


an Imaginary ſort of Militia, which was call'd 
above the Number, and allow'd them: a certain 
Pay, though they did no Duty, and had only 
the Name of Soldiers. He alſo forbid the Sol- 
diers by a Decree of the Fathers, to enter the 
Houſes of any Senators, under pretence of 
Morning Salutations. He confiſcated the 
Goods of Libertines, or ſuch as were born of 
Perſons made free, that aſſur'd to themſelves 
the Title of Gentlemen of Rowe. Thoſe of 
whoſe Ingratitude their Patrons complain'd, he 
condemn'd to their former Servitude, and de+ 
clar'd to their Advocates, that their Erifran- 
chiz'd Bondmen ſhould have the ſame Juſtice 
done them, if they prov'd unworthy of that 
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Relief which the Law afforded them. And. 


being inform'*d that certain Patrons, impatient 
of the Cure at home, had ſent their ſick and 
diſeaſed Slaves into the Iſland of Eſculapizs, as 
refigning them up to be recover'd by Miracle, 
or elſe to periſh; he ordain'd that all the Slaves 
ſo expos'd ſhould be for ever after Freemen, 
and that they ſhould never be ſubje& more to 
their Patrons, though they recover'd ; and that 
if any Patron ſhould rather chooſe to kill his 
Servant than expoſe him, he ſhould be guilty 
of Murder. He made a Decree like- 


. wiſe, that no * Traveller ſhould pals 
through any of the Towns of 1taly, 
bur either a foot, or in a Sedan, or 
elſe in a Litter. At Puteol; and Oftia he 
quarter'd ſeveral Cohorts; as being 
Towns that were more ſubje& than 


* To prevent the Spojl- 
ing of the Highways 
by the heavy draughts 
of Waggons and Cha+ 
110ts. Such another 4# 
was ow late Carriers 
AF. 


Others to Fire. And he forbid all Foreigners to af 
ſume to themſelves Roman Names,but to be con- 
cented with the Names which they had given 


them 
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them in their Native Countries.In which reſpect 


* Where the Bodtes of 
poor People were either 
burnt, or elſe lay un- 
buried ; and which was 
enciemly the common 
Place of Execation. 


he was ſo 1evere, that he cut off the 
Heads of ſome in the * Efquiline 
Field, He reſtor'd to the Senace the 
Provinces of Achaia and Macedonia, 
which Tiberius had taken into his 
own care. The Lycians he depriv'd 
of their Liberty, by reaſon of the 


pernicious Diſcords that endanger'd their utter 
Ruin ; but reſtor'd it to the Rhodians upon their 
{ſabmiflion, and penicent Acknowledgement of 


taeir former Miſdemeanors. 


Burt as for the 


Trojans, as being the Founders of the Roman 
Nation, he releas'd them of their Tributes for 
ever ; producing an old Greek Epiſtle of the 
Senate and People of Rome, alluring King Se- 


leucus of their Friendſhip 


and Allyance, upon 


Condition that he diſcharg'd their Kindred the 
Thenſes or Trojans from all manner of publick 
Duties and Taxes. He expelPd the Fews out 
ot Rome, continually raiſing Tumults and Com- 


| + For fo the Heathen at 


' ab 


that time calld the Sa- 
wviouw of the World ; 
changing the 1 into E 
by way of Contumely 
and Der:ifron. 4nd there- 
fore no wonder that 
Sgeronius and Tacitus 
mention him ſo irreligi- 
ouſly though the word 
Chreſtos in this place 
zs not properly to be un- 
dexſtood of the Perſon, 


but of the Dofrine of 


Chriſt, preacht at Rome 
by his Diſciples. 


motions, at the Inſtigation of one 
tf CHRESTOS. He gave the German 
Embailadors leave to fit in the Or- 
cheſtra, mov d thereto by their Cou- 
rage and Plain-dealing ; for that 
being carry'd into the Theater, and 
plac'd in the Pit among the Com- 
mon People, , when they ſaw the 
Parthian and Armenian Embailadors 
ſitting among the Senators, they re- 
mov*d themſelves to the ſame Place 
of their own accords, affirming they 
were not Inferior either to the one 
or the other, either in Vertue or 
Quality, The Religion of the 
Druids, 
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Drnids, as being moſt * deteſtably * In regard they Sacri- 

Inhuman, though no more than on- ..- —_ Capives, and 
. Ig ulted the Bowels of 

ly forbidden to the Citizens of Rome, jen jor the Succeſs of 

he utterly aboliſh'd.On the other ſide rheir Aﬀair, 

he took great care to Tranſlate the 

Rites and Myſteries of the Eleuſmmian Solemnities 

from Attica to Rome. Moreover, he order'd that 

the Temple of Venus Erycina, in Sicily, which 

Time had almoſt ruin'd, ſhould berepair'd at the 

Expences of the Rowan Exchequer. He made 

Leagues and Alliances with Foreign Princes in 

the Forum, with the Formalities of Sacrificing a 

Sow, and the uſual j Proclamation of the an- + rhe ce. 

cient Feciales or Heralds at Arms. But theſe remony was 

and other things, and indeed the greateſt part #75, When 

of the Actions of his whole Reign were man- ive ag 

nag'd not according to his own Inclination, 7.,gye 

but by the advice and direction of his Wite, with rhe 

an his Enfranchiz'd Bond-men. In. all places Albans, 

and at all times deporting himſelf fo, as they 7 Herald 


4* oy with a loud 
thought molt expedient for their own Ad- ,;.. fines 
Vantage. Doſt thom 

Command 


me, O King, to make a League with the 4/ban Ring ? The King conſent- 
ing, then the Herald, I require Vervain from thee, O King. To which 
the King, Take it neat and clean. Then the Herald goes and cuts a hand- 
ful of clean Vervain and brings it him, and then asks him again, O King, 
doſt rhou make me the Royal Meſſenger in behalf of che People of 
Rome? My Furniture and Companions ? 79 whom the King yeply'd, 
What may be done without any deceir on my part or of the People 
of Rome, that do. Then the Herald making choice of one of his Collegi« 
ates, touches his Head and his Hair with the Vervain, by which Ceremony 
he is made Pater Patratus, or a Perſon impour'd to ſwear to the Ratifica- 
tion of the League, which he as a Solemn and Sacred Perſon does, and net 
the King, 


26, While he was very young, he was twice 
contracted to two Ladies: The firſt was Emi 
lia Lepida, great Grand-davghter .to Auguſta ; 
the 
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the ſecand, Livia Medullina, Sirnam'd Camilla 
as being deſcended fram Camillus the Di&ator. 
The former, by reaſon her Parents had vffend- 
ed Auguſtus, he turn'd off a Virgin : The latter 
dy'd upon the very day that was appointed 
for'the Nuptials. After that he marry*d Plau- 
tia Urgulanilla, whoſe Father- had been ho- 
nour'd with a Triumph ; and next to her, 
Elia Petina, Daughter to one who had been 
Conſul. Both theſe he divorc'd ; Petina for 
flight and trivial Exceptions; but Urgulanilla 
for notorious Proſtitution, and ſuſpition of 
Murder. After all theſe, he took to Wie Vale- 
ria Meſſalina, the Daughter of Barbatus Meſſali- 
2a, his Couſin German ; but her, when he 
had diſcover'd, among the reſt of her laſcivi- 
ous Impieties and notorious Proſticutions of her 
Body, that ſhe was marry'd already to C. S:1:- 
z, after he had conſfign'd the Portion he had 
with her into the hands of the Awſpices, he put 
to death; and before an Aflembly of the 
Pretorian Guard, ſolemnly proteſted, That ſince 
be had had juch ill Iuck in bis Marriages, that he 
would for the future keep himſelf a Widower, free- 
ly forgiving them though they ſhould kill bim, if be 
did not continue in that Reſolution. However he 
could not contain himſelf, but fell in Treaty 
firſt with Petina, whom he had formerly put 
away ; and then with Lollia Pauliza, who had 
been marry'd to C. Ceſar. At length not able 
to reſiſt the Careſſes and Allurements of A4- 
grippina, his Brother Germanicus's Daughter, 
and the Privilege of kiſting and dallying with 
his neareſt Relation, adding Fuel to his Amo- 
rous Flames, he ſuborn'd certain Perſons to 
move, That he might be conſtrain'd to marry A- 


grippina, 
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orippina, as being the only means conducivle to pey- 
petuate the publick Tranquility ; and that there 
might be a Toleration alſo for others to con- 
tract Marriages in the ſame degree, which till 
that time had been always counted Inceſtuous :- 
and he was ſo impatient that he could not ftay 
till the next day to prepare for his Wedding. 
Nevertheleſs there were not any that follow*d 
his Example, unleſs it were a certain Libertine, 
and a Chief Centurion of a Legion, to both 
which Weddings he invited himſelf and his Wife 
Agrippina for the encouragement of others. 

27. He had Children by all his three Wives; 
by Urgulanilla, Druſus and Claudia  4nt onia by 
his Wife Petina ; and by Mefſalina Ofavia,and a 
Son, whom firſt of all he calld Germanicas, 
but after that Britanicus. Druſus he loſt at 
* Pompeiz, choak*d with a Pear, which having * Now 
tols'd up into the Air, in gaping to catch it _ dell 
again, fell ſo exactly into his Mouth, that it jen 
ſtuck in his Throat ; an untimely Misfortune 
to the young Lad, who had been Contracted 
but ſome few days before to the Daughter of 
Sejanus : Which makes me wonder at the Re- 
ort which was then ſpread abroad, as if he 
ad been Treacherouſly taken out of the 
World by Sejanus. But tor his Daughter Clau- 
dia, becauſe he believ'd her to have been begor 
by his Enfranchiz'd Bondman Borer, chough 
born five Months before his Divorce, and by 
_ himſelf begun to be taken care of ; however he 
causd her to be ſtript ſtark naked and laid at 
her Mothers Door. Antonia he marry'd firſt 
to Cn. Pompeins Magnus, afterwards to Fayſtus 
Sjlla, two young Gentlemen of Noble Ex- 
traction. OfFavia he eſpous'd to _ his 
71VCS 
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Wives Son, though ſhe had been contracted 
If - before to Silanus. As for Britanicus, who was 
| born the Twentieth day after he came to the 
Empire ; and in his ſecond Conſulſhip, being 

but an Infant,he would frequently take him up 
in his Arms, and recommend him in all his 
Speeches to the Soldiers, and to the People, 
either ſiting in his Lap at the Publick Shows, or 
elſe ſtanding between his Knees, giving him 
his Blefling, and wiſhing him all future Pro- 
tſperity in the midft of the Acclamations of 
the Croud, joyning their beſt Wiſhes with his. 
Of all his Sons in Law, he Adopted only Ne- 
70: But as for Pompey and Silanus, he not on- 
ly refus'd them that Honour, but put them 
both to death. 

28. Among all his Enfranchis'd Bond-men, 
he had the greateſt Kindneſs for Pefides the 
Eunuch; to whom in his Britiſh Triumph, a- 
mong all his other Military Othcers and Per- 

fons of noted Worth, he preſented 

* An Honour due only a * Spear without an Iron Head. 
ol OT he 2 The next in his Aﬀection yas 
at FEE, - Þ,. Harpocras, who by his permiſſion 
«11 - oo had hi Privilege of wn carry'd 
| through the City in a Litter, and to 
exhibic publick Shows and Games. Polybius, 

who aſfiited him in his Studies he highly. Ho- 

nour'd, inſfomuch that he gave him leave fre- 
quently to walk between the two Conſuls : 

Bute his chiefeit Favourites were Narciſſus, his 

| Secretary, and Pallas, the Controller of his 
| Houſhold ; to whom he was ſo vaſtly Munifi- 
| cent, that he not only loaded them by Decree 
of the Senate with Exceflive Marks of his 
Bounty, but advanc'd them to the Dignities of 


Queſtors 
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Queſtors and Prators ; and gave them that un- 
controulable liberty 'to enrich themſelves by 
all manner of Extortion and Rapine, that one 
day complaining how low his Treaſures were 
reduc'd, this. nipping Anſwer was made him, 
That he might wallow in Wealth, if his two Enfran- 
chiz'd Bond:men would but admit him to areaſc- 
nable ſhare with them in their Gains. 
29. Being thus uxoriouſly addicted, and 
altogether led by his Wives, and ſuch kind of 
Perſons as theſe were, he ſhew'd himlelf to be 
rather a Servant, than a Prince, diſpoſing of 
Honours, Armies, immunities and Puniſh- 
ments, either to gratifie their inſatiable Ava- 
rice, or their luſtful Deſigns ; and for the moſt 
part, for want of Conſideration, not knowing 
what he did. For not to muſter up all the 
Parciculars of his revok'd Liberalities, his Judg- 
ments .revers'd, his Patents and Grants of Oft- 
__ ces either forg'd, or publickly alter'd, he put 
to death Appins Silanus, and tne two Tulia's, 
the one the Daughter of Dru«ſ/us, the other of 
Germanicus, for nothing of certainty laid to 
their Charge, and without ſuffering them to 
make any defence for themſelves ; as alſo Cz. 
Pompeius his eldeſt Daughters Husband, and 
L. Silanus marry'd to the younger Daughter : 
Pompey being ſtabb'd in the Embraces of a 
young Ganimed whom he moſt paftionately at- 
fected ; and S:lanus being compell'd to ſurren- 
der his Pret5rſhip about the latter end of Decem- 
ber, and put to death at the beginning of the 
Year, upon the very day that the Nuptials of 
Claudius and Agrippirzs were Celebrated. 
Moreover he fign'd a Warrant tor the Executi- 
on of Thirty Senators, and above Three hun- 


der'd 
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der'd Roman Knights with ſo much precipitancy, 


"that whena certain Centurion brought him word 


of the Death of ſuch a Conſular Perfon, in theſe 
Words, That his Commands were obey d, he deny'd, 
That ever he gave any ſuch Command, however ſince 
*rwas done, he approv'd rhe Fa#; upon the affirma- 
tion of his enfranchiz'd Bond-men, that the Sol- 
diers had done no more than their thuty, in run- 
ning of their own accords to vindicate the Em- 
perors Authority. But this is a thing hardly. to be 
believ'd, that he ſhould be fo bewitch'd as to ſign 


_ the' Writings for the ſettlement of the Dowry up- 


on the Contra of Marriage between Meſſal:- 
»a and her Adulterer Silizus; yet he was 1n- 
duc'd thereto by being made believe, that it 
was only a Contrivance found out to delude 
the Fates themſelves, and to transfer upon the 
Head of another Man, thoſe diſaſters which the 
Predictions of the Southſayers and ſeveral Pro- 
digies had fix'd upon his Perſon. 

30. He wanted neither Majeſty nor Come- 
lineſs of Shape and Lineaments, either ſitting 
or ſtanding, but eſpecially as he lay aſleep ; 
for he was tall and ſlender ; his Grey Locks 
and Sanguine Complexion adding much to the 
gracefulneſs of his Aſpe&t*; only his Neck was 
thick and ſhort : Bur that which was the worſt, 
was the ſlenderneſs of his Legs that fail'd him 
as he walk'd : and whether he were in a merry 


_ or ſerious Humour, many other things dit- 


grac'd his outward Deportment ; as. an unbe- 
teeming way of laughter ; and when he was 
in a Paſſion, what was much more unbecom- 
ing, a foaming at the Mouth, and running at 
his Noftrils, beſides a ftammering 1n his Speech ; 
and at all times a wagging of his Head, more 
eſpecially 


CrauDprius Caxvak; 
eſpecially if, he were buſied in any Action, 
though never 1o ſlight and inconſiderable. 

31. As he had formerly been very ſickly, fo af- 
ter he came to the Empire he enjoy*'d his Health 
_ Toperfecly well, that he never had any Sickneſs 

but once; at what time he was taken with 
ſuch a violent pain in his Stomach, that as he 
afterwards confels'd, he had ſome thoughts of 
laying violent hands upon himſelf, to rid him- 
ſelf out of his pain. 

. 32. His Entertainments were magnificent 
and large, and for the moſt part in the moſt 
open and ſpacious Places of the City, where he 
would ſometimes have ſix hunder'd Gueſts at a 
time. Among the reſt he had one great Feaſt 
upon the Dike which he had made to let the 
Water our of -the Lake Fucinus, where he had 
like to have been drown'd, through the failing 
of a Dam, that let the Water out with an un- 
expected and rapid impetuoſity. At all his 
Feaſts he had his own and the Children of all 
the Nobility, who according to the ancient 
Cuſtom, were ſerv*d at the lower End of the 
Table. One time among the reſt, one of his 
Gueſts being ſuſpected to have made bold with 
a Gold Plate, he invited him again the next 
day, and caus'd an Earthen Diſh to be ſet be- 
fore him. He is alſo reported to have had ſome 
thoughts of making a Decree, thar it might be 
lawful for any Man to break Wind at the Ta- 
ble; being told of a Perſon whoſe Modelt 
Retention had like to have coft him his 
Life. | 

33. He had a Stomach ready prepar'd, and 
that never faiPd him at any time or place ; 


inſfomuch that as he was hearing Caules in the 
4 Forum, 
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Forum, built by AnguFne, ſmelling the hot ſcent 
of a good Dinner that was preparing for the 
Salian Prieſts in the adjoyning Temple of 
Mars, he quitted his Tribunal, enter'd the 
Hall, and fate down With the reft of the Com- 
pany. Nor was it his uſual Cuſtom to depart 
his Dining Room, but with Belly well. 
ſtretch'd, and his Head well ſoak'd ; infomuch 
that as he lay, upon his Back, and gaping in his 
ſleep, his Attendants frequently put a Feather 
down his Throat, to cauſe him to exonerate his 
Stomach. However he ſlept very little ; for he 
generally wak'd before' Midnight, and ſfome- 
titnes he would take 2 Nap upon the Bench, as 
he was hearing Cauſes;ſo that the Advocates had' 
much ado to make him open his Eyes, though 
they would fall a baulling on purpoſe. He was. 
profuſely falacious in his Female Pleaſures, but: 
as to the other Sex he never had any Inclina- 
_ tion at all. He was immoderately addif&ted to 
Gaming, eſpecially co Dice, inſomiitch that he' 
ſet forth a Treatiſe in praiſe of that Recreati- 
on; and he would play as he travelPd upon the 
Road, his Chariot being ſo contriv'd as not to 
hinder his Sport: 2 

24.Thathe was of a Cruel and Bloody Diſpo- 
ſition,appear'd upon many as well ſmall as great 
Occaſions. The Torments of the Rack and 
the Puniſhment of Parricides he haſten'd with- 
_ out the leaſt delay, and commanded the Exe- 
cutions in his own Preſence. Being 


* Which was perform'd 
by tying the Criminal 
with his Neck in a fork= 
ed Stake, fark naked, 
and whipping him with 
Rods to Death. 


earneſtly deſirous while he was at 7iz- 
bur, to fee an Execution after the 
* manner of the Ancients, and find- 
ing that when the Criminals were 
bound to the Stake, there was never 
all 
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an Executioner to be had, he ſtayd with, a 
great deal of, Patience till the Evening, thae 
an Executioner could be ſent for from Rome. 
At any Gladiatory Show, whether exhibired by 
himſelf or any other Perſon, if any of the Gla- 
diators happen'd to tall down, whatever were 
the occafion, he commanded him forchwith to 
be knock'd on the Head-; eſpecially if he were 
one of the Retiarii, that he mighe obſerve their 
Countenances as they lay gaſping. At another 
time, when two Gladiators had mortally wound- 
ed each other, and fell down dead in the place, 
he order'd two Knives to be forthwith made 
of their Daggers for his own uſe. He took 


{ych delight in beholding the Morning Com- + 


bats of ſuch as were expos'd to the Wild Beaſts, 
and the Chaces in the Afternoon, that he 
would riſe by break of day to go to the Thea- 
ter ; and at Noon after he had ſent away the 
People to Dinner, {till keep his place till they 
came back. And in the mean time upon any 
ſlight occaſion he would 1et the Carpenters and 
Work-men together by the Ears, if he ſpy'd but 
the leaſt defe& in any of the Scenes or moving 
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Engins. Nay, for want of Diverſion, 
once he turn'd in one of his own * No- 
menclators, to take his Fortune with a 
wild Beaſt, not ſuffering him to pull 
off his Gown for haſte. 
35- But there was 'nothing where- 
in he more diſplay'd himſelf to be 
fix'd and conſtant, than in ſuſpition 


* They were Perſons 
that attended upon the 
Nobility to tell them the 
Names of ſuch Perſons 
whom they did not know, 
and of whom it was re= 
quiſite for them to take 
notice. : 


and diſtruſt. For from the firſt beginning of his 
Reign, notwithſtanding the great brags whicn 
he made of his Civility, yet he never durſt 
come ta any great Feaſt, but wich his Guard 
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A Lances, and waited upon by his Soldiers at 
the Table inſtead of other Attendants. Nor 
did he ever viſit any ſick Perſon, until the 
Chamber were firſt thoroughly ſearch'd, and 


the very Bolſters and Coverlets examin'd and 


ſhaken ; and at other times he appointed Sear- 
chers to examin the Pockets and Cloaths of 
thoſe that, came to ſalute him, who ſpar'd no 
body, and many times were very ſevere and 
rude in their Inquiſition. Nay ir was but ſome 
years before his end that he could be prevaild 
with to excuſe the Ladies, and the young Boys 
and Girls in their Gowns and long: Coats from 
being ſearch'd and handl'd with no leſs unde- 
cency ; or to permit any of his Counfellors or 
Secretaries to. come near him, before their 
Steel Pens were taken from them. In the time 
of the Civil Commotions, Camillus not doubt- 
ing but to {care him with the noiſe of a Civil 
War, ſent him a Letter full of contumelious 
Threatning and imperious Language, com- 
manding him to ſurrender the Empire and re- 
tire to a private Life ; which put him into ſuch 
a Conſternation, that he calld his Friends a- 
bout him to conſult whether he ſhould reſign 
or no. 

26. He ſo dreaded the bare and idle reports 
of ſome Conſpiracies, that he was in a manner 
abſolutly reſolv'd upon a Reſignation of his Im- 
perial Dignity. A certain Perſon being appre- 
hended neer his Perſon, as he was going to Sa- 
crifice, he preſently by a Publick Cryer ſum- 
mon'd an Aſſembly of the Senate, and with 
Tears in his Eyes and lamentable Out-cries be- 
moan'd his Condition, as one that knew not 
where to be ſecure from danger, and for a long 

LNG 
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time after kept himſelf cloſe, not daring to ap- 
pear in publick. He alſo flacken'd his burning 
Aﬀection to Meſſalina, not fo nuich out of any 
reſentment of the daily Aftronts which ſhe 
put upon him, as out of Fear that the ſought the 
advancement of her Adulterer $1: ro the 
Empire; at what time he fled after a moſt 
ſhameful and: puſillanimous manner to the 
Camp, follicitouſly enquiſitive all the way, #he- 


ther the Empire ws his or 10. 


27. There was no ſuſpicion whatſoever, let - 


the Cauſe be never 1o ſlight, no Informer 1o in- 
conſiderable, but upon the leaſt ſuggeſtion 
buzz'd into his Ears, put him upon his Guard, 
and co ſecure himſelf by Murder and Revenge. 
A certain Perſon who had a Suit depending be- 
fore him, coming to ſalute him, drew him a- 
ſide, and whiſper'd him a flim-flam Story in the 
Ear, how he had dreamt the Night before that 
he ſaw him Murder'd ; and in a ſhort while at- 
ter, ſeeing his Adverſary delivering him a Petiti- 
on, he went again to the Emperor and told 
him, that {ach a one was the Man he had ſeen 
in his Dream. Upon which the poor Innocent 
was apprehended and haFd away to Execution 
without any more delay. In the ſame manner 
was Appirs Silanus put to death; for that when 
Meſſalina and Narciſſus had Conlpir'd his de- 
ſtruction, chey contriv'd it ſo that Narciſſus 
ſhould ruſh into his Chamber before, like a 
Man frighted out of his Wits, athirming he had 
dreamt that night, that Appius had made an 
attempt to murder him. At what time Meſſalina 
lying by his ſide, full of furprize and fear, 
calld to mind a Dream that ſhe had likewiſe 
had but two or three nights before to the ſame 


Z 4 purpoſe. 
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purpoſe. And not long after it was given ont 
that Appius did break into the Chamber ; to 
which purpoſe his Adverſaries, to confirm the 
Report, ſent the day before to him, that the 
Emperor would ſpeak with him immediately; 
thereupon Appius making all the haſte he could, 
bolted into the Chamber unexpeded by Clau- 


dizs ; but then, as if the Dream had been by 


that accident made good, the Innocent Gentle- 
man was immediately order'd to be impeach'd, 
condemn'd, and put to death. Nor did Cla«- 
dirs fail the next day to give an accompt of 
the whole Story to the Senate, and to return 
Thanks to his Enfranchiz'd Bondman, as to 
one that even in his ſleep wak'd for his 
ſecurity. | 

28. Being conſcious to himſelf how ſubject 
he was to Choler and Paſlion, he made his ex- 
cuſe for both by a publick Edit ; and pro- 
mis'd, by way of diſtin&tion, That the one ſhould 
be but ſhort and harmleſs, the other never without a 
Cauſe. And therefore it was, that having ſe- 
verely reprehended the Magiſtrates of Ofia, for 
that they had not ſent forch their Barges to 
meet him, when they well knew that he was a- 
broad upon the 77ber, as if they had done it 
out of ſpite, and in contempt of his Perſon, of 
a ſudden recollecing himſelf, he pardon'd them 
with ſo much Lenity, as if he himſelf had 
been fatisfy'd with the occaſion of the omiflion. 
Some that. made their Addreſles to him, and 


| prefum'd to approach his Perſon in publick at 


unſeaſonable times, he thruſt back with his own 
hand. And at another time he ſent away un- 
heard, though they had done nothing at that 


time to dilpleaſe him, a Quaſtors —_— 
| an 
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and a Senator, who had born the Office of 
the Prztorſhip, only becauſe the firſt had car- 
ry'd himfelf ſomewhat too tawcily toward 
him when he was a private Perſon ; the other, 
for that while he was Edile, he had Fin'd ſome 
of his Tenants for ſelling boil'd Meats contra- 
ry to the Law, and had order'd his Bayliff to be 
whipt for preſuming to juſtifie the Fat. And 
for that reaſon he depriv'd the Ediles for the fu- 
ture of their Juriſdiction over the Victualling- 
Houſes. Nor did he refrain from publiſhing his 
own Folly, as if it had been only diflembl'd on 
purpoſe under Caius; and that if he had not 
done wiſely at that time, by carrying himſelf 
as a Fool, he could never have arriv'd to that 
Station wherein he was ; and of this he makes 
his braggs in ſome little pitiful Orations of his 
own. But he could never perſwade the World 
to believe him, for that within a ſhort time af- 
ter there came forth a Treatiſe, Entitled, 
wear dvagzms, The Reſurrettion of Fools, the 
_— of which was, That no Man Counterfeits 
Folly. | 
39. Among other things all Men admir'd his 
want of Conſideration and Forgetfulneſs, or to 
exprels it in Greek, wrwelay x, 4Cacnliay, that is to 
lay, his want of common Intelleas, as it he 
had been Thunderſtrook, and blindneſs of his 
Mind. For ſitting down to the Table, ſome 
few Hours after he had order'd Meſſalina to be 
put to death, he ask'd the Waiters, hy his 
Aiſtreſs did not come to Dinner ? And many of 
thoſe whom he had Condemn'd to loſe their 
Heads, he would ſend for the next day either 
to Dine, or play at Dice with him ; and be- 
cauſe they did not come quickly, he would 


ſend. 
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ſend a Meſſenger to chide them for Slug-a-beds. 
Being Teady ro: marry Ferippina contrary to 
Law, he 'would ſtill upon -all occaſions, Call hey 
his Daughter and Nurſling, and one that was bred 
up and cheriſh'd in his own Boſom. And when he 
was about to adopt Nero into his Family, as if 
it had not been a ſufficient blemiſh to his Repu- 
tation, to adopt his Son in Law when his own 
Son was at Age, he made this blind excuſe, 
That never any of the Nero's had been adopted into 


rhe Family of the Claudii before. 


40. On the other ſide he was often ſo careleſs 
what he ſaid or what he did, that he never 
minded what or to whom he ſpoke, nor con- 
fider'd either time or place. For upon ſome 
debate in the Senate concerning the Cheats of . 
the Butchers, and fuch as ſold Wine, he cry'd 
out in open Court, And which of you, I would 
fain know, is there that can live without a good 
Aforſel ? And then went on with a frivolous 
Story of the great number of Taverns in for- 
mer times, from whence he was wont to have 
his Wine himſelf, And as an undenyable Ar- 
gument, why he gave his Sutfrage for a Cand;- 
date that ftood for the Quzſtorſhip, he alleadg'd, 
That his Father had given him cold Water once when. 
he was ſick, by which he found a great atal of 
Eaſe. - Having introduc'd a Female Evidence 
into the Senate, This, ſaid he, was my Mothers 
Enfranchis'd Slave, and Tyre-woman;, but . ſhe al- 
ways own'd me for her Maſter; which I thought 
fit to tell ye, becauſe I have ſome Serwants ſtill in 
my Houſe that ſcorn to acknowledge me. Nay, as 
he ſate upon the Tribunal, being one day in a 
great heat againſt the Magiſtrates of Oftia, who 
had Petition'd him for ſome Kindneſs or _ 

10 


CLauvpius Czx8ak 
he cry'd out, That he knew no reaſon he had to 
oblige them ; and that if any Mgn were at his Lt- 
berty t5 do what he pleas'd, he thought himſelf to be 
the Perſon. Beſides that he had this Expreffion 
in his Mouth almoſt every hour of the day, 
What doſt take me for a Telegennius, a Change- 


. ling ? Me that am lookt upn for a Man of ſo- 


much Learning as I am? Beſides many other 
ſuch like weak and filly Expreflions, beneath 
the Diſcretion of a Private Perſon, much leſs 
of a Prince, who to {peak the Truth, neither 
wanted Eloquence nor Learning, beſides that 
he had been a diligent and hard Student in the 
Liberal Sciences. 

41. When he wag very young, being en- 
couraged by Titus Livixs, and affifted by Sulp;- 
zius Flauns, he took upon him to write a Hiſto- 
ry. But when he brought it to be ſcan'd by 
the Judgment of a numerous Auditory, he 
tyr'd their Attention by his own Impertinent 
| Interruptions. For he had no ſooner ſet him- 
ſelf to reading, but it happen'd, that ſome of 
the Benches being broken by the weight of a 
Corpulent Perſon that was there, ſer all the 
Company a laughing ; nevertheleſs when the 
Tumulc was over, and that all was huſht and 
quiet again, he could not refrainever and anon 
in the midſt of his Rehearſal by renewing the 
Memory of the Accident,to give freſh occaſions 
of Interruption. During his Reign alſo he 
wrote very much, and maintain*d a Perſon on 
purpoſe to recite them in publick. He began 
his Hiſtory from the Murder of Ceſar the Dia- 
zor, but skipp'd from thence to later "Times ; 
and began again from the Civil Pacification, 


being ſenſible how dangerous a thing it was to 
write 
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write the Truth, and deliver his Mind freely in 
relating the Tranſactions preceding ; for which 
he had been often rebuk'd by his Mother and 
Grand-mother, both jealous of the Memory of 
their Husbands. Of the firſt Part of his Hiſtory 
he left behind him two Volumes only ; of the 
latter Part no leſs than One and forty. He alſo 
finiſh'd Eight Volumes concerning his own 
Life, fuller of Impertinence than want of Elo- 
quence. He alfo undertook a Defence of C;- 
cero againſt the Writings of 4/inizs Polio, learn- 
edly enough. He alſo invented three new Let- 
ters, and added them to the reſt of the old 
ones, as deeming them very neceſſary. Con- 
cerning the reaſon of which, when he had ſet 
forth a Volume, while he was yet a private 
Perſon, it was no hard matter for him, when 
he came to be Emperor, to make them to be 
receiv'd in the vulgar Pronunciation. And 
that manner of Writing with his additional 
, Characters is ſtill to be ſeen in ſeveral Treatiles, 
Journals, and Titles of Books. 

+ 42. Nor had he a lefs Veneration for the 
Greek Language, teſtifying upon all occaſions 
his great Eſteem of it, and extolling its Ex- 
cellency. To a certain Forraigner that dif- 
cours'd with him in Greek and Latin, he began 
his Complement, Since you are 5killd in both our 
Languages. And when he recommended Achaia 
to the Conſ:ript Fathers, he call'd it & Pro- 
vince highly walu'd by him, by reaſon of the Inter- 
courſe of their Common Studies. And frequently 
he gave his Anſwers in the Senate to Embaſla- 
dors in the ſame Language; though many times 
they happen'd to be long and continu'd Ora- 


tions. And as he fate upon the Tribunal, he 
would 
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would repeat ſeveral Verſes out of Homer 
upon ſeveral Occaſions: So that when ever 
he gave Sentence upon an Enemy or a Traitor, 
wherein his Revenge as well as his .Juſtice 
ſhar'd, when the Tribune that was upon the 
Guard came to him for the Word, he ſeldom 
gave any other than this Greek Verſe out of 
Homer's Odyſſes. 


Ard empuracy ore ms mer mracmainn: 


On him that firſt aſſails, mere think it ſtrange. 
By Natures Law, to wreck thy juſt Revenge. 


He alſo compil'd two ſeveral Hiſtories in the 
Greek Tongue. The firſt Entitled Tuppyrixar, of 
the Tyrrhenian Aﬀairs in Twenty Volumes ; and 
the ſecond under the Title of Kagyltraxay or the 
Story of the Carthaginians in Eight Volumes. 
And for the ſake of thoſe Hiſtories, he erected a 
new Muſeum, which hs added to the old one at 
Alexandria, and call'd it by his own Name ; or- 
daining withal, that in the one his Tyrrhenics, in 
the” other his Karchedoniacs, ſhould be rehearsd 
from the beginning to the end, in a full Au- 
ditory, upon ſuch and ſuch days appointed by 
Turns. 

42. Toward the end of his Reign, he gave 
ſome Signs, and thoſe not difficulcly ro be ob- 
ſerv'd, of his repenting his Marriage with Agrip- 
pima, and his Adopting of Nero. For that when 
his Enfranchiz'd Bond-man put him in mind of 
what he had done, and applauded his Juſtice in 
Condemning a Woman the day before Con- 
victed of Adultery, he complain'd, That it was 
his Misfortune to bave been always fetter d in the 
Bands of unchaſte Wedlocks, which there. was no 

Superior 
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Superior above himſelf to puniſh. And another 
time meeting Britanicus, and embracing him 
faſt in his Arms, he admoniſh'd him to grow 
apace, and he would give him an Accompt of 


* Other Editions read 
it 3 Tpa cus 4 1,047. 
Bur he that wounds 
will heal. 4 Proverb 
taken from the Oracle 
grven to Telephus. 


all the Actions of his Reign, ad- 
ding farther theſe Words in Greek 
* 0 egos d" emiyerut. But it was Love that 
over-ruld me. And deſigning to give 
him the Gown of Manhood, in re- 
gard his Stature exceeded the ten- 


derneſs of his years, he added, And at length 
let the People of Rome have a True Czar. 
4.4. Not long after he finiſh'd his laſt Will 
and Teſtament, and caus'd all the Magiſtrates 
to Seal it with their Signets. - But before he 
could proceed any farther he was prevented by 
Agrippma, whom beſides what we have alrea- 
dy mention'd, her own Conſcience, and daily 
Informers Convicted of many other hainous 
Crimes. Ir is agreed therefore by all, that he 
was made away by Poyſon, but where or by 
whom ' adminiſter d is varioufly reported. 
Some ſay that it was given him by Halotus the 
Ennuch, his Taſter, as he was Feaſting in the 
Capitol with the Prieſts. Others will have it, 
thar at a Banquet in his own Houſe, Agrippina 
knowing what a Lover he was of Muſhromes, 
preſented him with one more lovely than or- 
dinary that was Poyſon'd. No leſs various are 
the Reports upon the following Circumſtances 
of his Death. For many ſay, that he grew 
ſpeechleſs immediately after he had ſwallow'd 
the Poyſon ; and that lying in great Torture 
all the Night long, he dy*d the next Morning. 
Ochers *attirm that he grew doaſie and fell a- 


ſleep at che beginning of the venomous Ope- 
ration, 
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ration, and that his Meat riſing in his Stomach 
he flung up all that he had eaten ; whereupon 
they redoubled his Doſe,but whether given him 
in a Jelly Broth, as being moſt proper to ſtreng- 
then his weak Stomach, or in a Clyſter, under 
pretence of disburthening Nature that way, is 
uncertain. | 

45. His Death was kept very private, till all 
things were agreed upon for the aſcertaining 
the Succeflion. And theretore Vows were pub- 
lickly made for his recovery, as it he had been 


only ſick ; and his Comaoedians were ſent for,un- 


der pretence of giving him that Diverſion 
which he himſelf had calld for, the better to 
carry on their Diflimulation. He dy'd the 
13th. of Ofober, in the Conlulſhip. of A/mins 
Marcellus, and Acilivs Aviola, in the Sixty 
fourth year of his Age, and the Fourteenth of 


his Reign. His Obſequies were 1olemniz'd 


with all the Funeral Magnificence befirting an 
Emperor, being afterwards tranflaced into the 


Number of the Gods. Which Humour being 


laid aſide and aboliſhk'd upon Nero's Account, 
was afterwards reviv*d again in Veneration to 
Peſpaſian's Memory. 

46. The moſt remarkable Prodigies that 
preceded his death were theſe ; in the firlt place 
a Blazing Star, and the ſplicing of his Father 
Druſus's Monument by a "Thunder-bolt ; and 
the Death of ſeveral Magiſtrates oft all Orders 
and Degrees which happen'd that year. And 
there are ſeveral Arguments. to prove that he 
' was neither ignorant of his approaching End, 
or any way lollicitous to diſſemble it, For in 
his deſigning and naming the Conſuls, he ne- 
ver appointed any to continue any longer on 

| the 
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the Month wherein he dy*'d. And the laſt 
time he was preſent in the Senate he took great 
pains in exhorting his two Sons to unity and - 
Concord ; and humbly recommended both 
their Ages to the Fathers. And the laft time 
he heard Cauſes upon his Tribunal, he declar'd 
more than once or twice, That he was come to 
the end of Mortality, to the great Grief and 
Trouble of thoſe that heard him, and de- 
teſted in their Wiſhes the fatal Accompliſhment 
of the Omen. 
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Done into Ergliſh by F. P. Gent. 


ROM the Domritian Race two Illu- 
ftrious Families deſcended ; that of 
the CALVINT, and that other of 
the e ENOBARBI. The eAfNO- 
BARBIderiv'd their Original and Sirname from 
L- Domitiusz to whom, it is reported, that as he 
was upon the Rode returning out of the Coun- 
try, two young Men appear'd of more chan 
human Form and Beauty, commanding him to . 
carry the Tydings of a Victory, of which 
there was only an uncertain Rumour : And 
that to aſlure him of the truth of their Divini- 
ty, they gently ſtroak'd his Cheeks in ſuch a 
manner, that his Hair which before was Black, 
turn'd into a kind of gliſtnaing Red, reſembling 
the Colour of Copper. Which wonderful Mark 
was as ic were entail'd upon his Poſtericy ; in- 
ſomuch that there were very few of that Fami- 
ly but ſach as had red Beards. Therefore ha- 
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ving been Honour'd with ſeven Conlſulſhips, 
ewo Triumphs and two Cenforfthips, and cho- 
ſen into the Patrician Order, they all retain'd 
the ſame Sirname; and never made uſe of any 
Pranomens, beſides Cnexws and Lncizes, wherein 
they obſerv'd a more than uſually remarkable 
varicty : Sometimes continuing every one for 
three Perſons together ; ſometimes altering 
them alrernatively one after another. The 
firſt, ſecond, and third of the eA£nobarbi were 
call'd Lec ; the next three that ſucceeded in 
Order were call'd Ce; the reſt took the 
Names of Lucius and Crews by Turns. And 
here I deem it not amiſs to give a ſhort ac- 


 compt of ſeveral of the Family, to the end it 


may more eaſily appear how ſtrangely Nero 
degenerated from the Vertues of his Anceſtors, 
that indeed he feem'd to retain nothing but 
the Vices of every one, implanted and united 
all in him by a long ſeries of Procreation. 

2. Therefore to trace his Pedigree from 
ſomething of diſtant Antiquity, his Great- 
Great-Grandfather Cnew Domitins, 1n his 
Tribunefhip, having taken a diſguſt againſt the 
High Priefts, becauſe they had choſen another 

ver his head in the room of his Father, tranſ- 
ter'd the Right of admitting whom they 
Dleas'd into their Colleges, to the People. And 
in his Conſul{hip having vanquifh'd '-the Alo- 
broges, and Arvernians, he rode through the 
Province mounted upon an Elephant, attend- 
ed by a great multitude of Soldiers, as if 1t 
had been at a folemn Triumph. Upon him it 


was, that Licizias, or rather L, Craſſms, the Fa- 


mous O-ator, utter'd that ſame noted Sarcaſme, 
nat it was nag ndcr he had a Copper Beard, who 
of M = bad 
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had a Mouth of Iron and a Heart of Lead, His 
Son being Pretor, cited C. Cz/ar, 1o loon as he 
was out of his Conſfulſhip, which he was 
deem'd to have held contrary to the Laws, and 
contrary to the Direfions of the Soothlayers 
that gainſaid it, to anſwer his Contempe betore 
the Senate. Soon after he was made Conlul 
himſelf, and then he made it his chief buſineſs 
to have Ceſar recail'd out of Gailia, where he 
was General of the Army, and being nam d 
his Succeſſor by the Faction then prevailing, at 
the beginning of the Civil War he was taken 
Priſoner at Corfinium. Being ſet at Liberty, he 
came to Marſeilles, then cloſely beſieg'd, and 
much encourag'd the Garriſon by his Preſence; 
but of a ſudden ſlipping out of the Town, was 
at length ſlain at the Battel of Phar/alia, A 
Perſon never conſtant in his Reſolutions, bue 
of a fierce and fiery Temper. . Being reduc'd 
to Deſpair in the Extremity of his Afﬀairs, he 
ſo dreaded that Death which in his Fears he 
had ſo much wiſh'd for ; that having taken a 
Doſe of Poyſon he threw ic op again, and En- 
franchiz'd his Phytician, becauſe he had ſfotem- | 
per'd the Poyſon, out of his Prudence and Skill, | 
as to do him little harm. And when Pompey de- 
bated what to do with thoſe that ſtood neuter 
and adher'd to neicher fide, he was the only 
Perfon that advis'd him to uſe them as Enes 
mies. 

2. He left a Son behind him, a Man with- 
out all queſtion to be preferr'd before ' all; the 
reſt of his Race. He being accus'd. to have * That js to 
been engag'd in the Conſpiracy :againft Cz/ar, ſay, being 
and Condemn'd by the * Pedian Law, though 7” wo _ 
he were altogether Innocent, berook himflf to 4, ww... 
ES Brutus 
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Brutus and Caſjizs that were his very neer Kin- 
dred; and when they were both ſlain, yet he 
retain'd the Command of the Navy which was 
committed to his charge; and increas'd* the 
number of his Ships in deſpite of all his dil- 
aſters, till at laſt the whole Party being irreco- 
verably ruin'd, he at length reſign'd it to A4nto* 
21785 of his own accord, who lookt upon it as 
an extraordinary Obligation ; and being the 
only Perſon of all thoſe that were Condemn'd 
by the ſame Law, was at laſt reſtor'd to his Na- 
tive Country, and ran through all the moſt 
Conſiderable Employments in the Common: 
wealth. Afterwards, when the Civil Broils 
brake out again, Antmins made him one of his 
Legates ; at what time he ſo won the Aﬀection 
ot the Army, and moſt Powerful Men of that 
Party, whom Aztony had diſguſted through his 
Lafcivious Dalliances with Cleopatra, that they 
ofter'd him the Supream Command which then 
Antonius had ; which he not daring to accept or 
retuſe, by reaſon of an unexpeted Fit of 
ſickneſs, retir'd to Auguſtus, and within a few 
days after dy*d ; not without an Aſperſion caſt 
upon him by Antonizs, as if he had only deſer- 
ted his Party, as not being able to endure the 
abſence of his Miſtreſs Servillia Naz. 

4. This Man was the Father of Domitizs, 
who was known afterwards to be the Purcha- 
fer of the Goods and Chattels left by Auguſtus 
in his Will; no leſs Famous in his Youth for 
his: Skill in Chariot-driving, then for the Ho- 

 nour of Trinmphal Ornaments which he ac- 
. .quir'd in the German War. But he was Arro- + 

. gant, Profuſe and Cruel withal ; ſo that when 

he was but Edile, he compelFd the :Cenſor L. 

| © Plancis 
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Plancus to give him the way ; and during the 
time that he was Prator and Conſul, he intro- 
duc'd ſeveral Roman Knights and Matrons at 
vaſt Charges, to a&t their Parts upon the pub- 
lick Stage, to ſhew what a Command he had 
in the City ; and he exhibited Chaces of Wild 
Beaſts,not only in the C:rcas,but in all the Quar- 
ters and Wards of the City ; as alſo a Gladia- 
tory Show, but with fo much Cruelty, that 
Augufiins after he had privately admoniſh'd 
him to no purpoſe, was forc'd to reftrain him 
by a Publick Edict. 

5. By Antonia the Elder he had the Father of 
Nero, in every part of his Life deteſtable. For 
this was he, who when he was a young Man, 
accompanying C. Ce/ar into the Eaſt, flew his 
enfranchiz'd Bondman, becauſe he refus'd to 
drink ſo much as he commanded him ; and 
therefore being diſmiſs'd by his Friends out of 
their Company, he found out others wich 
whom he liv'd a Life no lefs Extravagant and 
Enormous than before. Infomuch that in a 
Village upon the Appian Road he drove his 
Chariot over a poor Child and kill'd him ; 
and in the middle of the Forum thruſt out the 
Eye of a Roman Knight for reproving him, as he 
thought, too ſawcily. And fo perfidious he was, 
that he would often defraud the Goldſmiths 
of the Goods which they had bought upon his 
Credit at the Auctions; and many times du- 
ring his Preztorſhip cheated the Chariot-drivers 
of the Prizes they had won. For which things 
being jeer'd and laught at by his Siſter, upon 
the Complaints of the Maſters of the Vermillion 
Coats and Green Coats, which were the two 
ſides that ran one againſt another, he made a 
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Law, that the Prizes or Prize Money ſhould 
for the future be preſently paid down. 'To- 
ward the latter end of 7iberizs's Reign, he was 
accus'd of Treaſon, Adultery, and Inceſt with 
his Siſter Lepida, but eſcaping Condemnation 
upon the alreration of the Times, he dy'd at 
* Pyrgi of a Dropfie, leaving behind him Nero, 
his Son by Agrippins the Daughter of Ger- 
WMANICUS. 

6. Nero was born at Antium, nine Months 
after the death of Tiberizzs, upon the Fifteenth 
day of December, 1o exactly at the riſing of the 
Sun, that it was ſaid the Morning Beams 
glimps'd upon Him, before they ſhed themſelves 
upon the Earth. There were ſeveral Perſons 
that made many and dreadful Conjecures up- 
on his Nativity ; but the Expreflion of his Fa- 
ther Domitius was a Prediction that ſurpaſs'd all 
the reſt ; who when his Friends came to con- 
gratulate him upon the Birth of his Son, at- 
tirm'd, That there could nothing proceed from him 
and Agrippina, but what was deteſtable, and 
would prove pernicious to the Communwealth. Nor 
was the future Calamity of his Reign portend- 
ed by any more remarkable Omen, than that 
which fell out upon the day of his Purification. 
Ar what time C. Czar, being requeſted by his 
Siſter, what Name he would be pleas'd to give 
the Infant, fixing his Eyes upon his Uncle Clau- 
dius, by whom Nero was afterwards adopted ; 
Give him his Name, ſaid he. Nor did he ſpeak 
that ſeriouſly, bur in Deriſion, and to the great 
diſtaſte of 4grippina, well knowing Claudius at 
that time to be no more than the Sport of the 
whole Court. By that. he came to be three 
Months old he loſt his Father, who left _ his 

cir 
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Heir of no more than a third Part of his E- 
ſtate; nor did that come all entire into his 
hands, the whole Eftate being ſeiz'd upon by 
his Co-heir Caizs, and his Mother aicerwards 
baniſh'd. So that being almoſt reduc'd to 
Want and Poverty, he was reliev'd and brought 
up by his Aunt Lepida, under two Tutors, a 
Dancing Maſter and a Barber. But ſo ſoon as 
Claudius came to the Empire, he was not only 
reltord to his Father's Eſtate, but enrich'd 
with the Inheritance of the Eitare of his Fa- 
ther-in-Law Criſps Poſſienns. Ani by the Fa- 
vour of his Mother recall*d out of Baniſhmentr, 
and paſſionately belov'd by the Emperor, he be- 
came ſo Conſiderable, that there was a report 
which went currant among the Common Peo- 
ple, that certain Aiſaflinates were ſent by Meſ- 
ſalina, then Claudins's Wife, to itrangle him as 
he lay taking his Afrernoons Nap, as one that 
was thought to ſet himſelf up in Competition 
with Britanniczs. And there was allo this far- 
ther Addition to the. Story, that the ſame Aſſaf- 
ſinates, being frighted by a Dragon crawling 
from under the Pillow, betook themſelves to 
their Heels. Which Fable was grounded upon 
this, that the Spoils of a Serpent were after- 
wards found in his Bed wrapt about his Bolſter, 
which for ſome time after that he wore, by his 
Mothers order, in a Bracelet of Gold upon his 
Right Arm ; which art length he laid aſide, in 
abhorrence of his Mothers Memory, bur at- 
terwards in the extremity of his Aﬀairs, 
{ought for again in vain, when they were 
palt recovery. 

7. Being as yet but very young and hardly 


palt the years of his Childhood, he was a con- 
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ſtant Performer of the Trojan Exerciſes in the 
Circenfean Games, not without the Applauſe of 

* But the the People. In the * Eleventh year of his Age 

Twelfth he was adopted by Claudins, and deliver'd to 

__ rl '” the Tutelage of Annan Seneca, then a Senator ; 

g to | . 

Tacitus upon which there ran a report, as if Seneca 
ſhould dream the next Night that he was 
teaching C. Czſar. Which Dream in a ſhort 
time Nero fulfilPd, diſcovering the Inhumanity 
of his Nature by the firſt Experiments which 
he was able to give. For he endeavour'd to per- 
{wade his Father that Britannicus was a Baſtard, 
taking it in great Indignation, that after his 
Adoption, his Brother ſhould ſalute him by the 
Name of e/frobarbrs, as he was wont to do. 
Alſo he appeard in open Court as an Evi- 
dence againſt his Aunt Lepidez, to gratifie his 
Mother, who proſecuted her with great ſeveri- 
ey. Being admitted to exerciſe his Parts in the 
Forum, he promils'd a Largeſs to the People, 
and a Donative to the Soldiers. And having 
Proclaim'd a Solemn Turnament to gratifie 
the Pretorians, he rode before them to the Bar- 
riers with a Target upon his Arm ; which done, 
he return'd his moſt humble Thanks to his Fa- 
ther in the Senate, for all his Favours. More- 
over when he was made Conſul, he pleaded be- 
fore the Emperor for the Bononians in Latin, and 
for the Rhodians and Ihenſes in Greek, He be- 
gan to exerciſe his Jurisdiction as Governour of 
the City, in the Latin Holy-days, at what time 
the moiſt Celebrated Lawyers brought before 
him, not ſhort and eafie Cauſes, remov'd out of 
other Courts on purpoſe, but ſuch as were of 
great Moment, and no leſs difficult to determin, 
contrary to the expreſs Command of Claudim. 


Not 
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Not long after he marry'd his Wife Ofavia, 
and exhibited Circenfian Games, and ſeveral 
Chaces of wild Beaſts tor the Safety and Pro- 
ſperity of Claudius. 

s bein now Seventeen years of Age, fo 
ſoon as the Death of Claudius was made Pub- 
lick, between the Sixth and Seventh Hour, 
he made his appearance among the Guards (for 
ſuch were the dire Prognoſtick's that ſhew'd 
themſelves all the reſt of che day, that he durſt 
not Enterprize ſo great and doubtful an Attempt 
till more Auſpicious Signs appear'd) but then 
all things fell ont ſo luckily, that he was falu- 
ted Emperor before the Steps aſcending to his 
Palace ; and from thence carry'd in a Litter to 


the Camp, where the Soldiers being haſtily 


lummon'd together, after a ſhort Speech, he 
hurry'd away to the Senate, and ſtaid there till 
the Evening ; and of all thoſe vaſt Honours and 
Titles which were heap'd upon him, refuſing 
none but that of FATHER OF HIS COUN- 
TRY, which he only did in Modeſty by reaſon 
of his Age. : 

9. Thus aſcending the Emperial Throne, 
and beginning with a pretended Oftentation of 
Piety, he made a moſt Magniticent Funeral for 
Claudirs, poke his Praiſes in an Oration by 


361 


* himſelf compil'd, and Honour'd him with * 0r as 9- 


Celeſtial Conſecration beſides. Nor did he 
forget to Eternize his Fathers Memory with 
multiply*d Honours. And to his Mother he 
left the ſole Management of all publick and 


Private Aﬀairs. So that upon the firſt day of 


his aſſuming the Empire, when the Tribune 
that was upon the Guard came to him for the 
Word, he gave hin Optima Mater, or his Beſt 

| Mother ; 


thers ſay by 
his Maſter 
Seneca. 
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Aother ; and after that, was many times ſeen to 
ride publickly with her in the ſame Litter. He 
ſenta Colony to Antium; to which purpoſe he 
cull'd out all the Vererane Soldiers of his 
Guards, and order'd the moſt wealthy of the 
Cencturions to remove their Habitations and go 
along with them; and tor their tarther conve- 
nience made them a Harbour art a prodigious 
Expence. ' | 

10. And to give yet farther and more aſlu- 
red Teſtimonies of his Inclinations, he made a 
folemn Proteſtation, To Govern according to the 
Model of Auguſtus, omicting no occation or 
opportunity to ſhew his Liberality, his Cle- 
mency and his Aﬀability. Taxes that lay hea- 
vy upon the People he either quite abolifh'd, 
or reduc'd them to a Moderate Aſleſsment. 
He reduc'd the Rewards due to Informers upon 
the Papian Law to a fourth Part. Among the 
People he diſtributed a Dole of 400 Seſterces a 
Man; and to ſuch of the Senators who were 
Nobly deſcended, but yet were Poor, he: al- 
low'd annual Penſions ; -which to ſome that he 
more particularly favour'd, he advanc'd to the 
value of Twelve thouſand five hunder'd 
Crowns a year; beſides a Monthly Benevo- 
lence of Corn to the Pr4torian Bands. And 
being defir'd to Subſcribe a Warrant for the 
Execution of a Condemn'd Perſon, What would 
T give, 1aid he, that I had never learnt to write or 
read ! His Memory was ſuch, that he would ſa- 
late all the Members of the ſeveral Orders of 


the City by their Names. And when the Se- 


nate return'd him Thanks for his Excellent Ad- 
minittration of the Government, he made An- 
Iwer, Let me firſf deſerve it. He admitted the 

| | Com- 
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Common People to his Exerciſes in the Field ; 
he Declainrd frequently in Publick; and he 


rehearsd Verſes of his own making, not only 


in private at home, but in the open Theater, 
with ſo much Univerſal Applauſe and Congra- 
tulation, that upon one of his Rehearſals, there 
was a Solemn Thankſgiving to the Gods De- 


creed, and a farther Edi, that Pare of the. 


Verſes ſhould be Conſfecrated in Letters of 
Gold to Fupiter Capitolinus. 

Ii. Many were the Shows and Plays, which 
he preſented for the Recreation of the People, 
and of variqus forts; as Juvenal Paſtimes and 
Circenſian Games ; Stage-Plays, and Gladiatory 
Combats. To his Juvenal Sports he invited 
all the Old Men of Conſular Degree, toge- 
ther with the Ancient Ladies and Matrons. In 
the Circenſian Games he appointed Seats for the 
Roman Gentry, where they might ſit private 
and apart from the Mulcitude. In the Plays, 
which becauſe they were Inſtituted for the E- 
ternity of the Empire, he would have to be 
calld Maximi, there were ſeveral Perſons of 
both Orders, Senatorian and Equeſtrian, and of 
both Sexes that Acted their Parts. Among 


the reſt there was a moſt noted Roman Knight ' 


that rode upon an Elephant {ſwiftly walking 
upon a long Cable, like a Rope-dancer, in the 
Place where thoſe Activities us'd tro be ſhown. 
There was alſo Acted a Comedy diſplaying the 
Humours of the Romans, Written by Afranizs, 
and calPd the Conflagration, in which the Actors 


- were permitted to rifſle the Houſe as it was 


burning, and to carry away what Houſhold- 
{tuff they pleas'd. And all the while theſe 
Paſtimes continu'd, Thouſands alſo of Tickets 

| were 
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were daily flung about among the People, for a 
thouſand ſeveral ſorts of Preſents > as Birds of 
all forts, Corn, Garments, Gold, Silver, Jewels, 


\ Pearls, Pictures, Slaves, Horſes, and other 


tame Beaſts; and laſtly in fome Tickets were 
_ Ships, Houſes, and whole Fields of 
and. 

t2. Theſe Plays he beheid from a Box that 
was built juſt before the Stage. At the Gladia- 
tory Combat which he preſented in the Wood- 
den Amphitheater, which he Ere&ted within 
leſs than a year, he would not ſuffer any Man 
to be kill'd, not ſo much as thoſe that were 
Condemn'd. He perſwaded into the Liſts For- 
ty Senators and Fifty Roman Knights to fight 
at Sharpes ; and others of both Orders of good 
Reputations and Eſtates, to fight with wild 
Beaſts, and to other Drudgeries of the Common 
Pit. Which as it fſatisfy'd his Oftentation, 
was no leſs pleaſing to thoſe that lookt upon it 
as an obligation to their Prince. He alſo exhi- 
bited the Repreſentation of a Sea-fight upon 
the falt Water, filPd the while with Sea Mon- 
ſters rowling up and down. But the more 
quaint ſort he delighted with his Pyrrhick Dan- 
ces, perforny'd by a number of young Gentle- 
men ſent for from beyond Sea ; upon whom at- 
ter they had done, he beftow'd the Freedom of 
the City, and gave them the Patents tor Con- 
firmation of their Privileges under his Hand 
and Seal. In oneof theſe Pyrrhick Maſques it 
was ſo contriv'd that a Bull ſhould leap Paſiphae 
enclos'd in a Woodden Machine, repreſeriting 
the ſhape of a Cow ; ſo naturally done, that 
many of the Spectators believ'd it to be real. 


In the Repreſentation of Tcarxs, the Actor that 
| Perſonated 


N ezx©0 Caxsax, 
' Perſonated him, upon his firſt Attempt to flye, 
unfortunately fell down juſt by the Emperors 
Couch, and beſprink'd him with his Blood. 
For he was wont very ſeldom to preſide at theſe 
kind of Sports, but as he lay upon his Couch he 
beheld them for the moſt part looking through 
little Lattices ; though many times he would 
order the Windows to be flung open the whole 
breadth of the Gallery and ſhew himſelf in full 
view. Moreover he was the firit that ever In- 
{tituted the Tryals of Skill once in Five years, 
after the manner of the Greeks, and where the 
Conteſts for the Prizes were the ſame in Mu- 
ſick, Wreſtling and Racing ; which he calFd 
by the Name of Neronzana. In order to 
which, having dedicated his Baths, and a 
Place peculiar for his Exerciſes, he allow'd a 
certain quantity of Oil, gratz, for the uſe of 
the Senators and Gentlemen. He alſo appoin- 
ted Conſular Magiſtrates to preſide by Lot as 
Judges of the Conteſts, and thoſe to ſit in the 
Pretors Seats. 'Then he deſcended into the Or- 
cheſtra among the Senators, where the Garland 
that was prepar'd tor the Reward of the Per- 
fon that had obtain'd the Victory, either in 
Latin Proſe or Ver, for which the moſt Emi- 
nent Perſons in the City contendec:, being by 
their conſent adjudg'd to himſelf, he was pleas'd 
to accept it. But as for the Harp that was 
brought to him by the Judges, he ador'd it, 
and order'd it to be carry'd to the Statue of 
Auguſizs, Upon the day that he expos'd the 
Gymnick Sights, between the Preparations . for 
Sacrificing the Ox, he ſhav'd his Beard the firſt 
time, and put the Hair into a Box of pure 
Gold enchas'd with Precious Stones, and Con- 
| ſecrated 
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ſecrated it to Tupiter Capitolinus. He alſo invi- 
ted the Veſtal Virgins to ſee his Wreſtlers; in 
imitation of the Greeks who permitted the ' 
Prieſteſſes of Ceres to behold thoſe Paſtimes at 
Olympia. I 

12. Nor will it be amiſs among the reſt of 
his Shows, to relate the Entry which T:ridates 
made into the City. Him, as being King of 
Armenia, after he had invited with large Pro- 
miſes to Rome, he defign'd to ſhew to the Peo- 
ple ; but the day, by publick Proclamation ap- 
* pointed for his Reception, being put off by 
reaſon of the mizling Weather, upon the firſt 
fair Weather he produc'd him. To which pur- 
poſe, having plac'd his Armed Cohorts about 
the Temples adjoyning to the Forum, he ſea- 
ted himſelf, Adorn'd with his Triumphal 
Robes, upon a Throne of Ivory in the midſt 
of his Military Enſigns and Banners ; and firſt 
_ as the King paſs'd under the Declivity of the 
* Scaffold, he admitted him to fall at his Knees ; 
but immediately raisd him up with his Right 
Hand and kiſs'd him. "Then taking off the 7:- 
ara from the ſubmiflive Prince's Head, he ſer 
the Regal Diadem in its place, a Perſon of 
Pretorian Degree, both Interpreter and Cryer, 
pronouncing aloud to the ſurrounding Multi- 
tude the */o:ds of the Suppliant King. Thenee 
conducting him into the Theater , where 
the King again renew'd his ſubmiſflive Cere- 
monies, he plac'd him at his right Hand. For 
which being ſaluted Emperor, after he had 
ſent his Laurel-wreath to the Capito}, he ſhut up 
the 'Temple of anus, in Token that there was 
neither any War in agitation, nor any Remain- 
der of War to diſturb the Univerſal Tranquility 
of the Empire. 14. He 
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14. He held four Conlulſhips ; the firſt for 

two Months; the Tecond and laſt for fix 
Months; and the third for four Months. The 
two middlemoſt he held ſucceflively one after 
the other ; the other two, ſome years diſtance 
intervening. 

I5. In the ordinary Adminiſtration of Ju- 
ſtice he rarely gave any Anſwer to the Motions 
of Petitions of Advocates till the next day, and 
that in writing. In hearing of Cauſes he ob- 
ſerv'd this Method, to continue the Cauſes in 
the ſame order they were brought into Court, 
and ſo to diſpatch them in their Turns. But as 
often as he retir*d to deliberate, he never deba- 
ted the Matter with others, but after he had. 
privately read the Opinions of all the Judges de- 
liver'd him in writing, he pronounc*d Sentence 
according to his own Fancy, as if it had been 
according to the Judgment of all the reſt. It 
was a long time before he could be perſwaded 
to admit the Sons of Perſons not born free into 
the Senate, and to thoſe that had been admitted 
by his Predeceſlors he retus'd all Employments 
of Honour. All ſupernumerary Candidates, to the 
end they might the more patiently brook the 
delay of their Preferment, he advanc'd to 
Commands in- the Legions. And for the Con- 
ſalſhip, he conferr'd it generally tor ſix Months ; 
but if either of the Conſuls died before the Ca- 
lends of Fanuary, he never ſubſtituted another in 
his room ; exploding che Prefident of Caninizs 
Rebilzs, a Conſul for one day, The Triuraphal 
Ornaments, and thoſe of the Que/Forian Digni- 
ty, he vouchſar'd alſo to forme of the Eque- 
ſtrian Order, though they never had deſerv'd 
them by any remarkable Atchievement in the 

0 Wars. 
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Wars. The Accounts of certain Afﬀairs which 
he ſent to the Senate, he order'd the Conſils 
to communicate and open to the Court, ta- 
king no notice of the Quzſtors, whoſe particu- 
lar Office it was to do it. 

16. After the burning of the City, he inven- 
ted a new Form of building the Houſes, con- 
triving it ſo, that there ſhould be Porticos or 


* For in regard the 
Houſes were not built 
Contiguous, the Space 
of Ground upon which 
every Houſe was built 
was call'd an Tjland. 


f Tacitus ſays he Pro- 


--ms'd indeed to build 
them, bat never ful- 
fIPd his Word. 


{mall Gate-houſes, built at a ſmall di- 
ſtance before every Houſe or * Iſland, 
upon the Battlements of which they 
might ſtand to keep off the Fire from 
the reſt of the Building : And thoſe he 
j built at his own Charges. He had a 
deſign to have extended the Walls of 
the City as far as Oftia, and to have 
brought the Sea by means of a Canal 
to the old City. And indeed many 


things were ſeverely reform'*d in his time, many 
things reſtrain'd, and many newly Inſtitute 
withno leſs reſpec to the publick Good. He limi- 


ted the exceflive Luxury of Habit and Encertain- 


ments. 


Publick Suppers were reduc'd to a Pro- 


portionable diſtribution to the Gueſts in little 


Baskets. 


And there was a Proclamation ſet 


torth, prohibiting all Vituallers to boyl any o- 
rher Meat, except Pulſe and Herbs; whereas 
before there was no fort of Meat but might be 
had at the Cooks Shop. The CHRISTIANS 
were ſeverely puniſh'd,as a fort of Men addicted 
to a new and miſchievous fort of Superſtition. 
He alſo ſuppreſs'd the Sports of the Charioteers 
with four Horſes, who by long Cuſtom were 
become fo Licentious, as to take upon them a 
kind of Right to loiter about, and cheat and 
pilter whatever they could lay their hands on, 


as 
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as it were in jeſt. And finding the Buffoons 
and Pantomimes divided into diſtin& Parties 
and Companies, he baniſh'd them all together. 

17. To prevent the Forging of Deeds, 
he order'd that no Inſtruments ſhould be 
Sign'd or Seald until the Tables were boar'd 
thorough, and a String drawn three times 
through the hole. Ic was farther Enacted, 
that in all the Wills and Teſtaments, the 
firſt ewo Tables of Wax ſhouid be Blank, 
without any Writing, but only that of the |, 
Names of the Teſtators; and that no Perſon 
drawing a Will ſhould preſume to put himſelf 
in for a Legacy. Moreover he ordain'd that 
the Clyents ſhould pay no more than ſuch a 
certain Fee to the Advocates ; but nothing at 
all for their Seats and Benches in the Court, 
for which there ſhould be an Allowance out of 
the Treaſury. And that ſuch Cauſes as lay 
before the Officers of the Treaſury, ſhould be 
remoy'd to the Forum or Common , ! ; 
Pleas, to be try'd before the * Reco B69 Wenule 199 
verers ; and that there ſhould be no 5,1, _ foſeied 


Appeals from the Judges, but to the Goods or Eſtates, where 
the Perſon who thought 


enate. 
IS. As he had never any deſign Fan + _— 

or hopes to enlarge or propagate the 4; _ cit. 

Bounds of the Empire, he bad ſome 

thoughts of withdrawing his Army out of 

Britain ; nor was it any other Conlideration 

which made him defiſt, but only meer ſhame to 

Eclipſe the Glory which his Facher had won 

in thoſe Parts. Only the Kingdom of Pontzs 

upon the ſurrender of Pelemo, and that of the 

Alps by the death of Cortizes, he redu_'d into 


Provinces. 
Bb 2 19. He 


* Now by 
ſome cail'd 
Les Portes 
de Teflts. 
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19. He never undertook but two Progreſles, 
the one to Alexandria, and the other into A4- 
chaia; but upon the very day that he intended 
to have ſer forward, he ſtopp'd his Voyage for 
Alexandria, {card by ſome Religious Omen, or 
rather terrify'd by the danger of the Seas. For 
in a Procefhion from Temple to Temple, when 
he came to reſt himiclf in che Temple of Veſta, 
the Skirt of his Garment ſtuck to the Seat as 
he was going to 1ite; and immediately upon 
that he had ſuch a Miſt before his Eyes, that 
he could hardly fee. When he arriv'd in A- 
chaia, bcing eagerly bent to make a Cut quite 


| through the 1#hmus, he made a Speech to the 


Pretcrian Guards to encourage them to begin 
the Work; and afcer he had given the Signal 


. by the found of a Trumpet, he was the firſt 


that began to digg, and after he had filFd a 
Basket full of Earth, carry'd it away upon his 


' own Shoulders. He alſo made great Preparations 


for an Fxpcdition to the * Caſpian Streights, alter 


he had Litted a new Legion of Iralian Youths, 
all ſx Foot high, which he calPd the Pha- 


Jax Of Alexander the Great, All theſe things 
ne pertorn'd, paitly without encurring much 
k 


of Ceniure, partly Extoll'd and Applauded 
tor what he did; which I therefore ſeperate 
trom his wicked and abominable Actions, of 
which I am now to give an Acconpr. 

20. Among the reſt of thoſe Accompliſh- 
ments, with which his Tutors thought it requi- 
ito £o embellith his Education, Muſick was 
one of the Principal Sciences which they taught 
bin; fo that as joon a3 he had obtain'd the 
Empire, he ent for Terpnrs, a Harper, then 
the molt efteenr'sd and famous for his Art a- 
bove 
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bove any of thoſe Times; and took flich de- 
light in his Hand, that he would fit up from af- 
ter Supper till paſt Midnight, ior ſeveral Nights 
one after another, to hear him Ylay : 1o thac at 
length his Aﬀection to thar Science ſo charnyrd 
him, that he ſet himtelt moſt induitriouſly to 
learn the perte&tion of. that Science, conde- 
ſcending to all the ſtrict obſervations of 
Rules and affiduity of Practice that perfect 
a Hand, or conduc to the preſervation and 
ſtrengthening his Voice. To which purpoſe 
he would ſometimes lye upon his Back with a 
Plate of Lead upon his Stomach ; purge him- 
felf with Vomits and Clyſters, and abſtain 
from Apples and all manner of Dyer that was 
hurtful to the Voice; till ar length flattering 
himſelf wich his Proficiency (though he had 
neither a clear nor a ſtrong Pipe) nothing 
would ſerve him but he would ſhew his Parts 
upon the Stage, frequently alleaging the Greek 
Proverb among his familiar Friends and Favou- 
rites, That Muſick when conceal 'd never wins Re- 
putation. The firft time that he diſplay'd his 
Gitts in this Nature, was at Naples, where 
though the Theater began to rock of a ſudden 
with the violence of an Earthquake, he would 
not give over, till he had ſung out a whole 
Song in the Aood which he had begun. There 
he ſung very oiten, and for ſeveral days toge- 
ther; only now and then reſting a while to reco- 
ver his Voice, and growing impatient of Retire- 
ment,. he made haſte from Bathing to the Thea- 
ter, where he would often dine in the midſt of 
the Muſick Room, with all the People ſtaring 
about him ; at what time he would promile 
them, That as ſoon as he had waſl'd his Throat, 
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he ſhould be able ts ſims both louder and deeper. 
And being extreamly pleas'd with certain 
Songs which the Alexandriay Muſitians, being 
arriv'd at Naples upon leave given them, had 
compos'd in his Praiſe, he ſent for more of 
the ſame Gang from the ſame Place. Never- 
thelefs he was no leſs diligent to Muſter toge- 
ther ſeveral young Gentlemen of the Equeſtri- 
aa Order, and Five thouſand of the ſtouteſf 
young Fellows that he could pick out among 
the Rabble, who being divided into Parties, 
were to learn the three ſorts of Applaules 
(which they calld by Names of Bombs, or the 
Hum. Imbrices,wwhich was a noiſe like the rattling 
of the Rain upon the Tiles ; and Teffas, which 
was in imitation of the clapping of two Tiles 
together) and to be ſure to do their Duty up- 
on all Occaſions. And ſome of theſe that 
were of the beſt Qualicy, remarkable tor their 
thick Heads of Hair, their Rich Attire, and 
their Gems ſparkling upon their left Hands, 
attended him all the while he was ſinging, - be- 
ing fully inftruced in the ſeveral ſorts of Ac- 
clamation, for which their Tutors had Stipends 
ailow'd them of Four hunder'd thouſand Se- 
ſterces apiece. - 

2I. And being thus tranſported with his 
ſinging, he renew'd at Rome his Neronian 'Iryals 
of Skill, Ar what time; when all the People 
cryd out in Frantick Flattery to hear his Cele- 
feial Voice, he made anſwer, That ſmce they would 
have it ſo, they ſhould hear him to their ſatisfattion 
in the Publick Gardens. But then the Soldiers 
that were upon the Guard ſeconding the Im- 
portunity of the People, he promis'd to gratifie 
their Deſires without any more to do. And 
immediately 
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immmediately caus'd his Name to be entred 
into the Roll of the Mulick Profeitors ; and fo 
putting in his Lot among the reſt of the Har- 
pers into the Common Urn, enter'd upon the 
Stage according to his Turn, the Captains of 
his Pretorian Guard carrying his Harp after 
him ; attended alſo by the Tribunes of the Ar- 
my and his moſt intimate Favourites. And ſo 
ſitting down, as ſoon as the Prologue was 1po- 
ken, he made Proclamation by Cluwvirs Rufirs, 
one that had been Conſul, that he intended to 
ſing the Story of Nicbe, which he perform'd ac- 
cordingly, and held it out till the tenth Hour 
of the day ; but put off his receiving the Gar- 
land and the diſtribution of the Prizes till the 
next year, that he might have more frequent Oc- 
caſionsto ſhew his Skill. But becauſe that diſtance 
of time ſeenrd tomewhat too long, he. forbore 
not to find other Opporcunities.to make himſelt 
publick. Nor did he -ſcruple at private Spectacles 
to Ad his Part among the Common Players, 
and to accept of a Preſent of a Million of Se- 
feerces from one of the Prarors. He alſo ſang 
ſeveral Tragedies in diſguiſe, the Vizors and 
Masks or the Hero's and Gods, as alſo of the 
Heroeſfes and Goddeſles, being ſo ſhap'd as to 
repreſent his own Countenance, or the Ladies 
for whom he had moſt Aﬀection. Among o- 
ther things, he ſang Canace in travail ; Oreltes 
killing his Mother ; Oedipus ffrook blind; and 
Hercules raging ad. At what time it 1s repor- 
ted that a young Soldier, being plac'd Sentinel 
at. the Door, ſeeing him dreſt up and bound, as 
the Subject of the Play requir'd, ran in to his 
Afiiſtance, as if the thing had been done in 


gocd carneſt, 
Bb 4. 22. Fron; 
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22. Froin his Infancy he was a paſſionate 
Admirer of Horſes ; and the chiefeſt of his Dif- 
courſe, though it were forbidden him, was a- 
bout the Circenſian Games. And once upon a 
time, bemoaning among his School-tellows the 
Diſaſter of one of the Green-Coar Charioteers, 
who falling from his Seat was dragg'd about the 
Circus, for which he was rebuk'd by his Tutor, 
he pretended that he ſpoke of He&or dragg'd 
about the Trojan Walls, But. when at the be- 
ginning of his Reign, he was wont to enter- 
tain himſelf by ſporting with Ivory Chariots up- 
on 4 Board, there was nothing how trivial ſoe- 
ver to be ſeen in the Circus, but he would leave 
his Recreation, and run thither from his Retire- 
ments; at firft Icognito; but afterwards fo 
publickly, that every body expedted him, as 
knowing he would not fail to be there. Nor 
did he difſemble his Reſolution to enlarge the 
number of Palms or Prizes; to which purpoſe, 
the number of Careers being multiply'd, the 
Show laſted many times till late in the Even- 
ing; it being come: to that paſs, that the Ma- 
{ters of the Parties at length would not bring 
out their Horſes, unleſs they might be ſecur'd 
' to run all day long. Soon after he himſelf 
would undertake to drive the Chariots out of 
an Ambition to be ſeen by the People ; and aft- 
ter he had pradtis'd his firſt Rudiments in the 
Gardens amons the Slaves and Interior Rabble, 
he then expos'd himſelf to the ſight of all the 
People in the great Circus ; ſome one of his En- 
tranchisd Bond-men giving him the Signal of 
the Start, from the place where the Magiſtrates 
were wont formerly to do it. And not con- 
tent to have given theſe Experiments of his 
Parts 
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Parts at Rome ; he muſt needs, as we have ſaid, 
take a Voyage into Achaia, chiefly mov'd 
thereto, for that the Cities, where there were 
uſtally any remarkable Tryals of Skill in Mu- 
ſick, had made a Decree to ſend to him all the 
Prizes of the Muſicians. Which he took ſo 
kindly at their hands, that he not only admit- 
ted the Commiſlioners that brought them, be- 
fore he gave Audience to any other £mbaſla- 
dors, but feaſted them at his moit familiar En- 
tertainments. One of theſe Commilitoners 
humbly deſiring him, that he would be pleas'd 
to give them a Song at Supper, and being there- 
upon extoll'd with a more than ordinary Ap- 
plauſe, he cry'd out, That the Greeks were the 
only Perſons that underſtood Muſick, and only 
worthy of him and his Art. And upon that 
haſtening his Journey forthwith, he croſs'd the 


Sea to * Caſſiope, and preſently hegan to tune af ag 
annina. 


his Pipes at the Altar of Frupiter Caſſius. 

23. After this he pur in ac all Tryals of Skill, 
whatever they were. . To which purpoſe, he 
brought together within the Compals of one 
year all the Exerciſes of various times and ſea- 
ſons; and at Olympia, contrary to Cuſtom, he 
{et up a Mutical Conteſt in the midſt of the 
Olympick Games. And that nothing might di- 
vert him when he was buſily employ'd about 
theſe things, when Helirs his Enfranchiz'd 
Bond-man wrote him word, That bz Preſence 
was much wanting in the City, he return'd him 
this Anſwer, Though it be thy Advice and thy 
Deſire, that I ſhould ſpeedily return, yet oughteſt 
thou rather to wiſh and deſire, that Nero may re- 
turn worthy of himſelf. When he was ſinging, it 
was not lawful for any Man to depart the 

| . 'Theacer, 
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Theater, unleſs the occaſion were ſuch as could 
not poflibly be avoided. So that ſome Women 
are ſaid to have been deliver'd upon the ſpot ; 
and many ſo tyr'd with hearing, and tht fre- 
quent Formalities of humming and clapping, 
that the Gates of the Town being ſhut all the 
while, they would either privately leap over 
the Wall, or fain themſelves dead, that they 
might be carry'd off to their Lodgings. More- 
over it is almoſt paſt belief, in what a ſtrange 
Fear and Anxiety he was in, all the while the 
Conteſt laſted ; with what Emulation of his 
Antagoniſts, and dread of his Judges he con- 
tinually perplex'd his Thoughts. For as if his 
Competitors had been all of equal Quality and 
Condition, he had always his Eye upon them, 
Courted and Extolld them in publick, De- 
fam'd and Traduc'd them behind their backs, 
and many times as occaſion offer*d,inveigh'd a- 
gainſt them with ſcurrilous and reproachful 
Language. But if they were ſuch whoſe Repu- 
tation for their Skill was indiſputable, thoſe he 
brib'd to yield him the Victory. As for tne 
Judges, before he began, he was wont to raake 
his Addreſſes to them with great reſpect and 
reverence, telling them, That he had done as 
much as was to be done, but that the Event was in 
the hands of Fortune ; and therefore that they, being 
Wiſe and learned Men, were to exclude all things 
fortuitors and accidental, To which if the Jud- 
ges reply'd by way of Encouragement, and bid 
him go on boldly, he retir'd with much more 
ſatisfaction; and yet not fo ſettled in his Mind 
neither, but that taking the ſilence and mode- 
ſty of ſome of them, tor ſurlineſs and averſion 


to his Perſon, he could not forbear declaring 
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to his Friends the Jealoufies and Miſtruſts of his 
Thoughts. 

24, On the other ſide, he was ſo ſubmiflive 
to the Laws and Rules obſerv'd at theſe kind 
of Meetings, that he durſt not ſo much as 
{ſpic, nor wipe the {ſweat off his Forehead 
but with his Sleeve. As he was Adting in a 
Tragedy one day, having let fall his Staff, 
though he recover'd it immediately, yet 
he was in ſuch a deadly tear of being Hiſs'd 
off the Stage for his Miſcarriage, that nothing 
would put him out of his dejected Humour, till 
one of the Actors ſwore to him, that the Ac- 
clamations and Shouts of the People were 1ſo 
great, that it was impoſſible for ſo ſlight an 
Accident to be taken notice of. | 


When he had got the day he always * Which Dio expreſly 


* *1 þ; | contradicts, affirming 
pronounc'd himſelf the YVi#or. For EET 


which reaſon he was always quarrel- 
ling with the Cryer wherever he fans. 
came. And that there might not be 

the leaſt Remembrance or Footſtep extant of a- 
ny other of the'Eamous Vidtors at the Grecian 
Games, he commanded all their Statues and 
Pictures to be pulPd down and thrown into the 
Common Sewers. He got up into the Box, and 
drave the Careering Chariots in ſeveral Places : 
and at the Olympick Games, he ſcowr'd away 
one with ten Horſes; though in one of his 
own Poems he had inveigh'd againſt Mzhrida- 
zes for doing the ſame. But being thrown out 
of the Box, though preſently reſeated, yet find- 
ing he could not hold out, he left off before he 
had finiſh'd his Courſe ; nevertheleſs he car- 
ry'd the Prize and was crown'd. Upon his de- 
parture from thence, he declar'd the whole 
Province 


Cryer upon thoſe Occas 


ad;oming to 
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Province to be free ; made the Judges free of 
the Roman City, and rewarded them with large 
Sums of Money beſide. All which Favours he 
proclaim'd himſelf, with an Audible Voice, in 
the middle of the Racing Place, upon the day 
that the [/hmian Games began. 

25. Returning out of Greece to Naples, be- 
cauſe he had there firſt expos'd himielt in the 
firſt Tryals of his Art, he caus'd a part of the 
Wall to be thrown down, and the breach to be 
levelFd, that he might make his Entry in a 
Chariot drawn with white Horſes, according 
to the Cuſtom of Vidtors in the Grecian 
Games; and in the ſame manner he enter'd 
Antium, Albanum, and Roxwe. Only into Rome 
he made his Entry in the ſame Chariot where- 
in Auguſtus formerly had rid in Triumph ; and 
in a Purple Robe, and his Mantle all Embroi- 
derd with $:4:2 of Gold, with an Olympick 
Crown upon his Head, and a Pyr5ick Garland in 
his right Hand, beſides ſeveral others which were 
Ccarry'd before him in greac Pomp ; with In- 
{criptions of the Names of the Perfons whom he 
had Conquer, the Places where, wich what 
particular Songs, and upon what Subjects ; fol- 
low'd by a Throng of People tearing the Air 
with their loud Shouts and Acclamations, as if 
it had beenat an Ovation,crying out, They were 
his Auguſtians, and his Soldiers the Companions of 
bis Triumph, Then having cans'd the Arch at 
the Entrance into the great Circus to be pull'd 


*A we? down, he paſs'd through the * Velabrum, and 


the Forum, he pals'd on diredtly to the Palatium, 
and fo to the 'Cemple of Apollo. In his paſlage 
ſeveral Victims upon Altars on purpoſe Erected, 
were ſlain and offer d up to Congratulate his 
| : happy 
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happy Return ; the Streets were ſtrew*d with 
Saffron, and Birds of ſeveral ſorts, together 
with Garlands of Lentisk, Ribbands and Jun- 
kets thrown among the People ; but the Sacred 
Crowns he plac'd in his Lodging Chamber 
round about his Bed ; as alſo his Statues in his 
Harpers Habit, which he likewiſe caus'd to be 
{tampt npon his Coin. Afﬀeer all this, he was 
ſo far from remitting or ſurceaſing his Muſical 
Recreations, that for the preſervation of his 
Voice, he never made any Speeches to his Sol- 
diers, but what he ſent them in writing, or 
caus'd another to ſpeak for him. Neither 
would he do any thing either ſeriouſly or in 
merriment, unleſs he had his * Pho- 
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naſcas by him, to put him in mind 
of ſparing his Arteries, and to ſtop 
his Mouth with his Handkerchief, in 
caſe he perſiſted. And indeed he was 


* Phonaſci were a ſort 
of Phyſicians for the 
Voices of Songfters, 
Adors and Cryers, and 
gave them Remedies to 


ſo vain-glorious in this Particular, preſerve their Lungs. 


that his Friendſhip was as eaſily pur- 
chas'd by ſedulity- of Applauſe, and his Ha- 
tred as ſoon incurr'd by remitinefs of Con 
mendation. 

26. His Petulancy, Luſt, Luxury, Avarice 
and Cruelty he practis'd by degrees, and at 
firſt conceaFd under the excuſes of Indiſcretion 
and Hear of Youth. B+". 5, © he could not car- 
ry it ſo, but that it was to every body appa- 
rent, they were rather the Vices of Nature then 
of Age. So ſoon as it grew duskifh, diſguis'd 
in a Cap or a round Hat, away he flew to the 
Tippling Houſes and Cooks Shops, and run 
frolicking and ſcowring about the Streets, ma- 
ny times miſchievouſly and wickedly bent ; 
beating ſuch as were going home late from Sup- 
Per, 
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per, and wounding ſuch as made Reſiſtance» 
and doufing them in the Houſes of Office. 
Some little Shops he would alſo break open, 
and then rifle, having ſet up a kind of a Fair 
in a back Yard of his Houſe, where the Spoils 
they had plunder'd were divided and put to fale. 
Sometimes in theſe Brawles and Quarrels he 
ran the hazard of his Life, or _—_ his Eyes 
beaten out of his Head ; being once bruis'd and 
batter'd almoſt to death by a young Gentleman 
of Senatorian Quality,whoſe Wite he would have 
taken from him in the Street. For which rea- 
{on he would never, after that, venture himſelf 
abroad at that time of the Night without 
ſome of his Tribunes about him, or elſe fol- 
lowing him privately at a diſtance. - Some- 
times alſo in the day time, being carry'd pri- 
vately in a Sedan to the Theater, he would ſlip 
into an upper Gallery that look'd into the 'Ty- 
ring Room, where he was both Spectator and 
Encourager of the Quarrels of the Pantomimes. 
And when they were together by the Ears a 
boxing one another, he would pelt them with 
Stones and Chips of Wood, not 1paring his Be- 
nevolences among the People, inſomuch that 
once he broke the Pretor*s Head. 

27. But at length his Vices gathering 
ſtrength, he left off his Waggiſh "Tricks and 
his Frolicks Incognito, and no longer icrupling 
detection, laſh'd ont into Enormities of a higher 
Nature. He held on his Riotous Feaſts from 


Noon till Midnight; for his Refreſhment, 


ſwimming, in the Winter, in Ponds of hot Wa- 
ter, in the Summer, cooling himſelf in Baths of 
melted Snow. Sometimes, and that frequently 


too, he ſupp'd in Publick, either in the Place 
appointed 
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appointed for the Repreſentation of Sea-En- 
gagements, Or in the Field of Mars, or in the 
oreater Circus, attended by the moſt Infamous 
Strumpets, and Profligate Cheats and Scoun- 
drels of the whole City. As often as he was 
row'd down the Tiber to Oftia, or fail'd by the 
Bay of Baie, ſeveral Booths of Entertainmenc 
were ſet up all along upon the Banks and 
Sea-ſides, which were no other than notorious 
Houſes of Profticution, ſtufte with Women 
imitating the Allurements of Harlots, and in- 
viting him to come a Shore. At other times 
he invited himſelf to his moſt peculiar Favou- 
rites, among whom there was. one that preſen- 
ted him with a ſweet Bag that coſt him a Hun- 
der'd thouſand Crowns ; and another that ex- 
pended ſomewhat a larger Sum in perfunr'd Ro- 
ſes and Tweet Waters. 

28. Beſides a great number of Pages, which 
were the Sons of Freemen, which he made uſe 
of in his unlawful Pleaſures, and his Contami- 
nations of marry'd Women, he alſo deflonur'd 
Rubria, one of the Veſtal Virgins; and very 
fain would have marry'd 4&e, that was no 
more than a Slave ; though he ſuborn'd ſeve- 
ral Perſons of no leſs than Conſular Degree to 
perjure themſelves, and ſwear that ſhe was of 
Royal Extraction. Sporrs, a young Boy, after 
he had caus'd him to be gelt, he endeavour'd 
to have altogether transform'd into a Woman ; 
and after he had marry'd him vaild like a 
Bride, and a Dowry ſettl'd upon him, with all 
the Ceremonies of a ſumptuous Wedding, he 
. kept him at home as his Wife. Upon which 
occaſion there is extant a pleaſant Jeaſt that was 
made by ſome of the Wits of thoſe _ 

at 
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That it had been well for all the World if Domi- 
tius his Father had had ſuch a Wife. "This Sporms 
he caus'd to be dreſs'd up in pompous and 
coſtly Habit, as if he had been the Empreſs 
her ſelf, under the Title of Augaſta, and car- 
rying him about to all the Publick Afſembles 
and Trading Towns of Greece, and foon at- 
ter at Rome, {ſhewing him in the S:gillarian 
Street, would frequently kiis him as they fate 
together in the ſame Litter. It was alto repor- 
ted that he had an eager deſire to have lain with 
his own Mother, and that he had certainly 
done it, but that he was diverted from his 
Iuftful deſign by ſome that were none of her 
Friends; who fear'd the ill Conſquences of ſuch 
a Favour beſtow*d upon a Woman, whoſe Pride 
and Ambitious Fury were violent enough alrea- 
dy. However he ſent for a Harlot, who wasre- 
ported to be very like Agrippina, and entertain'd 
her among the reſt of his Concubines. More- 
over it was ſaid, that formerly, as often as he 
rode in the ſame Litter cogether with his Mo- 
ther, they had their Inceſtnous dalliances toge- 
ther, which was difcover'd by the Pollutions 
that beſmear*d his Cloaths. 

29. His own Chaſtity he proſtituted in ſuch 
a manner, that there was hardly a Member of 
his Body undefiPd ; inſomuch that at length he 
invented a new ſortof Leachery, which was to 
cover himſelf all over with the Skin of ſome 
Wild Beaſt, and ſo to be let out of a Cage, 
that he might fly upon the Secrets of Men and 
Women that were ty*d. to a Stake ; and after 
he had that way ufficiently gratity'd his In- 
iane and Monſtrous Appetite, proſtrating 


his own Body to his Enfranchis'd Bond-man 
Doryphorus, 


ae” 


Nzxo Czxsa x; 
Doryphorus, who had marry'd him, as he him- 
ſelf had wedded Sporzs ; and in that paſlive Po- 
ſture counterfeiting the ſoft cryes and complaints 
of a new bedded Virgin. I have heard from 
ſome Perſons, that he was abſolutely of an Q- 
pinion, that there was no Man living who was 
not altogether as- wicked and impure of his Bo- 
dy as himſelf; only that they difſembPFd their 
Vices, and were ſo cunning as to be private in 
their Debaucheries. And if any would but 
confeſs their obſccenities to him, he pardon'd 
all the reſt of their Crimes. | 

30. He had a firm belief, that there was no 
true Enjoyment of Wealth or Riches, but what 
conſiſted in Waſt and Profuſion; and there- 
fore look*d upon all thoſe as ſordid and miſe- 
rable, who took any accompt of their Expen- 
ces; elteeming thoſs to be only Magniti- 
cent and brave Fellows, that ſquander'd away 


and laviſhly conſfun'd what they had. Nor 


a 


did he extol and admire his Uncle Caizs for a- 
ny thing ſo much, as for ſpending in ſo ſhort a 
time, the vaſt Treaſures that Tiberizs had left 
him. And therefore it was, that he never ob- 
ſerv'd any Meaſure in the Prodigality of his 
Gifts and Expences. So certain it is, though it 
may ſeem incredible, that upon Tiridates, he 
ſpent no lefs than Twenty thouſand Crowns a 
day ; and at his departure oblig'd him with a 
Preſent of above Five and twenty hander'd 
thouſand Crowns more. Menecrates the Har- 


.iper, and Spicillus the DMrrmillonian Fencer he 
_*Enrich'd with the Patrimonies and Houſes of 


Noble Perſons, that had been Honour'd with 
Triumphal Dignity. Having beſtow*d the E- 
itate of Pazeros the Ulurer, with ſeveral other 

Cc Revenues 
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Revenues in the City, and Mannors in the 

L Country upon an Erhzopick Monkey calFd a 
5 RR * Cercopithecus, when it was dead he made a 
Thks o be Royal Funeral for it. At Dice it was his uſual 
ane of the Cuſtom to venture no leſs then Ten thouſand 
moſt lovely Crowns upon every. Caſt, or Spot of the Dye. 
| ooh When he went a Fiſhing, his Net was of Gold 
Ml, Wire, and the Cords of twiſted Purple Silk and 
Scarlet in Grain. He never travelPd with leſs 

than a thouſand Waggons in his Train, his 

Mules ſhod with Silver, and his, Mule Drivers 

in Liveries of Cazuſian Cloth, with a numerous 
Throng of Blackamore Footmen, gayly 

trickt and trimm'd with Bracelets and Silver 
Collars. | 

21. But there was nothing wherein. he was 

more prejudicial and deſtructive to other Men 

then in his Buildings ; for he enlarg'd his Houſe 

from the Palace as far as the Eſ/quiline Mount ; 

which at firſt he call'd his Thorough-Fare ; but 

being burnt down and rebuilt he nanr'd his Gol- 

den Houſe. Of which to demonſtrate the large- 

neſs and beauty, it will be ſufficient to ſay 

thus much, that the very entrance was of that 

ately heighth, as to cover a Coloſſus, repre- 

ſenting Nero's Countenance, no leſs than a 
Hunder'd and twenty Foot. high ; ſo ſpacious 
withal,that it contain'd Portico's ſupported with 

three Rows of Pillars a full Mile in length ; 
cogether with a Lake, like a Sea, ſarrounded 

with Buildings like ſo many Cities. Beſides 

all this, ic had within it Fields, Vinyards and 

Woods, with variety of Beaſts both Wild and 

Tame. Within ſide, it was richly overlaid with 

Gold, and every where Adorn'd with the da- 

zling Glitter of Precious Stones and y_ - 

Call 
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Pearl. In the vaulted Roofs of his Banquetting 
Rooms were ſeveral little Tables of Ivory, 1o 
contriv'd as to turn round and ſcatter Flowers, 
and hollow Pipes to ſhowre down {weet ſcen- 
ted Oyls upon the Gueſts. But the principal of 


his Dining-Rooms was round, and in perpetu- 
al Motion day and night like the Celeſtial 
Sphear. His Baths continually flowing either 
with Sea Water, or elſe fed from the Sulfury 
Springs of 7:veli, Nevertheleſs, after he had 
finiſh'd this Houſe and came to dedicate it, he 
ſpoke no farther in its Commendation, than on- 
ly this, That now he ſhould begin to live ſomething 
like a Man: He alſo began a Canal from M- 
fenum to the Lake Avernm, and intended to have 
cover'd it all the way with an Arch,and to have 
brought into it all the hot Waters of Baiz. He 
alſo deſign'd another Canal from the Lake A4- 
terns to the Mouth of the River Tiber , a 
Hunder'd and ſixty Miles in length, Navigable 
for Ships of Burthen, and 1ſ1o broad, that if 
two Gallies of five Rowes of Oars met, they 
might ſheer by without any prejudice one to 
the other. And to enable him to bring theſe 
prodigious Undertakings to perfeAtion, he 
commanded all Priſoners from all parts of the 
Empire to be tranſported into [raly, and that 
for the Puniſhment of all Criminals for the 
future, they ſhould be only Condemn'd to his 
Works. Into which extravagant Rage and Fu- 
ry'of Expence, beſides che Confidence he had 
in the Wealch of the Empire, he was deluded 
by a Roman Knight, who nad buzz'd him in 
the Ears, thac the vaſt Wealth witch Queen 
Dido had carry*d along with her in her rmighc 
from Tyre, lay hid in ſeveral ſpacious Caves in 
Cc 2 ths 


ob; 


The LIFE of 


the hithermoſt parts of Africa, and might be 


3 


Gig d up again with {mall Charges and little 
Labour. 


32. But thoſe hopes failing him, and now 
reduc'd to that Exigency and Want, . that he 
had not wherewithal to pay his Soldiers, nor 
to oblige his Veterans with their wonted Gra- 
tifications, he betook himſelf to all manner of 
Rapine and Extortion. In the firſt place he or- 


'dain'd that if any enfranchisd Bondman had 


in his Lite time, without juſt and lawful Reaſon, 
allum'd the Name of any Family to which he 
was any way ally'd, after their deceaſe, inſtead 
of a Moity, Nine parts of their Eſtates ſhould 
be levy'd and brought into the Treaſury. 
Then that the Wills of all People who had 
been ſo ingrateful to their Prince as to leave 
him nothing ſhould be void, and their Eſtates 
Confifcated, and the Lawyers who had either 
ditated or written the ſaid Wills ſhould be Ii- 
able to be 1a*'d. And that all Words and Adti- 
ons ſhould come within the Statute of Treaſon, 
provided there were but an Informer to juſtifie 
the Charge. He allo redemanded the Crowns 
and Rewards which the Cities had . offer d him 
as Victor in his Muſical Conteſts, and Chariot- 
Races, and which he had in his Generoſity re- 
fus'd. And whereas he had forbid the uſe of 
the Violet and Purple Colours, he would fend 
Perſons up and down to the ſeveral Fairs 
co fell ſome few Ounces, and then pretending the 
breach of his Laws, wouid 121ze upon all the 
Mercihants Goods. Another time as he was 
iinging upon the Stage, having ſpy'd a Lady 
drelt in torbidden Purple, he ſhew'd her to his 
Oficers, who hald her from her Scat, and not 
only 
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only ſtripp'd her of her prohibited Garment, 
but deſpoild her of her Eſtate. He never be- 
ftow'd an Employment upon any Man, but he 
gave him this Admonition, Thou knoweſt what 
we want. Or elſe, We are to make it our buſineſs 
that no Man ſhall dare to call any. thing his own. 
In the laſt place he pillag'd the very Temples 
themſelves of the Donatives and Oblations of 
Religious People ; and melted down the Sta- 
tues of the Gods that were either of Gold or 
Silver; among which he ſpar'd not the little 
Images of the Tutelar Houie-hold Gods, which 
Galba afterwards reſtor'd. 

33. His firſt Parricides and Murders, he be- 
gan upon Claudizs ; of whoſe death although 
he were not the principal Contriver, yet he 
was accetlary to it. Nor did he diſlemble it, 
as herthat afterwards in a Greeek Proverb was 
wont to extol Muſhromes, in which Claudizs had 
taken the Poyſon. that did his Work, as Meat 
only for the Gods, And certain it 1s, that he 
took all occaſions to beſpatter his Memory with 
all the Calumnies and Reproaches that his Wit 
could invent, ſometimes upbraiding his Folly, 
and at other times bitterly inveighing againſt 
his Cruelty. Among other things ſpeaking of 
his death, inſtead of ſaying, he ceas'd ro live a- 
mong Men, punning upon the word Meorari, and 
inſiſting a long time upon the firit Syllable 
* Mo, he did as good as intimate, That he ceas'd 
to play the Fool among Men. And cancell'd ma- 
ny of his Decrees and Conſtitutions, as the 
Acts of a Dotard and a Madman. Nor did he 
take any care to have his Monument fenc'd in, 
but with a low and pitiful Partition. As for 
Britannicus, whom he emulated for his Voice, 
Cc 3 which 
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which was much more ſweet and pleaſing than 
his own, and of whom he was no leſs afraid, 
left the Memory of his Father ſhould gain him 
the Flearts of the People, he attempted to 
make him away by Poyſon. To which pur- 
poſe, he had a Potion prepar'd by one Locuſta, 
a diſcoverer of ſeveral Conſpiracies of that 
Nature ; which becauſe it did not work accor- 
ding to his expectation, the Coniequence of it 
being only a violent Looſeneſs, he ſent for the 
Woman, beat her with his own hands, and re- 
proach'd her that ſhe had given the young 
Prince an Antidote inftead of a Poyſon. For 
which, when ſhe pleaded by way of excuſe, 
that ſhe forbore to make it over ſtrong, to pre- 
vent the noiſe and cenfures of the Warld, had 
his death been too ſudden, How ! ſaid he, 

what doſt think me then to be afraid of 


* Made by Cxſar when 
Di#ator, or rather the 
Cornelian Law, by him 
revivd, by which it 
was death to buy, ſell, 
or give Pozſon for the 
making away of any 
Afalts | 


the * Julian Law? And thereupon 
commanded her to boil another 
Doſe in his own Chamber, ſtron 
enough for quick and preſent dit- 
patch ; which fo ſoon as it was rea- 
dy, he cauſs'd to be wy'd upon a 
young Kid; and becauſe the poor 
Creature lay lingring above Five 


Hours before it dy*d, he caus'd it tobe boyl'd 
over again, and then given to a Pi 3 which 


being preſently diſpatch'd, he caus 


bl 


it to be 


brought into. the Dining-Room, and given to 
Britannicus as he fate with him at Supper. Who 
had no ſooner ſwallow'd it but he fell down 
dead. But Nero had a Lye ready fram'd in his 
Mouth to palliate the matter, pretending to 
. the Gueſt3 that it was a Fit of the Falling-ſick- 
neſs, to which Diſtemper Britannicus was Cx- 
5} | _ treamly 
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treamly ſubje&t ; and the next day hurry'd him 
to his Funeral in a very great ſhowr of Rain, 
without any regard to his Birth or Figure in the 
Empire. And as far Locuſta, as a Recompence 
for having done her work ſo effectually, he not 
only enrich'd her with ample Revenues, but 
allow*d her to ſet up a School, and to inſtruct 
others in her Art. 

24. His Mother, becauſe ſhs pry'd too nar- 
rowly into his Words and Actions, and ſome- 
times ſharply rebuk'd him for his Miſcarriages, 
at firſt he only ſeem'd to be diſpleas'd with, 
pretending he would reſign the Empire and re- 
tire to Rhodes, on purpoſe to render her Odi- 
ous to the People ; but ſoon after he depriv'd 
her of all her Honours and ſway in the Go- 
vernment ; and withdrawing from her her Pr.e- 
forian and German Guards, expell'd her both his 
Palace and Society. Nor did he omit any 
means that he could think of to diſturb her 
quiet, and to put her to trouble and vexartion ; 
daily ſuborning People, while ſhe ſtay'd at 
Rome, to perplex her with Actions and Suits ; 
and others to harraſs her with all the foul and 
contumelious Language that Malice could in- 
vent in her private Retirements, as they paſs'd 
that way, either by Land or Sea. Till at length 
terrify'd by the Threats and violent Expoſtaula- 
tions of a Woman of an invincible Spirit, he re- 
folv'd upon her Deſtruction. To which pur- 
poſe, after he had three times attempted to 
poyſon her, perceiving that ſhe was well forti- 
fy'd with Antidotes, he contrived a way to 
looſen the Rafters of her Bed-Chamber, by that 
means to bury her as ſhe lay a ſleep under the 


Ruins of the Cieling. Burt that deſign _ 
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diſcover'd by ſome of the Confederates, he de- 
vis'd to have a Ship built, but ſo ſlightly put 
together, that when ſhe was in it, ſhe might ei- 
ther drop into the Sea through the Planks that 
were of a ſudden to ſlip out of their Places, or 
elſe be bruis'd to death hs the fall of the Cabin. 
To bring the deſign about, he pretended to be 
reconcild to his Mother, and writ to her the 
moſt obliging Letters imaginable, full of filial 
duty and reſpe&, wherein he moſt earneſtly in- 
vited her to Baiz, to grace with both their Pre- 
{ences the ſolemn Feſtivals of Minerva. So ſoon 
as ſhe was arriv*'d, he gave private Orders to the 
Captains of the Gallies to overſet the Pinnace 
which had brought her, as if they had fallen foul 
upon the Veſſel by chance; and to give them the 
more leiſure to accompliſh their deſign, he pro- 
tracted his Banquet for ſome Hours. At length 
when ſhe was ready to return to Bau/;, upon 
the: news that her own Pinnace was founder'd 
and quite diflabPd for the Sea, he offer'd her the 


| Workmanſhip of his 'Treachery that hung by 


Geometry, attending her to the Sea ſide with 
all the Careſſes of obſequious Fraud, and at 
her departure kifling her Breaſts: but when ſhe 
was gone off, no leſs follicitous of the Event, 
and in a trembling Agony, awaiting the ſucceſs 
of his Invention. But when he heard that all 
things had deceiv*d his expeQation, and that 
his Mother had eſcap'd by ſwimming, then at 
his Wits end, and not knowing what courſe to 
take, he caus'd his enfranchiz'd Band-man L. 
Agernins, who with great joy had brought him 
the Tydings that ſhe was alive and ſafe, under 
pretence of the diſcovery of a Dagger, which 
he had laid under his Cuſhion on purpoſe, to 
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be apprehended and clapt in Irons, as one that 
his Mother had ſuborn'd to murder him ; and 
at the ſame inſtant commanded his Mother to 
be kill'd : yet ſo privately and with that © ti- 
on, that he might have an opportunity to give 
it out that ſhe had kilPd her ſelf upon the de- 
tetion of her Conſpiracy. To thele Inhuman 
Cruelties, there are ſome Authors of no mean 
Repute, that joyn Imp'eties yet more Enor- 
mous : as that he ran with eager Curioſity to 
view the naked Body of his Mother as ſhe lay 
weltring in her Blood ; and that he handled all 
her Limbs, of which he commended ſome for 
their beauty and ſhape, and diſprais'd others; 
and that happening to be adry in the midſt of 
his unnatural ſurvey, he had the confidence to 
quench his Thirſt over his murder'd Parent. 
But notwithſtanding all theſe proud Inſultings 
of malicious Mirth, not all the Congratulati- 
ons of the Soldiers, the Senate, and the People, 
could releaſe him from the Horrours of a Guil- 
| ty Conſcience, which from that time forward 
never would permit him to reſt either awake 
or ſleeping. Full often he conteſs'd himſelf 
haunted by his Mothers Ghoſt, and chat the 
Faries ſometimes laſh'd him with their Whips, 
and ſometimes ſear'd his Skin with their burn- 
ing Torches. Thus tormented, he at length 
apply'd himſelf to the Magicians, whom he or- 
der'd to trye the force of their moſt folemn Sa- 
crifices, and Conjure up the Oftended Manes, 
that he might endeavour to attone their juſt 
diſpleaſure. Another time in a Progrels that he 
made through ſeveral Cities of Greece, he durſt 
not approach the Eleu/inian Ceremonies, hearing 


the Cryer make Proclamation for all —_— 
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and guilty Perſons to depart. Nevertheleſs he 
could nor refrain from adding the murder of 
his Aunt to che Parricide of his Mother. This 
Lady lying ill of a Diſtemper that would not 
permit her the benefit of Nature, he came one 
day to viſit ; at what time among other Careſ- 
ſes and marks of her tender AffeRion, as ſhe 
was {troaking his downy Beard, the aged Prin- 
ceſs happening to ule this kind Expreflion, Had 
it been my bot to bave taken up this Hair, when 
firſt cut off, I ſhould then have been contented to 
have dyd , Nero turning about to thoſe that 
ſtood next him, That ſhall be preſently done, ſaid 
he, ina flowting and deriding manner; and 
withal commanded the Phyſicians to purge her 
ſtoutly. Nor was the Breath hardly out of her 
Body before he ſent to ſeize upon her Eſtate ; 
and as for her Will he totally ſuppreſt it, that he 
might have all to himſel 
35. Beſides OFavia, he had two other Wives, 
Poppea Sabina, whoſe Father had been Quzftor, 
and marry'd before to a Roman Knight. Next 
to her he eſpous'd Sratilia Meſſalina, Grand- 
daughter in the third Degreeto Taurw,who had 
been twice Conſul, and triumph'd once. And 
that he might enjoy the Sweets of her Embra- 
ces, he put-to death her Husband Atticus Veſtt- 
7 in the very time of his Conſulſhip. Being 
ſoon weary'd with Ofavia's Company, and for 
that reaſon ſmartly reprehended by his Friends, 
re reply'd, That it behow'd her to be ſatisfy'd with 
the Ornaments and Fewels of an Emperors Wife, 
which he had allow'd her to carry away along with 
ber. Afterwards having ſeyeral times in'vain at- 
tempted to ſtrangle her, he divorc'd her under 
pretence of Barrenneſs; but perceiving the Peo- 
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ple took her part, and cry'd down the Divorce, 
not ſparing to reproach and upbraid him with his 
Ingratitude, he baniſh'd her out of the way ; 
= laſtly put her to death upon a pretended 
Charge of ſeveral Adulteries by her committed, 
ſo notoriouſly and impudently falſe, that when 
he could get nothing our of the Witneſſes that 
were rack'd to Confeflion, he ſuborn'd Anice- 
:#s, one of his Pedagogues to come in and ſwear 
that he had vitiated her by a Wile. He mar- 
rd Poppee within twelve days after he had di- 
yorc'd Oftavia, and lov'd her with an entire 
Aﬀetion. Nevertheleſs, as well as he lov'd 
her, he kill'd her with a kick upon the Guts, 
though ſhe were big with Child, and lickly 
withal, for no other reaſon but only chiding 
him for ſtaying a litcle too late at his Chariot- 
Driving Exerciſes. Notwithſtanding by her he 
had his beloved Claudia Auguſta, who dy'd an 


| Infant. In a word, there was not any of his 


Kindred or Relations whom his impious Inhu- 
manity did not bring to untimely Ends. Anto- 
za the Daughter of Claudius he put to death, 
becauſe ſhe refus'd to marry him after the 
death of Poppea, upon pretence that ſhe was 
batching new contrivances to embroil the 
Empire. And upon the ſame jealoufies and. 
ſuſpitions he made away with the reſt that were 
any way ally*d or related to him in Blood. Of 
which number was Aulus Plantize, a young Gen- 
tleman ; whoſe Body after he had by force defild 
before he mangld him to death, Now, ſaid he, 
lt my Mother go and kiſs my Succeſſor giving it out 
that he was his Mothers Gallant, and by her 
fpurr*d on to lay claim to the Empire. His Son- 
In-Law Rufinus Criſps, the Son of Poppaa by 

vr 
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her firſt Husband, not yet fourteen years of 
age, he ſent packing cut of the World, becauſe 
he was reported to Perſonate Generals and 
Emperors in his common Sports; and to that 
purpoſe brib'd his own Servants to throw him 
into the Sea, as he was one day buſily intent at 
his Paſtime of Fiſhing. He baniſh'd Tuſcxs his 
Nurſes Son, becauſe that while he was Procura- 
cor of egypt, he preſum'd to waſh himſelf in 
thoſe Baths, which the e Egyptians had built a- 
gainſt his coming. He conftrain'd his Tutor 
Seneca to lay violent hands upon himſelf, though 
he had frequently defir'd leave to retire from 
Court, and had given him his Eſtate ; and 
though he had ſolemnly ſworn, That he as ut- 
terly innocent of any the leaſt cauſe of ſuſpition, and 
ould rather chooſe to dye than prejudice the leaſt 
Hair of his Head. Flaving promis'd Burrms the 
Captain of his Guards a Remedy for a ſwelling 
in his Throat, he ſent him a rank Poyion. 

il his wealthy and aged enfranchis'd Bond- 
men, that had been inſtrumental to procure his 
Adoption and his advancement to che Empire, 


| he haſten'd to their ends by ſtrong Poylſons al- 


ſo, intermix'd ſometimes with their Meat and 
ſometimes with their Drinks. Nor was his Inhu- 
man Fury leſs fatal to Strangers and Foreigners. 

36. About the ſame time a Blazing Star 
appear'd for ſeveral Nights together ; which 
was generally look'd upon as a Portent that 
preſag?d the Downfal of Soveraign Powers. 
Conſternated with this Prodigy, he knew 
not what to think; but Babilzs the Afſtro- 
loger having inform'd him, that it was the 
Cuſtom of Monarchs to expiate thoſe Portents 
by fome remarkable and ſignal Maſlacre, there- 
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by to avert the Judgment from themſelves upon 
the heads of their Peers and Nobility, he de- 
ſign'd the ſlaughter and deſtruction of all that 
were of any Rank or Quality in 2 City ; 1o 
much the rather becauſe he had a Ip 

for his ſo doing, as having diſcover'd two Con- 


ſpiracies againſt him but a little before. OF. 


which the firſt and moſt dangerous was that 
wherein Pi/o was engag'd ; the other, that of 
Vinicizs, contriv'd and deteted at Beneventum. 
The Conſfſpirators pleaded for their Lives in 
Chains conſiſting of treble Links of Iron. Some 
indeed there were who confeſs'd the matter of 
Fact of their own accords; but others more 
boldly told him to his Face, that they knew no 
better way to ſerve him, than by putting an 
end to his flagitious Lite. However they were 
all alike condemn'd ; and their Children all ex- 
pelPd the City, and either made away by Poy- 
ſon or ſtary'd to death. Moſt certain it is that 
a good number oi them were poyſon'd at one 
Meal, together with their Tutors and their Ser- 


rants that kept their Books; and others of the 


poorer ſort forbid co work for Bread. 

37. After that, he gave his Cruelty its full 
ſwinge,murdering all without exception or exa- 
mination as he pleas'd himfelf. Not to inſtance 
many, there was Salvidienus Orfitus, to whom 
it was objected that he had let out three Lodg- 
ings in his Houſe neer the Forum to the Depu- 
ties of certain Free Towns. The main Quar- 
rel againſt Caſſizs Longinus, a Lawyer, and 
blind with age, was only this, that he had 
plac'd among his Anceſtors the Statue of C. 
Caſſizs, one of Ceſars Aſlaſſinates. And for 
Pains Thraſea, there was nothing againit _ 

uct 


ecious Plea - 


395 


The LIF B of 
but his Vinegar Countenance, that made him 
look with a crabbed Face like a School-maſter, 

owever according to his Law, they deſery'd 
death, and thre was no reſiſtance. Nor did he 
allow above an hours ſpace to thoſe that he 
commanded to kill themſelves. And that there 
might be no delay, he ſent his Surgeons, To' care 
thoſe that were loath to diſpatch themſelves; for fo 
he call'd opening the Veins, to the end they 
might bleed to death. He is alſo reported to 
have had a great fancy, hearing of a certain 
/ oracious e-Zgyptian, that would eat raw Fleſh 
or any thing that was ſet before him, to have 
given him living Men to tear and deyour. 

And thus puft up with uncontrouPd ſucceſs, he 
deny'd, That ever as yet any Prince under#food 
what was lawful for him to do. And beſides all 
this, he would frequently let drop many Ex- 
preſlions that were eaſie ro be underſtood, that 
he intended not to ſpare the reſt of the Sena- 
tors ; nay that he would utterly extirpate that 
Order out of the Republick, and give the 
Commands of the Armies and Provinces to the 
Gentlemen of Rowe and his enfranchiz'd Bond- 
men. Certain it is that neither coming nor 
going, he would vouchſate them the Honour 
of a Kiſs, or the return of a uſual Salute. And 
when he began his great undertaking of the 
Tthmms ; at what time with a loud Voice, and 

in a full Afembly of Soldiers and Strangers, 

he prayd That the Deſign might turn to bis own 
and the benefit of the People of Rome, he ſpoke 
not a word of the Senate. | 
38. Neither did he ſpare either the People 
or the Walls of his Native Country. So 

that a certain Perſon in common Dil- 

courſe 
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Nero Caxsark 
courſe repeating the following Verſe in 
Greek. 


*Epz verorr©- gaiz whim mus 
* 


When I am dead and in my Urn, 
Let Earth and Fire together burn, 
And all the World to Cinders turn. 


_ He reply'd, rather *Eus CorrO@-. 


More nobly, while. 1 live, would T deſire 
To ſee the tumbling Univerſe a Fire. 


And indeed he made his words good ; for pres 
tending to be offended with the deformity of 
the ancient Buildings, and the narrow Paſlages 
and Turnings of the Streets, he ſet it on Fire 
ſo publickly, that many Perſons of Conſular 
Dignity, having apprehended ſeveral of the 


| Gentlemen of his Chamber in their Houſes 


with Fire and Wiſps of Tow in their hands, 
durit not meddle with them, but were forc'd 
to let them go again. And becauſe there were 
certain Magazines adjoyning to his Golden 
Houſe, out of an impatient deſire to enlarge his 
Courts, and his Proſpect, he order*d them to be 
batterd down with Warlike Engines, as being 
built of Stone, and therefore nor eafily yielding 
to the Flames. "This Calamity rag'd for ſix days 
and ſeven nights together, while the poor Peo- 
ple were ſorc'd to ſeek for ſhelter among the 
Monuments and Tombs of the dead. And 
then it was that beſides the vaſt ' number of or- 
dinary Houſes, the Palaces of the great Cap* 
tains in former ages, adorr'd with the Spoils 
of Forreign Conqueſts, were all — ro 
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Aſhes, together with the Temples of the Gods, 
which the ancient Kings of Rowe had rais'd, 
and had afterwards in the Punick and Gallick | 
Wars been Conſecrated and Devoted to the | 
Memory of the Roman Victories; and in a word, 
whatever Antiquity had rear'd of Monumen- 
tal and worthy the Veneration of Men, 
While he, beholding the dreadful Conflagrati- 
on from Mecenas's Tower, and rejoycing, as 
he ſaid, at the Beauty of the Flames, 1n his Actors 
Habit ſang the Tragedy of the Deſtrufion of 
Troy, call'd #>wns Il, or the Taking and ſack of 
Ilinm. And that he mighe have all the Spoil 
and Booty of the Ruins to himſelf, he promis'd 
to clear away the Rubbiſh at his own Charges; 
and therefore would not ſuffer any Man to 
make the leaſt ſearch tor what the Flames had 
left him; beſides another gain which he made 
by his loſſes, by the demand of Contributions, 
which were ſo exceſlive, that he exhauſted 
not only the Eſtates of private Perſons, but 
the Wealth of all the Provinces. 

29. Theſe Defolations and Miſeries, which 
were only the Eiteas of their Princes Inhuma- 
nity, were attended by other accidental Calami- 
ties, as a Peſtilence that laſted one whole Au- 
tumn; during which thort ſpace of time, there 
was an accompt, by the Bearers, of Thirty thou- 
{and Funerals carry'd forth to the publick place 
of Burial: and next to that the Britiſh on”: 
at what time two of the chiefeſt Garriſons and 


_ Cities in that Iſland, were taken and ſack'd 


with a dreadful flaughter both of the Romans 
and their Allies : beſides the Diſhonour and Ig- 
nominy in the Eaſt of having the Legions put 


under the Yoak, and all Syria like to have _ 
olt, 
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loſt. Tn the midſt of theſe Misfortunes that 


] F 

, | wereall attributed to the Miſcarriages of his Go- 

; | vernment, there was uothing ſo much to be 

| wonder at as his Patience in bearing all the 

Execrations and Reproaches that were caſt upon 
him ; and that he ſhould be to none ſo mild and 

| gentleas he was to thoſe that teaz'd him with 

Satyrs and Lampoons : Of which there were 

many written ſuch as theſe that follow, both in 

7 Greek and Latin, and publickly thrown about ; 

f 

g Neewv, Ocigus "AAtuaiav un OouTeva 3 

Ne6yuugey Neewy idVay whTee amrTAVE!, 


: Nero, Oreſtes, and Alkmazon too, 

All theſe were Hero's that their Mothers ſlew. 
| The moſt ungratious Nero though, to kiſs 

: And then to kill his Mother-Mb(s. 


Quis negat e/£nez magna de ſtirpe Neronem, 
t Suſtulit hic Matrem, ſuſtulic ille Patrem. 


] Who dares deny the Mighty Nero ſprung 
; From Great Fneas Loyns? The one, when young, 
þ His Father on bas Shoulders (awd ; the other 

By Head and Shoulders carry'd off his Mother. 


- Dum tendit Noſter Citharam, dum Cornua 
; Parthus, 
Notlter erit Peaan, ille Heca! - veletes. 


And the Fierce Parthian draws his Horny Bow, 
Each one to fam'd Pheebean Skill aſpires ; 


z 
[ 
j IVhile mighty Nero ſtrains his Tuneful IVires, 
5 
| Call the las} Pxan then, his Darts we know ; 
L 
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But bim Hecatebeletes, 2vhoſe Tragick ſounds 
To diſtant Regions reach their deadly wounds. 


Roma Domus fiet, Yejos migrate Quirites, 
Si non & Peos occupat illa Domus. 


O!/7 Rome muſt now be made one Houſe of State; 
To Veit, Romans troop, ere "tz5 too late ; 
Leaſt while ye linger, doubtful what to do, 

The Houſe prevent ye, and reach thither too. 


However, he never made any enquiry after the 
Authors,and fome that were diſcover'd by Infor- 
mers to the Senate, he would not ſuffer to be pu- 
niſh'd with any ſeverity. 1/d4orm the Cynick made 
noſcruple,ſceing him one day paſs by in publick, 
to revile him openly, and tell him with a loud 
Voice, That he could ſing the wicked Aftions of 
Nauplius well enough, but made a wery ill uſe of 
bis cn good Qualities. Datus alſo, an Adtor 
of Atteilan Farces, in a certain Song, wherein 
were theie words vziave mz7te, views whree, God 


guy Father, God buy Mother, pointed 1o directly | 


at the Deaths of Claudizs and A4grippina, that 
by his Poſtures of ſometimes drinking, ſome- 
times Iwimming, every body nnghe cafily know 
what he meant ; and in the laſt Clauſe he con- 
cluded with theſe words, 


Orcns vobis ducit Pedes. 


Pluto z preparing to carry ye forth with your Feet 
forwards. 


at the fame time direQing his antick Poſtures 
to the Senators. Nevertheleſs he proceeded no 
farther againſt either the Philoſophers or = 
| kin 
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kind of Jack-Puddings, then only to expel them 


| the City and the Confines of 7aly ; whether it 


were that he deſpis'd all their Infamous Re- 
flections, or whether he were afraid to incenſe 
the Wits of the Times, by ſhewing his Reſent- 
ment. 

40. Atlength all the World having groan'd 
under the Oppreflions of ſuch a Prince tor lit- 
tle leſs than Fourteen years, began to deſerc 
him ; the Gauls firſt breaking the Ice, under the 
Command of Fulias Vindex, who then Go- 


. verryd that Province, under the Title of Pro- 


prator. It ſeems that the Aſtrologers having for- 
merly foretold Nero, that the time would come, 
when all the World ſhould deſert him, he had 


| frequently this Expreffion in his Mouth : 


T3 Tiyviev j mon 181 avanpige 
In every Country Art will fnd 
Admirers that will ſtill be kind. 


: Intimating thereby that he was the more to bg 


pardor'd for applying himſelf 1o ſedulouſly to 
Muſick, which though his Diverſion only while 
he was Emperor, might prove his ſupport when 
reduc'd to neceffity. However there were ſome 
who aſlur'd him the Dominion of the Eaf#, let 
the worſt come to the worſt ; others more par- 
ticularly the Kingdom of TFeruſalem; but the 


| greateſt pare ſtill flatter'd him chat he ſhould be 
abſolutely reſtor'd to his priſtin Majeſty. Which 
he was the apter to believe, tor that Britain and 


Armenia, both in a fair way to be loſt, being again 
reduc'd to their Obedience, he concluded cizere 
was no fatal accident could do him any prejudice. 
But after ke had Conſulted the Oracle of Apollo, 
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by which he was admoniſh*d to beware of the 
Seventy third year, as if the Heavens had de- 
creed tne prolonging of his Life to that age, 
and never dreaming of Galba's years, he be- 
came fo confident of long Life and continu'd 
Felicity, that having loſt a conſiderable quanti- 
ty ct rich Jewels and coſtly Furnicure in a 
Wreck at Sea, he vaunted among his Favourites, 
That the Fiſh would bring them again. At Naples 
he had Intelligence of the Revolt of both the 
Gallizs, the very fame day that he killd his Mo- 
ther. At which he was ſo little troubled, that 
he ſeem'd rather to be glad of it, as having 
now a juſt ozcaſion given to rob and plunder 
thoſe opulent Provinces ; and preſently haſten- 
Ing to the Place of Exerciſe, he beheld the Wre- 
{tlers with all the unconcerndneſs imaginable. 
And being interrupted at Supper upon thearrival 
of Letters augmenting the bad news, his Paſſion 
role no higher than only to threaten the Re- 
volters what he would do to them. Laſtly tor 
eight days together, he took no care in the 
World, but buried all buſineſs in filence, with- 
out io much as anſwering any Letters or gi- 
ving out any Orders what he would have 
Lone. 

41. But at length awaken'd with the fre- 
quent and Contumelious Edicts of Vindex, he 
wrote a Letter to the Senate to vindicate his 
Fionour, and provide for the publick ſafety ; 
exculing his abſence, by reaſon of an Inflama- 
tion in Its Jaws. Bur nothing perplex'd him 
{o much, but that he was reproach'd with the 
Name of Pitiful Harper, and inſtead of Nero 
call d e/Enobarbrs : which made him declare 
that he would reaſſume che Name of his Fami- 


ly, 
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ly, and quit the other of his Adoption, ſince 
they reproach'd him with it as a name which 
he was aſham'd to own. Nor did he {trive to 
refute the falſhood of other Contumelies, by 
any other deiznce of himſelt, then only ſaying, 
they were fools and ignorant Perſons that ob- 
jected to his diſreputation, his perfeRtion in a 


Science, which he had labour'd with ſo much 


pains to acquire. Till at length Meſſengers 
poſting after Meſſengers with ill News, full of 
Terrour and Confternation he return'd to Rowe. 
Neverthelels, his Heart being a little reviv'd 
upon the Road with a frivolus Awuſpice, as ha- 
ving obſerv'd as he rode along engrav'd upon 
a Monument a French Soldier worſted by a Ro- 
Man Knight, and dragg'd by the hair of his 
Head, he leap'd tor Joy, and - Worſhipp'd to- 
wards Heaven. Yer neither then would he 
vouchſafe to Addreſs himſelf to the Senate or 
the People, but ſent for foms few of the moſt 
Izading Men to his own Houſe ; where after 
a ſhort and haſty Conſultation, he carrcy'd 
thein to hear his Hydraulics, a new and un- 
known fort of Muſical Organs that went with 
Water. Anti after he had ſhewn them all che 
Contrivances, and diſcours'd the Reaſon and 
difficulty of the Workmanſhip, promis'd to 
bring them in a ſhort time upon the "Theater, if 
Vindex would give him leave. | 
42. Afterwards, when the News came that 
Galba and both the Spains were likewiſe revol- 
ted, his Heart failing him, he ſank down, and 
tor a long time lay Speechleſs, like one that 
had neither Life nor Soul, So foon as he came 
to himſelf, he fell a tearing his Cloaths, 
thump'd himſelf about the Head, and at length 
Dd 3 cry'd 
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cry*d out, Aitum de fe, The World was at end 
with him. And when his Nurſe endeavour'd 
to comfort him by telling him, That the ſame Ac- 
cidents had many times befallen other Princes ; No, 
20, ſaid he, for my Misfortunes ſuch as nere were 
heard of, never known before, ſurpaſs the Sufferings 
of others, that muſs Irving loſe an Empire. And 
yet for all this he remitted nothing of his won- 
ted Sloath and Luxury. So that upon the re- 
freſhing News that was brought him out of the 
Provinces, in the midft of a Profuſe Supper, he 
would make jocular Verſes upon the Principal 
Heads of the Revolt, and ſing them to com- 
mon laſcivious Tunes, at the ſame time fecond- 
ing his Voice with Geſtures no leſs Mimical 
and Wanton. And cauſing himſelf to: be pri- 
vately conveight'd into the Theater,ſfuch was his 
Emulation to an Actor who gave great Satisfa- 
ion to the Spectators, that he ſent him word, 
He made too bold with his Emperors Recreations. 

43. At the beginning of theſe Infurrections 
he 1s reported to have defign'd moſt horrid and 
deteſtable Projects, yet ſuch as were no way 
repugnant to the Cruelty of his Nature. In the 
firft place, to have ſent Succeſfors to Command 
the Armies, and Executioners to Maſlacre the 
old Captains and Governours of the Provinces, 
as guilty of Combination and Conſpiracy ; 
and to make a general havock of all the Bas 
niſh'd Perſons, and of all the Gau/s that were 
living in the* World ; the one, leaſt they ſhould 
joyn with the Revolters; the others, as Con- 
iederates with their Countrymen, and favou- 
rers of their Rebellion : to have given up all 
Galia to the Plunder of his Army; to have 
poylon'd the whole Senate at {yeral Entertain- 
ments 5 
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ments; and to have laid the City in Aſhes, 
and while the Conflagration laſted, to have 
turn'd wild Beaſts among the People, to pre- 
vent their quenching the Flames. From all which 
he was deterr'd, not fo much by any Touches 
of penitent Compunction, as out of deſpair te 
bring his wicked Contrivances to paſs. So that 
at length being convinc'd of the neceffliry of 
an expedition, he turn'd the Conſuls out of 
their Offices before their time, and enter'd up- 
on the Conſulſhip alone by himſelf ; dreaming, 
as if the Fates had decreed, that Gallia could ne- 
ver be ſubdu'd, but by one Conſul. So ſoon 
as he had receiv'd the Faſces, as .he was go- 
ing out of his Dining-Room, after a Plentitul 
Feaſt, leaning upon the Shoulders of his Favou- 
rites, he declar'd, that as ſoon as he arriv'd in 
the Province, he would preſent himſelf un- 
arnr'd at the head of the Army, and do no- 
thing but weep. And when he had wrought 
the Rebels to ſubmiſſion, the next day rejoycing 
among the Joyful, he would ſing Songs of Vido- 
ry and Triumph, which it was already high 
time for him to begin to compoſe. 

44. Among the reſt of his Preparations for 
his Expedition, his firſt care was to provide 
Waggons to carry his Scenical Machines and Mus 
ſical Inſtruments, and have his Concubines, 
which he defign'd to carry with him, trim'd 
with their Hair cut like Men, and arm'd with 
Battel-axes, and ſmall round Targets after the 
manner of the 4mazoms. Soon after, he ſum- 
mon'd the City Tribes to take their Oarhs of 
Fidelity ; but no Perſon by the Law permit- 
ted to bear Arms appearing, he order'd every 
Mater to find him ſuch a number of Servants ; 
Dd 4 nok 
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not excepting Domeſtick Stewards and Ama- 
»uenſes. He alſo commanded all the Orders to 
contribute a part of their Eſtates, as they were 
rated in the Cenſors Book. Lodgers alſo in pri- 
vate Houſes, and all Inhabitants though never 
ſo mean and poor, he order'd to pay an Annu- 
al Penſion into the Treaſury all in ready Cafh. 
He.was very nice and curious what Money he 
took, and refus'd all but new Coin, fine Silver, 
and try'd Gold : So that moſt People openly 
oppos'd the whole Contribution, petitioning by 
general conſent, that the Informers ſhould ra- 
ther be forc'd torefund whatever Rewards they 
had receiv'd. 

45. Another thing was, that all the hatred 
which the People bare toward thoſe that made 
their Advantage of the publick ſcarſity of Corn 
and Proviſton fell upon Nero. For it unluckily 
fell out by accident, that in a time of publick 
Famin, a report was ſpread about, that there 
was a Ship arriv'd from Alexandria, which had 
brought nothing but Duſt for the Court Wreſt- 
lers : Which incens'd the People to that degree, 
chat there was no ſort of Reproach or Calumny 
which he was not forc'd to undergo. Upon the 
£op of his Statue was plac'd a little Chariot with 
this Inſcription; Here Iyes the Streſs, now pull a- 
2,43). About the Neck of another Statue they 
hung a Hair Bag with this Infcrption, Alas what 
could Ido ? thou would(t deſerve the Parricides Sack 


* Alluding to the word 
Gallus, which fagnifies 
as well a French-man 
as a Cock. 

+ Or a Perſon able to 
take his part. Alluding 
to the name of Vindex, 
who was at that time 
ene of the Revolters. 


for all me. * Upon the moſt publick 
Pillars of the City they wrote with | 
Chalk and Coals, He has wak*d the we- 
ry * Cocks with his ſmmging. Andin the 
night time ſeveral Perfons pretending 
to quarrel with their Servants would 


cry out a | Vindex, a Vindex. 
| 46. But 


J= 


Nero Caisaxr. 407 


46. But theſe were things of ſmall Impor- 
tance to the Portents, Auſpices, and frightful 
Omens, as well old as new that continually a- 
larm'd him, though never wont to dream be- 
fore. After he had murder'd his Mother, he 
had a Viſion in his ſleep, that the Helm of the 
Ship which he was itecring, was wreſfted out of 
his Hands, and chat he himfelt was hauPd by 
his Wife OFavia into a narrow Spot of hide- 
ous darkneſs; and that his Body was cover'd, _ | 
with a vaſt multitude of * winged Emmets ; : _—_ 
at other times that he was ſurrounded by the ;y of mn 
Images of the ſeveral Nations Dedicated to Raible. 
Pompey's Theater, and ſtopp'd from proceeding 
any farther : That the hinder parts of a Spaniſh 
Gennet, in which he took an extraordinary de- 
light, were transform'd into the ſhapzs of a 
Monkey ; and that having no Part or Member 
but his Head unmetamorphos'd, he ſzem'd to 


ſing when he neighed. From the tf Mauſoleum, + Which 
the Doors flying open of their own accord, gm 
HI 


Voice was heard that ſummon'd him diftindly ;,,.-,, 
by his Name. Upon the Kalends of Fanuary, of wars, 
his Houſhold Gods, while preparations were where Ne- 
making for a ſolemn Sacrifice, fell down, and #9 #ad en- 
ſtrew'd the Room with their freſh Ornamental ws 
Garlands. Another time, as he was conſulting Rs, 
the Entrails of the Birds, Sporzz preſented him nr con- 
a Ring, upon which was engrav'd the Rape of /um'd with 
Proſerpina. Upon the day of - making Vows = —_— 
tor the Proſperity of the Prince, at what time ;, 1g 
all the Orders were met in a full Aſſembly, the 
Keys of the Capitol were hardly ro be tound. 

In his Declamation againſt Yindex, when he 

came at the Concluſion, to tell the Senate, 


That the wicked Rebels would pay for their Diſloy- 
alty 
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 alty, andin a ſhore time, Make an Exit ſuitable 
to their Ations, it was obſerv'd that in Applauſe 
of his Speech, they all cry'd out, Thou, Au- 
guſtus, ſhalt make their Exit. It was alfo taken 
notice of, that the laſt Tragedy which he act- 
ed in publickwas Oedipus ExiPd, which conclud- 
ed in theſe words. 


Oayeiy 1 avwye ovytuwes myTiIC, mM. 


This Wife, thus Mother, and thus Father call 
For merited Revenge, and I muſt fall, 


47. In the mean time upon ireſh Intelligence 
that the reſt of the Armies were revolted, he 
tore the Letters that were deliver'd him as he 
fate at Dinner, overthrew the Table ; and 
caſht againit the ground two Chriſtal Glaſles, 
in which he took a great delight, and call'd his 
Homerics, by reaſon of certain Verles out of 
Homer, that were engrav'd upon them; and 
then calling to Locuſiz for a Doſe of Poyſon, 
he pur it into a Gold Box, and retir'd into the 
Servilian Gardens. From. thence after he had 
diſpatch'd certain of his moſt truſty en- 
franchisd Bond-men to O/tia, to get ready a 
Fleet, he ſounded the Pretorian Tribunes and 
Centurions, to know. whether they would ac- 
company him in his flight ; bur ſome deſiring 
time to conſider, and others flatly denying, and 
among the reſt one ſingle Perſon upbraiding 
him with this Expreſſion, 


Ulſque adeone mori miſerum eſt ? 


1s it ſuch a terrible thing to dye ? 
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He turmoiPd his Mind with various and uncer- 
cain thoughts, whether he ſhould throw himſelf 
at the Feet of Galba, or implore Succour from 
the* Parthians ; or whether it would not be his 
better way to put himſelf into Mourning, and 
publickly before the Roſtra with all the ſubmiſ- 
ſion of a dejeted Penitent, beg pardon of the 
People for his pait Miſcarriages ; and- if he 
found them inexorable, to beſeech them: at leaſt 
to grant him the Governmenc of ezypr. To 
which purpoſe he had a Speech ready writ, 
which was afterward found in his Scrurore. But 
| ſome think he was deterr'd from that delign, 
| fearing he ſhould be torn Limb-meal before he 
| got to the Forum. Thereupon waving thoſe 
| thoughts till the next day, he wak'd about 
| Midnight, and perceiving that his Guards were 
F drawn off, he leapt out of his Bed, and ſent up 
| and down for his Friends. But receiving no 
| Anſwer from any of them, with ſome few At- 
| tendants he went himſelt to their Houſes, to 
| call them up. But finding the Doors all ſhur, 


{ and no body riſing to let him in, he retur'd 


| to his Chamber; from whence by that time 
| thoſe few of his Guards that remain'd behind 
| were not only fled, but had carry'd away the 
| very Bed-cloaths along with them, together 
' with the Box of Poyſon ; which put him into 
| that deſpair, that he ſent for Spicillas, the 1ir- 
millonian Gladiator, or any other Executioner to 
| diſpatch him. But when there was none to 
| be found, har, ſaid he, have I neither Friends 
nor Enemies ? and with that away he ran, 
= he would have thrown himſelf into 
Wer, 


49. But 
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410 


The LIFE of 


43. But the violence of that Motion foon 
ceaſing, he made a ſtop, and began to conſider 
where he might find ſome more private larking 
hole, where he might recollect his thoughts, and 
debate wich himſelf whar he had to do. Up- 
on whici, his enfranchis'd Bond-man Phaor of- 
tering him a Country Houſe of his, between 
the Salarian and Nomentan Roads about four 
Miles from che City, barefoot as he was, and 
only in his Waſtcoat, he threw an old ruſty 
Cloak over his Shoulders, and with his Head 
cover'd, and a thin Handkercher before his 
Face, he got a Horſe-back, with no more than 
four Perſons in his Company, among whom 
Sporns was one. But being territy'd with a vi 
olent trembling of the Earth, and the Light- 
ning that flaſh'd in his Face, as an addition to 
his Affliction, he heard a great noiſe in the 
Pratoriay Camp among the Soldiers, curſing 
him and wiſhing all Proſperity to G#1bs. 
He alſo met ſeveral Travellers upon the Road, 
among which there was one that ſaid to his 
Companions, Theſe Men are in purſuit of Nero. 
Another ask'd, What News concerning Nero 1n 
the City ? But his Horſe ſtarting at the. ſight of 
a dead Carcaſs that lay ſtinking in che High-: 
way, and ſhaking oft his Handkercher trom 
his Face, he was known by an old Yeterane Sol- 
dier, and ſaluted by his Name. Therefore as 
f50n as they came to the next Turning,quitting 
their Horſes, and betaking themſelves to the 
Brambles and Buſhes, and 1ſo through a blind 
Path in a Reed-ground, with great difficulty 
and many ſtops by the way, being forc'd to 
fpread their Cloaths upon the ground for the 
eſe of his Feet, he gotto a Wall over againſt 
the 
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the Houſe. Where Phaoz defiring him to conceal 
himſelf a while in a Gravel Pit, till he could find 
a private conveyance for him into the Houſe, he 
made anſwer, He would never be buried alive. 
And therefore contented with what ſhelter he 
had, he ſtayd a while till 7haon return'd. And 
then it was, that being adry, he took up Wa- 
ter out of the next ditch, in the hollow of his 
hand, and having ſupp*d it up, Thzs, 


laid he, zx Nero's * Build Vater. Afﬀ- 
ter that, he pickt off the Brakes and 


Brambles that had torn his Cloak. 


and ftuck in the Cloth. And 1o 
creeping upon all four, throngh” a 
narrow hole that was made in the 
Wall,he was receivd into the Houle, 


* For 1t was Nero's 
Invention, to boy bis 
Water, and then to pat 
it in a Glaſs, cover d 5- 
ver with Snow t9 cool tt. 
By which means, he 
had the pleaſure of the 
coolneſs without the 


and in the next Chamber the came {hs grow. 
at, threw himſclt upon an ordinary 
Flock-Bed, cover'd with an old Cloak. At 
what time finding himſelf both a hungry and 
dry, they brought him a ſort of ſtale brown 
Bread, which he refus'd, only drank a ſmall 
draught of Iuke- warm Water. 

49. Then every one importuning lim to 
ſave himſelf from thoſe Aﬀronts and Contume- 
lies which every Moment threaten'd him, he 
order'd a Grave to be made in his Preſence ex- 
aatly according to the dimenſions of his Body, 
and that what pieces of Marble could be found 
ſhould be laid together, and that Water and 
Wood ſhould be got ready for the waſhing and 
burning of his Body ; weeping every time he 
caſt his Eye upon thoſe Funeral Preparations, 
and often crying our, 


Oualis 


—— 


prejudicial rawneſs of 


The LIF E of 
Qualis Artifex Pereo ? 


What an Artiſt will the World loſe # | 


In the midſt of theſe delays, Phaons Meſlenger 
having brought him certain Letters, he ſnatch'd 
them out of his hand, and reading therein, 
That the Senate had declar'd him an Enemy to the 
Publick, and that he was to be ſought after that be 
might be puniſn'd, More Majorum, after the 
manner of ancient times, he ask'd what ſort of 
Puniſhment that was? and being anſwer, 
that the Perſon was to be ſtripp'd naked, that 
his Neck was to be falter'd in a Forked Stick, 
and in that poſture to be whipp'd to death, he 
was ſo terrify'd that he ſnatch'd up two Dag- 
gers which he brought along with him ; but 
after he had felt the Edges of both, he ſheath'd 
them again, pretending, Hz fatal Hour was not 
zet come. Then dallying with his end, ſome- 
times he defird Sporxs to begin his Moans and 
Lamentations; by and by he would deſire 
{ome one of ths Company to ſhew him the 
way to dye by his Example. And by and by 
he would chaſtize his own Puſillanimity with 
theſe Expreflions. | 


he, 


Vivo deformiter, ac Turpiter. 
1 live, *tis true, but baſely and wretchedly miſerable, 


"Ov apimul Neewvr, & apimu 5 vigew os oy Tots TUTUs 3 
Es Z3Cres oxuTVe 

It does not become thee, Nero, it does not become 
thee : Occaſions like theſe, require quick and ſober 
thoughts, Up then, Courage, and rouſe thy ſelf. 


And now the Horſe-men were at hand wich 
poſitiv9 
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poſitive Command to bring him back to Roe, 
alive if poſſible. Which ſo ſoon as he perceiv'd, : 


with a trembling Voice uttering the following 
Greek Verſe, 


 Lrmov i enumeduv E198 xT/mS Ears Bales 
T hear the ſwift-heed Courſers beat the Ground, 
That with their deadly noiſe my Ears confound. 


He clapt the Dagger to his Throat, Epaphroditas, 
che Maſter of his Requeſts afliſting his fainting 
hand to thruft it home. Nor was he above half 
dead, when a Centurion brake in, and clapt 
his Coat to the wound, pretending as if he 
came to his Relief; to whom he ſaid no more 
then only, *7z roo late, and, Is this your Allegi- 
ance? and fo faying he expir'd ; his Eyes being 
ſuddenly fix'd, and ftaring in his Head even to 
the Terror and Afﬀright of thoſe that beheld 
him. The firit thing, and that which he moſt 
earneftly defir*d of his Friends was, to preſeve 
his Head upon his Body, to the end he mighe 
be burnt entire. Which was freely granted by 
Icelizs, one of Galba's entranchiz'd Bondmen, 
lately releasd out of Priton, whether he had 
been committed upon the firft news of his Ma- 
ſters Revolt. 

50. He was burnt at the expence of Five 
thouſand Crowns, his body being wrapt up in 
white Silk Coverlets interwoven with Gold, 
the ſame that he had made uſe of in the Ca- 
lends of Fanuary before. His Aſhes were ga- 
ther'd up by his Nurſes, Ecloge and Alexandria, 
and his Concubine 4Fe, and depoſited in the 
Monument of the Domztii, from whence he 


was deſcended; which is ſtill to be ſeen _ 
the 
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the Field of Mars, built upon the Hill that o- 
verlooks the Little Gardens ; In which Monu- 
ment there is a Trough of Porphyrie, at the 


* Or a kind Foot of an Altar of * Luna Marble, and all 


of Genoa 
Marble. 
T SpechUd 
Marble, 


ſ| Or a fort of - Effemi- 
nate careleſs, looſe Gar- 
ment, ſuch as they us'd 


to wear 


lay down to Supper or 
which was 
calld Syntheſis, no 
way becoming the Ma- 
Jeſty of an Emperor 
when he apppeard a- 


Dinner , 


broad. 


encompals'd with + Thaſian Stone. 

51. His Stature was almoſt of an exact 
hight. The Skin of his Body freckPd and ſpot- 
ted even to deformity 3 his Hair inclining to 
red; his Countenance rather fair than hand- 
ſom ; his Eyes grey and dull of fight; fac 
Neck'd ; his Belly ſwagging and prominent ; his 
Legs very {mall ; but of very a healthy Conlti- 
tution. For though he were immoderately In- 
temperate and Luxurious, he never was .All 
but three times in Fourteen years ; and that fo 
ſlightly that he neither abſtain'd irom Wine, 
nor his accuſtom*d Debvauſhery. In 
his Garb and Habit ſhameleſly for- 
did- Infomuch thac when he went 
his Progreſs into Achaia, he ſuffer'd 
his Hair to grow longer behind than 
before, curl'd into Rings one above 
another; and for the moſt part he 
he appear'd in publick in a {| Morn- 
ing Gown, without either Girdle or 
Shoes. 

52. He had a {mackering of all the Liberal 
Sciences when he was a Boy. But his Mother 
put him out of conceit with Philoſophy, telling 
him, it was below a Perſon that deſign'd to be 
an Emperor. And Seneca diverted him from 
the xknowledg of the ancient Orators, that he 
might keep him the longer in Admiration of 
himſelf. Therefore being naturally addicted 
to Poetry, he made Verſes very willingly and 
with little Pains. Neither did he ever publiſh, 
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as ſome believe, other Mens Works inſtead. of 
his own. Some rough Draughts of his Gom- 
poſition fell into my hands, and ſeveral Copies 
of Verſes of his own writing well known to 
be his, ſo blotted and interlin'd, that it was ap- 
parent they could neither be tranſcrib'd or 
dictated by any other Perſon, but were his own 
Fancies alter'd upon diſlike by himſelf. 

53. He alſo took great delight in Painting, 
and Plaiſter of Parz-work. In which he affect- 
ted to be Popular above all things; as being 
etnulous of all Men that gaind the Applauſe 
and Approbation of the vulgar. It was gene- 
rally believ'd, that after he had won all the Ho- 
nours he could in the Theater, he would have 
gone the next Luſter, or the next five years, to 
have try'd his Fortune at the O/zmpick Games, 
among the Wreſtlers. For he pradtis'd Wre- 
{tling continually ; ſo that all the while he was 
in Grcece, he never would behold the Gymmick 
Sports, but ſitting upon the ground within the 
Liſts, among thoſe that were appointed to give 
the Prizes ; and if any of the Gameſlters gave 


| too much back, he would thruſt them forward 
again with his own hands. And believiag chat 


he was already equal to Apollo for finging, and 


| to the Sun for Chariot-driving, at length he 
| deſfign'd to try whether he could out do Her- 
| cules, To which purpole they report, that 
| there was a Lion prepar'd, which he was to 
{ have encounter'd naked, and either t- have 


kilPd with his Club, or to have throttFd wich 
both his Arms, before all the People in che 


| Amphitheater. 


54. Toward the latter end of his Reign he 
had publickly vow'd, if he held the Empire 
Ee lata 
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ſafe and ſecure, in Commemoration of his Vi- 
&tory,to grace his Plays with Hydraulicks or Wa- 
cer Muſick, and Choraulicks, or Chorus's of 1e- 
veral Parts with Symphonies and 'Thorough- 
Baſes ; moreover, that he would have the Bag- 
pipes, and that the laſt day he would A him- 
felf and Dance Tarn in Virgil. And ſome re- 
port, that Pars the A#or, was by him put to 
death, as an Adverſary that he was mortally 
jealous of. | 

55. He was infinitely Ambitious of Fame 
and Immortality, though he took the wrong 
Courſe to acquire it. For which reaſon he al- 
ter'd the Names of ſeveral things and places, 
to the end they might be call'd by his own, 
For which reaſon it was, that he calFd the 
Month of April Neroneus ; and that he had a 
detign to have call'd Rome, Neropelzs. 

56. He was a Contemner ot all Religions, 
and all the Deities except the Syrian Goddeſs ; 
though at length he ſo deſpis'd her that he piſs'd 
upon her Statue ; as being then ingag*d in 
another ſort of Superſtition, wherein he per- 
ſifted conſtant to the laſt. For that being pre- 
ſented with a mean and inconſiderable Perſon 
with a little Image of a Virgin, as a Spell a- 
gainſt all Confpiracies, and a Conſpiracy hap- 
pening ta be immediately afterwards dgteded, 
always after that he held that Image for the 
moſt ſupream Deity, and conſtantly ſacrific'd 
to it three times a day ; and endeavour'd to 
have it believ'd among the People, that by her 
diſcovery all things ro come were reveal'd to 
him. However ſome Months before his death 
he Conſulced the Entrails of Beaſts according 
£0 the uſtal Formalities, but met wich _—_y 

: there 
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there but what was fatally Ominous aud dread- 
ful. 

57. He dy'd in the Thirty ſecond year of 
his Age, upon the very day that he had put 
Octavia to death. And ſuch was the univerſal 
joy upon the news of his End, that the Peo- 
ple ran about the Streets with their Caps of 
Manumiſfion, in token of their recover'd Free- 
dom. And yet there were ſome, that for a 
long time adorn'd his Tomb with all manner 
of Garlands which either Spring or Summer did 
afford. Others would many times ſec up his Im- 
ages dreſt up in Purple before the Roſtra ; while 
others afix*d his Edits upon the Publick Co- 
lumns, as if he had been ſtill alive, and would 
in a ſhort time return to the Contution of his 
Enemies. Moreover, Velogeſus, King of the 
Parthians, having ſent his Embailadors to the 
Senate to renew his allyance, with great im- 
portunity preſs'd, that Nero's Memory mightbe 
held in Veneration, and recommended to Po- 
ſterity. Laſtly, whereas above twenty years 
ago, when I was a Boy, there was a certain 
Perſon, whoſe Condition and Quality were 
both obſcure and unknown, who gave himſelf 
out to be Ners, his Name was fo grateful to the 
Parthians, that they eſpous'd his Quarrel, vigo- 
rouſly affiſted him, and were reduc'd to great 
Extremity before they would deliver him up to 
the Senate. . | 
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In the Year after the City bnils 831. 


Done into Ereglih by N. B. Gent. 


I HE Line of the Czſars faild in 
Nero : Which that it would 1o 
come to paſs, was foreboded by 
ſeveral, but among the reſt by 

two moſt evident Signs. For in times paſt as L:- 

via, preſently after her Nuptials with Auguſtzs, 

was riding to her Country Palace, call'd by 
the Name of Veientanum, an Eagle flying by, 

let fall into her Lap a white Hen holding a 

{mall Laurel Branch in her Bill, in the ſame 

Poſture as the Bird of Prey had ſeiz'd her. 

Upon which, after ſhe had given order that the 

Pullet ſhould be carefully bred up, 


and that the Laurel Branch ſhould *_Plinie makes mention 


be ſet in the Ground, ſuch numetous Z 


this Village, and des 
cribes it ſeated upon the 


Broods of Chickens en{u'd, that the River Tiber, nine miles 
Village is call'd to this day * ad Gal- from Rome, inthe Flas 


linas; and fuch a Grove of Laurels minian Road. 
Ee 4 ſprung 
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{prung from the Branch, that the Czſars, when 
they were to triumph, gather'd their Wreaths 
from thence; and it was the Cuſtom of 
thoſe that triumph'd to plant other Laurels 
preſently in the Ge place. More than this, 
it was obſerv'd that upon the Death of the ſuc- 
ceeding Emperors, the "Tree which was by any 
one particularly ſupply'd, immediately wither'd 
away. But in the laſt year of Nero's Reign, 
not only the whole Grove became Sapleſs from 
the very Root and periſh'd, but all che Poultry in 
* What he means by the the Village pin'd away and dy*d. In 
Temple of the Cxſars the next place, the * Temple of the 
the Learned queſtion. Coſars being ſtruck with Thunder 
rovs think.it to have 4. Heaven, the Heads of the ſeve- 
een the Temple of Ve- : 
nus Genttrix, inrezard Tal Statues fell altogether to the 
the Cxſars deſcended Ground ; and the Scepter of Augu- 
from Venus by Eneas. Fs was ſhaken out of his hand. 

2, To Nero ſucceeded Galba, no way related 
to the Family of the Cz/ars ; but without que- 
{tion a Perſon of great Nobility, and of an Il- 
luſtrious and ancient Deſcent, as he who always 
among the Titles of his Statues wrote himlelf 

f SoSir- the Great Grand-Child of Q. Catulus F Capiteli- 
_- De- irs. falterwards when he came to be Empe- 
pe 1, Tor, he hung up his Pedigree in the Portico of 
Roof of his Palace, wherein he deriv'd his Original by 
repairing the Fathers ſide from Fove himſelf; by the 
the Capitol, Mothers fide from Paſiphae, the Wife of Mines. 
an ,** Ir would be too tedious to give an _accompt of 
tems the Images and Elogies relating of the whole 

___ Race; what concerns the Family in particular 

I ihall conciſely touch upon. 

3. Who was the firſt among the Szulpiciz that 
allum'd the Sirname of Galba, wherefore, or 
from whencs he deriv'd it, is much diſputed. 

SOME 
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Some there are who believe that he burnt a 

Town in Spain with Fagots beſmear'd with 
Galbanum, and hy that means took the Place, 

after it had beer long beſjeg'd and aftaiFd in 

vain. Others, becauſe that in a long decay of 
Health, he wore about his Wriſts certain Re- 

medies wrapt up in Wooll, in the form of a 
Bracelet, calPd Galbeuw. Others, becauſe he 

was ſomewhat fat and burly, in regard that 

ſach a one the Garls call * Galba. Or elſe, this 
quite the contrary, becauſe he was ſo extream- ;,” LP 
ly ſlender, that they reſembl'd him to thoſe fort ſonifies a 
of Worms that breed in Trees and dry Wood, Wen; and 
and are calld Galbz. Servizs Galba, a Perſon #* ſame 
of Conſular Dignity, advanc'd the Glory of hey ſe- 
the Family, the molt Eloquent Orator of his j, nyo 
Time. Of whom it is reported, that having plight. 
obtain'd Spain for his Province by vertue of his 
Pratorſhip, he pur co the Sword pertidioufly no 

leſs than Thirty thouſand of the Luſiranians, 

which occaſion'd the Rebellion of Viriatzs. 

His Grand-child, tor being put by che Conſul- 

ſhip, exaſperated againſt Frlins Cx/ar, whole 

Legate he had been in Gaal, enter'd into the 
Conſpiracy with Cafſizs and Brutus; for which 

he was condemn'd by the +Pedian Law. From T Þy which 
him deſcended the Grand-father and Father of -_ wy 
the Emperor Galba. As tor his Grand-father ;, _ 
he was much more eminent for his Learning, Dearh 
than remarkable in Dignity ; for never advan- were inter- 
cing beyond the Degree of a Prator, he ſer #i#ed the 
forth a General Hiſtory, that ſhew'd the Indu- —_ 
ſtry and Curioſity of the. Author. His Father, ; 
aiter he had been honour d with the Conſul- 

ſhip, though ſhort of Stature, Crook-backt, and 

but of a mean and ocdinary utterance, became 

an 
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an Induſtrious Pleader at the Bar. He had for 
his Wives Mummis Achaica, the Grand-daughter 
to Catulns, Great Grand-daughter to LD. Mum- 
mins who ſackt Corinth, alſo Mvia Ocellina, ex+ 
treamly rich, and incomparably beautiful ; by 
whom for the ſake of his great Nobility he 
ſeem'd to have been courted, and that with a 
more than ordinary ardency ; for that notwith- 
ſtanding upon her importunity, he diſcover'd 
to her in private the defe& of his Body, that he 
might not be thought to have deceiv'd her Ig- 
norance, yet ſhe would not be gainſaid. By 
Achaica he had two Sons, Cains and Serwvixs : 
Of which the Eldeſt Ca;zs, after he had waſted 
his Fortunes, forſook the City ; and becauſe 
Tiberiis would not ſuffer him to take the 
Benefit of his Lot for the choice of a Procon- 
fulſhip in his year, hedy*d a voluntary death. 

4. The Emperor Galba was born in the year 
thac M. Valerizs Meſſalla, and Cn. Lentulus were 
Conſuls, the Ninth of the Kalends of Farzary, 
in a Village that lyes under the Hill neer Terra- 
cina upon the left hand as ye ride to * Fund;. 


Fondi #= Being adopted by his Mother-in-Law, he aft 


{um'd the Name of Liviz, and the Sirname 
of Ocella ; for he ſtill calld himſelf Zucins, in- 
ſtead of Serwvius, till the time of his Reign. 
Certain it is, that Auguſtus, while Galba was 
yet a Child, and came to kiſs his Hands among 
the reſt of his Playfellows, gently nipping his 
Cheeks, is ſaid to have - utter'd theſe words, 
x) 00 Tixvoy + des nuov apgacntn And thou my 
Son ſhalt alſo taſte of our Imperial Command. Ti- 
berius likewiſe, when he found that he ſhould 
come to the Empire, though not till he was 
{tricken in years, Let him live, ſaid he, ſince #t 
: nothing 
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wothing concerns us. At another time while his 
Grand-father was attoning the Anger of the 
Gods after a Grggt Thunder, an Eagle ſnatch'd 
out of his handgFhe Entrails of the Sacrifice, 
and carry'd them into an Oak full of Acorns ; 
upon which it was an{wer'd by the Aupurs, 
that the Supream Imperial Dignity was por- 
cended to his Family, though not till very late. 
To which the old Man ſmiling reply*d, That 
will be when the Mule has brought forth. Nor 
did any thing more confirm Galba in his At- 
tempts upon the Government, then the foling of 
a Mule, which while others deteſted as an ob- 
{cene Prodigy, he looke upon it as a moſt joy- 
ful Omen, calling to mind the Sacrifice, and 
{aying of his Grand-father. So ſoon as he had 
allum'd the Garment of Man-hood, he dreamt 
that Fortune ſpeaking to him made her Com- 
plaints, That ſhe ſfood weary without . Doors ; and 
that unleſs ſhe were ſuddenly let in, ſhe ſhould be- 
come a Prey to the next that ſaw her. Thereupon 
waking he roſe and open'd the Street door and 
found a Brazen Statue of the Goddels lying 
neer the Threſhold, ſomewhat above a Cubit in 
length ; which he took up, and carry'd in his 
Arms to Tuſculum, where he ſpent the Summer. 


And after he had plac'd it in a * peculiar part * Zence 
of his Houſe Conſecrated for that purpoſe, he came the 


afterwards Worſhip'd with monthly Supplica- 
tions, and with an annual Y:igi/. And though 


he were not as yet arriv'd at that age of Ma- Srarne of 
turity, yet he moſt obſtinately obſerv'd the old Fortune i 
and obſolete Cuſtom of the City, and only us'd the Bed- 


in his own Houſe, that his Freed-men and Ser- 


vants ſhould twice a day make cheir appearance ceeding 
before him, and give him the Good Morrow and Emperors: 


Good Night. 5. He 
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5. He ſtndy'd with great diligence the Libe- 
ral Sciences and the Law. Then he made it 
his buſineſs to marry ; but havige loſt his Wite 
Lepida,and two Daughters whih he had by her, 
he remain'd a Widower, nor could be ſollicited 
to marry again upon any Conditions ; no, not 
by 4grippina her elf, ſoon after a Widow by 
the death of Domitius, who had ſo importunate- 
ly tempted him while his Wite was yet living, 
that in an Aſſembly of Matrons ſhe was not 
only ſeverely chid, but receiv'd a blow from 
the hand of her Mother Lepida. He had a 
great Veneration for Livia Auguſia, with whom 
when alive he was in great favour and eſteem, 
and had like to have been greatly enrich'd by 
her Will, after her deceaſe : For ſhe had be- 
queath'd him the largeſt Legacy of all that ſhe 
had given to the reſt of the Legatees, to the va- 
lue of a Hunder'd and five and twenty thouy- 
ſand Crowns in Gold. But becauſe the Sum 
was fet down in Figures only and not in Words 
at length, Tiberius, the Heir at Law, reduc'd it 
to Twelve thouſand Five hunder'd Crowns, 
which he never paid him neither. 

6. Being advanc'd to great Honours before 

his time, he was Preztor when the 
* Flora, 4 Curteſan, * Floral Plays were Celebrated, at 
Paving gota vaſt Eftate what time he grac'd the publick 


by proftituti - 
L ; oft ve Dan Shows with Elephants that danc'd 


her Heir, together with upon the Ropes, a ſort of Spectacle 
the uſe of a large Sum never ſeen before in Rome. Afﬀter- 
-d Þ mx - ow = wards he was Preſident of the Pro- 
ration of ver Birth-day. yince of Aquitain for almoſt a whole 
year, and ſoon after he bore the Office of 
Conſul in due order of time. Wherein it fo 


tell ont, that he himſelf ſucceeded: L. _ 
© 
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the Father of Nero, and Salvius Otho, the Fa- 
ther of Ortho, lucceeded him; as it were a Pre- 
ſage of the following accident, of his being 


Emperor betwedq the two Sons. Being ſub- 
{tituced Lord Lieutenant of Germany in the 


room of * Lentulus Getulicus, the next day that * Put to . 
he came to the Legions, he check'd the Sol- £24 » 


diers for too loudly clapping their Hands at a 


Caius, be _ 
cauſe he 


publick Spectacle, giving out his Commands, was in Fa- 


That they ſhould keep their Hands within their 


Coats. "Thereupon it was a ſaying preſently = 


diſperc'd throughout the whole Camp, 


Learn Soldier Martial Diſciplane. 
"is Galba, xo: Gxtulicus. 


With the ſame ſeverity he forbid the Soldiers 
to crave Diſmiſſtons. Both the Yererans and 
Raw Soldiers he harden'd with daily Labour 
and Exerciſe. And having ſeaſonably repelld 
the Barbarians who had already broken into 
Gallia, he gave to Caius, then preſent, fach 
ample ſatisfaction, both as to himſelf and the 
Army, that among all thoſe vaſt numbers 


drawn together out of ſeveral Pro- 
vinces, there was not one that requi- 
red j a Teſtimonial from his General: 
nor appealFd to the Emperor for lar- 
ger Rewards. In this more eſpecial- 
ly remarkable,that having undertaken 
a Field-Race with his Shield upon his 
Shoulder, he ran ewenty miles an end 
by the Emperors Chariot. 

7. When he heard of the murder 
of Caius, though by many ſpurr'd 


+ It was a Cuſtom for 

the Soldiers to beg and 
receive ſlight Rewards 
from the General under 
whom they ſery'd; Res 
wards ofgreater moment, 
were at the diſpoſal of 
the Emperor himſelf. In 
the diſtribution of which 
he was govern'd by the 
Chara#ers given by the 
Generals and Legates. 


on to lay hold of the opportunity, he preferr'd 


his 
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his own eaſe. For which he was highly accept- 
able to Claudizs, and being admitted into the 
Gang of his intimate Friends, was ſo great| 
by him eſteem'd, that upon his falling ſuddenly 
ill, though without any danger, the day ap- 
pointed for the Britiſh Expedition was put off. 
He govern'd Africa for two years together, 
Proconſul of the Province, extrajudicially eled- 
ed to ſettle thoſe Countries diſturb'd with Civil 
Diſſentions and Rebellion of the Barbarians: 
Where he order'd all things with great obſer- 
vance of Severity and Juſtice even in {mall and 
petty Matters. A. Soldier being convicted up- 
on an Expedition, when Proviftion was very 
ſhore, to have ſold a Buſhel of Wheat, the re- 
mainder of his Vicuals, for a Hunder'd Dena- 
ries, when he care to want Food, he forbad 
any one to relieve him; 1ſo that the poor Fellow 
was famiſh'd to death. Then again in the de- 
termination of Law Suits he was very acute ; 
for upon a diſpute concerning the Propriety 
of a Horſe, the arguments and evidence on 
both ſides being bur flight, and conſequently 
the truth not eaſie ro be diſcover'd, he order'd 
that the Horſe ſhould be led blindfold to the 
Lake where he was uſually water'd, and then 
being unblinded, that he ſhould belong to the 
Perſon to whom he ſhould betake himlelf after 
he had drank. 

8. Therefore for what he had done 


* The Pontiffs were at 
firſt but four appointed 
by Numa, to which af- 
terwards four more 
were added; to whom 
laſtly Sylla added ſe- 
ven others, which made 
ap the number of Fif+ 
.[Feen ' 


both then in Africa, and formerly 
in Germany, he receiv'd Triumphal 
Ornaments, and was honour'd 
with the High Prieſthood a third 
time; being admitted ineco the 
Colleges of the * Fifteen, the 

| ® Titity 
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* Titiz, and Auguſtals, From which time to * The Titi 
the middle of Nero's Reign, he liv'd for the IE ano- 
moſt part a retir'd Life. Nor did he ever un- —_— 
dertake a Journey, though it were but for plea- yen that 
ſure, but he had always attending another Cha- livd inthe 
riot which follow*d his own, laden with Gold, S«burbs of: 
to a conſiderable Sum ; till at length coming —_— 
co reſide at Fund;, that part of Spain calld Tar: pre 
raconenſ;s was offer'd him ; (containing now A4r- Soothſay- 
ragon, Caſtile and Catalonia) where it ſo hap- #nz3 ſo 
pen'd, that as he was Sacrificing in a publick CE 
Houſe upon his Entry into the Province, a little as 
Boy who aflifted at the Ceremony, holding the oſervd in 
Cenſor, of a ſudden turn'd quite grey. Nor Latin 
were there wanting thoſe who made a ſwift In- £474 Tr- 
terpretation of the Prodigy, that it ſignify'd a © 
great Alteration of Afﬀairs, and that he in his 
old age ſhould ſucceed a young Man ; that is. 
to ſay, that he ſhould prove Succeilor to Nero. 
Nor was it long after, that Lightning fell into 
the Lake of Cantabria, after which there were 
no leſs than twelve Axes faund in the Water, 
a certain Sign of Supream Empire. 
9. For ſeveral years together he govern'd the 

Province variouſly and with an unequal Tem- 
per : At firſt ſharp, vehement, and exceſlivein 

uniſhing Offences 3 for he caus'd a Bankers 
| hand to be cut off and naild to his Table, for 
| falſifying his Truſt in telling oue Money ; and 
| order'd a Tutor to be Crucity'd for poyſoning 
his Pupil, to whom he was the next Heir ; and 
when the Criminal implor'd the Benefit of the 
| Law, and atteſted himſelf to be a Citizen of 
' Rome, as it were to alleviate the puniſhment 
with a more than uſual Honour, he command- 
ed the Croſs to be chang'd, and another much 
higher 
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higher and whited over, to be erected in its 
Room. Afterwards he gave himfelf up by de- 
grees to ſloth and idleneſs, that he might nor 
afford any occaſion of Jealoufie to Nero ; and 
as he was wont ro ſay, becauſe no Man is bound 
to give an accompt of his lazineſs. While he 
was ſitting in Judgment at new Carthage,he heard 
that both Gall;a*'s were up in Arms ; at what 
L time, the Legate of Aquitain imploring his 
L k & _ ” aid, preſently there came Letters from * Vindex, 
Gallia, © full of importunate Incentives, To bethink him- 
ſelf of preparing at length to be the Captain and 
Revenger of Mankind. Nor was he long deli- 
berating before he receiv'd the Condition; 
partly through fear, partly encourag'd by his 
hopes. For he had intelligence already of Ne- 
70's Commands ſent to his Treaſurers to diſpatch 
him out of the World. On the other fide he 
was encourag'd as well by -manifeſt Signs and 
Omens of Proſperity, as by the Prophefie of a 
chaſt and vertuons Virgin ; and that, fo much 
the more, by reaſon that the Prieſt of Fupzrer 
worſhip'd in Clunia, warn'd in a Dream, had 
digg'd up the ſame Verſes in the moſt ſecret 
part of the Temple, as they had been utrer'd 
by another Virgin Propheteſs above 'Two 'hun- 
der'd years betore : The ſence of which Ver- 
ſes was this, That the time would come, when 
there 'ſhould ariſe out of Spain a Prince and Lord of 

all the World. | 
Io. Therefore after he had aſcended the Tri- 
bunal, as having deſign'd that day to hear Peti- 
tions for the Manumiſlion of Slaves, in the firſt 
place he caus'd to be brought into Court the 
Starues of ſeveral Perſons condemn'd and mur- 
der'd by Nero; and placing next his own ſeat a 
| young 
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| ral as particular Perſons, to the end 
| that all might be ready to affiſt the perſons, were equall'd 
{ Common Cauſe to the utmoſt of with the Centurions, 

| their Power. Much about the ſame 

| time, as they weredigging up the Earth for the 

| fortification of the Town, which he had made 

| Choice of to be the ſeat of the War, was found 

| 2a Ring, with a Gem wherein was ingrav'd Vi- 

| tory with a Trophy, and which appear'd to be 

| an ancient piece of Workmanſhip, and imme- 

diately after a Veſſel of Alexandria dropt into 
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young Lad of Noble Extraction, whom he had 
ſent for from the neighbouring * Balearic Iſlands, * zither 
whither he had been f Exil'd, he deplor'd the Majorca «r 
ſad Condition of the Times, and being ſaluted jg 
Emperor, however he would acknowledge him- ];, 4.om:. 
ſelf no more then the Senates and the Roman Peo- on of the . 
ples General. Then Proclaiming a general V aca-. Piſonian 
tion, he liſted Legions and Auxilaries out of the _ 
common People of the Province, to reinforce = of 
the Vererane Army, that conſiſted of no more rþoſe rhar 
than one Legion, two Wings, and three Co- were found 


horts; and out of the chiefeſt Officers molt gy were 
expel" d the 


{ eminent for their Wiſdom, and grown in years, City, and 
5 


he ſelefted a kind of Senate, with whom to «her poy. 


conſult upon occaſions of greater importance, ſor'd or fa- 
| ſooften as need ſhould require. He alſo made mid to 

| choice of ſeveral young Gentlemen, in the De- 
| gree of Knighthood, who being ſtill permitted 
| to wear their Gold Rings, ſhould be 

| call'd || Evocati, or Squires of the Body, ||TheEvocarti were Vete- 


| and were to keep Guard before his ; - 
| Bed-Chamber inſtead of the Com 7 544 /erv/6 ont their 


eath, 


rane Soldiers, who after 


time, were lifted again 


| mon Soldiers. He alſo-ſent forth his 4y the particular favour 
| -Edicts through all the Provinces, re- of the Conſuls atid Ge- 


ſolving to engage as well all in gene- 1741s, in order to their 
farther abr ag and 


ſerving only about their 


Fi the 


432 
T Now 


Tortoſa in 
Catalonia. 


The LIFE of 


the Port of * Dertoſa, laden with Arms, there be- 
ing neither Pilot, Seaman or Paſſenger aboard ; 
ſo that there was no body that queſtion'd the Ju- 
ſtice of the Cauſe,but look'd upon the War as Sa- 
cred and acceptable to the Gods. When ofa ſud- 


den a ſtrange Confuſion happen'd that had like 


to have ſhatter'd the whole Frame of the De- 
iign : For one of the Wings repenting the 
change of their Allegiance, endeavour'd to 
deſert him as he was jult approaching to the 
Camp ; fo that he had much ado to retain 
them within the Bounds of their duty : And 
the Servants which one of Nero's Freed-men had 
preſented him already prepar'd tor Treachery, 
were very neer murdering him, as he was pat 
ling through a narrow Turning to the Baths; 
but while they made a noiſe exhorting one ans» 
other not to loſe the occaſion, ana gave no 1a- 
tisfaction to thoſe that demanded what they 
meant, they were apprehended, and being put 
to the Rack confels'd the Treaſon. 

11. Upon the neck of theſe diſturbances and 
dangers, ſo narrowly eſcap'd, the death of Vin- 
dex happern'd, which diſmay'd him more than 


all the reſt, inſomuch that like a Perſon for- 


lorn he was within a very little of making a- 
way himſelf. But Metlengers immediately 
coming poit from the City to him, with news 

that Nero was ſlain, and that all the 


TWhich was a Military People had ſworn Allegiance to him, 


Garment that only the 
Lord General was wont 


laying aſide the Appellation of GE- 


to wear, not only euard. NERAL, he aflum'd the Title of 
ed with Purple, but wth CAESAR; and when he travell'd 
Scarlet and Gold Lace, he rode always clad with the Milita- 


Some think it reſembled +  84%,£22000Y . x 
ies ri cr Heralds 7 7 Paludamentum, , and his Dagge 


Gant of Artis. hanging from his Neck upon his 1 


Brealt. 
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Breaſt. Nor did he return to the uſe of his 
Gown, until he had ruin'd at Reme Nymphi- 
dins Sabinus Captain of the Pretorian Bands ; 
Fonteinns Capito in Germany, and Clodins Macrus 
in Africa, who were all three: Confpiring new 
alterations in Government. | 

12. There was a report of his Cruelty and 
Covetouſneſs, which had reach'd the City be- 
fore his arrival ; upon theſe: grounds, that he 
had puniſh'd ſeveral Cities of Spaimz and Gaul, 
ſome with heavy Impolitions ; others by throw- 
ing down their Walls for the cautious delay of 
their ſubmiffion to him ; that he had put to 
death ſeveral of Nero's Overſeers and Treaſu- 
rers, together with their Wives and Children ; 
that he had melted a Crown of Gold weighing 
no leſs than fifteen Pound, which the Tarraco- 


| enſians had taken out of the ancient 'Lemple of 
{ Jupiter; and becauſe there wanted three Oun- 
| ces of the weight upon the melting, he laid a 
| Tax uponthe People to make it up. 'This re- 
| port was not only confirm'd but encreas'd ſo 
| ſoon as he enter'd the City : For having re- 
| {olv'd to reduce the Sea-men, whom Nero had 
{ liſted into the number of real Soldiers, to their 
| former Condition, when they ſtood upon their 
| terms, and obſtinately demanded their Eagle 
| and their Enſigns, he nor only ſent in his Horlſe- 
| Guards among them to quell and diliipace them, 


but hung up every tench Man. He alto dif- 
banded the Cohort of Germans, formerly en- 
roll'd by the Czſars, for the Guard of their Bo- 


| dies, and of long try*d Fidclity, and fenc chem 


back to their own Country without any fatis- 


| faction for their Service, as more favouring Cz. 
= Dolabella, neer to whoſe Gardens they had 


FF 3 pitch'd 
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pitch'd their Tents. And it was nois'd abroad 

 inderiſion of him, whether true or falſe, that he 

wept to ſee a Supper brought him up, more 

ſumptuous than uſual. Another time that his 

ordinary Steward brought him an Abſtract of 

the Imperial Expences, he reach'd him from his 

Table a Platter of boil'd Peaſe for his ſedulity 

and dilligence. To Cans the Flute-player, that. 

NI wonderfully pleasd his Fancy, he gave five 

| og * Denaries, which he fetch'd himſelf with his 
Shiffings, or OWN hands out of his peculiar Cabinet. 

a Dutch 13. Therefore his arrival was not altogether 

Florm. fo acceptable to the People; and that moſt e- 

vidently appear*d upon the firſt publick Show. 

T Socall'd At what time the F Atellans having begun a 


d City of moſt known Song, or rather Ballad, 


Campania, 

A ſort of Venit io fimus a villa. 

Lampooning 

« gh; F Give room, give room, 

upon thei= Here's Flatnoſe from the Country come. 

ces of the 

Times All the Spators ſetting up their Throats toge- 

_ 7% ther went on, with the reſt gf the words, and a&- 

Quality he ed and repeated the Verſe over and over again 

Y 0 , bg 

the Perſn, for ſeveral times together. So that he obtain'd 
the Empire with more Applauſe and Authority 
than he held it; though he might be ſaid to 
give many Proofs of a moſt excellent Prince ; 
but thoſe were not ſo grateful, as what he did 
amiſs was look'd upon with an Eye of ſcandal 
and hatred. He was altogether over-ruP'd 
and govern'd by three Perſons, who living to- 
gether within the Walls of the Palace, and ne- 
ver ſtirring from his Elbow, were commonly 


Call'd his Padagognes, Theſe were T. _—_— 
F 1s 
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his Legate in Spain, immenſly rapacious ; 'Cor- 
nelins Laco, from an * Aſſeſſor or Judges Afift- * Aſſeſſors 
ant advanc'd to be Lord Chamberlain or Go- #7* much 


vernour of the Palace, intolerable for his Arro- 


like our | 
Maſters in 


gance and his lazy ſluggiſh Humour: And the charcery - 
third Telus his enfranchis'd Bond-flave, ho- that fit as 


nour'd a little before with Gold Rings, 
the Sirname of Martianm, and now a Compe- 


4 nd Aſſift ants 
to the 
Chancellor. 


titor for the higheſt j Degree belonging to the + jppjch 
Order of Knight-hood. To theſe Men, in whom was to be 
Vices of various Natures impetuouſly rag'd, Controller 


he ſo entirely gave himſelf up to-be abus'd and © 
flatter'd, that he was hardly -his own Man: 


the 
et. 


Sometimes more ſevere and ſparing; ſometimes 
more remiſs and negligent than became an E- 
Ie&ted Prince and a Perſon of his Age. He 
condemn'd unheard certain Eminent Perſona- 
Yes of both Orders upon: the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion 


imaginable. 
rarely beſtow'd upon any Man. The 
Privileges due to thoſe that had * be- 
got three Children he-would hardly 
grant, either to thoſe that were free 
or thoſe that were nor free ; or if he 
were ſo kind to a Citizen, *twas on- 
ly far a certain prefix'd time. He 
not only deny'd the ſuit of the Jud- 
ges, who petition'd that a ſixth F De- 
cury might be added, but alſo took 
from them the Privilege which Claud;- 
#5 had allow'd them, that they ſhould 
not be ſummon'd to duty neither in 


the Winter nor beginning of the 
year. 


The Freedom of the City: he 


* Among the Romans 
thiſe that had begot 
three Children were 
freed from all manner 
of Duties. 

The Fudges that af- 
ſifted the Przcor in 
hearing Cauſes were 
drvided into ſo many 
Decuries, or Compames, 
who were to be ready to 
aſjiſt the Precor upon 
Summons z and theſe 
Tudges were choſen out 
of the ſeveral Tribes of 
the City by the Prxtor 
himſelf. | 


I5. It was alſo thought that within two years 
he would have put an end to all che Senatorios 
ap 
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-and Equeſtrian Dignities, which he would have 

* n which return'd to none but ſuch as were * unwilling 
be was imi- gr refus'd to accept them. Nero*s Liberalities, 
»rooake allowing no more than the 'Tenths, he orderd 
| to be revok'd and redemanded by fifry Roman 
Emperor, Knights, upon this Condition, that if the Co- 
who was medians or Wreſtlers had fold any thing which 
=— 0/9, had been formerly beſtow'd upon''them, it 
xnwilling, ſhould be taken away from the Buyers, if the 
mt ſuch a; Others having ſpent the Money could not re- 
courted pay it. On the' other ſide, there was nothing 
2gh Em- which he did not ſuffer to be put to ſale, or gr 
_— ven away for favour by his Afociates -and en 
2d at franchisd Bond-men, abatement of Tributes, 
the Helm Jmamunities, Puniſhments of the Innocent, and 
of the Tmpunities to the Criminal. Moreover when 
1, the People of Rome demanded that Halotws and 
mn Tigellinus might be put to death, them alone, 
the moſt wicked of all Nero's Emiſſaries, he ſe- 

curd and protected; and more than that, he 
honour'd Halotus with an ample Procuration; 

and in favour of Tigellinus, by an Edi&t he up: 

braided the People for their {everity. 

16. For theſe things he was ifenſted by all 

the Degrees and Orders of the Roman People, 

but more eſpecially hated among the Soldiers. 

For when his Commiſſioners, appointed for 

that purpoſe, had promis'd a larger Donative 

than ordinary to the Soldiers when they came 

to {wear Allegiance to him in his abſence, he 

refus'd to confirm the Promiſe of his Friends, 
trequently boaſting, That ir was his cuſtom to 

raiſe his Soldiers, not to purchaſe them. Which 
laying* of his exaſperated the Soldiery in all 

parts of the Empire. Beſides he' anger'd the 
Pratorians by overawing and affronting them ; 


= _ 


Ganrsr aa, 


making frequent removes of the greateſt part 
of them, upon every : ſlight ſuſpicion of their 
fidelity, as addicted to Nymphidizrs. But above 
all the reſt, the Army in upper Germany fum'd 
and chafed, to be defrauded of the Rewards 
which they had merited tor their taithiul Ser- 
vice againſt the: Gauls and Vindex. Therefore 
they were the firſt that preſuming; to break 
their Allegiance, upon the Kalends of Fanuary 
refus'd to be. ſworn to any other than the Se- 
nate. Which done, they immediately appoin- 
ted Comnullioners to the Pretorian Bands, with 
Orders to let them know, That they did not like 
an Emperor made in Spain, and therefore that they 
themſelves would chooſe a Man whom all the Armies 
ſhould approve. + | 

- 17. Of which. when Galba :had intelligence, 
believing he was grown into Contempt, not 10 
much for his Age, as for his want of [ſſue;, he 
preſently ſingles out from the midft 'of: the 
Croud of thoſe that came to. pay their Saluta- 
tions to him, P:ſo Licin;anus, a Noble young 
Gentleman, and of Eminent Parts, for whom 
he had formerly an extraordinary Affection, and 
therefore had all along put him into his Will as 
Heir to his Perſonal Eſtate and Name, and cal- 
ling him Son, he carry'd him to the Camp, and 
there, betore a full Aſſembly of Officers and 
Soldiers Adopted him; yet not then fo much 
as uttering the leaſt word of any intended Dos» 
native ; which gave A. Salvins Orho the more 
eafie oportunity to bring about his detign with» 
in fix days after the Adoption, 

18. Remarkable and daily were the Prodigies 
that now from the beginning portended the 
Exit which befel him. For as he was upon the 

| Fi 4 Road, 
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Road, at what time Sacrifices were ſlain in all 
the Towns on every ſide in honour of his ap- 
proach, a Bull being ſcar'd with the blow of the 
Ax, and breaking his Halter, violently run a- 
gainſt his Chariot, and rearing up his tore Feet 
beſmear'd the Emperor with his Blood ; and 
preſently after, as he was alighting from his 
Chariot, one of the Penſioners of his Guard, 
being crouded forward by the Multitude, had 
like to have wounded him with his Javelin. 
And no ſooner was he paſs'd through the City, 
but he was welcom'd to his Palace, with an 
Earthquake and fubterraneal bellowing of the 
Wind coop'd up within the Bowels of the 
Earth. Afterwards more apparent Omens ſuc- 
ceeded : For he had cull'd out of all his Trea- 
ſure a certain Bracelet ſet with Pearls and Jewels 
to adorn his Statue of Tuſculan Fortune, which 
afterwards, as deeming it worthy a more [llu- 
ſtrious Place, he Conſecrated to Capitoline Venus ; 
but the next night he dreamt that he ſaw the 
ſame Image of Fortune complaining of her being 
robb'd of the Preſent which he had beſtow'd 
upon her, and threatning to recal thoſe Favours 
which ſhe had beſtow'd upon him. Upon 
which awaking in a great affright he haſten'd 
early in the Morning to Tuſculum, to divert by 
Supplications the evil Omens of his Dream, ha- 
ving ſent his Prieſts and Soothfayers before to 
make ready the Ceremonies. But when he ar- 
riv'd, he tound nothing but a glowing Ember 
upon the Altar, and an old Man apparell'd in 
Mourning Habit, ſtanding by, and;holding the 
Frankincenſe _in a Glaſs Plate, and-.the Wine 
unmix'd in.an Earthen Cup. Tt:was alſo ob- 
lerv'd, tharas.he. was offering Sacrifice ym 
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the middle of Fanuary, his Crown fell from 
his Head ; and as he was about to inſpect the 
Omens of his future Luck the Birds flew quite 
away. Alſo in the Camp his Imperial Chair 
that us'd to ſtand before the Tribunal, when 
he made any Harrangue to the Soldiers, was 
miſplac'd ; and the ſame thing alſo happen'd in 
the Senate, where through the inadvertency of 


the Officers, his * Running Throne was let where® This was 
an Tuory 


it ought not to have ſtood. 
19. Moreover before he was ſlain, the Sooth- = - s 

fayer frequently admoniſh'd him to beware the mony car- 

— danger, that the Afaflinates were 1y'd in the 


not far off In a few hours after he underſtood Chari, 
wherein the 


that Orho was Maſter of the Camp; and when ,.. 
the greateſt part of his Friends perſwaded him; ied 
to make all the ſpeed he could to the Soldiery, Senate, 
for that he might prevail, through the awe ofca7d Cu- 
his Preſence and Imperial Aughoricy, he re- = from 
folv'd to do no mores than only keep himlelt ag ſromi- 
Cloſe within the Walls of his Palace. However fies a Cha- 
he put on a + Linnen Corſlet, yet not diſſem:- ri. 
bling his fears how little it would avail againſt f He of 
the Points of ſo many Swords. But being in- penn 
veagled into the Street by falſe Rumours which'wre Wine 
the Conſpirators had ſpread abroad on purpoſe, or Vinegar 
co incice him forth, ſome few raſhly affirming fntermix'2 
that the buſineſs was over, that the Rioters an me hog , 
Mutineers were quelPd, and the reſt coming in jeg ejgh- 
a full Body to congratulate and pay him their reen t7mes 
wonted Homage ; therefore to meet theſe he 9 more 
rode forth with ſo much confidence, that to a 

Soldier yaunting that he had ſlain Orho, he made 

aniwer, :By hoſe Order, and 1o rode on to the 

Forum. "There the Horſe-men who were en- 


truſted withthe Afſaſlination, galloping through 
the 
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the diſperc'd Throng of common: People, as 
ſoon as they ſaw him at a diſtance,made a little 
ſtop ; bur preſently after purtiag ſpurs to their 
Horſes, they tell upon him and ſtabb'd him, 
deſerted and abandon'd' by all his Followers. -.... 
20 Zome there' are who report; that upon 
the firſt noiſe of the Tumult, he cry'd out, 
What ws this ye are doing Fellow-Soldiers ? I an 
yours, and you are mine ; and that then withal-he 
promis'd them a Donative. This was moſt of 
all co be wonder'd at, that not one of thoſe who 
were preſent ſo much as offer d to afliſt-the 
Emperor, and thoſe that were ſent for, all-di- 
ſipis'd the Meſſengers, except the: Reginiehevof 
Germans. © For they remembring his late kinds 
neſſes, for that he had ſupported and reliev'd 
them tull of Diſeaſes, and half famiſh'd as they 
were alter a long Voyage-by Sea, flew to his 
fuccour ; but teo late, being: retarded by ' their 
ignorance of the neareſt Paſſages, and © miſſing 
their way. He was murder'd cloſe by 


* Where the Earth is 
formerly ſaid to have 
gap'd, and that Cur- 
tius threw himſelf into 
the Chaſm to appeaſe the 
ſubterraneal Demnns. 

+ For that his Dog that 
lay by him all the while 
would not ſafer any bo- 
dy to come neer him, 


the * Curtian Lake, and fj there left as 
he lay weltring in his Blood, antil a 


common Soldier returning from a 


publick diſtribution of Corn, laid 
down his Barchen and cut off his 
Head ; and becauſe he could: not - 
take hold of the Hair becauſe he was 
bald, he carry'd it in the Lappet of 
his Coat; and by and by thruſting 


his Thumb between his Teeth preſented it to 
Ocho. He gave it to the Suttlers and Horlſe-Boys, 
who carry*d it round the Camp the Object of 
their Scorn and Contempt; ever and anon cry- 
ing out, Cupid Galba, enjoy the Beauty of thy Age ; 
chiefly excited to that petulanc fſcurrility, tor 


that 
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that 'A few days befor S he appear'd in publick, 
to a certain Sycophant that flatter*d the florid- 
neand vigour of his Perſon, contidering his 
years, he reply"d, in ud wivOr- Hume an, 


 *® As yet my | ſtrength feels no decay. - ws 
=” | k ing of Dio- 
med 7n 


From theſe Rakeſhames the enfranchis'd Bond- j4,er 


man 'of Patrobizrs Neronianns bought the Scull when he 


for a Himder'd Marks in Gold or ſfon:ething was going 
more, and threw it-into the ſame place whe - his 72 f#r E- 
Maſter had been +} executed by the Comm: :1ds me and 
| " e ſame 
of Galba not long before. But at laſt 4--ims cone 
his Treaſurer buried both the Head and the : oft wounded 
of his Body in his Maſters own private G:- Venus and 
dens, lying upon the Aurelian Road. dg 
k 4 FT For he 
21. He was neither [| too low nor too high, þ,g caurd 
very bald, blew Ey'd, Hawk-nos'd ; having his the greateſt 
Toes and Fingers extreamly diftorted with the p-rt of Ne- 
Gout ; ſo that he could neither endure a Shooe, 52'5 Emiſ- 
nor hold or turn over the Leaves of a Book. —_ bh 
__ 2 whic 
22. On his right-ſide alſo his Fleſh grew torth parrobius 
and hung down in ſuch a manner, that it could was one, 
hardly be kept up with a Swath. He was al- #9 5-put #0 
ſo ſaid to be a great feeder, inſomuch that in 1 Ju 4 
the Winter time it was his cuſtom to call for his —_—_ a- 
Breakfaſt before day ; but exceeding at Supper mong the 
to that degree, that he would order his Leavings Romans 
and his Orts, of which he made great heaps, mT ng 
to be carry'd about and divided among the _ 
meaner fort of his Attendants. In the fatis-þ;zh or a 
faction of his Luſt more prone to the Male little more. 
SeX ; nor did he care for any of that Sex nei- 
ther but ſuch as were over-grown and exſolete. 
It is reported therefore that in Spain when Ice- 
[zs, one of the ſtaleſt of his He-Concubines, 
| —_ brought 
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brought him the news of Nero's death, he not 

only receiv'd him in publick with home-preſsd 

kifles, but courted and ſent him away to be 
ſmooth'd without delay. - | 

23. He was kill'd in the TAreeſcore and thir- 

teenth year of his age, after he had Reign'd 

ſeven Months. The Senate, as ſoon as the 

times would bear it, had decreed him a Statue 

which was to have ſtood upon the Column 

* 4s being call'd * Roſrata in that part of the Forum 
"the Where he was ſlain. But Veſpaſias cancell'd 
Beakes of that Decree, believing that he had ſent Emiſſa- 


Ships. ries to Aſlaflinate him in Fudes. 
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M. SALVIUS OTHO. 


is. th. —— 


Done into Ergliſh by F. P. Gent. 


Py 


\ THO's Anceſtors deriv'd their Origi- 

B nal from a Town calPd * Ferenti-* Now Fe- 
& 7um, of an ancient and honourable rentino 

> Family, as being deſcended from #4 = 
the Princes of Herraria. His Grand-father 24, 774% 
Salvins Otho, whoſe Father was of the Eque- pope, eight 
ftrian Order, though his Mother were but of Miles from 
mean Extraction, inſomuch thart *cis uncertain !** Co 
whether ſhe were free born or no, through: then . cw 
favour of Livia Auguſta, in whoſe Family he Nantes 
| was bred up, was made a Senator, but never and is an 
advanc'd to any higher Degree than that of the Epiſcopal 
Prztorſhip. His Father, L. O:ho, Nobly de- 5**+ 
icended by the Mothers ſide, and by that means 
ally'd to many, and thoſe very Uluftrious Fa- 
milies, was ſo beloved by Tib:#s rhe Emperor, 
and ſo exactly reſemblV'd him in the teatures of 
his Face, that ſeveral belicy'd the Prince =_ 
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ſelf to have begot him.He acquitted himſelf with 


the Reputation of a moſt ſevere and worthy 


x 4; xdile, Magiſtrate in all the City * Offices, in his Pro- 
Pretor and con{ulſhip of Africa, and ſeveral other extraor- 


Conſul, 


dinary Commands. . He had alſo the Courage, 
being than in yricum, to put to death ſeveral 


Soldiers, who repenting their being engag'd in 


the Rebellion of Camillas, had ſlain their Cap- 
tains as being Authors of that revolt againſt 
Claudius; and that too in his own preſence at 
the head of the Battalions, though for that ve- 
ry reaſon he knew them to have been preferr*d 
as they were by Claudius. Which Action of 
his, though it augmented his Reputation, yet 
for ſome time it clouded his favour with the 
Emperor. However he ſoon recover'd it, by 
deteRing a Conſpiracy of a Rowan Knight a- 
gainft the Life of Claudius, the Treaſon being 
diſcover'd to him by the Traytors own Servants. 
For which the Senate honour'd him with a Statue 
erected in the Palatium ; and Claudius, after he 
had advanc'd him into the Patrician Order, a: 
mong other Applauſes of his Fidelity, added 
this Expreflion ; A Perſon, then whom I nere 
ould wiſh to have better Children of my own. By 
his Wife Albia Terentia, a Lady of great Ho- 
nour, he had two Sons, T. Titianw, and Mar- 
cus the younger, who bare his Fathers Sirname. 
He had alſo a Daughter which he contracted to 
Druſus the Son of Germanicus, before ſhe was 
nipe for Marriage. 

2. Ortho the Emperor was born the 25: of 
April, Camillus Arruntius, and Domitins e/£n- 
barbus being Conſuls. From his early youth 
he was ſo prodigal, and given to Women, that 


his Father was often conſtrain'd to chaſtize _ 
« | c 


grew ſo fond of her, that he could hardly brook 


O T H 0. 
Tt is alſo reported of him, that he was wont to 
Tun about the Streets in the night wich his 
Companions, and where he met with any that 
were unable to make reſiſtance or in- drink, to 
ſeize them, and than cauſe chem to be toſs'd 
(as we ſay) in a Blanket, inſtead of which he 
made uſe of his upper Garment. After his Fa- 
thers deceaſe, he addreſs'd himſelf to a Court 
Lady in great favour, as being ons of the Em- 
perors freed Women 3 and to the end his Court- 
ſhip might prove the more effectual, he prtend- 
ed a moſt paſſionate Afﬀection for her, though 
very old and almoſt decrepit. By her means 
he inſinuated himſelf into Nero's favour, and 
eaſily kept the higheſt place in his Friendſhip, 
through the conformity of their Humours ; or 
as others report, being familiarly engag'd in 
mutual Proſtitution. And ſo great was his 
power, that having contracted for a vaſt Sum 
to bring off a Perſon of Conſular Dignity, 
who was queſtion*d for Bribery and Extorcion, 
he had the confidence to bring him inco the Se- 
nate to return them "Thanks, before he had fully 
obtain'd his Pardon. | 

3. Thus being acquainted with all Nero's in- 
trigues and tecrets, the very day thar the young 
Emperor had defign'd to mwder his Morner, 
he invited them both to a Supper moſt exqui- 


| ſitely Magnificent, to throw oft all ſuſpicion 


from himlelf. Moreover, at what time Nero, 
having a great Afﬀection for Poppza Sabina, 
then his Miſtreſs, took her from her Husband 


and ſent her to Ortho, who receiv'd her into his 


Houſe under colour of Marriage. And not con- 
tent to havealienated her Kindneſs trom Nero, he 
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the Emperor to be his Rival. It is certainly re- 
ported that he not only refus'd thoſe that were 
ſent to bring her to the Emperor, but ſhut his 
doors againſt the Emperor himſelf, ſtanding in 
the Street, and with Prayers and Threatnings 
intermix'd redemanding the Truſt committed 
to his care. Whereupon Nero difloly'd the 
Mzrrriage, and to remove him out of the way, 
difpatch'd him Legate into Portugal, Which 
was thought fufficient, left a ſeverer Puniſh- 
ment ſhould have diſcover'd the whole intrigue. 
However it came to light at length, and the 
Fact was lampoor'd in the following Diſh. 


Cur Orho mentito ſit queritis exul honore ? 
Uxoris mxchus ceperat eſſe 1ſuz. 


You ask why under falſe pretence 
Of Honour, Otho's thus exil"d ? 
The Reaſon's clear, th' Adulterer fain 
Would have his own dear Wife defiPd. 


Nevertheleſs as bad as he was he govern'd the 
Province, when he was Quzſtor, tor ten years 

with ſingular abſtinency and moderation. 
4+ Put at length ſo foon as an opportunity of 
Revenge was offter'd him, he was the firſt who 
atuſted Galba attempting new Revolutions, and 
at the ſame moment himſelf conceiv*d great 
lopes of the Empire; great indeed when he 
conſider'd the Condition of the Empire ; but 
far greater from the aſſurances of Seleucus an 
Aſtrologer; who having formerly aſcertain'd 
bim that he ſhould ſupervive Nero, coming to 
him unexpeted alfo at that juncture of time,pro- 
mis'd him likewiſe then again that he ſhould be 
Emperor in a ſhort while. Wherefore mom_ 
ore 
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ſort of obſequious Behaviour and Courtſhip to 

all Men, as often as he entertain'd the Prince 

at Supper, he diſtributed a conſiderable Sum of 

Money among the Cohorts that were upon the 

Guard; nor was he leſs ſtudious to gain the reſt 

of the Soldiery by other means. Infomuch 

that one of the * Penfioners of the Guard be- * Tacitus 
ing in ſuic with his Neighbour about the Bounds cas him. 
and Limits of his Land, and the difference be- C—_ 
: , . roculus 
ing referr'd to his Umpirage , he bought the ;z. $pecu- 
whole Eſtate, and gave it the Soldier. So that lator, 
there was hardly any Man, who did not only which Ti- 
think in his Heart, but openly declar'd him '* = 
the only Perſon worthy to facceed in the 7,7," 9 


Empire. : watch 
next the Body of the Emperor with a Lance in their hands. 


5. Indeed he was in hopes that he ſhould 
have been Adopted by Gal/ba; and it was that 
which he expected every day. But afterwards, 
finding P:/s preferr'd and himfelt deteated of 
his hopes, he reſolv'd to have recourſe to force 
of Arms; the Conſideration of his vaſt debts 
at the ſame time incenfing and encouraging the 
Motions of his Rancourd Mind. Nor was he 
aſham'd openly to declare, That *rwas impoſſible 
for him to ſubſiſt, unleſs it were his good Fortune 
zo be Emperor ; and that *twas all one to him whe- 
ther he fell by the Sword of his Enemies in the 
Field, or the Proſecution of his Creditors in the 
Courts of Juſtice. Some few days before, he had 
{queez'd out of one of Cefar's Servants Five 
and twenry-chouſand Crowns tor a Sceward- 
ſhip he bad bege'd for him. With this Athft- 
ance he .b-gan ſo great an undertaking ; and 
firſt of aii the bufineſfs was communicat-d to 
hive Sreculators of the Guard, every one of which 
Gg.2 produc'd 
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produced two more a piece. To all theſe he 

= down Two hunder'd and fifty Crowns a 

an, and promis'd Twelve thouſand five hun- 

der'd Crowns more. By theſe the reft were 

engag'd, but not many, not doubting of great 
numbers when the deſign was once on foot. 

6. His Reſolution was, preſently after the 

Adoption to poſieſs himſelf of the Camp, and 

to ſ2t upon Galba as he was at Supper in the 

Palace. But the reſpe& he had to the Cohort 

which was then upon the Guard reſtrain'd him, 

tearing he ſhould throw too great an Odiam up- 

on it, for that the ſame Cohort happen'd to be 

upon the Guard before both times, as well when 

Caizs was murder'd, and Nero delerted. And 

during the * Middle Time, partly Religion, 

* By the partly the Admonitions of Seleucxs prevail'd with 

Middle him to lye quiet. But upon the day deſign'd, 

Jime - the Confvirators having notice to be ready in 

=_— the Forum, and to attend him under the Tem- 

from the ple of Saturn, neer the f Golden Pillar of Miles, 

Adoption of he went in the Morning to pay his Reſpects to 

Piſo to the Ga/bza, And according to Cuſtom being re- 

= gh þ cciv'd with a Kiſs, he was alſo admitted to be 

f wa 4- preſent while the Emperor Sacrific'd, and heard 


dozted the the Predictions of the Soothſayers, Art length 
Tenth of 
January 3 Galba was flain the ſixteenth of January. During the Middle 
Time between theſe days, Otho would make no attempt upon Galba, part- 
ly through ſcruple of Religion, partly by the Advice of Seleucus. By 
Religion is meant a certain Traditioz among the Romans, by which they 
were forbid to undertake any buſineſs of Importance upon ſuch days, being 
fet apart by the Roman Superſtitzon to Conſult the happy Hour among the 
Aſtrologers, proper for the beginning the deſign in hand, 

f Niliariui aureum was a Pillar . ſo call'd, becauſe that from thence 
tHe number of Miles, which meaſur'd all the Roads of Italy, begans 
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one of his Freed-men bringing word that the 
Carpenters were come, which was the ſignal 
agreed upon, he took his leave, pretending to 
look upon a Houſe that was to be fold, and ſo 
ſlipt away in great haſte through a back Paſlage 
of the Palace, to the Rendevouze appointed. 
Others report, that he counterivited himſelf 
ſick of an Ague, and deſir'd the Noble-Men 
that were preſent to make that excule for him, 
if he were enquir'd for. Then clapping him- 
ſelf into a cloſe Sedan, ſuch as wherein the 
Women were wont to be carry'd abroad, he 
haſtew'd dire&ly to the Camp ; but the Sedan- 
men being tir'd by the way, he was forc'd to 
quit his cloſe Chair, and run for it, till his 
Shooe untying, he was forc'd to make another 
{top ; but then the Soldiers impatient of longer 
delay took him up upon their Shoulders, and 
being ſaluted Emperor by his preſent Atten- 
dance, he was brought to the chief Quar- 
ter of the Camp, ſurrounded with drawn 
Swords, and in the midſt of happy Acclamati- 
ons, while all that mec him clos'd in with his 
Party, as if they had been Accamplices in the 
Conſpiracy. There, after he had ſent away 
his Inſtruments to kill Galba and Pifo, he made 
a Speech to win the Hearts of the Soldiers ; 
he promis'd only this, That he would pretend to 
Jo more than only what they ſhould think fit to leave 
872. 

7. Then toward the cloſe of the day, entring 
the Senate, and after a ſhort accompt of the 
Tranſaction, as if he had been hal'd from the 
publick Forum ; and conſitrain'd by violence to 
take the Empire upon him, which however he 
promis'd to manage with their conſent and ge- 
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neral Approbation, he haſten'd to the Palace. 
At whattime, and: which was more than all the 
glozing Acclamations of thoſe that loudly 
flatter'd and congratulated his Advancement, 
being by. the Rabble call'd Nero, he never 
ſhew'd the leaſt ſign of diſguſt ; nay, as ſome 
reported in ſome of his Commiſſions and firſt 
Epiſtles to the Governours of the Provinces, 
he added to his own the Sirname of Nero. 
And certain it is he permitted his Images and 
Statues to be ſet up again in their former Pla- 
ces, and recalFd his Colle&ors and Freed-men 
to the Imployments they enzoy'd before ; and 
the firſt Order which he ſign'd in the hight of 
his Grandeur was for Twelve hunder'd and 
fomerhing more than Fifty thouſand Crowns 
eo finiſh the Golden Houſe. It is reported that 
the ſame Night, being territy*d in his ſleep, he 
was heard to groan ſeveral times after a molt fad 
and diſmal manner; upon which, the Waiters 
running into his Chamber, found him grovling 
upon the Ground at the feet of the Bed ; which 
put him into ſuch a Conſternation,that he endea- 
vour'd afterwards by all forts of expiations to 
attone the Ghoſt of Galba, which as he thought 
had puſh'd and thruſt him out of the Bed. 
The next day likewiſe, while he was Conſult- 
ing the Entrails of the Fowl, being blown 
down by a ſadden Tempeſt, he was often heard 
to mutter to himſelf the following Greek 
Proverb, 


Ti 3 ft #) hf HUNG » 


What mean theſe Blutrings of preſaging Fate ? 
For hat can theſe loud Pipes to me relate ? 
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$. At the ſame time however the German 
Legions had ſworn Allegiance to Vitellis : OF 
which when he had Inte!li-2nce, he propos'd 
to the Senate the tending of Commullioners to 
let them underſtand, that he was already cho- 
fen Emperor, and to periwads then: ro Peace 
and Unity. Nevertheicis by his Meilengers 
and private Letters he ofier'd Vitellizes a {hare of 
the Empire, and his Daughter in Marriage. 
But the War was declar'd, and now the Cap- 
cains and Forces witch Vitellizs tent before ap- 
proaching, he had a jall Tryal of the Courage 
and Fidelity ot the Pretoria Bands, almolt ro 
the utter ruin of the whole Senatorian Order, 
For a Decree had paſt, that a certain quantity 
of Arms ſhould be tranſported to fome other 
place, and to that purpois Þ2 carry'd them on 
Ship-board. Þut while theſe Arms were remov- 
ing out of t3e Camp in the night, certain of the 
Soldiers apprchending there might be Trea- 
Chery in the bottom of the deſign, alarunrd 
all the reſt. Thereupon they ail betook them- 
{elves to their Arms, and in a tumultuous man- 
ner without any certain Leader, ran to the Pa- 
lace, demanding Liberty to put the whole Se- 
nate to the Sword. Art waat time, ſome of 
the Tribunes that oppos'd themielves againſt 
the Torrent, being repulſsd and others ſlain, 
all bloody as they were, they broke into the 
Room where Ortho was at Supper wich fourſcore 
Senators and ſome Ladies of great Quality, de- 
manding where the Emperor was; nor would 
they depart, till {atisty'd with the fight of his 
Perſon. Soon after he ſet forward upon his 
march with great diligence, but with too much 
haſte, as one that neither ſhew'd any reſpect of 
Ie "Wi 4 Religion, 
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Religion, nor care of replacing the Ancil;a or 
Sacred Shields, which had been remov*'d be- 
fore ; a thing that was anciently counted un- 
fortunately Ominous ; and upon that very day 
too that the Prieſts and Adorers of the Mother of 


the Gods begin to Mourn and make their La- 


mentations. In a word, at a time when ſeve- 
ral Prodigies boded nothing bur ill Succeſs. For 
the Victims ſlain to Father Dzs, prov'd favoura- 
ble ; whereas in ſuch kind of Sacrifices unlucky 
Entrails are more defirable. Alſo upon his firſt 
ſetting forward, being retarded by the Inunda- 
tions of Tiber, he found the way ſtopp'd 
again about twenty Miles from Rowe by the 
fall of ſeveral Buildings that were tumbld 
down by accident. 

9. With the ſame inconfiderate raſhnels, 
though it were the Opinion of all Men, that 
*ewas his Intereſt to delay time and ſpin out 
the War, knowing the Enemy to be preſt with 
famine and the narrowneſs of the ways, yet he 
reſolv'd to give them Battel upon the flr{t oppor- 
tunity. Whether impatient of longer trouble, 
and hoping to vanquiſh the foremoſt Troops, 
or precipitated by the military Fury of his Sol- 
diers who preſt him to an Engagement ; yet 
neither was he preſent ac that Fight, but ſtard 
at * Brixillum. In the three firſt- he had the 
better,though they were but inconſiderable; the 
firit ncer the Alpes, the ſecond not far from Pla- 
centia, the third at a place call'd Caftorz; but 
in the laſt, which was the moſt Bloody Con- 
flict, neer |} Bebraicum, he was overthrown by 
Treachery. At what time, under pretence of 
Overtures made, and a Ceſlation of Arms enſu- 
ing, the Soldiers being brought forth as it-were 

| to 
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to accept the Conditions of Peace, the Orhonz- 
ans of a ſudden in the very At of Congratula- 
tion were conſtrain'd to fight ; upon which the 
Emperor preſently took up a Reſolution to kill 
himſelf. As many, am that not withour reaſon, 
conjecture, rather out of a ſhame of pericvering 
any longer in maintaining his Soveraign Dignt- 
ty at the hazard of ſo many Mens Lives and 
the Fortune of the Empire, than out of any 
diſpair or diffidence of his own ftrengr'1; for 


that all his Forces were yet entire which he had 
reſery'd with himſelf for tryal of ſecond Chan- 
ces, befides that great Recruits were marching 
up to him out of Dalmatia, Pannonia, and Miz- 
fia ; nor were the vanquiſh'd ſo cow'd or caſt 
down, bur that they were {till ready to undergo 
any hazard alone in revenge of the lgnominy 
which they had ſuftain'd. 

Io. My own Facher Suetonzs Lens was pre- 
ſent at this Battel, a Tribune of che 'Thirteenth 
Legion of the lower Degree, as being one 
who worethe *lefſer Purple Stud upon his Coat. 
He was wont afterwards frequently to tell us, 
that Orho, when a private Perſon, abominated 
Civil War to that Degree, that upon a ſhort 
recital which a certain Perſon made of the 
end of Brutus and Caſjizrs, he fell a trembling ; 
nor would he have conteſted witn Galza, but 
that he was aſſur'd of affecting his deſign with- 
out a War. More than that, he was encou- 
rag'd to a Contempt of his Lite by the Exam- 
ple of a Common Soldier, who when he 
brought news of the Armies being defeated, 
| Yet found that no body would believe him, 
but rather upbraided him for a Lyar, and a 


Coward that had fled out of the Barte], fell up- 
ON 
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ot his Sword at the Emperors Feet, upon which 
he is ſaid to have cry'd out, That he would ng 
more expoſe to danger ſuch 2orthy and vwell defer- 
wing Perſons for his ſake. Exhorting therefore 
his Brother, is Brothers Son, and the reſt of his 
his Friends to ſhift for themſelves, the belt they 
could, he embrac'd and kils'd them and to ſent 
them away. Aﬀrer which he retir'd into his 
private Cabinet, and wrote two Letters of Con- 
lolation to his Siſter. Others he alſo wrote to 
Meſjalina the Wite of Nero, whom he had de- 
ſign'd to marry, recommending to her the care 
of his Aſhes and his Memory. Then what- 
ever Epiſtles he had by him trom other Men 
he burnt them all, leſt they might fail inco the 
hands of the Conqueror to the prejudice of 
thoſe that wric them ; and laitly he divided all 
the ready Money he had then by tim among 
his Domeſticks. 

11. And now being thus prepar'd and reſolv'd 
to dye, there happen'd a Tumulc in the midſt 
of theſe delays, at what time perceiving that 
the Soldiers apprehended, and detain'd as De- 
ſerters of their Soveraign, all ſuch as begaa to 
{ncak and link out of the Camp, Nay then, let 
us add this night alſo to our Life, cry*d he, and 
fo laying, he farther commanded that no con- 
ftraine ſhould be put upon any Man, and or- 
dering his Bed Chamber Door to be left open 
till lace in the Night, he gave liberty of en- 
trance to all thar came to ſes him. Atrer that 
having quench'd his drouth with a draught of 
cold Water, he took two Daggers, and feeling 
which was the ſharpeſt, laid ir under his Pil- 
low ; which done the Doors were made falt, 
and he beraking himſelf co his reſt fell into a 
mott protound ſleep. By break of day he 
wak'd, 
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wak?*d, and with one blow ſtab'd himfelf un- 
der the left Pap ; preſently his Servant ruſh'd 
in, upon the firſt groan that he gave ; but heex- 
pir'd ſoon after, ſometimes concealing, fome- 
times diſcovering the wound, and was: buried 
with the ſame haſt, according to his own Or- 
der, in the Thirty eighth year of his Age, and 
upon the Ninety fitth day of his Reign. 

12. From a Boay and a Garb like: Orhg's, no 
Man would ever have expected ſo greare a Cou- 
rage. For he was but of a very moderate Sta- 
ture; Splay-foored and turning his Toes in- 
ward ; finical even to Effeminacy ; nor ſufte- 
ring the Hairs of his Body to grow ; and in re- 
oard his Hair was very thin upon his Head, he 
wore a litrle Cap with a Border 1ſo exquitirely 
fitted to it, that it could not be diſcern'd. He 
alſo ſhav'd his Beard every day, and ſmear'd his 
Face over with Bread ſoak'd in Aiſles Milk ; 
which Cuſtom he had obſerv'd ever ſince the 
down began to come upon his Chin, to keep 
his Face ſmooth, and prevent his having any 
Beard. He often allo Sacritic'd publickly to 1/s 
in a Linnen and Religious Veſtment. For 
which reaſon in my Opinion it 1s, that his 
Death being ſo different and unſuitable to his 
manner of Living, he is ſo much the more to 
be wonder'd at. Many of the Soldiers that 
were preſent, with Tears and Lamentations kil- 
ling his Hands and his Feet as he lay, and cry- 
ing him up for a molt Valiant Perſon and match- 
leſs Emperor, at the ſame time ſlew themſelves 
not far from his Funeral Pile. Many that 
were abſent, when they heard the news, for 
very grief, fell together by the ears and kill'd 
one another. Nay a great number of People, 
that 
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that abominated and abhorr'd him while a- 
live, extolPd him to the Skies when he was 
dead; fo that it was the common diſcourſe a- 
mong the People, Thar Galba was ſlain by him, 
wot ſo much out of a deſire of Imperial Dominion, as 
out of a deſign to bave reſtor d the Commonwealth 


to her Priſtin Liberty. 
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Done into Engliſh by F. P. Gent. 
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OME there are who relate the Origi- 
0 ginal of the /itelli; to be various ; o- 
V, thers, to be altogether different ; part- 
'&4_# ly Ancient and Noble; partly up- 
ſtart and obſcure, nay very mean and ſordid. 
Which I ſhould believe to have been occaſion*'d 
by the Reports of his Flatterers on the one tide, 
and his Detractors on the other ſide, but that 
there was fome diſpute ſome time before con- 
cerning the Condition of his Family, There is 
extant a little Book of Q. Eulogizs to O. Vitelli- 
us, Quz/tor, or Treaſurer ac War to Divns Au- 
guſts, wherein it is affirm'd, that the YVireliz, 
deriving their Pedigree irom Faunxs, King of 
the Aborigines, and Vitellia, who in many places 
was worſhipt for a Goddeſs, formerly raign'd 
over all Latium. Of theſe. the remaining Li- 
neage remoy*d themſelves from among _ Sa- 
ines 
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bines to Rowe, and were choſen into the Patr;- 

cian Order, That as Monuments of the Gran: 

deur of their Delcent, che Y:zellian High-way 

was for a long time known, reaching from 

E One of the * Mount Janiculum to the Sea. Alſo a Colony 
ſeven Hills of the ſame name, the defence of which againt 
m Rome, the e/£quicul; they earneltly defir'd, at their 
now call's Gwyn charges. Afﬀterwaids in the time of the 
— Samnitick War, a Garriſon being ſent into Apu- 
ind; the 11a, certain of the Viteli; ſettPd themſelves at 
Church MNuceria ; whoſe Oft-ipring a long time after 
calPd Sc. that, return'd to the City and were admitted 
ow into the Seratcrian Order. On the contrary, 
| ' there are many others, who have reported the 
Founder of the Family to have been a Perſon 

that ſerv'd for his Freedom. Caſſias Sewers, 

with ſeveral others, aflert the ſame Perſon 

to have been a Cobler, whoſe Son having ac- 

quir'd a plentiful Eirate by the Redemption of 
plunder'd Gocds, begatz a Reman Knight up- 

oN a Common Proſtitute, the Daughter of one 
Antiochizs a Baker. But we leave theſe diſputes 

for others to determin. However moſt certain 

it is, that P. Vitellizs, of the Nucerian Family, 
whether deſcended from ancient Lineage, or 

fiom Parents and Anceſtors mean and ignomi- 

nious, was afluredly a Roman Knight, and man- 

nager of Auguſizs's Aﬀairs ; who left four Sons 

of the ſame Sirname, only diſtinguiſh'd by their 

Pr enomens, Aulnms, Quintus, Publins and Lucius ; 

Aulns dy*d in the Conſullbip which he held with 
Domitius, the Father of Nero Ceſar ; otherwiſc 
ſumptuous in his Dyet,and famous for the Magni- 

ficence of his Banquets. Publius, the ſecond Son 


and Germanicus's great Companion,indited Cz. Pi 


fo the morcal Enemy and Murderer of his m—_ 
an 
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and condemr'q him,and after he had been Ho- 
nour'd with the Pretorſhip, being taken among 
the Confederates with Sejanus,and deliver'd into 
the cuſtody of his Brother, he cut his own Veins 
with a Penknife,: and when he had done, van- 
quiſh'd rather by the importunity of his Friends, 
rather than out of any Repentance for what he 
had acted, ſuffering his Wounds to be bound 
and cur'd, ficken'd under the ſame Cuſtody and 
dy'd. Lucius, after his Conlulfhip, being made 
Governour-of Syria, by meer dint of Policy won 

Artabanus King of the Parth:ans,not only to give 

him a meeting, but.alſo to co homage to the En- 
ſigns of the Legions. Afterwards, with Claudius; 
when Emperor, he held two Conſilſhips in his 

own Right, and the Office of Cenlor beſides. 
He alſo manag'd the Aﬀairs of the whole Em- 

pire in the ablence of Cl/andins upon his Expe- 

dition into Great Britrain; a Perion no leſs In- 

nocent than Induſtrious, but notoriouſly ſcan- 

dalous for the love which he bare to one of his 

enfranchiz'd Bond-women, with whole Spittle 

mix'd with Honey he was wont to toment his 

Arteries and Chaps, not in private or ſ-lJiom, 

but every day and publickly, whoever was in 

the Room) | 


q Fd aq 
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2.The ſame Perſon,as he had a wonderful gife * x. was 
of Flattery, was the fir{t who ordain'd thar Caius the Culion: 
C2/ar ſhould be ador'd as a God, when retura 7 911 of 


ing out of Syria, he would not adventure tO ap- 


the Ancient 
Romans, 


proach his Preſence but with his tleau wraptin þ.; yh, 
a vail, firſt * turning abour his Folly, then fal- mf 314: 
ling proſtrate. And that he might omit no - 2% 
ArTons, 
when they ador'd their Tdols to clap their right hahds to their Lips, with t'. 
Fore- finger reſting upon the extended Thuinb, and then to turn about the b1: 
to the Right, Tn the Ceremony of Adoration, ſays Pliny, we carry on: 


Right Hands to our Lips, and curn about the whole Body. 
1 n means 
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means to gain the Favour of Claudius, who was 
extreamly tond of his Wives and eniranchis'd 
Bond-men, he begg*d of Meſſalina, as the great- 
eſt Boon ſhe could beſtow upon him, that he 
might have the honour ro pull off her Shooes; 
* The Ro- Which being granted,he drew off her right * Slip- 
man Za- per, and thruſt it into his Bofom, between his 
dies Slip- yeſt and his Tunick, where he carry'd it con: 
= ; were finually, and many times would pull it forth to 
eld Soc. KiS it. Alfo he worthipt the Golden Statues of 
culi, aud + Narciſſus and Pallas among the reſt of his Houl: 
many times hold Gods. And in his Congratulation to Clau 
rarryy dius, when he folemniz'd the Secular Plays, he 
with G2 Would make frequent repition of theſe words, 
and ſet Spe facizs, mailt thou oiten do the lame. 


with Prect- . 4-43 | : 
a5 Stones. If Meſſalina's were ſuch a one, Vitellius had no badBargain. 


+ Two of Claudius's enfranchis'd Slaves. 
3. He dy'd of a Palſie, the next day after the 


Fit ſeiz'd him ; leaving two Sons behind him, 

which he had by Sextilia a Lady moſt eminent 

for her Vertue, and of no mean Deſcent, and 

whom he liv'd to fee Conſuls; both the ſame, 

and during the whole year, the younger {ſuc 
ceeding the elder for ſix Months. Atrer Is 
deceate, the Senate honour'd him with a pub 

lick Funeral ; as alſo with a Statue 

þ Or Place of Commen ereGted betore the || Roſtra, with this 


Pleas. It was azyd- Tyſcription, IMMOVEABLE IN 


I» Edifice, in manner of HIS FIDELITY TOWARD HE | | 


1112 Body of a Cathedra! 


Church, beautiffd with PRINCE. Aulus Vitellius, the Empe Þ 


the Stems of , ſeveral ror,and SOn Of Lscius,was born npot 


Ships, wpich the RO- the Eighth of the Kalends of Ofeber, 
or as loine will have it, Upon the S& ; 
Sea- Engazge- venth of the Ides of September, Dri : 


mans wnjrom the Peo- 
ple of Antzum in a me- 
morable 


' ment. ſus Ce/ar, and Nerbanus Flaccus being 


Conluls 


Vir ELLIUS, 
Conſuls. His Parents dreaded after ſuch a man- 
ner his Nativity, foretoid by the Afſtrologers, 
that his Father made it his chief buſineſs, that 
no Province might be committed to his charge 
while he was a live,and his Mother bewail'd him 
for a loft Man, when being ſent to the Legions, 
ſhe heard , he was ſalured Emperor. During 
his Childhood, and the firſt years of his Ado- 
leſcency, he reſided at Caprez, among the 7;- 
berian Catamites ; infomuch that he himſelf was 
no leſs branded with the perpetual Sirname of 
Male Proſtitute ; and the Beauty of his Body 
was thought to have been the firſt occaſion of 
his Father's Advancement. | 

4. In the ſucceeding years of 'his Age, con- 
taminated with all manner of Vice, he enjoy'd 
one of the moſt Conſpicuous Stations in the 
Court; as having gain'd a familiarity with 
Caizs for his excellency in Chariort-driving ; 
and no lefs belov'd by Claudirs for his Atﬀecttion 
to gaming. But ſtill more gracious with Nero, 
as welt for his Endowments before mention'd, 
as for his peculiar Merit. For that preſiding at 


the * Nerczean Tryals of Skill, and finuing Ne- * Muſick, 


ro deſirous to make one of the Competitors a- Wreſtling, 
h 41d Riding 


or Forſe- 


mong the Harpers, yet not confident enoig 


4 


to adventure, and therefore wichdrawing out ,,,;,,; 


of the Theater, notwithſtanding the earnett 
Importunity of the whole Aflembly, He fol- 


| low'd the young Emperor cloſe at the Heels, 


and as if he had undertaken to intercede in 
behalt of the People perſevering in cheir ardent 
Requeſt, he brought him back as one that ar 
length had ſuffer'd himſelf to be ovet-rul'd. 

5- Thus through the kind Indulgence cf 
three Princes, being enrich'd not only by ths 


H h 2 Horus 


— 


{ 
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Honours which they heap'd upon him, but the 
moſt ample Priefthoods which he -enjoy'd by 
vertue of their favour, he obtain'd the-Procon- 
ſulſhip of Africa, and held the, Office beſides of 
Surveyor of the publick Buildings, ' with a de- 
ſign and Reputation alrogerher different, For 
in the Province he behav'd himſelf with a fin 
eular Integrity for two years together, when he 
was ſubſticuted Legate to his Brother that ſuc- 
ceeded him. But while he held his City Em- 
ployment, he is ſaid ro.make hold with many of 
the Gifts and Ornaments of the Temples, and 
to have exchang'd others, putting Pewter and 
Braſs gilt in the Room of Gold and Silver. 

6. He marry'd Petronio, the Daughter of a 
Conſulays Perſon, by whom he had a Son blind 
of one Eye. This Son when his Mother ſignt- 
f'd her. reſolutian to make him her Heir, 1o 
ſoon as he was out of his Fathers Guardian- 

ſhip, he . forthwith relegs'd from 


* This was done by ſel- his Paternal * ſubje&tion, Afterwards 


ling the Son by . an ima- 
. ginary ſale to another 


he put him to death, having. firſt ac- 


hs . . 1. "OT" 
anard's e cus'd bum of an intended Pari icide, 
Father in Truſt. of and el Sa hs that out-of re- 


whom the Natural Fa- morce of 


anſcience he;.had drank 


62rggyas Wire reg the Poy.on which he had prepar'd 
bad then be $44 bs 1; for his Father, Soon after he mar- 
berty. Which imaginary .- Ty 'd Galeria Fundana, whoſe . Father 


ſale was cail'd Emanci- had been Prztor, by whom he had 


Patio. 


Hue a Son and a Daughter : But the 
Son ſo unfortunate through the ſhortneſs - of his 
Tongue that he could hardly ſpeak. _ 

7. By Galbs he was ſent into the Lower Ger- 
74zay contrary to the Opinion of all Men. But 
mott believe that he was afliſted in that Afﬀeair 
by the ſuffrage of 7: Vimmins, who at that time 

bore 


ViteLlLiins, 


bore a great ſway ; and to whom he had bcen 
reconciFd fome time before, through the com- 
mon Affe&ion which they had both to the ſame 
Faction. Unleſs it were that Galba thoughe 
with himſelf, that none were leſs to be fear'd 
then ſuch as only minded their Bellies ; and 
that certainly within the Circuit of a Province 
| he might find Food and variety ſufficient to fa- 
| tishe his voracious Appetite ; and then it is ap- 
parent that he was choſen rather out of Con- 
| tempt than Favour. Certain it is, that when 
he was ready to ſet forward on his Journey, he 
wanted Money to buy him ſuſtenance, being 
reduc'd to ſo much poverty at home, that atter 
p he had hid up his Wife and Children, which 
he left at Rome, in a hir'd Garret, he let out his 
Houle for the remaining part of the year ; and 
was forc'd to pawn a Pearl which he took 
trom a Pendent in his Mothers Ear, to defray 
the Expences of hisJourney. Nor could he re- 
move the Tumult of his Creditors that croud- 
ed about his Doors to arreſt him, eſpecially the 
) Simueſſans and Formians, whoſe Tributes he had 
| imbezl'd, cill he threaren'd to accuſe 
them of making * undue Demands. I. —_ Keg 
For tarie was known chat formal egg” remand 
d Freeman who dunn'd hi licel rr A oy be 
nn (1 NiMm a utfie RO which was not Nx right 
- 
5 


\ 


ſeverely, under pretence that His Cre- #9 pay. The Penalty of 

ditor had kickt him, by which means " ps ” as -qgenpe 

he extorted from him fifty Sefterces Ho. Define: his Cas 

before he would releaſe him. When and Damages. © 

he arriy'd in the Province; the 

Soldiers, that had but little kindneſs for the Em- 

peror, and were ready prepar'd for any new 
diſturbances, receiy'd him with open Arms as a 


= 0 Perſon 


= I TW v7 


The LIFE of 
Perſon ſent them by the Gods ; the Son of one 
that had been three times Conſul, and a Man 
of ancaſie and Prodigal Temper. Which old 
Opinion and conceiv*d Charater of himſelf 
Vitellius had renew'd and augmented by frefh 
Experiments, all along the Road kifling every 

# Common Soldier that he met ; and curteous to 
excel; co all the Mule-drivers and Travellers in 
all the Kitchens and Carriers Ordnaries where 
he came; inſomuch that in. the Morning he 
would ask them Man by Man, whether they 
had Breakfaſted or no? and then belching in 
their Faces, give them to underſtand that he had 
been at it already. | 

Ss. When he came to quarter in the Camp, 

he refus'd to none whatever they defir'd of him. 
The Infamous he reftor'd to Reputacion, by gi- 
ving them leave to cancel the Brands of their 
Infamy ; the Guilty he permitted to lay aſide 
their ſordid Habit, and releas'd the condemned 
from their Crimes, Wherefore ere a Month was 
fully paſt, wichout any regard had either to the 

* Whether * Day or + Time, in che Evening of a ſudden 

—— " he was hurry'd out of his Bed-Chamber, juſt as 

+ Becauſe Þ& was in his Night Gown, and by the Soldiers 

the Morn- ſaluted EMPEROR, and carry'd about through 
ing was the all the moſt noted Villages adjoyning, holding 

— the Sword of Divus Falius in his Hand, which 
| the £1. A Certain Soldier having taken down out of the 
trail; of Temple of Mars, gave him into his Hand, when 
the Beaſts he was firſt ſaluced : Nor did he return to the 
wm e te) Pretorium, till they ſaw his Dining Room all in 
preegn by 5, 4 Blaze, occaſion'd by the Fire taking hold of 
rable En- the Chimney. At what time the Soldiers be- 
terprize. Ing all in a Conſternation, and anxiouſly cot 


cern'd at the fight of ſuch an unlucky Omen, 
| Be 


VireLLiu s. 


Be of good Courage, he cry” d, # ſhines upon Us, 
and that was all that ever he ſaid upon his Exal- 
tation. After this, the Legions of the upper 
Province(which had before revolred from Galba 
to the Senate,) having declar'd for him, by 
common conſent they tender 'd him the 211name 
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of GERMANICUS, which he accepred very * As being 
readily, delay'd to afſume the Title of AU- © Name 


GUSTUS, and always refus'd that of * CeASAR. 


which the 
Cruelties 


of Nero and the bad Management of his Predeceſſors had rendei'd odio 


to the Commonwealth, 


9. Soon after the Tidings of Galba's murder 
being brought to the Camp, he made haſte to 
ſettle the German Aﬀairs, and divided his Forces 
into two Bodies; conſidering with himſelf 
which to ſend againſt Orhs, and which to lead 
in Perſon. Proſperouſly it fell out, that a joy- 
tul Omen encourag'd the firſt Diviſion of che 
Army that march'd before. For an Eagle of a 
ſudden flying from the Right hand, after ſhe 
had rounded all the Enſigns with expande@ 
Wings, takes a ſlow flight before the Vanguard 
of the Body. On the other ſide, it happen'd 
wnen the Emperor himſelf mov'd, that the Sta- 
tues repreſenting the Order of Knighthood, of 
which there were many in ſeveral places erected 
to his Honour, tell down altogether with their 
Legs broken; and the Laurel with which he 
had moft Religiouſly begire his Brows, dropt 
off into the Stream, as he paſt over. Soon af: 
ter at Yzenna as he fate before the Tribunal hear- 
ing Cauſes, a Dunghill-Cock firſt clapt himſelf 
upon his Shoulder, and then upon his Head, 


All which unlucky Portents the Event con-* 


firm'd ; for that he was not able to hold faſt the 
Empire which his Lieatenants had fo well ſe- 


_ Eur'd him. Hh 4 1o [ig 
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10.Intelligence had been given him of the Vi- 
ory at Bebriacum, and theDeath of Ocho, while 
he was yet.in Gala; and therefore without any 
more delay, by one Edid at the fame time pro- 
mulgated he disbhanded whatever remain'd of 
the Pretor:an Cohorts, guilty all along of moſt 
* As being X p2rnicions Example, commanding the Tri- 
i rd bunes to deliver up their Arms. Of which 
ed Galba Pretorian Bands he causd a Hunder d and 
znd Ocho, Ewenty to be diligently ſought after, whoſe 
and ſlight- Hands he had found afhx'd ro Papers, wherein 
=_—_ Au- they demanded a Reward for the murder. of 
rey Galba,.and order'd them to be publickly execu: 
and People, ted. Nobly and Magniticencly done, and that 
took, upon which gave great hopes of a moſt Excellent 
them to Prince, had he not manag'd other things more 
7 according to his own Nature, and at the rate of 
©2755 his former Life, than with regard to the Maje- 
ity of the Empire. For having began his 
March out of Gal/ia, he rode through the mid- 
tile of all the Cities with a Triumphal Pomp ; 
and crols'd the Rivers in ſumptuous Barges, 
deckt and trim'd with Garlands of all ſorts, and 
crouded with Tables ſpread with all manner of 
coſtly Viands, without any regard of Domelſtick 
or Mihitary Diſcipline, and turning the Rapines 
and petulant Enormities of his Soldiers into 
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Mockery and Jeaft ; who not contented to be 


publickly feafted where ever they came, ſet at 
liberty whatever Slaves they pleag'd ; beating, 
wounding, and fometimes threatning death to 
thoſe that retiſted.; and as he paſs'd through the 
Fields where the late Battels had been fought, 
when 1ome ſtopt their Noſes at the. ſtench of 
the pautrif'd Carcaſles, he upbraided their nice- 
nels with-this bloody and dereſtable y—_—_ 

1 That 


*s 
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That the ſmell of a ſlain Enemy was a ſweet ſa- 
wvour, but more eſpecially that of a Citizen.  Ne- 
vertheleſs, as an Antidote againſt the noiſom 
perfume, he drank as he rode along whole 
Rummers of new Wine, and with the ſame Pre- 
fumption and Vanity order'd the Cups to go 
round among his Followers. Beholding a 
Stone with an Inſcription to the Memory of 
Otho, Truly, laid he, the Man was worthy of ſuch 
a Mauſoleum; and as for the Dagger with which 
he ſlew himſelf, he ſenr it to the Colony of 
Strashurgh, there to be Conſecrated to Mars. 
Upon the Top of the Appenine he ſpent a whole 
Night in nocturnal Revelling. 

11. He enter'd the City with a noife of * This was 
Trumpets in a Rich * Paludamentum, girt with * Hilitary 
his Sword, in the midſt of the Banners and —_ 
Enſigns ; His Retinue following in their Sol- zur the 
diers Coats, and with their Swords drawn. After General 
that, ftill more and more contemning all Laws Pe, 
both Divine and Humane, upon the | Fatal _ 
day wherein the Romans loſt the Battel of pj, $car- 
Allia, he enter'd into the Office of the High- let and 
Prieſthood. He put off the Afemblies for E- 69/4 Lace. 


lection of Magiſtrates from Ten years to Ten 7 Winch 
day was ſet 


. years, and made himſelf perpetual Conful: ,1,, 4 


And that no Man might queftion what Pat- ojerv/d e- 
tern he intended to make choice of for the very year 
Government of the Commonweal, being aflift- #& © /- 
lemn day of 


ed by a numerons Aſſembly of the publick ,,.:::.-" 


| Prieſts, he offer'd a Funeral Sacrifice to the gz; where- 
| Ghoſt of Nero in the midſt of the Field of in the an- 
Mars. Afterwards at a ſolemn Banquet, he <#nt Ro- 


mans did 


| cal | 1 1 

| call'd to the Harper to ſing ſomething in," 
praiſe of Domitizs, who thereupon beginning of buſineſs- 

| One of Nero's Commendations of the ſame | 


Emperor 
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Emperor, he was the firſt that ftood up and 
clave the Muti-1an. 

12. After ſuch a hopeful beginning as this, 
he ſurrender'd rhe greateſt ſhare of the Goverr . 
ment to be manag'd by the Counſel, or rather 
ac the Will and Pleaſure of every Infamous 
Stage-player, and Chariot-driver, more e- 
ſpecially of Afaticus his enfranchis'd Slave. 
This Male Profticute, when bur very young, 
after his Maſter and he had mutually for ſome 
time defil'd each other, weatied with his Pa- 
cron's Importunity, ran away from him : At- 
terwards Virellzzes retaking him at Puteolv, where 
he was ſeliing ſower Wine and Water mix*d to- 
gether to the poor People to get a Penny, caſt 
him into Irons, but ſoon enlarg*d him, and fa- 
vour'd him with the choiceſt of his Careſſes. 
Bur then again not enduring his Contumacy 
and churlith ill Nature, he fold him to a Fer 
cer ; from whom, nor long atter, he took his 
opportunity to ſteal him again, being reſerv'd 
by his Maſter-:co conclude the ſport of the day 
and as ſoon as he was in poſſeſſion of his Pro- 
vince, gave him his Freedom. Moreover the 
firſt day that he appeard as Emperor, he fut- 
ter'd him to wear Gold Rings, which at Supper 
he beſtow'd himſelf npon him ; though in the 
Morning, when all the Oincers made it their re- 
_ queſt in the Slaves behalf, he ſeem'd to abomi- 
nate ſuch a ſtain of the Order of the Roman 
Knighthood. 

13. He was addicted to all forts of Vices, but 
chiefly tro Luxury and Cruelty ; he always made 
three Meals a day, ſometimes four, not content- 
ing himſelf with Breakfaſt, Dinner and Supper, 
unleſs he had his Collation afterwards; all 
which he could cafily bear, out of a habit } 
which | 
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which. he had got of readily diſcharging his 
Stomach. He would allo appoint where to 

ſup, where to debauch the ſame day. And 

happy he that entertain'd him who could come 

off for Ten thouſand Crowns at one fitting. 

But above all the reſt the moſt famous Supper 

was that which was made him by his Brother 

to welcom him to the City, at which time as it 

is reported, no leſs than Two thouſand 

Diſhes of Fiſh, and Seven thouſand of Fowl, 

all Rarities in Seaſon were brought to the Ta-. 

ble : Only he himſelf exceeded chis Feſtival at 

his Dedication of his * Great Platter, which by © This 
reaſon of its extraordinary largeneſs he call'd —_— 7 
the Buckler of Minerva, dtjids mnitys. This ttlarrs- 
Platter he filld with an Ogl;o conſiſting of the lares, ar 
Livers of Thornbacks, the Brains of Pheaſancs, fue and 
and Peacocks, the Tongues of Phenicopters, and + mae" p 
te Milky Guts of Mullets; for which the Bowels ne 

of the Ocean were ranſackt, from the Carpa- which if it 
thian Sea to the Streights of Spain, by the Ma- were as big 
ſters of the Roman Ships and Gallics. A Man that 
not only of an unſatiable and bottomleſs Appe- -——i 
tite, but ſo unſeaſonable and ſordid wirhal, ,,,t- at 
that whether he were upon a Journey, or offe- athens, 
ring Sacrifice, he could not forbear from ſnatch- was ſx 
ing the Fleſh of the Victim, and the parch*d 1 
Barly from the Altars; nor from tearing the endo 
Victuals from the Cooks Stalls in the Streets, rence. 


whether ſteaming hot, or of yeſterdays drefling 


_ and the leavings of others. 


14. Nor was any Man more Cruelly in- 
clin'd to put People to death, whoever were 
the Perſons, or let the cauſe be what ic would ; 
ſo that there was no fort of Treachery which 
he did not make uſe of to murder ſeveral of the 

Nobility, 
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Nobility his School-tellows and Companions, 
aiter he had us'd all manner of allurements but 
only that of ſharing with him in the Empire 
to intice them to their Ruine; and to one he 
gave with his own hand a venomous draught 
mix'd in a Cup of cold Water, which the 
Perſon call'd for in the Fit of a Fever. But as 
for the Ulſurers, Scriveners or Publicans, that 
had ever either demanded any Debt of him at 
Rome, or Duties upon his Travails, he hardly 
ſpar'd one- Among which there was one, who 
coming to kiſs his Hand, was by him com- 
 manded to be apprehended, and forthwith car- 
ry*dto the place of Execution ; but being pre- 
ſeatly recall'd,. while all the Standers-by began 
to applaud his Mercy, he caus'd him to be exe- 
Ccuted betore his Pace, laying with all, That he 
bad a mind to feed his Eyes ;, and at the ſame time 
he commanded the two Sons, that with all ſub- 
miſſion 1nterceded for their Father, to be put 
to the ſame death. A certain Romay Knight, 
being dragg d to: Execution, and crying out, 
Thou art my Heir, he preſently caus'd him to 
ſhew his Will ; but finding that the Knight had 
made his eniranchis'd Bond-man joint Executor 
with him, he commanded both the Knight and 
Freed Servant to be executed both together. 
He alſo put ſeveral of the common People to 
death, for no other reaſon in the world but only 
| becauſe they had. wiſh'd ill to the Faction of 
the Vent: ; believing they did it in contempt of 
 tyus.Perfon, and encourag'd by new hopes. But 
againſt no fort of People was he. ſo much im 
bicter*d,; as 'again{t the Fortune-tellers, and 4: 
ftrologers ; of which number if any were accusd 
before him they were never Jjufferd to Plead 
| for themſelves, bue were immediately con- 
| demn'd. 
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demn'd. The more exaſperated, for that after 
he had publiſh*d an Edie, commanding all For- 
tune-tellers and Aftrologers to depart the City 
and all 7aly, before the Kalends of Offober ; there 
was a Libel diſperc'd about the Streets, in theſe 
words, And the Chaldeans Decree, * 4 good AF, 

that Vitellius Germanicus ceaſe to be before that 07 of 
ſame Day of the Kalends. He was alſo ſuſpeted af OT 
to have had a hand in the death of his Mother ; azſwerable 
as if he had forbid the giving her any nouriſh- *o «wr In 
ment when ſhe lay ſick : Upon the Propheſje of —a_ ry 

a certain German Witch, in whoſe Predictions "OE 
he very much rely*d, That he ſhould Reign ſecure 

and long, if he ſurviv'd his Mather. Others re- 

port, that out of a deteſtation of his preſent 
Proceedings, and dread of his foreſeen Calami- 

ties, ſhe begg'd of her Son a draught of Poy- 

lon, which he was calily perſwaded to give 

her 


15. In the Eight Month of his Reign the Ar- 


* Which - 


him ; alfo in the Parts beyond the Seas, the Ju- Servia, 
dean and Syrian Legions, of which ſome ſware |, Prom. 
Fealty to Veſpaſzan preſent among them, others in ravia. 
his abſence. Therefore to retain the afteRion 

and favour of the reſt, there was no profuſion 
which he ſpar'd either publickly or in private. 

He alſo made Levies of Men in the Cicy, with 
Conditions, that after the Victory all the Vo- 
luntzers ſhould' not only be again disbanded, 

but enjoy all the Benefits and Privileges of Ve- 

rerans that had ferv'd out their full cime. But 
then the Enemy preffing hard upon him 'both _ 


| by Sea and Land, to the one he oppos'd his 


Brother with his Navy, the raw Soldiers and 


Gladiators; to the other the Commanders and 
Forces that lay at Bebriacum, However, being 


every 
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every where either vanquiſh'd or betray'd, he | 
' contracted with Flavizs Sabinus to ſecure his 
Life for Five and twenty hunder'd thouſand 
Crowns ; and immediately ſhewing himſelf up- 
on the ſteps of the Palace before a numerous | 
Throng of Armed Soldiers,he declar'd Hz dejire | 
7o reſign the Empire which he had accepted againſt | 
hz Will ; but the Multitude oppoſing his Reſo- | 
Jution, he alter'd his mind for a time. Bur aft: | 
ter he had conſulted with himſelf in the Night, | 
by break of day, miſerably Habited, he re- | 
pair'd to the Roſtra, and there again with Tears | 
in his Eyes, repeated the ſame words, though in | 
writing. But then again the Soldiers and the 
People interrupting him, and encouraging him 
not to be caſt down, with a promiſe of their ut- 
moſt Afliſtance, he took heart again, and of a 
ſadden ſetting upon Sabin and the reſt of the 
Flavians, ſuſpe&ting nothing, he drove them 
into the Capizol, and there ſetting Fire to the 
Temple of the moſt Mighty and Holy Fupiter, 
deſtroyd them altogether, while he himſelf be- 
held both the Conflict and the conſuming 
Flames from the 7iberian Palace, ſumptuouſly 
Feaſting and Gormandizing all the while. But 
not long after repenting of what he had done, 
and caſting the blame upon others, he ſummon'd 
an Aſſembiy, where he both ſwore himſelf and 
caus'd others to ſwear, That there was nothing \t0 
him more ſacred then the Publick Tranquility. Then 
* looſening his Dagger from his ſide, he proffer'd 


that he re- it firſt to the Conſul, afterwards, upon his retu 


{al, to the Magiltrates, and by and by to every 
Senator in particular; but when no body would 
receive it, he departed as if he intended to have 
laid it up in the Temple of CONCORD. Ne- 


vertheleſs when ſome cry'd out, That be bimſelf 
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was Coneord, he return'd and vow*'d not only to 

keep the Weapon, but to aflume the Sirname of 

CONCORD ; and perſwaded the Senate to ſend + of whoſe 

certain Commiſiioners attended by the * Veſtal rmerceſſion 

Virgins, to defire either Peace, or at leaſt ſome the Ro- 

time for deliberation. | mans al-. 
16. The next day while he ſtaid in expeQa- _—o _ 

tion of an anſwer, news was brought him by ;; exrremi- 

one of the Scouts, that the Enemy advanc'd, ty of dan- 

and was at hand: Upon that he hid himſelf up ger, or for 

in a cloſe Sedan, with no more than only two the m_ 

in his Company, his Cook and his Baker, and _—_ 

privately took his flight toward Aventinum, an 

his Paternal Sear, by that means to make his e- 

ſcape into Campania. By and by upon a flight 

and uncertain Rumour that his Peace was ob- 

tain'd, he ſuffer'd himſelf to be carry'd back to 


' the Palace. Where finding all things forlornly 


deſolate, and that his Friends every moment 
flunk from him, he girt himſfelr wich a Girdle 
quilted full of Gold, and fled tothe Porters Lode, - 
where he ſhut himſelf up, after he thad ry'd a 
great Dog betore the” Door, againſt which he 
likewiſe ſet the Bed and Beditead. 

I7. By this time the Avant Curriers of the 
main Body had broke into the Palace, and find- 
ing no reſiſtance, tell a ranfacking, as is uſual, 
every Chink and Corner. By them he was 
haul'd out of his-ſculking hole, and being by 
them demanded 7/ho he was, (for he wasto them 
unknown) and whether he knew Virtellius ; at firſt 
he evaded the Queſtion with a Lye, but being 
at length diſcover'd, he begg'd with all the Im- 
portunity imaginable, under pretence that he 
had ſomething to diſcloſe, which highly con- 
cern'd Yeſpaſian's welfare, that he might in che 
mean time be committed to ſafe cuſtody. But 
nothing 
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nothing would ſerve his turn; for after they 
had bound his Hands behind him, and caft a | 
Rope about his Neck, they dragg'd him with 
his Garments all torn, half naked, into the 

Market Place, no lefs ſcurrillous in their Lan- | 
guage, than their Actions toward him, all a- | 
.. long the length of the Sacred or High Street of | 
the City, pulling his Head backward by the | 
Hair, as they ſerve Capital Offenders, and | 
holding the Point of a naked Sword under his | 
Chin, to make him ſhew his Face; while o- 
thers. beſmear'd him with Ordure and Dirt, | 
and others calPd him Fire-brand and Platter- 
mower; and many of the Rabble alſo upbraid- 
ed him wich the defects of. his Body. For he 
was prodigiouſly Tall, Pimple-fac'd, by reaſon | 
of his exceflive drinking, and lame of one | 
Leg, as having formerly receiv'd a bruiſe from 
a Chariot, through his double diligence to Caizy, 
in one ot his Careers. At length they brought 
* Or Com- him to the * Gemonia, where by ſtabbing him 
mon Place gently with {ſmall pricks at a time, they tor- 
_ tur'd him to death by degrees; and thence 
Fey dragg*d along with a Hook they flung his mor- 


tiff d Carcaſs into Tiber. - | | 
18. And thus dy'd Vitellizs, together 'with 
his Brother and his Son in the ftifry feventh 
year of his Age. Nor did he tail the Con- 
Jecture of thoſe, who foretold that by the O- 
men which happen'd to him at Vienna, nothing 
elſe was portended,. but that' he ſhould fall 
into' the Power of ſome one Perſon: of Gallick 
Birth. For he was apprehended by Antonin 
Primus, a Commander of the contrary Party ; 
who being born at Tholoſe, was call'd by the 
Name of Beck when he was a Boy, which fig- 

nifies the Bill of a Cock. | 
THE 
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Done into Ergliſh by N. S. Gent. 
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[. \ A 7 Hen the Roman Empire was thus re- 
duc'd to extremity-.and a totter- 
ing condition by the Rebellion 

and ſlaughter of three Ulurpers; 

2t length the Flavian Family reſtor'd it to its 
priſtine Luſter. A Family *cis true but mean and 
obſcure, and no way ennobl'd with the Statues 
of Illuſtrious Anceſtors. But of which howe- 
ver the Commonwealth had no reaſon to re- 
pent, though Domitian {tain'd it again with 
his Avarice and Cruelty, for which he was 
made an Example. Titus Flavins Petro was an 


admitted Citizen of * Keare ; in the Civil War * Now .. 


whether a Centurion in Pompeys Army, or a 
Volunteer is uncertain. However ke fled from 


the Rouc at Phar/alia and retir'd home. Where ander the 
after he had got his Pardon, and diſcharge F«ri/ai* 
trom Milicary Employment, he became a = of * 


Li |  Broaker 
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Broaker for the Redemption of 

* For Argentary Coai- * Forfeitures and Seizures put to pub- 
ons were the Colletttons 1;o;, Tale. His Son Sirnam'd Sabin 
of Money upon the Sale l . x , , 
of forfeited and ſeixd UnSkilful in Warlike Aﬀairs, (though 
Goods; which there ſome will have him to have been the 
were a ſort of Perſons Chiet Centurion of one of the Legi- 
\@r2 —_— —_ ons, and diſcharg'd of his Oath by 
GS and fell « reaſon of Sickneſs) was a Colletor 
gain to the owners fora Of the Fortieth Penny in Aa: 
moderate profit, and by where he behav'd himſelf with that 
that means got a good moderation, that the Cities erected 
rp = = Statues to his Memory 'with this In- 
vius follow. ſcription , KAAQ'S TEAQNH'SANTI, 
To the Hineſt Publican. Atterwards 

he went into He/wvetiz, where he lent out Mo- 

ney at Intereſt, and there dy'd, leaving behind 

T Now him his Wite, Ve/paſia Polla, and two Children, 
Paige of which the eldeſt Sabinus arrived to be Go- 
in Umbria, vernour of the City, the youngeſt was advanc'd 
under the to the Emnire. Pella was deſcended from a ve- 
Pope's Jie ry good Family in } Nurfa, her Father being 
—_— Veſpaſins Polio, three times a Tribune, or Colo 
of the a. nel of Foot, whoſe Brother alſo was a Senator 
pennine, Of Pretoriay Dignity, Moreover the place allo, 
fix Miles where ſeveral Monuments of the Ye/paſiz are yet 
frm the to be ſeen, {till bears che name of Veſpeſie to this 
FAR = day, upon the top of a Hill ſix Miles from 
| Spolero, Nur/ia, ih the Road to [| Spoletum ; which clear 
ander the 1y evinces the Splendor and Anriquity ot the Fa- 
Jwifati- ily. I will not deny but that itis by ſome re- 
Poje, of ported, that Perro's Father was born beyond 
which place the Pce, and that he was one of thoſe that were 
Cardinal wont to travel out of Umbria among the S+ 
Barberini, þ;yes, and there hire themſelves out at ſmall 
afterwards Wages to manure their Ground. But that he 


U b n the » o o Ll 
VIIL was Ietth'd at Reate, where he alſo marry'd his Wile. 
But 
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But for my own part I have ſearch'd with all 
the Curioſity imaginable, but never yet could 
find the leaſt Footitep of any Authority to per- 
ſwade me to believe it. | 

2. VESPASTAN was born in the Country of 
the * Sabives in a ſmall Village, call'd by the * Now: 
name of + Phalacrine, the Seventeenth of Ny- Umbria. 
vember toward the Evenin$,in the Couſulſhip of _ eV 
Q. Sulpitins Camerinzs, and C. Peppans Sabinns, name Df 
five years before the deceaſe of Auguſtus, and Falacrino. 
was brought up by Tertullia, his Grand-mother 
by the Fathers fide, in a Farm ſhe had adjoyn- 
ing to [| Coſſa, Wheretore when he came to the || Now 
Empire, he frequently viſited this Place, where Anſedo- 
he had been bred op in his Infancy, without a- _— = Bs 
ny alteration of the Houſs from what it was, i 3g 
that he might not be depriv'd of: what his Emperor 
Eyes had been accuſtom'd to fee. Belides he fo Charles 
highly honour'6 th2 Memory of his Grand-Mo- an, 
ther,that upon Sylemn and Feſtival daysHhEdran k font « fnal 
out of a lictle Silver Tumbler, that had been hers;llage un- 
in her life time. When he came to put on the der the 
Gown of Manhood, for a long time he refus'd the P*& 
broad Purple Strd, 6: Senators Habit, though Sn 
his Brother had afiun'd it; nor could he be pre- 
vail'd with to demand it, till che Iaportuniries | 
of his Mother over-ruFd him, rather »y. her . 5. -- 
reproaches than her entreaties and Maternal © © 
Authority, who would ofcen in derition. call 
him his Brothers Uther. In Thrace he terv'd as 
a Collonel of Foot. When he came to be 
Quzfſtor, he obtain'd by Lot the Provinces of 


| Creet and Cyrene. When he ſtood Candidate 


for the Edile's Office, and after that for the Pre- 
torſhip, he obtain'd the firſt with much ado, 
and that too in the fixth Place. But the Chief 

Fi 2 Pretorſhip 
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Prxtorſhip was granted him upon his firſt Re- 
queſt. In which Office, having taken a diſ- 
guſt againſt the Senate, he omitted no manner 
of {edulity to gain the Favour of Caizs, he de- 
manded permitlion to exhibit extraordinary 
Shews, upon the Victory which the Emperor 
had obtain'd in Germany ; and added to the Pu- 
niſhment of the Confpirators, that their exe- 
cuted Bodies ſhould be caſt forth upon the Sub- 
urb Mixens unburied. He alſo return'd him 
thanks in a full Senate, for that he had vouch- 
Jlafed him the Honour of inviting him to 
Supper. 

3. Much about the ſame time he marry'd 
Flavia Domitilla, who had formerly been a 
Slave to Statillizs Capella, a Gentleman of Rowe, 


born at Sabrata, and by him brought out of 


Africa into Italy, but afterwards pronounc'd 
Free born, and a Citizen of Rowe by 


F The Recoverers were 
Tuadges aſſign'd by the 
Pretor to hear the Com- 
plaints of ſ.ch as thought 
themſelves wrang'd, for 
the recovery of their hoſt 
Goods, Properties, or 
Privileges. Ard thus 
 zt ſeems that Domirilla 


ſuing for the loft Privi- . 


lege of her Birth-right, 
gain'd it by the Sentence 
of the Recoverers. 


the Judgment of the * Recowerers. 
Her Father Flavims Liberals, born at 
Ferentum, ſticking cloſe to her in her 
Appeal, though no more than a 
Queſtor's or "Treaſurer's Clerk. By 
her he had three Children, Titus, Do- 
mitian, and a, Daughter nanvd alſo 
Deomitilla. He out-liv'd his Wife and 
his Daughter in the Condition of 
a private Perſon. But after his Wives 
deceaſe, he recall'd to the Society of 


his Bed Cenz, Antonia's enfranchiz'd Bond- 
maid, and Amanuenſis likewiſe, for whom he 
had formetly a very great kindneſs, and when 
he was Emperor efteem'd and kept her as it ſhe 
had been his lawful Wits. 
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4. In the Reign of Clandizs, by the favour of 
Narciſſus, he was ſent Lieutenant of a Legion 
into Germany, and thence being remov*'d into 
Britain, he fought three pitcn'd Barreis with the 
Enemy, ſubdu'd two poweriul Nations, and 
took above twenty Towns, together with the 
Iſle of Wight, that lyes upon the Coaſt of Brij- 
zain; and all this partly under the Command 
of Aulns Plantizs a Conſular Lieutenant, part- 
ly under the Conduct of the Emperor Claudius 
himſelf ; for which he was Honourd with Tri- 
umphal Ornaments, and in a ſhort time with 
two Sacerdotal Digniries, as alſo with a Con- 
ſulſhip, which he held but only the ewo laſt 
Months of the year. _ After that, the interve- 
ning part of his time till his. Proconſulſhip, 
he ſpent in Leiſure and Retirement, lead- 
ing a private Life ; fearing Agrippimma, at that 
tine Powerful with her Son, and mortally ha- 
ting the Friends of deceas'd Narciſ/as. Afﬀter- 
wards the Government of Africa falling to his 
Lor, he manag'd his Aﬀeairs with great Integri- 
ty and highly to his Honour, ſaving that once 
at Adrumetum, 1n a certain Tumult, he had 
Turneps thrown at him by the Rabble. Cer- 
tain it is, that he return'd not at all improv'd 
in Wealch, fo that he was forc'd to mortgage 
his Lands to his Brother to redeem his Credit 
and pay his Debts; and for the ſupport of his 
Dignity was neceſfitated to Trade in buying 
and ſelling of Horſes, for which reafon he was 
vulgarly Nick-nani'd the Horſe Courſer. He is 
alſo reported to have been convicted of excort- 
ing 200000 Sefferces from a young Gentleman, 
for procuring him allowance to wear the Broad 
Purple Stud, againſt his Fathers Will ; tor which 

; I 14 he 
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he was ſeverely check*'d. He attended Nero in 
his Voyage into 4chaia, but highly incurrd his 
Diſpleafure, for that when the Emperor was 
ſinging, he would always either ſlip out of the 
Room, or fall aſſeep in the midſt of the Mu- 
ſick. Inſomuch that being by the Emperor not 
only forbid his Preſence, but from Publick Sa- | 
lutation, he retir'd to a ſmall City quite out of } 
the way, where helay hid in continual fear of | 
his Life, till he was offer'd the Command both | 
of a Province and an Army. At the ſame time | 
there wasa fort of an old Oracle reviv'd, which | 
had ſpread it ſelf all over the. Ea/# a long time 
before, That the Fates had ſo decreed, that the 
Empire ſhould be poſſeſs d by Perſons coming from 
Juadza. Which Prophefie being meant of the 
Roman Emperor, as the Event made manifeſt, 
the Jews applying to themſelves, brake out into 
open Rebellion, and after they had ſlain the 
Governour, put to flight the Conſular Lienuten- 
ant, that came to his Afiſtance and took the 
Imperial Eagle. The ſupprefiion of this Re- 
bellion requir'd a far more numerous Army, and 
{ach a General in whoſe Conduct and Expe- 
rience the Empire might confide for the ma- 
nagement of ſo important an Afﬀair. Nor was 
any one thought more fit than YVeſpaſian, a Per 
ion of known Valour and Induſtry, and as it 
was conceiv'd, no way to be ſuſpected by rea- 
ſon of the meanneſs of his Extraction and the 
obſcurity of his Name. His Army therefore 
being reintorc'd with two Legions, Eight Wings 
of Horſe, and ten Cohorts of Foot, with per- 
miſſion to take along with him his eldeft Son 
for one of his Lieutenants, as ſoon as he arriv'd 
inthe Province, he drew upon him the admirz- | 
| ration 


7. TH wW wW a M NqR33zARH4 HMM. Www SH MH Y%P wr T7} T4 _ © wv W 


\4 


yn 4 


tad @ tum wt = 


VesPASIANUS. 


ration of all the Provinces adjoyning, by the 
Reformation he made in the Diſcipline of the 
Camp, his ſucceſs in two Battels, and his cou- 
rage in the ſtorming a Caſtle, where he receiv'd 
an unlucky blow upon his Knee with 2 Stone, 
and had his Target ſtuck full of Arrows. 

5. Afﬀer the death of Nero and Galba, when - 
Otho ard Vitellizzs came to contend for the Sove- 
raignty, he began to conceive ſome hopes of 
obtaining the Empire himſelf; which 1cem'd to 
be portended by the enſuing Prodigies. In a 
Houſe belonging to the Flawii, within the Sub- 
urbs of the City, there ſtood an old Oak, which 
at three ſeveral times juſt before YVe/paſia was 
brought to bed, all of a ſudden every time put 
forth particular Bonghs and Branches, the un- 
queſtionable Prognoſticks of the future Fate of 
all the Children. The firſt was ſlender and 
quickly wither'd again,and therefore the Daugh- 
ter that was then _ liv'd not to be above a 
year old : The ſecond ſtrong and tall, and 
which portended great Felicity ; but the third 
was large and flouriſhing, ike a Tree of ſome 
years growth. Wherefore it is reported, that 
the Father Sabinrs being confirm'd by the 
Soothſayer, told his Mother, That ſhe had a 
Grand-child born, ho would be one day Emperor ; 
at which the aged Lady could not chooſe bur 
laugh, admiring, That while ſhe was yet in ber 
perfect Sences, that her Son ſhou!d rave at ſuch a 
rate. When he came to be advanc'd to the E- 
dileſhip, the Emperor being angry that the 
Streets were not {wept clean, order'd the Sol- 
Ciers to take up a good handful of Dirt, and 
ſtop it into the Boſom of his Edile's Robe. Upon 
which many made this obſervation, that the 
c1img 
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time would come when the Commonwealth he. 


ing trampled under toot, and laid waſt by Civil 
Ditſention, ſhould fly ro him for Refuge, and 
as it were ſeek for ſhelter in his Boſom. One 
_ time, as he was at Dinner, a ſtrange Dog 

brought a Mans Hand in his Mouth into the 
Room and laid it under the Table. Another 
time, as he was at Supper, a Ploughing Ox, ha- 
ving caſt off his Yoke, brake ' into his Parlour, 
and having frighted away the Servants, as if he 
had been tir'd of a ſudden, laid himſelf down 
at his Feet as he fate, and put his Neck in his 
Lap. Moreover in a certain Field that belong'd 
to his Anceſtors, there was a Cypreſs Tree, 
which without the violence of any Storm or 
Tempeſt was torn up by the Roots, and laid 
all along upon the Ground at the full length ; 
bat the next day was found growing again more 
{ſteady in the Earth, and more verdanrt than be- 
fore. In Achaia he had alſo a Dream, that his 
own and che Felicity of his Family ſhould com- 
mence upon the pulling out of one of Nero's 
Teeth; and it ſo fell out, that the next day 
coming into the Court, he met the Surgeon who 
ſhew*'d him the Tooth which he had drawn. 
In Tudza, after he had conſulted the Oracle of 
the God Carmel, the anſwer was fo favourable 
to him, as to promiſe him ſuch ſucceſs, that 
whatſocver he thought or wiſh'd for in his Mind 
ſhould certainly come to pals, how great ſoever 
were the things which he deſir'd. And among 
the Nobility of the Jews, that were taken Pri- 
foners, there was one Foſephus, who was caſt in- 
ro Irons, yet conſtantly and boldly aitrm'd, 
that he ſhould in a ſhort time be releas d by Vef- 
paſian, though not before he was _— 

rom 
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From Rome allo he had notice of ſeveral Por- 
tents which daily happend. Among the reſt 
this was one, that Nero was admoniſh'd in a 
dream to remove Fupiters Shrine out of the 
Chappel where it ſtood, into Yepaſian's Houſe, 
and from thence into the Circ. And not 
long after, when Galba encer'd the Aitlembly, 
ſummon'd to elect him the {econd time Conſial, 
the Statue of Fulins Ceſar turn'd about of its 
ſelf to the Eaſt, Alſo at Bebriacum when the 
Armies were both drawn up, betore the Batcel 
began, two Eagles were ſeen fighting in the Air 
till the one was vanquiſh'd 3 at whar time there 
appear'd alſo a third from the Ez, which over- 
came and drave away the Victor. 

6. Nevertheleſs he never made any attempt, 
though his Friends were all ready, and urgent 
with him to declare, till importun'd and invited 

by ſeveral Perſons that were abſent and un- 
| known. Two thouſand Men drawn out of 
three Legions belonging to the Army of Mzſia 
were ſent to affiſt Ortho; who having receiv'd 
Intelligence upon their March, that he was 0- 
verthrown, and had laid violent hands upon 
| himſelf : Nevertheleſs advanc'd as far as 
Aquileia, as if they had given little Credit to 
the Rumor. Therelaying hold of the opportu- 
nity, they abandon'd themſelves to all manner 
of Licentiouſneſs and Rapine ; bur fearing upon 
their return to be calld to an account, and 1e- 
verely puniſh'd, they enter'd into debate one 
among another, and at length agreed to ſet up 
an Emperor of their own chuting. For that 
they were not inferior either to the Spaniſh Ar- 
my who had ele&ed Galbs, nor to the Pratorians 


who lad made choice of O:ho, nor the Germans 
who 
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who had advanc'd Virellivs, Therenpon the 
Names of all the Conſular Legates than in Com- 
mand being propos'd, and ſome rejeRing one, 
and ſome another, upon various Allegations, at 
length ſome of the third Legion, which had 
been remov'd out of Fudea into Meſia toward 
the latter end of Nero's Reign, began to extol 
Veſpajian. Upon that, no Man like him, they 
all unanimoily cry*d out, and preſently without 
delay ney infcrib'd bis Name into their Enfizns. 
However they thought fit ro conceal their 
Ciojcc for a time, mill the Soidiers were reduc'd 
to betrer order. Dur when the Election came 
to be drvulg'd, Tiboris Alexander, Governor of 
egypt, was the aſt who compellt'd the Legt 
ons to ſwear Fealty to YVeſpaſian, upon the ficft of 
Tuly, wich day was afterwards ovſerv'd as the 
firſt day of his coming to the Empire. Then 
the whole Army in TJ«dza ſwore the ſame Oath 
before him, being perſonally preſent, upon the 
Eleventh of the fame Month. There was one 
thing more that very much encourag'd him to 
proceed, which was the Copy of a Letter thrown 
about, whether true or counterfeit 1s uncertain, 
but faid to be written by Otho a little bzfore his 

eath, conjuring him with all the vehemency 
imaginable to revenge his Blood, and requeſt- 
ing him to reſcue the Periſhing Commonwealch 
from utter Rain. Alſo a Rumour was ſpread 
abroad that YVirellizs had defign'd, if he obtain'd 
the Victory, to change the Winter Quarters 
oi the Legions, and remove the German For- 
ces into the Eaitern Parts, where the War was 
more eafie and leſs hazardous. Among the 
Governors of the Provinces, and conftederate 
Princes that fayour'd this change, Licinizs Mu- 
CEanitsy 
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ciants, laying aſide the Animoſity which out 
of Emulation till that time lie had born him 
all along, promis'd him the Afiftance of the $y- 
rian Army, and Vologeſus King of the Parthians, 
Forty thouſand Archers on Horſeback. 

7. The Civil War being thus begun, after he 
had order'd the March of his Captains and 
Forces before into 1aly, he paſs'd himſelf to 


Alexandria, that lo he might poileſs 
himſelf of the Keys of * egypt. 
While he ſtaid there, he went pri- 
vately and zncogniro into the Temple 
of Serapzs, to conjult the ſucceſs of 
his Aﬀairs, and the future ſettlement 
of his Empire. At what time, atter 
he had by all manner of Ceremonies 
ſought to render the Deity propitious, 
and turn'd about his Body, accord- 
ing to the uſual Rites of Adoration, 
i Baſilides the High-Prieſt ſeem'd to 
appear to him, and offer him Gar- 
lands of YVervain, Crowns and un- 
leavened Bread, according to the 
cuſtom of that place; though it 
were certain that no body had let 
him into the Temple ; beſides that it 
was well known that he had lain 1o 


* Or rather, as Joſe- 
phus Expreſſes the true 
Reaſon, that having E- 
gypt, which was the 
Granary of Rome, he 
might have a Carb ups 
on that City ; believing 
that the Romans for 
fear of a Famin, would 
flick to his Party. 

T For Torrentius 
throws out the word 
Libertus, «5 having no+ 
thing to do in this place, 
and aſſures us that Ba- 
filides was not only the 
High-Prieſk of this 
Temple, but that his 
Furiſdiftion reach'd as 
far as Carmel zn Ju- 
dzxa. 


long ill by reaſon of a weakneſs in his Nerves, 
that he was hardly able to go, and moreover 
that he was at the flame time a great way re- 
mote from the Temple. Preſently upon this 
came Letters that Vitellins was overthrown at 
Cremoxa, and that he himfelt was mnrder'd in 
Rome. At firſt there was ſomething wanting of 
that Majeſty and awiul Aſpect, which became 
a Prince ſo unexpectedly and ſuddenly ad- 
vanc'd ; 
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vanc'd ; but his good Fortune foon ſupply*d 
him with both : For as he was ſitting upon his 
Tribunal, two Poor Men, the one blind, the o- 
ther lame, came both together, and throwing 
themſelves at his Feet, moſt humbly beſought 
him to cure their Imperfections ; the one af: 
firming that ic had been reveaFd to him by Sera- 
2s in a dream, that if he pleas'd but to ſpit up- 
on his Eyes, his tight ſhould be reſtor'd ; the o- 
ther deſiring only that he would but touch his 
lame Leg with his Heel, to effect his Cure; But 
in regard he had not Faith enough to believe 
them, and was altogether doubtful of the ſuc- 
cels, he was at firſt afraid to try the Experi- 
ment, till being encourag'd by his Friends, he 
made an attempt upon both, which fell out ac- 
cording to his wiſhes. About the ſame time al- 
ſo at Tegea in Arcadia, the Soothſayers being 
mov'd by a Prophetick impulſe to encourage the 
undertaking, ſeveral Veſlels that were ancient 
Peices of Workmanſhip were digg'd up, the 
Sculptures of which exactly reſembPd Yeſpaſian. 
8. Returning to Rome with ſo much Gran- 
deur and Fame of his Miracles, after he had 
triumph'd over the Jews,he added eight Conſul 
ſhips more to his firſt under Claudizs. He alſo 
cook upon him the Cenſorſhip, and through the 
whole Courſe of his Reign, there was nothing 
which he deem'd more Sacred, than firſt to re- 
eſtabliſh the almoſt rain'd and tottering Com- 
monwealth, and next to beautifie and adorn it: 
The Soldiers, partly confident that their Victo- 
ries would protedt them from puniſhment, or 
out of a ſence of their ignominy in upholding 
Vitellizs, gave themſelves up to all manner of 
Licentioufneſs. Some Provinces, and ſome 
Fres 
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Free Cities, nay ſome Kingdoms began to 
Mutiny. Wherefore he disbanded moſt of the 
Vitellians, and puniſh'd others. Bur as to thoſe 
that were the Inſtraments and ſharers with him in 
his Victory, he was ſo far from being exorbitant 
in rewarding them, that it was a long time be- 
fore he paid them their juſt Dues. And that he 
might not omit any opportunity. of retorming 
the Diſorders oi Martial Diſcipline, when a 
young Centleman, richly periun'd with fra- 
grant Oyntments, came to return him thanks 
for ſome conſiderable Command which he had 
beſtow'd upon him, he not only caſt a diſdain- 
ful nod upon him, but with a tone of Indig- 
nation giving him a ſevere Check, I had ra- 
ther, ſaid he, thou hadſ* ffunck of Garlick, and 
revok'd his Commiſion. And as for the Sea- 
men, that travail a foot by turns, from Offi and 
Pureoli to Rome, becauſe they petition'd, That 
they might have a certain allowance to buy them 
Shooes ; as if it had not been enough to fend 
them away without an anſwer, he order'd that 
for the time to come they ſhould run barefoot, 
as they have done ever ſince. Achaza, Lycia, 
Rhodes, Byzantium, Samos he depriv'd of their 
Freedom ; alſo Thracia, Cilicia and Commagene, 
which before that time had been all govern'd 
by their own Kings, he reduc'd into Provinces; 
and for the defence of Cappadocia, by reaſon of 
the daily incurſions of the Barbarians,he added a 
ſupply of more Legions ; and inſtead of a Ro- 


| man Knight, he committed the Government of 


that Province to a Conſular Deputy Lieute- 
nant. And becauſe the City was much defac'd 
by - Conflagration and decays of building, he 
gaye permifſion to any one that would * re- 
uild 
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build upon the void Ground, if the owners 
neglected to do it themſelves. He undertook | 
himſelf the Reſtoration of the Capitol, and to 
that purpoſe was the firſt that ſet a hand to the | 
cleanſing of the Ruins, and carry'd ſome Baſ- 
kets of Earth away upon his own Shoulders. 
He alſo took upon him to reſtore the Three 
thouſand Plates of Braſs which had been utter- 
ly defac'd in the Fire, cauſing diligent ſearch | 
to be made for the truelt Copies to ſupply the 
loſs of that fair and ancient Inſtrument of the 
Empire, wherein were contain'd almoſt from 
the very foundations of the City all the Decree 
of the Senate, all the Foreign Leagues and 
Confederacies, and all Privileges whatſoever 
granted either to private Perſons, or publick } : 
Corporations. | 
9. He alſo erected ſeveral naw Structures; as | | 
the Temple of Peace next to the Market-Place; | « 
the Temple of Divas Claudias upon the Caxiian | | 
Hill, begun by Agrippine, but utrerly demoliſh'd | : 
by Nero, and the Amphitheater in the middle 
of the City, as he underſtood had been for- | f 
merly deſign'd by Auguſtns. The Senatorian f| r 


and Equeſtrian Orders, which had been exhay- | & 
ſted by Maſſacres incredible, and defild | c 
through the admiſſion of mean and ſpurious | u 
Members through the negle& of Former Em | S 
perors, he throughly purg'd, after a general rs | 
view both of the Senate and Gentry, removing | fr 
ſuch as he found unworthy, and ſupplying cheir | le 
Places with the moſt Noble and Honourable F th 
that he could cull either qut of 17:a/y or the Pro- | th 
'vinces. And to the end it might be known that | & 
the difference between thoſe Orders did not 
conſiſt ſo much in the diſtinction of Liberty * 
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of Dignity, he gave this Sentence in a ſquabble 
between a Senator and a Roman Knight, 7har 
it was not lawful to give bad Language to a Sena« 
tor firſÞ ; but if a Senator began, it was both Civil 
and Lawfu! for a Roman Knight to return him as 
good as he brought. | 

Io. Law Suits and Proceſſes were become ſo 
numerous and bulky, what with old Actions” 
that lay undetermin'd, by reaſon of the long 
Ceſlation of Juſtice, and others newly com- 
menc'd, according to the diforderly condition 
of the Times. To remedy theſe Inconvenien- 
cies, he made choice by Lot of certain Perſons 
to make reſtitution of their Goods and Eſtates, 
which had been violently torn from them in 
the time of the Civil Wars; and as ſupernu- 
meraries, to determin the Cauſes that lay before 
the Centumviri, which would have elſe requir'd 
the whole attendance of a long-liv'd Clyent to 
bring to an end, and reduce them to as ſmall 
2 number as pofiible might be. 

I1. Luſt and Luxury, while there was no re- 
ſtraint of Law, were become the genzral Caor- 
ruptions of the Age. Therefore to pur a check to 
theſe Debaucheries, he procur'd himſelf a De- 
cree of the Senate, that what Woman lſoever 
us*'d unlawful familiaricy wich another Mans 
Servant ſhould loſe her Freedom. And thac ic 
ſhould be unlawful for any Uſurer to demand 
trom any Heir a Debt contracted by Money 
lent upon great diſadvantages, to be paid upon 
the death of his Father. In ocher things, trom 
the beginning of his Reign to the end, he ob- 
ſerv'd great Moderation and Clemency. 

I2, He was ſo far froni concealing che mean- 
hels of his former Condition, that he ro—_ 
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ly took occaſion to boaſt of it. And whereas 
there were tome Perſons, who out of flattery 
made ir their buſineſs to deduce the Original of 
the Flavian Family from the Founder of Reate, 
the Companion of Hercules, whole Monument 
is {till to be ſeen upon the Salarian Road, he 
derided their vain and ridiculous Adularion : 
And was ſo far from greedily coveting the Va- 
nity of outward Pomp and Ornaments, that 
upon the day of his Triumph being tird with 
the tediouſneſs and flow proceflion of the Ce- 
remony, he could not refrain from crying out, 
That he was juitly puniſh'd, for having in his old 
age fo idly deſir'd a Triumph, as if either due to bis 
Anceſtors, or ever expected by himſelf. Nor would 
he accept of the Tribunitial Authority, or of 
the Ticle of FATHER OF THE COUN:- 
TRY, till toward the latter end of his Reign. 
For as for the Cuſtom of ſending to enquire 
for Perſons to come and pay him their Morn: 
ing Salutations, he had quite left it off, before 
the end of the Civil War. 

13. He took little or no notice of the Free- 
dom which . his Friends aſtum'd in their Dit: 
courſe, nor of the ſlye Refle&tions of the Law- 
yers, nor of the downright Clowniſhnels of the 
Philoſophers. Licinivs Mutianns a Perſon of a 
ſcandalous unchaſticy, yer preſuming upon his 
Merits, and theretore behaving himſelf with lels 
reſpect to his Perſon than became him, he never 
rebuk*d bur 1n private ; atd once upon a time 
complaining of his Carriage to one that was a 
Friend to both, he concluded with this Exprel: 
fion, And yet Iam but a Man. He commend: 
ed Sa/viz Liberals, for preſuming to ſay, while 
he was pleading tor a Wealthy Oftender, hat 

Fl 
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s it to Cxſar, if Hipparchus be worth a hunderd 
Millions of Seſterces ? Demetrius the Cynick meet- 
ing him upon the Road, after he had con- 
demr'd him to exile, and neither vouchſating 
to riſe nor to ſalute him, but railing and bark- 
ing out foul Language againſt him, he only 
cal'd Dog, and fo lett him. 

14. He was ſo far from hoarding up Reſent- 
ments either of new Injuries or old Animoſities, 
or from ſeeking Revenge, that he marry'd the 
Daughter of his Enemy V:te//izzs to a Perſon of 
great Honour, and gave her a Dowry accord- 
ingly. In the Reign of Nero, being torbid che 
Court, and in a great Confternation, as not 
knowing what courſe to take, queſtioning with 
ſome of his Friends whether he ſhould retire for 
ſhelter, one of the Officers tor Admiſſion or 


Chamber-waiters, bid him go to * Morbonia. * 4 made 


Afterwards when this fellow came to beg his 
Pardon, he never ſhew'd any farther Pailton, 
but only bid him begon, much in the ſame 


Language as he had given him before, More- or accord- 
over he was ſo tar from being incens'd to the 7"2 #0 the 


ruin of any Perſon by the Inſtigations of Fear 
or Suſpition, that when ſoine of his Friends ad- 


visd him to beware of Metizs Pomneſianrs, ber go hang 
cauſe he was vulgarly reported to be born un- himſclt. 


der an Imperial Conſtellation, he preſently 
made him Conſul, afluring them, That he could 
never firget ſo great a kindneſs. 

15. It was rarely known that ever any In- 
ancenr Perion was puniſl'd during all his 


" ". NM - I 
Ke, unlels in his ablence, and he not know- 


nz any thing of it, or that he were deceiv'd 


Ui Miſrepreſentation. Heiwidimns Priſcs, who 
was tne only Perſon thar faluced lim at his re- 
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turn from Syria by his private name of Veſpaſiay, 
and when he was Pretor paſs'd him by in all 
his Decrees without the leaſt reſpe& or men- 
tion at all, could never move him to take no- 
tice of theſe Indignities, till his continu'd Inſo- 
lencies were ſuch, as levell'd him with the 
meanelſt of the vulgar ; and after he had firſt 
baniſh'd him, then order'd him to be put to 
death, yet he deem'd it more noble to ſave him 
if poſfible ; and to that purpoſe ſending away 
Poſt to recal the Executioners, had certainly 
preferv'd him, had he not been made believe 
that the Execution was over before the Meſlen- 
gers arriv'd. Nor did he ever rejoyce at the 
deſtruction of any Man, but wept and bewaild 
the deſerved ſufferings of the Guilty. 

16. The only thing that render'd him ob 
nox1ous to the talk of the World was his Cove- 
touſneſs. For not contented to revive the Taxes 
and Impoſitions remitted by Galba, he ſtill im- 
pos'd new Duties and more burthenſom, not 
only augmenting but doubling the Tributes in 
ſome Provinces. He alſo drave ſome ſorts of 
Trades, that a private Perſon would have been 
aſhan'd of, buying up and engrofling ſeveral 
Commodities that he might ſell them again at 
a dear rate. Nor did he refrain from the ſale 
of Offices to thoſe who ſtood for preferment; 
nor from ſelling Pardons to all that were Cor: 
demr'd, if of ability to purchaſe their Lives, 
let them be never ſo Guilty or Criminal. It 
was alſo reported to be his cuſtom to promote 
the moſt greedy and griping of his Officers t0 
the moſt gainful Employments, that he might 
have the advantage of their opulent Confilca 


tions upon Complaints made againſt: chem; 
whom 
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whom he was vulgarly ſaid to make the ſame 
uſe as of Spunges, which when they were dry 


| he laid in Water and ſqueez'd when they were 


thorough wet. Some there are who report him 
covetous from his Iniancy, and that he was up- 
braided with it by an old Cow-kceper that 
ſery*d him, who earneſtly Peritioning, after he 
came to the Empire, that he might have his 
liberty Grats, and being deny'd, cry'd our, 
The Fox changes his Hair, but never his Conditions. 
Others there are who believe him neceſlitated 
to theſe Rapines and Extortions, through the 
extream exigency of the Publick Treaſury, in 
regard he had openly declar'd at the beginning 
of his Reign, That ## was impoſſible for the Com- | 
monwealth to ſubſiſ® without * Forty Millions of ge - F 
. . . aer 

Sefterces. Which 1s molt probable,” in regard ;þo,ſand 
that whatever he ſcrap'd together by undue and thouſand 
diſhonorable means, he ſtill employ*d to the Crowns, 
benefic of the Publick. 

17. His Bounty extended to all forts of Men; 
he made up the +} Revenues of the Senators, + Which 
and —_ the Indigences of thoſe that were according to 


of Conſular Dignity with an annual Penſion of '** ©#- 
: mentation 
_ Twelve thouſand Crowns ; and moreover he ,# augy. 


repair'd moſt of the Citics under the Dominion ſus amr» 
of the Romay Empire that had been ruin'd by ed Thir- 
Fire or Earthquakes. ty thouſ..nd 
18. More eſpecially he was a great Incoura- ©"* 

ger of Arts and Ingenuity, as being the firſt 
that ſett'd annual Penſions of Two thoudand 
five hunder'd Crowns a y ear upon the Latin and 
Greek Rhetoricians. All the moſt excellent 
Poets and Artificers he invited into his Service 
with conſiderable Allowances ; and bouncitully 
preſented the Perſon that repaird the Coloſ/zs 

Kksz; with 
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with a Noble Reward out of his own Purſe, 
beſides his ample Wages upon the publick Score. 
A certain Mechanick alſo that proffer'd to 
bring Columns of a Prodigious weight to adorn 
the Capitolat a ſmall expence, he ſent away. 
well {atish'd for his Invention, but excus'd his 
performance, telling him withal, That "rwas fit 
he Poor People ſhould live. 

19. As an additional Ornament to the Plays 
that were acted at the Dedication of the Scenes 
of the Marcellian Theater, he reviv'd the anci- 
ent Dramatick Rehearſals and Songs. 'To Apot- 
linaris the Tragedian he gave Four thouſand 
Crowns in Gold. To Terpnus and Dicdorus, 
boch Eminent Harpers, Two thouſand Crowns 
in Gold a peice ; to others he gave a Thouſand 
Crowns in Gold ; and to thoſe to whom he 
gave leaſt he allow'd Four hunder'd Crowns in 
Gold. He feaſted frequently, and for the moſt 
part regularly and magnificently, that he might 
help the Butchers and Poulterers. Upon the Sa- 
zurnalian Holy-days he diſtributed New-years 
Gifts tothe Men,and to the Ladys in the Calends 
of March. And yet would not all this obliterate 
the ſcandal of his former Avarice. Inſomuch that 
the Alexandrians, an abuſive and lampooning ſort 
of People,calld him Skin-flint,as long as heliv'd,a 
Nick-name which they had beſtow'd upon one 
of their Kings for his notorious Parſimony. 
Moreover at his Funeral, Favor the Arch-Mimick, 
repreſenting his Perſon, and as the Cuſtom was 
imitating his Words and Actions when he was 
alive, openly demanded of thoſe that had the 
management and ordering of the Ceremony, 
What might be the Expence of the Funeral ? Who 
being anſwer'd, Two hunder'd and fifty thouſand 
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Crowns in Gold, cry'd out, as if it had been YVeſpa- 


fan who had ipoke, Give me but a quarter of the 


Money and throw my Body into Tiber if you pleaſe. 
20. He was of a middle Stature, neither too 
tall nor too low ; his Limbs firm and well com- 
pacted ; but his Aſpect not ſo graceful, as one 
that look'd like a Man in a ſtraining Poſture. 
Which occalion'd one of the Wits of that Time 
to put a Jeaſt upon him; ſo that when the 
Emperor bid his. {peak on what he had to ſay; 
I ſhall, Sir, reply'd the other, ſo /oon as you 
have done eaſing your ſelf. He enjoy'd a molt 
Excellent Conſtitution of Health, though he 
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us'd no other means to preſerve it, then giving 
his Jaws and the reſt of his Limbs juſt fo many 
rubs in the Tennis-Court and no more, and 
abſtaining from all manner of Food one day in 
a Month. 

21, His method of living was generally this: 
When he was Emperor he late up late, but roſe 
early ; then after he had read all his Letters, and 
the Breviaries of all his Officers, he gave ad- 
miſſion to his Friends; and while they were 
paying him their Morning Salutes, and enter- 
taining him with Diſcourſe, he put on his 
Cloaths and his Shoes himſelf. After which, 
having diſpatch'd ſuch bufineſs as was brought 
before him, he betook himſelf to 
* Geſtation, and ſo to his repoſe ; at * 4 Cuſtom then among 
what time ſome one of his Concu- pee rae wee 
bines lay 'by him all che while, of gtjon of Carriage, ei- 
which he had a great number after ther in a Litter, a Se- 
the death of Cen. And from this dan, or a Chariot, which 


- | they did as well for the 
retirement he went firſt to the Bath, efretinmef tub 


and thence to his Dining-Room. ,* 5, pleaſure and 
And then it was that he was always Grandeur. 
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in the moſt pleaſant and indulgent Humour ; 
which was the reaſon that his Servants and At- 
tendants always watch'd thoſe opportunities 
when they had any Boon to beg. 

22. Ar Supper, and at all times elſe, he was 
wont to be very familiar and facetious with his 
Friends; for he was very much given to drolling; 
andchatiometimes ſo broad and ſcurrillouſly,that 
he could hardly refrain from obſcenity it elf. 
Yet there are ſome ſayings of his which are very 
witty. MenFrins Florms, having taken him up 
one time for his Pronunciation, and telling him 
it was more proper to ſay Plauſtra then Ploſtra, 
when he came the next Morning into the Pre- 
ſence, he bid him good Morrow, by the Name 
of Flaurus. Being perſecuted by a certain 
Curteſan, that pretended to be ready to dye for 
Love of him, at length he yielded to her Im- 
braces, and enjoy'd her, and gave her Four 
hunder'd Sefterces for her kindneſs out of his 
own private Purſe; which when his Steward 
caine to know how he would have it plac'd to 
his 5.ccomprt, To Veſpalian, ſaid he, for being 
velod/d. | 

23. He would many times make uſe of Greek 
Verlies very partly to his purpoſe. And thus 
ſpeaking of a certain Poet, that was mon- 
{trouſly tall, and withal very deformed, he re- 
peated this Verſe out of Homer, 


Manes E1Cas, xexduay Axiom try vos 


A ſtalking Stallion, brandiſhing a Spear... ., BT 
As long as that which Heffor once 41d bang.” - | 


But more remarkable were thoſe whroh here 
peared upon Cerjlur, one of his enfranchis'd | 
Bond: 


1 PE | 
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Bond-men, who being grown Rich, 
to avoid refunding into the Exche- 
| quer * at his death, call'd himſelf 

by the Name of Laches, and pre- 
tended to be Free born: and that 
was the Reaſon he ſhew'd him his 
Folly by the following Diſtick of 
tf Menander, 


Q* Aays, Aagus Emi Snodauns 
A'us i aggis toy wnigua® 


303 

Y For the Latin Slaves 
tho being enfranchis'd 
they were Free for their 
Lrves, yet they loft their 
Liberty with their laſt 
Breath, and the Patron 
ſeiz'd half tbeir Eſtates 
if they dyd without 
Children. 

T Only Laches and Ce- 
rylus are the word's of 
Veſpaſian, 


O Laches Laches, hou forgetſt that when, 
Thou dyeſt, thou wilt be Cerylus || again. | 4s much 


as to ſay he 
would nt 


Nevertheleſs he affected loquacity in his Dif: ,, ,z1. ;, 
courſes of the ſordid ways of getting Money ; awid the 
to wipe away the reproach of the Fact, either ſeizing 
by means of ſome fallacious Paradox, or elſe Y # 


by purting the thing off with a Jeaſt. Thus at- 


Eſtate by 
Checker 


ter he had delay'd: tor ſome time one of his priceſs af 
moſt favour'd Miniſters that begg'd of him an ter bis 
extraordinary Stewardſhip for a certain Friend, Deceaſe. 
who, as he ſaid, was as dear to him as his Bro- 

ther, he tent for the Perſon Himſelf chat ſtood 

for the Employment, and upon payment of the 

Sum which the Man had bargain'd to give his 
Sollicitor, order'd him forthwith the Pofleflion 

of the Office. Soon after, when his Favourite 
renew'd his Petition to him again in behalf of 

his Friend, not knowing what was done ; Thou 

wilt do well to find out another Brother, ſaid he, 

for he whom thou tak'(t for thy Brother is mine. Be- 


ing upona Journey, and ſuſpecting that his Cha- 
riot-driver had alighted to ſhoe his Mules,that he 


might 
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might give time and leiſure to a Sollicitor to lay 
open his Cauſe, the Emperor ask'd him what 
the Sollicitor had given him to make that ſtop ; 
and bargain'd with him to have part of his 
Gain. His Son Tzt«s reproving him, chat he 
had invented a Tribute upon Urine, he put his 
Noſe to the Money that had been gather'd upon 
the firſt Payment, and ask'd him whether the 
{mell offended him ? which he denying, How- 
ever, ſaid he, This Money comes out of Piſs. 
Certain Meſſengers bringing him news that 
there was a Statue of a prodigious bigneſs and 
an extraordinary value publickly Decreed him; 
he commanded them to erect it preſently, and 
ſhewing them the Hollow of his Hand, Look 
ge, ſaid he, here is a Baſis ready. Nor did he re- 
frain from his Jokes in the extream fear and 
danger of death. For when among the reſt of 
the Prodigies, the Mauſoleum of the Cze/ars of a 
{udden flew open, and a Comet appear d in the 
Sky ; The one, laid he, relates to Junia Calvina, 
of the Family of Auguſtus, and the other to the 
King of the Parthians by reaſon of his long Hair, 
And upon the firſt Fit of his Diſtemper, I be- 
lieve, 1aid he, I am ſuddenly to be a God. 

24. In his Ninth Conſulſhip being attack'd 
in Campania with ſome little flight Motions, 
and thereupon immediately haſtning back to 

* Now La- the City, in his way he took the * Cury/ian Lake, 
godi Con- and the delightful Fields of Reate, where he was 
tiglan ont every year to ſpend the greateſt part of 
the Summer. Where having weakn'd his In 
teftines by the too frequent uſe of cold Wz 
ter, while his Diſtemper was ſtill growing upon 
him, nevertheleſs ſo far from refraining from 
publick Buſineſs according to his Cuſtom, g's 
| 16 
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he gave Audience to Embaſladors as he lay up- 
on his Bed, he was taken with a ſudden looſe- 
neſs even to fainting Fits, infomuch that he 
cry'd, It behoves an Emperor to dye ſtanding. And 
upon that riſing upon his Feet, and leaning up- 
on thoſe about him, he dy'd in the Arms of 
thoſe that ſupported him, the Eighth of the 
Calends of Fuly, after he had liv'd Sixty nine 
years, one Month and ſeven days. 

25. It is agreed by all Writers, that he was ſo 
confident of his own and the Nativity of his 
Children, that after ſeveral Confpiracies againſt 
him were dete&ted, he made no ſcruple to af- 
firm in the Senate, That either his Sons would ſuc- 
ceed him or no Man. It is alfo reported of him, 
that one Night he ſaw in his ſleep a Ballance 
erected in the middle of the Portico of the Pa- 
latine Houſe, and in one of the Scales Claudus 
and Nero, in the other himſelf and his Sons, ſo 
equally pois'd that neither out-weigh'd the o- 
ther : And juſt according to his Dream it fell 
out, for that for ſo many years and for ſo long 
time as the two firſt Reign'd, 1o long the ©- 
thers held the Empre. 
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Done into Ergliſh by E. O. Gent. 
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ITUS, ſurnam'd alſo Yeſpaſian, as 
his Father was, liv'd not without 
the publick hatred, and indeed the 
obloquy of . the world, while he 

was a private Man and under the Emperor his 

Father ; and yet when it was moſt difficult of 

all, being advanc'd-to the Empire, whether it 
were the effect of his exce!lent Humour and ta- 
king Addreſs, (apt to win the favour of the 

People) or merely his good Fortune, he was 

univerſally call'd, The Darling and the Delight of 

Mankind, _ 

2, He was born the Third of the Calends of s pq ,r. 
Fanuary, which is December 3oth. in that year ſo'Septizo» 
which by the Afſaſlination of Caizs Caligula was dium and 
render'd remarkable, not far from the * Septizo- a p 
Strufture erefed by Severus, concerning the form of which the Critichs are 
not agreed. *T«s ſaid to have been {" high that the top of it might be ſeen by 
thoſe who ſail'd on the Coaſi of Africa, Three rows of Pullars, part of it, re- 
main'd even till the laſt Agez but Pope S1xtus V. puld them down, leſt 
their fall, which was much fear'd, ſhould do miſchief to the Neighbourhood, 

mum, 
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zium, in a little dark Room at a ſcurvy Houſe, 
which is yet ſtanding and is ſhew'd to Strangers. 
He was brought up at Court together with 
Britannicis under the ſame Tutors, and to the 
ſame Exerciſes. At which time, *tis ſaid, Nar- 
ciſſus the Freedman and Favourite of Claudizs, 
bringing a Phyſiognomiſt to make a Judgement 
upon the Countenance of Britannicus, he fore- 
cold it poſitively, that as for him he ſhould never 
come to be Emperor, but that 7Titrzs, who ſtood 
by, ſhould attain ir. Theſe two were ſo inti- 
mate, that *twas thought Titus, who ſate near 
him, taſted of the Poiſonous draught by which 
Britannicus was diſpatch'd, and was fick of it 
- long after. Of all which he was not forgetful 
afterwards, ſetting up his Statue in Gold in the 
Palace, and dedicating to his Memory another 
of Ivory on Horſe-back, which is ſtill born a- 
long in the ſolemn Pomps of the Cirque. 

3. The extraordinary Accompliſhments both 
of his Body and Mind ſoon forc'd the notice 
and admiration of all Men, even while he was 
a Boy, which improv'd ſtill as he advanc'd in 
age. Theſe Accompliſhments were, a {weet 
Aſpe&, the Beauty whereof yet was manly and 
full of Majeſty , a ſtrong Body, though he was 
not very tall, and his Belly was pretty big ; a 
ſingular Memory, and a Wit capable of all che 
Arts either of Peace or War. He underſtood 
a Weapon well, and was an excellent Horſe- 
man : He was ready not only at the Latin, but 
Greek Tongues; a good Poet and Orator even 
extempore. Nor was he a ſtranger to Mufick, 
being able to fing agreeably and with Skill. I 
have heard from ſeveral, that he was very in- 


genious at Short-hand, and that he would often 
in 


T1irus. 


in jeſt vie with his Secretaries in the imitation 
of Hand-writings, at which he was ſo exact, 
that himſelf would ſay, He could be a notable for-- 
ger of Mens Hands. 

4. He ſuſtain'd the Character of Tribune of 
the Militia both in Germany and Britain with 
wondrous applauſe, as well for his Modeſty as 
his Induſtry, as appears from the many Images 
and Statues erected, and the Inſcriptions ſet up 
in both thoſe Provinces to his Honour. When 
the War was over, he applied himſelf to the 
Bar, where he practis'd with reputation for his 
ability and integrity, but he was not very dili- 
gent at it. At which time he took to Wite 
Arricidia Tertulla, Daughter to one who was in- 
deed but a Roman Knight, but who had been 
Prefe& of the Pretorian Cohorts. She being 
dead, he married Marcia Furnilla of a very No- 
ble Family, by whom having had a Daughter, 
he divorc'd her. Having paſs'd the Honou- 
rable Office of Qzzftor, he had the command 
of a Legion given him, with which he reduc'd 
Tarichea and Gamala, two conſiderable Cities 
of Fudea ; where in one encounter having his 
Horſe kill'd under him, he fſtreight mounted 
another whoſe Rider he flew. 

5. Galba ſoon after ſucceeding to the Empire, 
he was ſent by his Father to congratulate him ; 
and all the way he went he was entertain'd as 
if he had gone to the Emperor to he adopted. 
But when he found the publick affairs all again 
thrown into diſorder, he turn'd back again, 
and going to conſult the Oracle of YVeras at Pa- 
phos, concerning the ſucceſs of his Voyage, he 
was ſtill confirm'd in his hopes ot being once 
Emperor. And it was = long betore it lay P 

L is 
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his power to make himſelf ſo; for being left to 
pertect the conquelt of Fades, at the laſt aflaulc 
made upon the City of Feruſalem, himiclt ha- 
ving kilPd Twelve of the Defendants with ſo 
many Shafts, he took the City upon his Daugh- 
ters Birth-day, with ſo much rejoycing and ap- 
plauſe from the Soldiery, that in their Accla- 
mations theys {aluted him by the name of Em- 
peror ; and when he was about to depart the 
Province and leave them, they detain'd him by 
carneſt requeſts and not without menaces, That 
if be did not ſtay, he muſt take them along with 
him. Hence aroſe a Jcalouſie, that he deſign'd 
to revolt from his Father, and ſet up an Empire 
for himſelf in the Eaſt. Which Jealouſie was 
{till increaſed, when viſiting Alexandria, he 
put on a Diadem while he a{ftiited at the Cere- 
monies of the God Apz, in which though he 
acted only according to the conftant cuſtom 
and obſerved Rites, yer there were not thoſe 
wanting, wno interpreted it to a wrong Senſe. 
Wherefore haſtening towards 7aly, and having 
reach'd firft Rhegium, and then Puteols in a Mer- 
chants Ship, he makes with all expedicion' tor, 
Reme, where ariiving altogether unexpected to 
his Father, he crics out to him, I am come, Fa- 
ther, I am core, as it were reflecting upon thol2 
raſh ialſhoods which had been ſpread abroad 
concerning him. 

6. After this he always acted as a ſharer in the 
Empire and as Prote&or of it. He triumph'd 
together with is Father, and was his Partner in 
the Office of Cenſor. He was allo his Col- 
legue in the 'Tribuneſhip and in ſeven Conſu- 
lates. He took to !:imſelf-che ordering of al- 
molt all Offices, uſi::g his Fathers name both in 
private 


Tirn s. 


private Letters and in publick Edits, and ma- 
king Speeches in the Senate as Queſftor : He al- 
ſo took upon him the dignity of PrefeFus Pre- 
zorii, or Great Maſter of the Imperial Houſhold, 
never before enjoy'd by any but a Roman 
Knight. And theſe Offices he manag'd tyran- 
nically and with much cruelty ; for whenever 
he met with one he ſuſpected, he ſuborn'd Men 
either in the Camp or Theatre to accuſe him 
and demand him to be puniſh'd, and then 
without more ado he would deliver him up to 
the Executioner. Among ſuch as theſe was 4. 
Czcina, one of Conſular dignity, whom he in- 
vited to Supper, and yet, e're he was well got 
out of the Room, he cauſed him to be affaſh- 
nated; the danger of the caſe almoſt requi- 
ring it, he having taken a Writing under his 
own hand containing a form'd Conſpiracy of 
the Soldiery. This method of Adminiſtration, 
though *cis true, might ſeem juſtifiable in con- 
templation of future Security, yet did it at that 
time contract ſo much hatred to him, that one 
would wonder any Man under 1o-ill a name 
and ſo univerſal a diſlike ſhould ever arrive at 
the Empire. 

7. Beſides this Cruelty of his, he was alſo 
obnoxious for his Luxury ; for he would fic up 
till midnight revelling wich the lewdeit of his 
Companions. Nor was his Lechery leſs to be 
conſider'd, which was render'd notorious by 
his Gangs of Catamites and Eunuchs, and the 
excefiive Love he bore to the Queen Berenice, to 
whom, *cwas ſaid, he promiſed Marriage. His 
Extortion too was not unknown ; it being cer- 
tain that in the management of his Fathers At- 
fairs he wouid frequently take Bribes and fell Ju- 
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ftice. Upon the whole he was generally e- 
ſteem'd and talk'd of as another Nero. But 
this ill report of him turn'd to his advantage, 
and chang'd afterwards into the higheſt praiſe ; 
when he was found to be guilty of no Vice, 
but on the contrary endow*'d with the moſt ex- 
cellent and nobleſt Virtues. The Feaſts he 
made were pleaſant, not ſumptuous. He choſe 
ſuch for his Friends, as even the Princes who 
ſucceeded him relied upon and made chief uſe 
of, for their great abilities in the Service of 
themſelves and the Common-wealth. He im- 
mediately diſmiſs'd Berenice from Rome, much 
againſt her will. The fineſt of his Catamites 
he diſcharg'd, and though ſome of them were 
ſo graceful dancers, that they held the higheſt 
degree in the Theatre, yet he not only denied 
to harbour them any longer, but would not ſo 
much as be one among the publick Spectators 
of them. He cook nothing that was another 
Mans, and abſtain'd from Rapine as much as a- 
ny Prince ever did; nay, he even refuſed to 
accept the allowable and uſual Preſents; and 
yet he came behind none of his Predeceſlors 
tor Munificence. Having dedicated his Am- 
phitheatre, and with great ſpeed built the Baths 
hard by it, he preſented the People with moſt 


| tplendid and ſumptuous Games. He gave them 
* ACirque be{tde the Show of a Sea-fight in the old ® Nau- 


machy; where alſo he exhibited Gladiators, 
and in one day 5000 wild Beaſts af ſeveral 
orts. 


large and deep a to admit Ships mann'd with Slaves, who to pleaſe the Spe« 
Gators were to act a Sea-fight, wherzin many Men were wont to be loſt, See 
before in the Life of Claudius, S. 21, 


s, He 
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S. He was naturally a Perſon of great good- 
neſs, one inſtance of which was, that whereas 
all former Emperors following the Example of 
Tiberizs, look'd upon all the Privileges given 
and Grants made by their Predecetlors ro be 
void, except themſelves allo confirm'd the ſame, 
he was the firſt who ratified all ſuch at once by 
a ſingle Edi, not giving his Subjects ſo much 
as the trouble of petitioning. Whatloever re- 
queſt was made to him by any Man, it was his 
conſtant practice not to ſend the Suitor away 
without hopes. And when ſome of his Cour- 
tiers admoniſh'd him, That he promiſed more than 
he could perform : It is not meer, ſays he, that any 
nan ſhould depart ſad from the Speech of his Prince, 
Once being ac Supper, and recolleating with 
himſelf, that all that day he had done no kind- 
nels to any Man, he uttered that memorable 
and ever to be commenced ſaying, 4h, my 
Friends, IT have loſt a day. He treated the Peo- 
ple in general on all occations with ſo great 
courteſie, that when he was about to exhibit a 
Shew of Fence:rs, he profetſed he defired ne 
that it ſhould be order'd according to bis own fanſie, 
but as the People pleaſed; and 1o it was done, for 
he denied nothing to thote who detired ought, , - 
nay he preſs'd Men to ask what they would. a 
In the Amphitheatre he ſhew'd himlelt a fa- ;z gpega- 


vourer of the * Thraciay way of fighting, and tors of the 

Publich 
Games to divide into Parties, and as the Combatants were differently habited 
and arm*d, they divided their favours ; among whom thoſe who were for the 
Thracian mode (as was Tirus) were call'd Palmularii, from | Parma ] the 
Shield they were wont to uſe, and the other Fadtions had names accordingly. 
Thus the whoops and hollows of our wreſtling Rings are beſtow'd with much 
concern by thoſe who eſpouſe the ſide of North and Weſt, without an exa# 
regard to the ſituation of tbeir native Place, 
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as ſuch he would behave himſelf both with his 
voice and geſture, and wrangle with the Peo- 
le for that ſide ; preſerving yet the decorum of 


: In affer- Majeſty and the Rules of * Juſtice. That he 


ing the 


Prize, (5c. 


might neglect no opportunity of taking with 


to the Per. the Populace, he would now and then admit e- 


fon whg 
won it, 


ven mean People into his Baths at the ſame time 
that he was waſhing himſelf. Some ſtrange and 
ſad Accidents happened in his time, as the E- 
ruption of the Mountain Ve/uwizs in Campants ; 
and a diſmal Fire at Rowe, which laſted three 
days and as many nights; beſides a Peſtilence 
the like ro which was hardly ever known. A- 
midſt ſo many and ſo great Calamities he acted 
the part not only of a careful Prince, but de- 
monſtrated the paſſionate affe&tion of a Parent 
of his Country, ſometimes affording all the ne- 
ceſfary help he could by wholfom Laws and Or- 
dinances, ſometimes afſfiſting the diſtreſſed with 
whar he could ſpare out of his own Treaſury. 
Our of the number of Men of Conſular dignity 
he choſe by lot ſome to take care of the Relief of 
Campania; ordering the Goods of thoſe who had 
been killd near Ve/awvizs (and who had leit no 
Heirs) to be applied to the ſuccour of the ſeveral 
tuffering Towns. By the burning of the City he 
profeſs'd himſelf to be the only loſer ; fo chat 
he gave all the Ornaments of his Palaces to the 
reſtoring of the Temples and publick Stuctures, 
and commiſſtton'd ſeveral of the Equeſtrian Or- 
der, to overſee and haſten the Works. In order 


to abate the- Peſtilence and mitigate the then 
raging Diſtempers,he neglected not the applica- 
tion of any means divine or humane, carrying 
his inquiry through all the modes of Sacrificing, 
2nd all manner of Remedies. 


Among the o- 
- cher 
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ther Miſchiefs of the Times the Suborners and 
Informers were by an invererare Licentiouſnels 
become none of the leaft. Some of theſe he 
every day caufed firſt ro be well whipt and 
drub'd in the Market-place, then to be drag'd 
croſs the Amplutheatre, and after all he either 
expoſed them by way of Auction to the higheſt 
bidder, and fo ſold them for Slaves, or elſe he 
baniſh'd them to ſome craggy and barren Iſland, 
And to prevent the like bold Enormities for e- 
ver after, he among other things forbad that a- 
ny one Cauſe ſhould be tried by more than one 
Law; and enacted that after {ach a ſtated term 
of years after a Mans deceaſe, no farther Suits 
ſhould be brought by way of enquiry into His 
Eſtate. 

9. He took upon him the Dignity of Ciief 
Pontiff, with this proteſtacion that he did 1o, 
chat the conſideration of his Holy Ofhce mighc 
oblige him to keep his hands clean from Blood ; 
and he wasas good as his word, not being after 
that either Actor in or Acceflary to the death 
of any Man, though he had ſometimes occaſions 
enow ofter'd to ſtir him up to Revenge; but he 
would {wear he had rather periſh himſelf than 
deltroy another. When two Noblemen of 
Rome were convicted of Treaſon in aipiring to 
the Empire, he only adviſed chem to lay atide 
their deſign, for that he ſaid, The Empire was in 
the gift of none but Providence ; if they deſired a- 


ny thing elſe he promiſed to beſtow it upon. 


them : and immediately diſpatch'd Metiengers to 
the Mother of one of them, who lived far from 
Rome, and who was in great anxiety tor him, 
to comfort her with the news that her Son was 
not in danger. Then he took chem kindly to 
LI 4 {up 
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ſup with him, and the next day having on pur- 
poſe plac'd them near him art the ſight of a 
Sword-Play, he handed to them the Weapons of 
the Combatants which were offer'd tohim, that 
they might look upon them and examin them - 
But having calculated both their Nativities, he 
ſaid, Some great Miſchief would happen to 
them, though at another time, and from another 
hand; and 1o it fell out afterwards. His Bro- 
ther, who inceſſantly conſpired againſt him, 
and almoſt avowedly endeavour'd to debaucl: 
the Soldiery from their Loyalty, contriving to 
make his eſcape by flight, he not only would 
not put him to death, nor ſend him a- 
way, nor diminiſh any of the honour he en- 
joy'd; but continu'd trom the firſt day of his 
Reign, to call him his Partner and Succeſſor ; 
ſometimes in private, beſeeching him with earneſt 
Intreaties, and even Tears, that once at laſt he 
would requite him with the ſame mutual At- 
fetion. This being the State of his Aﬀeairs, he 
was ſnatch'd away by death, mare to the loſs of 
Mankind than of himſelf. Having finiſt*d the 
Games he preſented, at the concluſion of which 
he wept abundantly before all the People ; he 
retir'd into the Country of the Sabines ſome- 
what melancholy, occaſion'd by the inauſpici- 
ous flight of his Victim out of the hand of the 
Sacriticer, and an unuſual Thunder heard when 
the Sky was clear. At his firſt baiting he was ta- 
ken ill with a Fever, and keeping on his Jour- 
ney in a Litter, he is ſaid to have put back the 
Curtains and to have look'd up toward Heaven 
bitterly complaining, That bis Life was wrongfully 
taken from him ; for he had been guilty of no A&41- 
on of which be need repent, excepting one only : 


Which 
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Tirus;, - 


Which what it was he neither then declar'd 


himſelf, nor could it be eaſily gueſs'd by any 
one elſe. Some are of opinion, that he call'd 
to mind the familiarity which had been be- 
twixt himſelf and his Brothers Wife : But Do- 
mitia iwore poſitively, there was no ſuch thing ; 
and ſhe would not have demied it if it had been 
true, but rather. have gloried in it, which it 
was uſual for her to do of any kind of Lewd- 
nels. 

Io. He died in the ſame Houſe where his Fa- 
ther did, September 13. after he had reigned 
two years, two months and twenty days, in 
the Forty firſt year of his age. As ſoon as his 
death was publiſh'd, it occafion'd an univerſal 
Mourning, as if every private Man had receiv*d 
a domeſtick loſs ; the Senators without expec- 
ing a formal Summons ran to the Senate-houſe, 
where firſt keeping the Doors faſt ſhut, and 
then throwing them open, they order'd ſach 
Praiſes to be given him, and ſuch Honours to 
be heap'd upon him, * as never had been done 
while he was alive and when he was preſent. 
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Done into Ergliſh by N. $. Gent. 
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Omitian was born the Ninth of the 
Calends of Nowember, or the 4th. 
of OFober, at what time his Father 

was Conſul Ele& (as being to enter 

upon that high Dignity the next Month) in 
the ſixth Region of che City, in the Pomegra- 
net Street, aud in the Houſe, which afterwards 
he converted into a Temple in Honour of the 

Flavian Family. He is reported ro have ſpent 

his Youth, and the firſt years of his Adoleſcency 

in ſo much want and Infamy, that he had not 
lo much as one piece of Place to ſhew in his 

Houſe. And this is certain that Claudizs Pollio, 

of Prxtorian Quality, againſt whom Nero 

wrote a Satyr, which he entitVd Luſczo, kept 

a Note which he had under Domitian's Hand,and . 

upon occaſion produc'd it, wherein the young 

Man had promis'd him a Nights lodging at any 

time. And ſome there were who afftirm'd, _ 
E 
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he proſtituted his Body to Nerwa who ſucceed- | 
ed him. During the Yitellian War he fled into | 
the Capitol with his Uncle Sabinzs, and part of | 
the Forces which they had about them. But | 
the Enemy breaking in by force, and the Tem- | 


ple being on fire, he conceal'd himſelf that night 


with the Sexton; and the next Morning being | 
diſpuisd in the habit of one of the Prieſts of | 
Tis, among the jugling Impoſtors that attend | 


upon that vain Superſtition, he conveigh'd him- 
ſelf with only one Companion to a Houſe 
where the Mother of one of his School-fellows 
livd, and there hid himſelf ſo cloſe, that tho' 
they who purſu'd him trac'd him by his very 
Foot-ſteps, they could not find him. . But after 
the Victory he again appear'd, and being 1a- 
Inted with the Title of CeASAR, he took up- 
on him the Honour of City Prztor with Con- 
ſular Power, though titular only ; for he trans 
ferr'd his Juriſdiction to his next Collegue, 
Nevertheleſs he made uſe of that Authority 
which he had, with ſo much licentioufnels and vi- 
olence, that then he plainly diſcover'ds what he 
would be hereafter. Not to make a particular 
relation of his Miſdemeanors, after he had made 
a farniliar tryal of the Wives of ſeveral Perſons, 
at length he pitch'd upon Domitia Longina, then 
marry'd to e:5 Lamia, and took her- to his 
Bed, after he had taken her away by torce 
from her Husband ; and in one day he diſpos'd 
of a above Twenty Offices in the City and 
Provinces ; Veſpafian at the ſame time being ot- 
ten heard to ſay, that he wonder'd, He did not 
ſend him a Succeſſor among the reſ8. 
2.He alſo undertook two Expeditions, one 1nto 


ol 


Gallia,and another into both Germanies ; neither 
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| of them neceſlary ; and though diſlwaded from 


them by all his Father's Friends;only that he mighc 
equal his Brother in Fame and great Atchieve- 
ments. For theſe things being ſeverely reprov'd, 
to the end he might be the more eaſily recall'd to 
the conſideration of his age and former Conditi- 


T on,he waslodg'd alone in his Fathers Houſe. And 


as often as they went abroad,he tollow'd both his 


Tf Father's and his Brother's Chair in a Litter ; and 


accompany'd them mounted upon a white 

Horſe when they triumph'd over the Jews. Of 

ſx Conſulſhips he bore but one that might be 

calld an * ordinary Conſulfhip, and that by * That is ro 
the ſuffrage -and. reſignment of his Brother. /ay, he en- 
He pretended wonderfully to Modeſty, and 7” —_ 
highly affected Poetry, and recited his Verſes ſhip —_ 
in publick : A ſtudy to which as he was unac- beginning of 
cuſtom'd before, ſo was it afterwards as much the year 
rejected and diſpis'd by him. Burt for all that, coi = 
when Veologeſus, the King of the Parthians, de- _ 
manded Succours againſt the A4lan;, and one of he greateſt 
Veſpaſian's Sons to be their Leader, he Jabour'd Homour 3 
with all the induſtry imaginable that he might for that the 
be ſent. And finding that War compos'd, he?” * the 
lollicited with great Gifts and Promiſes other zmperors 
Kings of the Eaſt, to defire the ſame favours. was divid- 
After the death of his Father, hefitating a long ed into ſe- 
time, whether he ſhould give a double Dona- a —_—_ 
tive to his Soldiers, he never ſcrupl'd at length _ 
to declare by way of Proteſt, That he was left a 

Partner in the Empire, but that there was a fraud 

put upon bis Fathers Will. Nor did he after that 

torbear either open, or clandeltin Contrivances 

to deſtroy his Brother ; till at length ſeeing him 

lo ſick that he could not eſcape, he com- 


| manded all his Attendants to leaye him, be- 


fore 
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fore he was dead: and after his deceafe, not * 
vouchſafing him any other then the Honour of | 


Conſecration, he would often revile his Memory 


both in refletive Orations, 2nd reproachful | 


Edicts. 


bis Cloſet, reply*d, No, not ſo much as a Fly. At: 
ter this, though in his ſecond Conſulſhip he had 
had a Son by his Wife Domztia, and the next 
year had ſaluted her with the Title of Auguſta, 
yet he divorc'd her, as one that was paſlionate- 
ly in love with one Pars a Stage player : but in 
a ſhort time after, impatient of the ſeparation, 
he took her home again, pretending the 1mpor- 
tunate deſire of the People for his ſo doing. In 


the Adminiſtration of the Empire he was at firſt 


very uncertain for ſome time; yet with an« 
qual mixture of Vice and Virtue,till his Vices pre- 
vaiPd above his Virtues ; as far as we may con- 
jecture, contrary to his natural Diſpotition, Ra- 
pacious for want, and Cruel out of fear. 

4. The Spectacles and Shews which he exhi- 


| bired were Magnificent and frequent, not only 


in the Amphitheatre, but alſo in the Circ. 
Where beſides the ſolemn Races of Chariots 
with two and four Wheels, he preſented the 
People with two Land-fights; the one betweel 
Infantry and Infantry ; th&'orher berween Cr 
valry and Cavalry, as alſo with one Sea-engage 


ment in the Amphitheatre. For his Chacsf 


all 


32. At the beginning of his Reign, he had a 
cuirom of keeping one hour every day private 
to himſelf; and then all his Employment was | 
to catch flyes, and ſtick them through the Bodies # 
with a ſharp Bodkin. So that it was wittily an- | 
fwer'd by Vibizs Criſpms ; who to one that ask'd |} 
him, 1 there was any Body with the Emperor in | 
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and Gladiatory Combats he ſhew'd in the night 
time by Torch-light ; and not only Male Con- 
teſts, but Female Bickerings alſo. Likewiſe ac 
the Queſtors Shews (which being diſcontinu*®d 
for ſome time, he reviv*d again) he was ſo ſedu- 
louſly preſent, that he gave the People leave to 
demand two couple of his Gladiators out of his 
own number, which were always brought in 
laſt of all in the Court Liveries. And at all 
times that he was preſent at any of theſe Gla- 
diators Combats, there ſtood a Dwarf at his 
Feet, clad in Scarlet, with a ſmall Head, ſmall 
even to a Miracle, to whom he talk'd very of- 
ten, and ſometimes about ſerious bufineſs. In- 
ſomuch that one time he was over-heard to ask 
his Advice, Whether he knew the reaſon why he in- 

tended to make Metius Rufus Gevernour of X- 

gypt, the next Promotion, and what he thought of 
hz deſign. He repreſented his Sea-fights with 

ſuch a number of Veſſels as neer amounted to a 

formal Navy, having for that purpoſe made a 

vaſt Lake neer the River Tier, and built up 

Scaffolds round about it, where he would ſit to 

behold the end of the Fight, though ir rain'd 
never ſo faſt. He was alſo at the charges of 


| Tecular Plays, computing the time not irom the 


year that Claudizs laſt expos'd them, but from 
the year that Auguſtms firlt renew'd them. And 
among the reſt, on the day of the Circenſian 
Games, to the end the hunder'd Races might 
be the more eaſily perform'd, he contract:d e- 
very Race from - Ln to five Spaces, or Stages. 
He alſo Inſtituted in Honour of Jupiter Capiro- 
line, a Threefo!d Tryal of Skill, every five 
years, for Muſick, Horle-racing, and Wreſtling. ; 
and Crowns in a greater number than at this 

M m day. 
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day. Beſides theſe, he had his Conteſts and 
Diſputations in Greek and Latin Proſe. And 
beſides his uſual. Harpers, he had his Lutiniſts 
that play'd in Parts, and his Theorboniſts that 
play'd to Treble Voices : and his Virgins that 
run Races in the Stadium, or Foot-Race. He 
preſided at the Solemnities in his Pantofles, 
clad in a ſhort Purple German Cloak, with a 
Crown upon his Head, adorn'd with the Ima- 
ges of Fupiter, Funo,and Minerva ; the Prieſts of 
Fupiter, and the College of the Favial Prielts 
ſitting by him in the ſame Habit ; only that his 
own Image was added to their Coronets. He 
alſoſfolemniz'd every year Feaſts calld the Qz:n- 
quatria dedicated to Minerva, to whom he alſo 
Conſecrated a College, out of which they who 
were drawn by Lot to officiate as Governours 
and Chiet Officers, were oblig*d to gratifie the 
multitude with Chaces and Stage-plays, as alſo 
with Conteſts and Tryals of Art betwen Ora- 
tors and Poets. Thrice he gave a Largels to 
the People of Three hunder'd Pieces of Money ; 
and during the Gladiatory Shew a molt plenti- 
ful Feaſt. Upon the Feltival of the Seven Hills, 
after he had preſented the Senators and Gentle- 
men more Capacious Paniers, he caus'd little 
Baskets of Meat to be diftribured among the 
Multitude, and was the firſt that fell roo to en- 
courage the reſt ; and the next day he threw a- 
bout great numbers of Toys of all {orcs; and 
becauſe the greats? part fell among the Peo- 
ple, he commanded Fifty Tickets ro be given 
to the ſeveral Benches of the Equeſtrian and Se- 
natorian Order. 

_ $5. Many noble Fabricks that had been con- 
inm'd by Fire he repair'd at his own ___ 

an 
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and among the reſt the Capitol, which had. 
been a third time fird at the: death of Yeſpa/#- 
an : But all in his own name, not ſuffering a- 
ny mention to be made of the Primitive Foun- 
der. He alſo erected a new Chappel in the 
Capitol to Guardian Fupiter, and a Hall of Ju- 
{tice which now bears the Name of Nerva. He 
allo built a Temple to the Flavian Family, 
made a new Stadium for Foot-races, a Muſick 
Room, and a place for Sea-ftights. The Stones 
of which were afterwards made uſe of to re- 
pair the bigger Circxs ; two fides of which 
had been terribly ruin'd by a publick Confla- 
gration. 

6. His Warlike Expeditions he undertook 
partly of his own accord , partly upon compul- 
ſion. Of his own accord, againſt the Catr; ; by 
compulſion, againſt the Sarmatians, who had 
cut off a whole Legion, together with the Le- 
gate, Two againſt the Dac:; the firſt upon 
the overthrow of Appizs Sabinws, a Perion of 
Conſular Dignity ;. the ſecond, atter the flaugh- 
ter of Cornelizs Fuſcws, Colonel of the Pratorian 
Cohorts, to whom he had commitred che Con- 
du&t of War. Over the Catti and the Dact, 
after ſeveral Battels with various Fortune, he 
triumph'd twice ; but for his Conqueſt of the 
Sarmatians, he had only the Honour to offer a 
Laurel Wreath to Jupiter Capitolinzs. As for 
the Civil War which was begun by L. Antonins, 
Preſident of the upper Germany, he made a 
{peedy end of it, by wonderiul good Fortune; 
and in his abſence. For that as his Forces were 
ready to give Battel to Antonizes, the Rhine 0- 
verflowing of a ſudden, ſftopp'd the Barbariar 
Forces from crofling over to his Affiftance. Of 
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which Victory he had the firſt intelligence by 


Prefages, before the Meſſengers arriv'a. For 
chat the ſame day the Battel was fought, a love- 
ly Eagle having expanded her Wings over his 
Statue at Rome, ſent forth continu'd cryes of Juy 
for a good while together ; and ſoon after the 
report was ſo rife, that Antonizs was ſlain, that 
many People affirm'd they ſaw his Head 
brought to the City. 

7. Many things he alter'd alſo in the Cuſtoms 
common at that time. For he took away the 
publick Baskets, and reduc'd them to the old 
Cuſtom of Noble Suppers. To the four An- 
cient Parties in the Circenſian Games he added 
ewo more, and gave them Gold and Purple Li- 
veries. He forbid the Comedians to Act upon the 
Stage, but allow'd them liberty to exerciſe their 
Faculty in private Houſes. He forbid the geld- 
ing of Male Children. But as for thoſe Chil- 
dren that were gelt already, and in the Hands 
of the Slave-ſellers, he broughe down the price 
of them. Obſerving alſo a great plenty of 
Wine, but a great ſcarcity of Corn, and con- 
cluding thence that Tillage was neglected, be- 
cauſe the People made more of their Vine- 
yards; He order'd all over Italy, that no Man 
ſhould plant new Vinyards; and that in the 
Provinces the Vinyards ſhould be cut down, or 
at moſt but a Moity left ſtanding ; but he quick- 
ly grew weary of the Execution of this De- 
cree. Some of the greateſt Offices he ſhar®d 

etween his enfranchiz'd Bond-men and the 
Gentlemen of R:eme. He forbad the Legions 
to double their Camp ; nor would he ſuffer a- 
ny Soldier to depoſit above a Thouſand Sefter- 


. ces under the cuſtody of his Colours. In re- 


gard 
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gard that Lucins Antonius deſigning a Revole 
in the Winter Quarters of two Legions, ſeem'd 
to have grounded his Confidence upon the 
Sums in that manner depoſited. He alſo en- 
creas'd the Soldiers Pay of three Crowns 1n 
Gold, to four Crowns in Gold, a Month. 

8. In the Adminiſtration of Juſtice he was 
very diligent and induſtrious. And for the 
moſt part cancell'd the partial Sentences of the 
Centumvirs, ſitting himſelf extrajudicially in 
Courc before the Tribunal ; . and often admo- 
niſh'd the Recoverers, that they ſhould not ſuffer 
themſelves to be over-ruP'd by the perfunctory 
Aſlertions of Men that ſu*'d for their Freedoms, 
againſt the Right of their Maſters. He alto 
branded with Ignominy ſuch Judges, with their 
Afliſtants, as ſuffer'd themſelves to be corrupted 
by Bribery. To which purpoſe he encourag'd 
the Tribunes of the People to accuſe a ſordid 
Elile of Extortion, and to demand Judges ouc 
of the Senate to fit upon him. And he took 
{\uch care to relfrain the Violences of the City 
Magiſtrates, and Governours of Provinces, that 
they were never more Modeft, or Juiter then 
during his Reign; though atter his: death, we 
have ſeen moſt of them Guilty, and Convidct- 
ed of all manner of Enormities. Having ta- 
ken upon him the corre&ion and regulation of 

Manners, he reform*d the liberty of litting pro- 
miſcuouſly with che Gentry upon the Stage ; and 
ſuppreſsd all manner of Libels and Paſquils, 
tending to the defamation of Perſons of Quali- 
ty, whether Men or Women, not without Gif- 
grace and ignominy to the Authors. He put a 
Perſon that had been Q«2ffor or Treaſurer out 
of the Senate, becauſe he was too much addia-» 
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ed to Mimicry and Dancing. To Women of 
ill Fame he deny'd the uſe of Litters, and che 
Privilege of enjoying Legacies and Inherican- 
ces. He ſtrook a Roman Knight out of the Liſt 
of the Judges, for receiving his Wite again, af. 
ter he had divorc'd her for Adultery. He alſo 
lp puniſh'd ſeveral of both Orders by the * S:a- 
| wr tinian Law. The Inceſts of the Veſtal Virgins, 
was made Not taken notice of either by his Father or his 
ro puniſh Brother, he reſtrain'd by various and ſevere 
the Tribune Puniſhments. For the firſt Offence he order'd 
' 19 Capital Puniſhment; for the ſecond, he con- 
tine the demn'd them to ſuffer according to the ancient 
Son of Cuſtom. For having given tree liberty to the 
Marcellus. Siſters of Ocel/as, and to Veronilla likewiſe to 
= Law make choice of what death they would dye, and 
yo © having baniſh'd their Debauchers ; ſoon after 
Male xn. be commanded Cornelia, the chiet of all the Ve- 
chaſtity, by ſtals formerly pardon'd, but a long time after- 
{ming 2 wards accus'd and convicted for the ſame Of- 
"wage MC fence again, to be buried alive; and the Per- 
Offender, Tons that had defil'd her to be whipp'd to death 
| in the publick Place for the Election of Magji- 
{trates. One Perſon only, who had been Pre- 
cor, in regard the Evidence was dubious, and 
for that they had forc'd him by Racks and Tor- 
tures to accuſe himſelf, he ſent into Baniſhment. 
And that no Man might violate, unpuniſh'd, 
the worſhip of the Gods, he caus'd his Soldiers 
to pull down a Monument which one of his 
enfranchis'd Bond- men had built for his Son, of 
the Stones defign'd for the Temple of Fupiter 
Capitolinzs ; and order'd the Bones and Re- 

licks which were init, to be caſt into the Sea. 
9. At the beginning of his Reign he ab- 
horr'd all manner of Cruelty and _— 
: : that 
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that degree, that remembring the Verſe in 
Virgil, | 


Impia quam Crſis gens elt epulata juyencis. 


Before the wicked People firſt began 
To banquet on the Blood of Heifers ſlain, 


He had deſfign'd to publiſh an Edict, That no 
Oxen ſhould be ſacrificed. While he was a pri- 
vate Perſon, and tor ſome time while he was a 
Prince, he did not give the leaſt ſuſpition of 
Parfimony or Covetouſneſsz but rather on the 
contrary, he diſcover'd ampler Teſtimonies of 
his Liberality than of any Grippgle Humour. 
And as he was extreamly bountiful to all thacr 
were about him, ſo there was nothing that he 
inculcated more frequently or wich greater fer- 
vency into their minds, than to avoid penurious 
and ſordid Baſznefs. And therefore he never 
_ would accept of Inhericances that were left 
him by fuch as' had Children. He likewiſe 
madle void the Will of Roſcizs Cxpio, wherein 
he had provided, That his Heir ſhould once a 
year diſtribute a certain Sum of Money to the Sena- 
tors as they enter d the Senate. Such as had been 
proſecuted in his Exchequer for the laſt five 
years, 2nd had their Cauſes ſtill depending, te 
abſolutely diicharg'd from any farther trouble ; 
nor would he fſufter any new. Proſecution, till 
after the year was out, and upon this Conditi- 
on, that if the Proſecutor faild tro make out 
his Accuſation, he ſhould be baniſh*d. For what 
| was paſt, he alſo pardon'd the Quzſtors Clerks 
and Notaries, for trading contrary to the Cledt 
an Law, The ſeparate Lands, which remain'd 
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here and there after the Diviſions made among 


the Yeterane Soldiers, he reſtor'd to the ancient 
Owners, as claim'd by Preſcription. Falſe Ac- 
cufations in his Chequer he ſuppreſs'd, not 
xithout ſevere Puniſhment of the Informers. 
Upon which this ſaying of his goes currant a- 
broad, THAT PRINCE WHO DOES 
NOT PUNISH INFORMERS, PROVOKES 

THEM TO INFORM. 
10. But long he did not perſiſt in this ſame 
Courſe either of Clemency or Moderation; 
and yet he deviated ſomewhat ſooner to Cruel- 
ty than to Avarice. He put to death a Schol- 
lar of Parz the Pantomimick, at that time not 
above thirteen years of Age, and lying ſick, 
becauſe he reſembl'd his Maſter both in Fea- 
tures and Action. Hermogenes of Tarſus had 
the ſame fate, for certain figurative Speeches in 
his Hiſtory, which he look'd upon as Reflecti- 
ons upon himſelf; and beſides that,he caus'd the 
Amanuenſis that tranſcrib'd it to be Crucifd. A 
certain Maſter of a Family, for only ſaying, 
That the Thracian Gladiator would be hard enough 
for the Mirmillonian, but not for the Mafter of 
the Shew, he caus'd to. be pull'd down from 
his Seat, and thrown upon the Stage to the 
* Or Taker Dogs with this Inſcription, The * PARMU- 
9 #*. , LARIAN FOR IMPIOUS WORDS. He 
2” put to death ſeveral Senators, of which num- 
ber ſome there were who had been Conſuls. 
Among the reſt C:wicrs Cereals in his yery Pro- 
conſulſhip of 4fiz ; and Salvidienns Orfitzs, and 
Acilins Glabrio in the places of their Exilement, 
as Confpirators againſt his Life and Govern- 
ment ; the reſt upon very flight and frivolous 
pretences, eElizs Lamia particularly for cer- 
call 


part, 
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cain ſuſpitious Jeaſts, which nevertheleſs were 

both old and innocent ; but chiefly, for that after 

Domitian had taken his Wife away fromhim,and 

yet at another time commended his * ar much unlike the 
Voice, he made only this reply, * He French Proverb Tel 
zaceo, Alas, I hold my Tongue. And chante,chi n'a joye. He 
becauſe that at another time, when _ A 
Tits encourag 'd Elizs to marry #4. Fi ſung he Gaid m- 
again, he made the Prince this An- thing «f* the main grief 
ſwer, ' that lay at his heart. 


Mn x) ooapiont ELCTE 


t Haſt thou a mind to marry too ? f That is 
4 if to ſay, Haſt 
: - thou a mind 
Salvins Ceceianm he put to death, becauſe he a oo 


folemniz'd the Birth-day of his Uncle Orho way my 
the Emperor; Mectins Pomponianis, becauſe he Wife as 
was commonly reported to be born under an Jomiman 
Imperial Conſtellation, and becauſe he car- *'* * 
ry'd about him a Map of the World drawn in 
Parchment, together with the Speeches of ſe- 

veral Kings and Captains taken out of Livy ; 

and becauſe he gave his Servants the Names 

of Mago and Hannibal : Saluſtins Lucullns his 
Leiutenant Ceneral in Britain, becauſe he or- 

der'd certain Lances of a new Invention and 

form to be calPd Lucullea's, after his own Name. 

Funins Ruſticas, becauſe he had publiſh'd the 
Praiſes of Pztzs Thracea and Helvidins Priſcus, 

and had given them the Title of Mo/# Holy 

Men. Upon occaſion of which offence he ba- 

niſh'd all the Philoſophers out of the City and 

all raly. Helwvidius the Son he alſo put to death 
becauſe that in a Prologue to a Comedy, un- 

der the Perſons of Paris and Oenone, he had re- 

tected upon the Divorc2 of his Wife : Flavins 
Sabin, 
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Sabin, ane of his Uncles Sons, becauſe that 
being deſfign'd Conſul upon the day of Conſu- 
lar Elections, the Cryer inſtead of Proclaim- 
ing him Conſul, to the People, pronounc'd 
him Emperor. But ſometime aiter his Vidtory in 
che Civil War growing ſtill more Cruel, - ha- 
ving diſcover'd the greateſt part of the contra- 
ry Faction by the Conteflions of the Guilty, 
and making uſe of a new invented Rack, he 
tormented them by putting Fire to their Privy 
Parts, and cutting off the Hands of others. 
And certain itis, that he only pardon'd two that 
were of any Eminent Quality,the one a Tribune 
of Senatoriay Order, and the other a Centurion ; 
who that they might che more eatily convince 
him of their Innocence, made it appear by 
Proof that they had proſticuted their Bodies, 
and therefore could have no Intereſt either with 
the Captain or with the Army. | 
II. Nor was his Cruelty only exceflive and 
exorbitant, but canning, unexpected and by 
{urprize. Thus the day before he Crucifrd 
one of his Caſh-keepers, he ſent tor him intv 
his Bed-chamber, compelFd him to fit down 
upon the fide of his'Bed, diſmis'd him ſecure 
and chearful, and ſent him a Diſh of Meat 
from his Table at Supper. In like manner ha- 
ving a delign to condemn Aretinivs Clemens, 
who had been Conſul, and was one of his fa- 
miliar Favorites and Emillaries, he ſhew'd him 
the ſame or greater favour than before, till at 
laſt, as he rode in the ſame Litter with him, e- 
ipying his Accuſer, Fi; thou, laid he, that we 
ſhall hear to morrow what this wicked Varlet can 
ſay? And that he might abuſe the Patience of 


Men with more Contempt, he never pro” 


nounc'd any Mortal Sentence without a Pre- 
amble 
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amble full of Clemency. So that there.wasno 
ſurer ſign of a fatal Ending, than a mild and 
gentle Beginning. He had brought ſome Per- 
| ſons that were impeach'd of Treaſon into 
| K Court; and having given it out before, That he 
| would trye that day bow dear he as to the Senate, 
he eaſily obtain'd a Sentence that they ſhould 
| be puniſh'd according to the manner of the 
> JF Ancients; but then, as if he had been terrifi'd 
' FF with the dreadfulnefs, and inhumanity of the 
| Puniſhment, to throw off the Envy from him- 
© & ff, he interceded for the condemn'd Offen- 
: ders in theſe words, Permit me, Conſcript Fa- 
; thers, T beſeech ye, to requeſt from your Pitty and 
: Compaſſion, though I know 1 ſhall with difficulty ob- 
tain it,that you would indulge the Condemn'd ſo far, 
? that they may have the free choice what death they 
1 will dye. For by ſo doing you will be * kind to your + jyp,; , 
ovn Eyes, and all Men will underſtand that I was win me 
] preſent in the Senate. then be 
/ 12. Having exhauſted his Treaſury by his *errif'd 
I | extravagant Buildings, and his Exhibitions of 7%? #%- 
T 
1 
E 
t 


w OL } lding ſuch 
publick Shews, and his advancement of the - Fry 


Soldiers Pay ; for the eaſe of his Military Ex- $peFacle, 
pences he attempted to reduce the number of his 
Soldiers. But conſidering that ſuch a reduce- 
ment would but lay him open to the Invaſions 
A of the Barbarians, and that nevertheleſs, he 
- | ſhould not be able to cope with all. the Neceffi- 
1 | ties of the Empire, he abandon'd himſelf to all 
t | mannerof Spoile and Rapine. The Goods and 
- | Eſtates of the Living and the Dead were rak'd 
e | together without any Conſideration who was 
; | the Accuſer, or what was the Crime. It was 


i | enough to 'obje&t that any thing was faid or 
> | done againſt the Majeſty of the Prince. In- 


heritances 


* $9 the 
Pallats 
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| heritances the moſt remote were confiſcated, 


were there but any ons that would come in and 
ſay, thar he had heard the Party deceas'd in 
his Life time declare, That Czar ſhould be by 
Heir. Among the reſt, the Tribute of the 
Jews was exacted moſt ſeverely ; ' not only 
from ſuch as being Jews profeſs'd, paid for the 
exerciſe of rheir Religion in the City, but alto 
from thoſe who concealing their Original, had 
avoided the Impotitions. And I remember, 
when I was out a Youth that I was preſent my 
ſelf, at what time an old Man was ſearch'd, 
in a full Aſſembly of People, whether he were 
Circumcis'd or no. 

13. From his Youth uncivil and diſobliging ; 
yet full of Confidence and Preſumption, and 
immoderate in his Words and Actions. When 
Cenis, his Father's Concubine, return'd out of | 
Ifria, and offer'd him her Lip, as ſhe was wont 
to do, he gave her his Hand. Being offended 


that his Brothers Son-in-Law had his Servants 


in white Coats to attend him at Table after the 
Imperial manner, he cry'd out 


"Out &34.900 mAYLLERYINs 


In one . place more Kings than one 
Is a miſchief too well known. 


Having obtain'd the Empire, hemade his boaſts 
in the Senate, That he had given the Empire to 
his Father and his Brother, and that they had 
reſtor'd it to him again. Nor did he ſcruple, 


were calkd when he took his Wife home again after he had 
upon which divorc'd her, to give it out, That he had re- 


the Images 411d her to his Sacred * Pulvinar. And it 
of the Gods 
were latd, 


pleas'd him to hear the Acclamations of the 
Theatre 
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Theatre upon a Feaſting day, 4l happineſs to 

our Lord and Lady. Being preſent at the Try- 

als of Skill inſtituted in Honour of Jupiter Ca- 
itolinzs, when all the People 'unanimouſly be- 

ſought him to reſtore Palfurions Sura, who had 

been put out of the Senate; but then the Perſon 

who had won the Prize from all the reſt of the 

Orators, not vouchſating them any anſwer, he 

commanded filence by the voice of the Cryer. 

With the ſame Arrogance when he was dica- 

ting a Letter of Courſe in the name of one 

of his Procurators he began thus, Dominrs ac 

Deus neſfter ſic. fer jubet, Our Lord and God 

commands it ſo to be done. Whence it was af 

terwards ordai:r'd, that he ſhould be callFd no o- 

therwiſe either in words or in writing. He would 

not permit any Statues to be plac'd for him in 

the Capitol, unleſs they were of Gold or Silver 

and of a certain weight. He erected ſo many 

Gates and fo many 'Triumphal Arches in all 

the Quarters'of the City, adorn'd with Cha- 

riots and four Horſes, and all the Enfigns of 

Triumph, that upon one of them chere was 

written in Greek, **APKETI, He undertook thes j,;. qe. 

Conſulſhip ſeventeen times ; which was more gcienc ; 

than ever any one did before him. Of which the but the 

ſeven in the middle he executed ſucceflively ; all 7eft ves in 

the reſt only titularly ; none beyond the Ca- Arkei, 

lends of Ay, ſeveral no longer than the Ides of 

Fanuary, Afﬀer two Triumphs, having afſum*d 

the Name of Germanicus, he order'd the Months 

of September and Offober, to be calld Germani- 

7 cus and Domitian after his own names, becauſe 

: that in the one he ſucceeded to the Empire, in 

the other he was born. 
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14. 'By means of theſe Inhumanities being 
become odious and dreadful to all men, he fell 
at length under the Conlpiracies of his moſt 
intimate Friends and Bond-men, with whom 
his Wife was alfo engag'd. He had a long time 
before a deep Apprehenſion of the laſt year 
and day of his Lite, nay of the very Hour and 
Manner of his death. For the Chaldeans had 
foretold him all theſe things when he was a 
Youth. His Father alſo one time obſerving 
that at Supper he would eat no Muſhromes, 
laught at him, as ignorant of his Deſtiny, for 
being ſo idle as to fear Champignons rather than 
the Sword. For which reaſon always fearful 
and anxious, the leaſt ſuſpitions mov*d him to 
Exorbitant determinations. So that he was 
thought ro have ſuſpended the Edict for cutting 
down the Vines, but only becauſe certain Li- 
bels. were ſ{catter'd about with theſe Verſes, 
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Thoug: thou ſhouldſt eat me to the Root, 
" Net will I bear ſufficient fruit, 

To power upon the Vitlim's Head, 
Fhen Cziatr's to the Altar led. 


The ſame fear made him refuſe an Honour of 
a new Invention which the Senate had con- 
trivd and offer'd him; though otherwiſe no 
Man was more *Covetous and Ambitious of 
thoſe Vanities. For it was decreed, That as off 
as he took upon him the Office of the Conſulſhip,” the 
Gentlemen of Rome, ar often as their Lots fell, 


ſhould walk before him in their Purple Embroider 4 


Gowns 
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Gowns (call'd Trabez) with their Military Lan- 
ces in their Hands among the Serjeants and Catch- 
poles. And the time of his {uſpected danger 
drawing neer, waxing every day more fallici- 
tous than other, he caus'd the Walls of the 
Galleries to be lin'd with the Stone Phengitz, 
which repreſented the Images of things like a 
Mirrour ; by the ſplendor of which he could 
ſee what was done behind him. Nor would 
he ſuffer any Criminal to be brought before 
him, but when he was private and all alone ; 
nor would he hear their Pleas, but when he 
had their Chains in their hands. And chat he 
might per{wade his Servants, that the Murder 
of a Patron was not to be attempted, how 
ſpecious ſoever the pretence might be; he con- 
demn'd his Secretary Epaphreditus to be put to 
death, becauſe that afrer Nero was forſaken by 
all the World, he was ſaid to have aſliſted him 
with his hand to cut his own "Throat. 

15. Laſtly, though Flavins Clemens was his 
Coulin German ; though he had openly de- 
ſign'd his Sons, as then but very young, to ſuc- 
ceed him in the Empire; and to that purpoſe 
after he had alter'd their own names, causd 
the one to be call'd YVe/pa/ian and the other Do- 
mitian ; and though he knew the Father to be 
a Perſon of that egregious ſloth that he could 
do him no prejudice ; yet of a ſudden, and be- 
fore he was well out of his Conſulſhip upon the 
moſt groundleſs ſuſpition imaginable, he or- 
der'd him to be put to death. "The perpetrati- 
on of which Murder haften'd his Ruin. For 
eight Months together there happen'd . ſuch 
continual Thunder and Lightning, that when 
they brought him the Relacions of the _ 

one 
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done in ſeveral Places, he cry'd out, Feriat jams 
quem wolet. Now let it ſtrike whom e're it plea- 
ſes, The Capitol was fir'd from Heaven, 
and the Temple of the Favian Family ; 
alſo the Palatine Palace and his own Bed 
Chamber. -The Infcription likewiſe being 
ſwept away from the Baſis of his Triumphal 
Statue by the violence of a ſtorm fell into the 
next Monument. The Tree, which when Ve- 
ſpaſian was but a private Perſon, fell down, 


and ſtood up again in its place, now fell down a 


ſecond time. The Oracle of Fortune at Preneſte, 
that ail along during the whole Courſe of his 


Reign {till wiſh'd him a happy New-year, and 


was always accuſtom'd to promiſe him good. 


luck, foretold nothing buc ſadneſs now, not 
without ſome intimations of a Maſlacre. He 
dreamt alſo that Minerva, whom he ador'd even 
to ſuperſtition, had withdrawn her ſelf from 
the Chappel which he had conſecrated to 
her; aſſuring him withal that ſhe could no lon- 
ger prote&t him, becauſe Fupiter had difarni'd 
her. But nothing appalld him:1o much as the 
aniwer and diſaſter of Aſcletario the Mathema- 
tician: For he being accus'd, and not denying 
but that he had publiſh'Iwhat he foreſaw by his 
Art, was ask'd by the Emperor what Deſtiny 
he thought attended himſelf? to which when he 
made anſwer, That he ſhould be torn in peices by 
Dogs, Domitian caus'd him to be put to death 
without delay ; and to convince the World of 
the folly of his Predi&tion, order'd him to be 
bury'd with all the care imaginable. Which 
while they were doing according to his Com- 
mands, it happend that a ſudden Tempeſt 


roſe, which having thrown down the _ 
ile, 
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Pile, the Dogs came and eat up the Carkaſs 
half burnt. And this was told him as he fate 
at Supper by Latmmmr the Mimick, who having 
obſerv*d the Accident as he paſt by, brought ic 
in among the reſt of the remarkable Pailages of 
that day. 

16. The day before he was kilPd, after he 
had commanded a Diſh of Muthromes co be 
ſet up till the morrow, he added, If iz be permit-. 
ted ms tou them. And then turning to thoſe , — 
that ft: -2xt him, he attirm'd, That the next Sp ng 
day the * M:cm would beſmear her ſelf with blood Mom being 
in /quarinss And thar ſomething would be to enter in- 
per;--trated that would give the whole World *? _— 
25 occaſion of diſcourſe. But about the mid- Age 
£2 Of tie Nighe he was fo terriffd, that he fe would 
:2apr our of his Bed, The next Morning he find thar 
zznt for a -oothiayer, that was ſent out of Ger- $71 pow- 
many, Who veing conſulted to give his judg- 4 25g 
ment concerning the Thuncer and Lightning, fead of 
torerold an alteration of Affairs; and therefore Water. 
after he had heard him he condemn'd 
him co | Death. Aiter that, having [| But repreiv'd him tHl ke 
{cratch'd an exulcerated warc that Pimſelf had eſcapd the 
grew UPON his For cheaci, and PCTICCiV- danger. by whici m_—_ 
ing the Blood to tricki: down, 4nd _7 grate i 
would this were all,he cry*d. Then en- [yer eſcaped, and was 
QUUIIINg what a C:ockit was,they cold ty Nerva rewarded 
him $S:x, on purpoſe, inſtead ot Five; with a Preſent of Four 
which was the Hour he moſt dread. ##n4er« Sefterces. 
ed. Upon which, being overjoy*d 
as if the danger had been pait, he made haſt 
to his uſual Bathings and care of his Health, at 
what time Parthenias, chief Gentleman of his 
Bed-chamber, took him aſide, pretending he 
had got a Perſon in the Chamber who had 


N n brought 
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brought him a new diſcovery, the Examinati- 
on of which was not to be delayd. Upon 
which the Company being all commanded to 
withdraw, he retir'd into his Chamber and 
was there immediately {lain. 

I7. Variousare the Reports concerning the 
manner of the Conſpiracy,and the manner of the 
Execution. For the Confſpirators being uneaſie 
and in a diſpute among themſelves when and - 
how to attack him, whether in the Bath, or at 
Supper ; Stephanis,who was Domitilla's Steward of 
her Revenues,and at that time accus'd for having 
embezl'd ſeveral Sums of Money, offer'd them 
both his Advice and Afliftance. To that pur- 
pole for the better avoiding all manner of 1uſpi- 
cion, he wore his Arm in a Scarf, ſwath'd up 
in Wooll, as if he had been lame, under which 
he thruſt a Dagger, againſt the hour appointed. 
Then taking his time, he pretended the diſcove- 
Ty of a new Plot, and for that reaſon being ad- 
mitted into the Chamber, while Domitian was 
reading a Paper which he had put into his 
hands, with. great horror and aſtoniſhment, he 
3trook the Dagger into his Groin. Which 
done, while Domitian, finding himſelf thus 
wounded, was ftrugling to defend himſelf, 
Clodianus, Commander of one wing of a 
Cohort, Maximus, Parthenius's eniranchis'd 
Bondman, and Saturins one of the Overſeers of 
the Bed-chamber Men, with one of the Prin- 
cipal Gladiators, all ruſh'd in, and with ſeven 
Wounds diſpatch'd him quite. But a young Lad, 
who becauſe he had the care (according to Cu- 
ſtom) of the Houſhold Gods that belong'd to the 
Chamber, was preſent at the Murder, gave this 
iarther Relation ; how that Domitian, 10 _ 
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he had receiv'd his firſt wound, commanded 
him to reach him a Dagger that lay under his - 
Pillow ; and to call in help. But that there 
was nothing of the Dagger to be found, ex- 
cept the Hile ; and that as for the Doors they 
were all faſt lockt; ſo that there was no ſtirring 
out. Moreover that the Emperor having long 
ſtrugePd with Srephanus, at laſt got him down 
upon the Ground, where he ſometimes endea- 
vour'd to wreſt the Dagger out of his Hand, 
_ and ſometimes, with his Fingers all mangFd as 
they were, to thruſt out his Eyes. He was 
ſlain the Eighteenth of September in the Forty 
fith year of his Age, and the Fitteenth of his 
Reign. His Body was carry'd forth upon the 
common Bzer, by the Hackney-Bearers, and 
burnt by Phyllas his Nurſe, in a Country Farm 
which ſhe had, not far from the City, upon the 
Latin Road. But his Aſhes ſhe privately carry*d 
into the Temple of the Fawvian Family, where 
ſhe mix'd them with the Aſhes of 7a, the 
Daughter of Titus, whoſe Nurſe ſhe had alſo 
been. 

18. His Stature was tall, his Aſpe& modeſt, 
but his Countenance very red; his Eyes were 
very large, but weak-ſighted. He was hand- 
fom and well proportion'd in all his Limbs, ex- 
cept his Feet, by reaſon of his ſhore and ill- 
ſhap'd Toes. Afterwards he grew Bald, Swag- 
belly*d,and Goury-lcegg'd , though indeed his Legs 
fell away again by reaſon of long lickneis. He 
was ſo taken with the Opinion which the world 
had of the modeity of his Aſpe@t,thart one day he 
us this vaunting Exprethon in the Senate, Ht 
therto you havve had the Tryal of my Heart and of 
my Aſpetf, Yet his baldneſs troubl'd him co chac 
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degree, that he would take it as an Aﬀeront put 
upon himſelf if any Man offer'd to call another 
Bald-pate, cither in jeaſt or in earneſt. Yet in 
a {mall Treatiſe which he dedicates to one of 
his Friends,entitled,0Of the care and preſervation 6f 
the Hair, he inſerted this, as well for his own as 
the Conſolation of his Friend. 


"Ou, £94; IG vi uahge Wins The 
Doſt thou not ſee how fair and tall I am. 


Hnd yet the ſame Deſtiny attends my Hair with 
yours ; and I am fore d with patience to endure my 
Aged Locks in the midſt of my Youth, But thou 
art to know, that though there is nothing more grate- 
ful than Beauty, ſo there 3s nothing of more ſhort 
Continuance. 

19. He was impatient of labour; ſo that 
he rarely walk'd afoot through the Ciry. Du- 
ring his Military Expeditions, and when he led 
the Army, he very ſeldom rode a Horſe-back, 
but was generally carry'd in his Litter. He 
car'd not for any exerciſe of Arms; only he 
was extreamly addicted to Archery : Wherein 
he wes {o exquiſite, that People have ſeen him 
k:}! hunder'ds of ſeveral ſorts of Wild Beaſts ; 
and fxing his Arrows wirh fo much arr, into 
their H221ds, that at two ſhoots, he would as it 
we: 7c 1c: a pair of Horns upon a Creature that 


had nonz, Sometime he would ſet a Boy to 


hold kis hind at a good diſtance, with his Fin- 
gers lyrcad wide open againſt a Wall, at which 
he directed his aim with that exactnels, that the 
Arrows paſs'd all between the ſpaces of the Fin- 
rs without doing any harm to the Boys hand. 
20, All kind of Liberal Studies he neglected 
at 


[ 
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at the beginning of his Reign. Though he 
were at vaſt charges to repair the Libraries con- 
ſand by Fire, and to refurniſh them with 
Books and Copies ſought for far and neer ; and 
ſent Amanuenſes's to Alexandria to write out anew 
ſuch as were loſt or had been disfigur'd by the 
Fire, Nevertheleſs he never gave his mind ei- 
ther to Hiſtory or Poetry ; nor indeed to make 
uſe of his Pen where neceflity requir'd. He 
read nothing but the Commentaries and Acts of 
Tiberius Ceſar ; but as for his Epiſtles, Orations 
and Edids, he had always his Secretaries both 
to word and wiite them for him. And yetin his 
Diſcourſe and exreyzpore Speeches he was not 
unclegant ; and had ſometimes alſo many no- 
table Sayings: For example, I iſh, ſaid he, 7 
vere but as handſom as Metins thinks himſelf to be, 
And obſerving a Perſon whoſe Hair was yellow 
mix'd with grey, quo” he, There goes Snow and 
Mead mixt together. 

21. He bewail'd the Condition of Princes 
as moſt miſerable, who were never believ'd to 
have diſcover'd a Conſviracy till they were 
ſlain. All his leiſure hours he ipent in -playing 
at Dice, even upon Holy-days and Worky- 
days, and in the Morning. He bath'd alſo in 
the day time, and ted plenritully at Dinner. 
But at Supper he ſeldom eat more than a Mati- 
an Apple, and drank only a imall draught out 
of a Viol. He teaſted ofcen and ſplendidly, 
but for the moſt part never late long at Table, 
never after Sun-ler, nor did he allow of Mid- 
night Debauches. For till Bed-time he did no- 
thing but walk all alone in private. 

22. Being greatiy addicted to Venery, he 
call'd Frequent Coition his Bed-wreſtling, as if 
it 
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it had been a kind of Exerciſe. And the re 
port goes as if he himſelf would often ſmooth 
and depilate his Concubines, and ſwim among 
the molt notorious Harlots. When his Brothers 
Daughter was offer'd him in Marriage, he 
would by no means accept of her, as being en- 
gaz'd in Wedlock with Domitilla; but not long 
after, when ſhe was marry'd to another, he de- 
bauſh'd her of his own accord though T7#z5 
were then alive. But when her Father and 
Husband were dead, he lov'd her with a moſt 
pailionate Aﬀection, which he own'd before all 
the World ; infomuch that atter he had got her 
with Child he forc'd her to miſcarry, which 
was the Cauſe of her death. 

23. After he was ſlain the People ſhew'd buc 
little forrow for his death ; bur the Soldiers be- 
wail'd him exceedingly, and preſently endea- 
vour'd to have given him the Appellation of 
Divns ; ready to have reveng'd the Murder, bur 
that they wanted Caprtains to lead them ; which 
however they not long after did, when they de- 
mandetd the Afafiinares to be deliver'd up to 
Juſtice, On the other ſide the Senate were ſo 
overjoy'd at his fail, chat in a full Court while 
every one ſtrove who ſhould be there firit, they 
could not forbear reviling him in ſet Specches 
full of bitter and contumelious Language ; 
ſending him in their Curſes to the Gallows, and 
commanding his Dedicated Shields and Statues 
to be pulPd down before their Faces, and to be 
broken againſt the Stones; and laſtly making 
Decreecs that all his Titles ſhould every where 
be raz'd out, and the very Memory of him ut- 
terly aboliſh'd, Some few days before he was 


flain, a Crow is ſaid to have ſpoken theſes words 
an 
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in the Capitol ; #21 mim was, Al ſhall be well. 


Nor were there wanting ſome who thus inter- 
preted the Prodigie. 


Muper Tarpeio que ſedit culmine Cornix, 
Eſ# bene, non potuit dicere ; dixit, Erit. 


The Crow ſo late on the Tarpeian Hill, 
All is well, could not fſay ; but faid, it will. ' 


It is reported alſo, that Domitian ſhould dream 
that a bunch of Golden Fleſh grew out behind 
in his Neck ; which he concluded to be a cer- 
tain Preſage, that the State of the Common- 
wealth would be much more happy and flou- 
riſhing after his Death ; as indeed it fell our in 
a ſhort time, through the Abſtinence and Mode- 
ration of the ſucceeding Princes. 
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